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INTRODUCTION

This compilation of records related to Pukekura Park and taken mainly from reports in the Taranaki
Herald and Daily News, was meticulously researched and compiled by Alan Metcalfe, who also
wrote a summary of each year’s main activities.

It is called ‘The Smith Years’ because the period of history covered coincided with William Walter
Smith’s tenure as Curator.

WW Smith was a field naturalist of repute, studying a range of aspects of natural history from
insects to moa, and as a botanist also had a keen interest in the native flora. He had served as Curator
of Parks in Ashburton and Palmerston North. His appointment coincided with the naming of the park
Pukekura, after the stream now dammed and forming the Main Lake, which passed through the
valley, and the opening of the Recreational Sports Ground.

His contribution to the development of Pukekura Park was profound. Even though his monthly
reports highlighted the drudgery of the job, cutting the grass with scythes, grubbing gorse, or pulling
weeds, they included a string of major developments which have shaped the park we now know.
Pine trees planted earlier were gradually removed and replaced with native trees. Ferns and other
plants were also established on the surrounding hillsides, giving the natural appearance so
appreciated today. As well, among developments were the construction of the dell by the present
teahouse and the re-establishment of trout rearing ponds next to the Lily Pond, now the Hatchery
Lawn. In a small shed he was the first to breed kiwi in captivity. He managed the weather station
which was installed in his garden on Victoria Road. Time was also given to several plant-collecting
expeditions and the study of insects, particularly ants.

The Park Board struggled through the period to meet the running costs and despite a small grant
from the Council, relied on subscriptions and donations, many of which were collected on a single
day, when the whole town was canvassed. Each year, too, generous donations of plants and seeds
helped enable the park to be recognised as one of the most beautiful in the country.

The Recreation Sports Ground, at times needing much maintenance work, became the centre of
New Plymouth’s activities. As well as athletic sports, both international rugby and cricket games
were hosted. In rugby in 1908 Taranaki beat the visiting British team 5 - nil; in cricket in 1910,
Taranaki drew with Australia. Fund raising ventures on the sports ground included fetes, fireworks
displays, hot-air balloon ascents and outdoor movies. Civic parades and events included visits by the
Governor-General, the Prince of Wales, and a victory parade marking the end of WW1.

The details of all activities associated with Pukekura Park are well outlined in this volume, along
with the outstanding contribution of many citizens who contributed to the Park’s development. This,
WW Smith, a student of nature, a knowledgeable, self-effacing man of wisdom, helped shape.

Lynn Bublitz
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PREFACE

A couple of years ago I became involved in the Pukekura Park when I volunteered to be a buggy
driver doing tours for the Friends of the Park. There was some historical information available for the
drivers but whether the driver decided to use it was up to them.

Once I had decided I was going to use historical information on my tours I found that I wanted to
know more than was provided. This started me on my research journey.

This is the second book that I have compiled. The first is entitled New Plymouth Recreation Ground.
- ISBN 978-0-473-58215-9, available for download at Puke Ariki Library’s BorrowBox - eBook
collection. It covers Pukekura Park from 1875 to 1908, when it was known as New Plymouth
Recreation Ground.

This second publication covers the history of Pukekura Park from 1908 until 1920. There were two
reasons for choosing this period. (1) William Walter Smith was the curator. (2) Papers Past, from
which the content is derived, only includes information from local newspapers until end of 1920.

Each year there is an overview of events for the year, a summary of significant events, a selection of
newspaper articles and some photos where I feel they add to the story. The articles included only
represent a small selection of published articles since there are far too many to include them all. The
main contributors being the Taranaki Herald (TH) and the Taranaki Daily News (TDN). Most of the
available published Pukekura Park Board’s minutes of meetings are included. There are adverts for
some of the fundraising events and reports of them also. These reports give an insight into the sort of
things people did for amusement in the early 20th century.

Throughout this document there are photos copied from the Auckland Weekly News (AWN). These are
not necessarily important for the events they cover, but they show what the Park looked like on a
particular day. This can help when trying to date other photos.

Alan Metcalfe
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Units of Measurement

Weight

Ib oz (pounds and ounces) 160z =1 Ib 11b= 0.454 kg
Length

ft - in (feet and inches) 12in = 1ft 1 ft= 304.8mm

3ft-6in = 3'-6"
yd (yard) 1 yard =3 ft
chain 1 chain = 66 ft (Iength of a cricket wicket)

On section plans the length and breadth would be shown in links. A link being 1/100 of a chain or
7.92 inches (201mm)

Volume

Yards = cubic yards 1 cubic yard = 0.765 m?
Area (land)

A R P (acres, roods and perches) 1 acre = 4046.86 m?

1 acre = 4 roods 1 rood = 40 perches
Money

£ s d (pounds shillings and pence) 1 pound = 20 shillings

1 shilling = 12 pence
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William Walter Smith
1852—1942

W.W. Smit in Puekura park. (Taranaki Heral December 17, 1

S

932.)

@aranaki Berald December 17, 1932 Christmas Supplement

A Student of Nature

Mr. W. W. Smith, New Plymouth. World-Wide Recognition.

Valuable work for Dominion. Life-Long Labour of Love.

Many a time before to-day a
wanderer from the beaten track in
North Taranaki has been surprised
to meet, perhaps in the cool of a
patch of bush, perhaps on a wind-
swept beach, an old man, grey of
hair and beard. This could be none
other than Mr. W. W. Smith, of
New Plymouth, a naturalist known
the world over and a true Nature
lover if ever there was one.

It is this love of animals, birds
and trees, that leads him at the
great age of 81, to continue the
tripe that make him happiest and
to add ceaselessly to his vast store
or knowledge from the treasure-
chest of that greatest of all

teachers, Mother Nature.

There are those who say that the
town in which he has lived for the
past 24 years hardly realises his
worth. That is not surprising, for
W. W. Smith would be the last one
to court publicity. But whenever
some plant or insect rarity requires
identification the cry is "Ask W. W.
Smith,” and a reporter intrudes
upon his work to secure the answer
he is so sure of receiving. Those
privileged to know this remarkable
man have for him a great respect.
His is a nature that could never do
harm to man or beast. Children love
him just as much as he loves to
initiate those interested into the
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ways of those forms of life on this
earth that are not human. No child,
it is certain, ever thirsted in vain
for the knowledge he could impart.
Correspondence with Other
Countries.

This man has done much for
posterity in adding to our store of
knowledge. An extensive and broad
reader, a painstaking student of
New Zealand botany and zoology, he
has for many years been a regular
contributor to New Zealand and
English scientific journals. On good
authority he has been described as
the man who knows most about the
extinct moas, while his writings
have also dealt with such subjects



as native ants, earthworms, birds,
insects, and plants. Nor is this all.
For many years, and still today, he
has had extensive correspondence
with English, American, French and
Italian naturalists inquiring for
specimens or information. To them
he has been able to send many new
species of plant or insect life. Even

to-day this correspondence is
voluminous, and the veteran
naturalist, who had received 14

letters on the day on which our
representative called, finds that the
demands made in this way are
almost beyond him.

Right front his boyhood in Hawick
Roxburghshire (Scotland), Mr.
Smith found an absorbing interest
in the plant and animal worlds. On
leaving high school he become
apprenticed  to the Forestry
Department, after which he worked
in big private gardens in England
for some three years. He then spent
about eight months in France,
where he learned the language and
later, attracted largely by the
novelty of its plant life, came to a
decision to take his passage to New
Zealand.

Years in the South Island.

His first position in New Zealand
was on the estate of the late Hon.
J. B. Acland, on the Rangitata
River, in Canterbury. Five years
with this great planter of trees were
very happy ones, and the years that
have passed have served to enhance
rather than dim the esteem which,
he has for his late employer. "He
lives in my thoughts as much as
any other man,” he said. It was
while on this estate that he devoted
much time to the study of moa
remains, many of which were to be
found the Albury district.
Investigations were also made by
him into the life history and habits
of the kea.

His next move was to Windsor
Park, Oamaru, after which he
became curator of the botanical
gardens at Ashburton, a position he
held for 10 years. During this time
anxiety at the wholesale destruction
of native bush led him to advocate
vigorously the preservation of the
country’s scenic wealth. Partly as a
result of these writings he was
approached by the late R. J.
Seddon, at whose request he
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became secretary of the newly set
up Scenery Preservation Committee,
which travelled for three years in
both islands. Its business was to
select for  preservation areas
including all classes of scenery, also
ancient Maori pas, and to procure
about the latter all possible data

respecting their history. As the
result of the commission's
recommendations to the
Government many scenic and

historic places in Taranaki were
proclaimed as reserves.

Thus it comes about that the parts
of New Zealand he knows best are
the ones many people never see in a
lifetime. Well might he call himself
the last of the old school of field
naturalists. He was associated with
the late T. H. Potts, of Governors'
Bay, Canterbury, for 15 years. With

him, Sir Walter Buller, Guthrie-
Smith and Dr. Petrie, he has
penetrated Into the remotest
districts of both islands on
ornithological and botanical
excursions.

Now, in the evening of his life,
what he misses most is the

congenial companionship of those
kindred spirits who have gone
before  him. Some of these
expeditions, for instance, took him
up to the upper reaches of many
Canterbury rivers in the bird-
nesting season, but no more than
one egg was ever taken from a nest.
He believes that he is the last man
to report seeing a huia alive. He
came across it in the bush at the
back of the Tararua Range in 1907.
In New Plymouth for 24 Years.
It was in 1908 that Mr. Smith
came to New Plymouth as curator
of Pukekura Park, a position he
held for 12 years. In his little
cottage overlooking the park he
lived what might to others have
seemed very lonely existence, but
that loneliness was banished by his
interest in his pets and studies,
while a warm welcome always
awaited his friends. As a small boy
the writer used to visit him, and
can well remember how the
mantelpiece in the living-room was
loaded with a great variety of rare
insects, butterflies, and other
specimens.

For 12 years Mr. Smith cared for
the beauties of the park, and since
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then he has been living quietly in
retirement New  Plymouth,
pursuing the studies without which
his life would seem empty. Still he
undertakes his little expeditions
into the country. Many a night has
he spent in farmhouses, and he
gratefully states that in the course
of 25 years of wandering over North
Taranaki he has never been
hindered or prevented by a farmer
from going where his will took him.
W. W. Smith is also one of the
original members of the Polynesian
Society, founded by the late Mr. S.
Percy Smith, with whom were
connected in its early life Messrs. J.
Parker, W. Newman, R. H. Rockel,
M. Fraser, W. H. Skinner, P. J. H.
White, and Captain Wm. Waller.
For 10 years he was secretary of
this society, whose work is well
known.

Fairly recently Mr. Smith worked
out the history of the ants of Mt.
Egmont, 17 known species, some
being remarkable forms. Later he
intends to publish a work on the
history of native ants. He considers
that Mt. Egmont is the most
magnificent region in New Zealand
for the study of Nature.

in

REARING YOUNG KIWIS.

SUCCESS IN NEW PLYMOUTH.

It was in New Plymouth that W.
W. Smith made his exhaustive
study of the kiwi, continuing a work
that he had previously started. In
July 1908, the late Mr. Newton
King gave him a large female kiwi
which had been captured by some
Maoris. Mr. Smith set to and built
a house, but when he introduced a
mate the lady proved to have ideas
of her own on the matter. So
fiercely did she attack her unwilling
suitor that she nearly killed him. A
second male was subjected to the
same drastic treatment before the
termagant finally admitted him to
her good graces. Experiments in the
years following proved it to be the
rule with Madame Kiwi that when
a strange male was introduced to
her he had to take his "degrees” in
the order explained before being
accepted by her. When reconciled
and mated, however, no birds pass
a more peaceful life than do kiwis.



Painstaking Study
the pair had been mated for
months the female laid two
eggs, with an interval of 10 days.
Then the male took possession of
the nest and commenced to incubate
the eggs. As Darwin used to stand
in the woods and let the baby
squirrels gallop up and down his
back, so in the evenings Mr. Smith
would sit or be motionless in the
gloom of the place where the kiwis
were, observing their habits and
enjoying their sniffing at him and
prodding him with their beaks.

For four whole weeks the luckless
male sat on the eggs before the
chicks appeared, the mother taking
no interest in the task at all. When
his long wait was over he had been
reduced to a bag of bones, and it
was just as well for him that the
female then took the babies in
hand, for it took the father all his

After
three

time to feed himself back to
prosperity.
"Of all the beautiful things in

Nature nothing appeals to me like a
young kiwi,” Mr. Smith confesses.
They are little fluffy birds, pure
white, and with preposterously long
pink beaks. Mr. Smith found that
the two babies being reared
captivity could run about and feed
as soon as they were hatched.

When they were half grown one
fell a victim to an English
murderer, the cordially hated
weasel. This particular one expiated
his crime a day or two later, and
the other young kiwi in five months
grew to maturity. Mr. Smith had
thus achieved the feat of raising the
first kiwi in captivity.

Kiwis Fierce Fighters.
For its size the kiwi is
tremendously strong bird, and with
a blow from its powerful leg could
rip open the flesh of a big dog. On
several occasions Mr. Smith placed
a full-grown Game cock in the yard
in the evening. The female kiwi lost
no time in assailing him and, before
the melee was stopped, had kicked
half the feathers off his back and
breast, wounding him severely.
When they were fighting, the
ferocity and rage of the Kkiwis
seemed unsurpassible. They rushed
furiously at one another, striking
rapidly with the right foot, and the
impact generally caused both to roll
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over. Of the 15 kiwis which Mr.
Smith had in captivity at different
times, all remained irreconcilable to
their confinement and unrelenting
in their efforts to escape. No birds
ever worked more persistently or
determinedly to gain their freedom.

And now, to-day, it would hardly
be an exaggeration to say that W.
W. Smith knows the whereabouts of
every family of kiwis within a large
area in North Taranaki. In his
keeping their secret is perfectly
safe. Wild horses would not drag
from him the information as to their
haunts unless he were absolutely
certain of the inquirer.

HISTORY OF THE MOA.
TIME OF EXTINCTION.
Passing from the kiwi to its much
more imposing relative, the moa, we
find that W. W. Smith is one of the
greatest authorities on that extinct
giant among birds. In 1890 the late
Sir Walter Buller sent him to
explore the Albury district
(Canterbury) for moa bones. At that
time ploughmen on the estate every
day turned up large quantities of
the bones, and he was able to make
a large and valuable collection.
There were among these bones six
or seven species, including bones
from the elephant-footed moa, a

species of massive structure.

Probably the most interesting
phase of moa history, and that
which has caused much speculation,
is the question of when it became
extinct. This problem has interested
Mr. Smith for half a century. Seven
years ago he published a series of
articles on this aspect of moa
research, and he states that all
unbiassed students of moa history
who have studied moa remains and
their condition in the haunts of the
bird know that no other decision
could be accepted than that, in both
islands, the bird was alive,
limited numbers, down to a
comparatively recent period.

The large collection of bones which
Mr. Smith secured in Canterbury
were of various ages and stages of
decay. Most of them lay on the
surface, while others were half
embedded in the soil. Observing the
fresh condition of the bones, he
realised that Mr. H. Hill's theory
and that of Sir Julius von Haast
were incompatible with reason and
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fact. Mr. Hill, writing on the
extinction of the moa in the North
Island, stated "the history of the
moa is the history of a race of birds
that disappeared long anterior to
the coming of the Maoris to New
Zealand,” while Sir Julius also
contended that the ancestors of the
Maoris knew not the moa.
Lived Early Last Century.

According to the highest authorities,

the Maoris have occupied New
Zealand for some thousands of
years. There can be no doubt,

according to Mr. Smith, of moas
having lived in the early years of
last century. The late Mr. Taylor
White, of Wimbledon, Hawke's Bay,
discovered the skeleton of moa lying
on the surface in the bush. It was
not in the least buried and, to the
finder, the bones had not been there
more than 15 years or so.

"Years of patient research and
observation in the last haunts of the
moas South Canterbury
profoundly impressed me long ago
with the contemporarity of the
Maori and the moa in all the
districts explored,” said Mr. Smith.
“The quantities of well-
preserved bones and small heaps of
gizzard stones lying on the tussock
lands, and those being unearthed by
the ploughs, likewise impressed me
with the recent occupation of the
district by both moa and Maori. I
have little doubt that for many
years before the Ngai-Tahu invasion
of the South Island the peaceful
Ngati-Mamoe, living their
primeval painted caves and rock
shelters in the warm, secluded
inland valleys, would draw on the
moas for food, if they did not
actually farm the birds. All evidence
obtained by digging and examining
the floor and inelegantly painted
walls of their primitive homes,
camps and cooking places prove
unmistakably that the Ngati-
Mamoe tribe occupied the whole
area of Canterbury for an
exceedingly long  period. The
occurrence of identical chips, flake-
knives, rude and polished adzes on
the upland moa-hunter
encampments, as those found in the
Albury and Opihi caves and rock
shelters, determine the periodical
by Ngati-Mamoe to the
remote nesting haunts of the moa.

in
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Comparison with Ostrich Bone.

Mr. Smith states 'that no evidence
is offered by advocates of pre-Maori
extinction to explain the presence
and fresh condition of the skeletons
and numerous detached bones of
birds of all ages and species lying
exposed on the surface on
innumerable sites when English
settlement began.

Ferdinand von Hochstetter, the
geologist of the Novara exploring
expedition who collected moa bones
in both islands, stated "New
Zealand” that "most moa bones still
contain 10 to 30 per cent of organic
(gelatinous) substance, and are not
even in the state called semi-fossil.
Fresh ostrich bones usually containe
one-third organic and two-thirds
inorganic substance.” When writing
some years ago on the age of moa
bones, Mr. Smith said "assuming
that the dead body of an ostrich or
emu could be procured and placed
in a similar situation where the
skeletons were found and left to
decay and disappear, it would prove
precisely the time required for
such.” A year or so ago the femur of
a full-grown ostrich was brought, to
the New Plymouth Museum. The
bird had died 18 years previously on
Mr. John Wheeler's farm, near
Inglewood, and was left lying on the
bank of a stream. The bone was
honeycombed and in an advanced
state of decay and would, from its
condition have become assimilated
in the soil in 18 more years.
Naturally all bones would decalcify
and decay more rapidly in the drier
climates of Canterbury and Hawke's
Bay than in the humid climate of
Taranaki.

"Canterbury has yielded the
largest number of species and the
largest quantity of well-preserved
bones of the moas,” concluded Mr.
Smith. The great concentration of
species of those extinct birds, and
the fresh condition of their bones
lying on the surface when
settlement began, has long
convinced me that the Albury and
Opihi districts in South Canterbury
were the last haunts of living moas,
with four exceptions, 125 years
ago."

ENGLISH WRITER'S TRIBUTE,

"TRULY WONDERFUL MAN.”
Sixteen years ago, during the war, a
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well-known English writer who
visited New Plymouth, contributed
the following in a newspaper article
afterwards:-

"T discovered him working away in
Pukekura Park, of which he
curator. The morning sun was
shining down on all sorts and
conditions of men in New Zealand,
but I am confident that the
Dominion does not contain a more
observant or reverent student of
nature than W. W. Smith. As
modest as the great Sir Isaac
Newton; as gentle and thorough as
Gilbert White of Selborne; as
truthful and painstakingly accurate
as Richard Jeffries; as wide in the
scope of his interests as Professor
Owen, and valued by New Zealand
so little that he, with all his
erudition, with all his painstaking

is

first-hand work, with all his
accumulated stores of personally
ascertained  fact, is  actually

employed in doing work which an
illiterate muscular labourer could
probably do as well. Not only so,
but his careful scientific research
and experiments are allowed to
lapse or be but struggingly
maintained because, forsooth, the
small means necessary to
continue them are not forthcoming.
"Yet how New Zealand can shout
over what she means to do in the
future in the cause of science that
she may be advanced to a place
among nations! Here, in New
Plymouth, a truly wonderful
man—one to whom many secrets of
Nature are revealed; a man,
moreover, with whom to spend an
hour is to receive such an insight
into the heart of Nature's workings
that one realises that, having eyes,
there has hitherto been no sight;
that having ears thre has yet been
no hearing until this hour came.
"The World Was Not Worthy.”
"In a poor, mean little cottage in
the park this reverent scientist and
naturalist works. He has none to
help him, for the day labourer and
the lad who constitutes his ‘staff’
have enough to do and are fittingly
employed working in the grounds. It
is a folly over which the angels
might well weep that sees wasted
on this work one who should be
honoured, esteemed. and placed in a
position where he would at least be
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free to observe, reflect, and put
before the humble-minded, who are
worthy to sit at the feet of Wisdom,
his impressions. 'Of whom the world
was not worthy’ is the epitome I, at
least, select for this man's life
character and achievements.

"Bear with me, oh dear, short-

sighted New Zealand, if I point out
that in any other country under the
sun Mr. W. W. Smith would long
ago have been recognised as a man
of mind, a man of power, a
wonderful observer, a scholar, and a
Gentleman, a leader in scientific
discovery and of advanced thought.
This man should be treasured as
one of New Zealand's greatest
assets, and truly his fame has gone
out to the end of the earth. In the
world’s great capitals the name and
labours of W. W. Smith are wen
known. Letters come to him from
eminent scientists and naturalists
in all lands asking his opinions on
hundred and one moot points. He
replies, but his careful and scholarly
answers must needs be written
while others sleep, for our great
man is paid the wage of a labourer,
and works with spade and for his
daily bread.
"Among the seven abominations
that Solomon, the wise Eastern
sage, saw under the sun was of
"beggar. on horse-back and princes
walking.” There are to-day many
impoverished minds whose owners
drive about in motor-cars and spend
money freely, while a prince among
men, such as W. W. Smith is hard
put to it to buy materials to enable
him to carry on his invaluable work
for the benefit of mankind.

The Most Interesting Man.
"The true history of the progress of
a nation has ever been the history
of her great men, her individualists,
and it is via such men as this that
a nation arrives. When I return to
the Homeland and am asked to
name one of the men who has most
interested me in this country during
my stay of some 18 months, my
answer will at once be 'Mr. W. W.
Smith, of New Plymouth,” and if I
were an autocrat for but an hour,
possessed of autocratic power and
wealth, I would immediately
evercise my autocracy to levy the
sum of £10,000 which I would place
in the hands of Mr. W. W. Smith



that he might use it as his wisdom
and judgment should dictate for
purposes of research and otherwise,
but absolutely as he thought best.
It is no secret that Mr. W. W.
Smith has his possession
manuscripts which he has written,
diaries through long years of
trained and scientific observation
which would be given to the world
were the funds for publication
available. With £10,000 at his

in

disposal and a free hand, Mr. Smith
would be able to give his undivided
attention to  observation and
experiment and to secure for the
Dominion and the civilised world
incalculable wealth of the highest
kind. Nor would the money be other
than a wise investment. There
would be nothing of a speculative
nature about it; the yield would be
sure and certain. It is to our men of
science that we are indebted for the

millions secured by commerce which
they have made possible, and
industrial New Zealand would find
that in Mr. Smith’s soundly-based
theories there is unlimited gold.”
Doubtless Mr. Smith himself would
contend that this is a gross
exaggeration. Those who know him
best, however, could not agree with
him on that point.

Following are some selected articles about Smith’s experiences with Kiwi

EVENING POST
NOVEMER 13, 1923

UNTAMEABLE KIWI
OBSERVED AS CAPTIVE

NOCTURNAL PRANKS UNDER
COLOURED LIGHTS

WHY 80T GRAMOPHONE AND
YMOVIE" RECORDS.

In “The Young: Citizen,”” an Auck-
land monthly devoted to the interests of
§'bung people, Mv. W. 8. Bmith,
R.AQUVL, writes coneerning the kiwi a
serivs of articles thal cught to be read
by every lover of Nature.” Wa quote a
portion. - The nocturnal, raucous-voiced,
grub-eating, untameable kiwi, now a
very rars New Zealander, has  been

specially studied in captivity by  Mr. d

Smith, who took observations while ly-

ing in the kiwi house at night, some-
bimes using coloured lights to illiminate
the bird's movements. The birds fed
well=-one ‘could eat o pint of huahu
grub inca night-—but never ceased try-
g to escape, and always fought the
hand that fed.
FEMALE OF THE SPECIES
. CSTRONGER.

When lying on the floor, in the dark-
ness, in the kiwi house; and having the
kiwis wandering over me, I begun and
conducted o series of cxperiments to Lost
the hearing, scent, sight, and iceding
habits of thes& remarkable birds. I had
long been impressed that much remained
to be known of their reneral and nesting
habits which ocould be ascertained ap-
proximately by supplying conditiona
near to those of their forest home. The
saxes vary much in size and condition,
according to the nature and food supply
of the area of bush that they inbabit.
When the kiwis attain maturity, under
favourable conditions—which requires
from two to three years—they are then
very muscular and strong birds for their
eize. They are voracious feeders, and
consume much solid food nightly when
supplied to them.
larger and stronger than the males re.
quire more food.  Cwing to the difficulty
in obtaining a sufficient quantity of their
natural food, including  earthworms,
huhy, and other Targe beetle grubs, slugs
and larvae of the several large and splen-
did root-feeding species of Porina moths,
I continued to feed them on beef, mut-
ton, fmd the flesh, of healthy rats when
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‘The females Dbeing

my dog caught them. They partook
freely of liver, and the = cleaned and
washed intestines of cattle .and sheep.
All ‘these foods had to be cut in small
Pieces swallowable by the kiwis, .other-
wise they counld not have eaten them.

I may mention that the larvae of the
Porina moths are the so-called “vegetat.
ing caterpillars’” and the hosts of e ro-
markable fungue, the sphoeria robertsii
of mycologists, The fungus rows from
tu].'tl‘.‘IY:b&L!k of the laivae's l'u:“.lé'l and, con-
tmuing to draw its sustenunce from the
body, 1t consumes the viscera when tha
larva dies, leaving litlle move than its
skin with the mature fungus attached.

A PINT on HUHU A NIGHT.

The kiwis' sence of acent and hearing
are probably mors highly developed than
in any other known ‘species  of bird.
When " strange birds  from their wild
haunts' were placed in the house, and
they had all _become. reconciled, they
sharply recognised each other's sniffing
and scenting ae they emerged from theiy
ark recesses in the evening. ‘ine first
bird -to begin eniffing | enerally awoke
the others, when they ﬁ s00n appeared
on the floor of their house to feed and
drink amicably together. The food-
vessel and- drinking trough were placed
on each side of the 10-inch square door
giving access to the grass yard, ‘On
emerging in the evening they generally
ruffied their feathers,  stretohed thew
necks and legs, then ‘waiked direct {o
the food dish. It required two or three
nights for ‘some of the birds to acquire
A taste for fresh beef and mutton, but
they ' soon afterwards began to consume
lazge quantitios of faf and loan of both
meats, When hungry they feed rapidly,
and produce a loud gobbling sound when
swallowing  their fond, They prefer
earthworms and lyuhy giubs to any other
natural food. A healthy female would
consumne & pint of huhu every nisht: if
procurable. ~ They relished half-boiled
rice, and, when placed in a shallow dish
of water, they would pick out every
seed. "Thoy liked hard-boiled egas and
cheese, bub would 1ot eat bread, por-
ridge or potatoes, - [ ocepsionally “put
youhg bir 8, lizards, and mioe alive into
their food dish, but in o sense did they
ever injure one of them. On the highly
sensitive bill touching these smal] living

animals they startled and. sniffed aloud,

and oceasionally kicked el
food dish, Gohi avagely at the

On' the slightest touch. by an
moving. object, excepling its maie‘s? th%
kiwi utters 2 h_tarsh,_nngr_v hissing sound
and: strikes vigorously with its yight
foot.’ . e

5

LIGHT THROUGH COLOURED
GLASS.
When conducting experiments and ob.
gerving their habits, I used a dim light,
with several shades of coloured glass,

including  Llue, green, red, and ~ yel-
low. * 1 used only one colour on each
night. All the colours used . did not
seum fo

_ affect their eyesight appreciable
or 'dis.conr,crt- them %n fny ;]ezsff g:;
the nights devoted to experiments with
various foods, 1 saf on g folded saclk
in the corner behind the lamp, which
cast its dim light over the whole floor
where all the birds could be seen feed-
ing, drinking, and ‘disporting  them.
selves. The drinking trough was 18in
square by 12in deep, and was daily
filled with clean water, When drink-
ing, the birds often dipped 'their head
under water and produced g bubbling
and gurgling sound. Oy withdrawing
the head from the water they raised the
long bill to an angle of 50 degrees  to
65 degrecs, and, forcing the water from
the mouth and threat, caused i to run
down the neck to wei angd wash the
body. The process was continued from
five to ten minutes or more, until the
body and feathers were well-wetted,
After a vigorous ruffling of the feathers
and shaking of the body, they would go
oub to the grass yard, and almast im-
mediately attack the wire-netting work
to escape and be free. No Dirds work
more determinedly and pessistently than
the kiwi to gain their freedom. When
attacking the wire-netting they frequent.
ly. paw ab it with ‘the right foot, and
ocasionally endeavour to sap under if.
This has to be safeguarded by sinking
the wire-nettip; two feef, deep in  the
ground. On tiving of attacking. and sap-
ping, as explained, they would wander
to and fro on a narrow path in the
yard for an hour or more, and aTain
remew the attacks on {he '1\rire-ne:ﬁng,
Of the fiftean birds that T experimented
with all remained irreconcilahle to rap-
tivity and unrelenting in their efjorts
to escape.

TIGHTERS: A DUERT,
GAME.-COCK.

Notwithstanding frequent  careful
handling and fondling the hirds of vay.
lous ages to tame them  they wers
wholly untamable. The snowewhite
chicks, only a few days old, used thejr
feet freely, and angrily svapped the eoft
tender bill when molested,  On geveral
aceasions I placed a full-grown domes-
tic game-cock in the grass yard in the
evening to observe lis receplion, and
test the kiwi's eyesight. On entering

WITH A



the yard in the dusk the kiwi—a large
and vicious female—assailed liim, and
would have killed him had 1 not ister-
vened. The kiwi had kicked hall the
feathers off his buck und breast, and
had wounded him severely when I stop-
ped the melee. Uhe sparrow-hawk is ex-
tremely violent when its nest -is ap-
proached or disturbed, but the kiwie'
ferocity and rage, when fighting, quite
surpasses it.  When two Kiwis engage
in combat they rush furiously at each
other 's't,rilf.iug rapidly with the rght
foot, The impact generally causes both
ta roll over each time until they are
exhausted. p
The call of the kiwi somewlat re-
sembles that of the weka, but is harsher,
and not 50 loud or far-reaching. While
sitting on the floor of their houge ob-
serving” the birds one or other 'would
call, for a few seconds, within three
or four feet of me. When ealling, the
head is held at a slightly upward anglo
with the bill wide open.” The ¢all thus
heard  so near is raucous and diseord-
ant.  On hearing a responsive hail from
O,l]:r-_l'r kiwis in the bLush in Pukekura
Paric the caller would listen attentively
until the response ceased..
oving picture films should be obtain-
ed showing theso vemarkable birds not
only in their native haunts, but also in
other places under conditions where arti-
ficial light could be used for the purpose
of observing their peculiarities. Gramo-
phone records of their calls should, in

addition, he pr ] d
of the future. preserved for bird lovers

WAIKATO TIMES,
JANUARY 1, 1924

KIWI AS A WATER WARRIOR

During the years that we ¢xperi-
mented with kiwis we occaslonally
submitted them to certain tests to vn-
able us to observe and ascertain same
of their more obscure habjts. ~ We
tried thelr swimming powers. -We
took them In a boat, on dull days, dur-
ing mild weather, and dropped. thera
gently In the middle of the lake in
Pukekura Park. We tried them on
both calm and stormy days. Though
not such active or rapid swimmers 2s
wekas are, kiwis are good and strong
swimmers alike in. rough or smooth
waters.  On placing the birds in the
water, they generally swam in a litile
cirele for a few seconds, and would
then swim direct for the shadiest and
darkest slde of the lake:  When pro-
pelling themselves through the water,
the shoulders and neck are well clear
of the surface. Their slower motion
{s more a walking in the water than
a swimming stroke. = The birds be-
ing naturally endowed with powerful
legs and big feet, should enable them
to swim faster than they do. They
are quite indifferent to a fast or slow
pace when swimming, and are as pug-
nacious afloat as they are ashore.. On
being touched on the bill -or neck in
the water, they would hiss and snap
the bill, and strike vigorously with the
right foot at the offending ol_)jcct.
Occasionally, when kicking, they went
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under the water, but rose again each
time determined on self-defence. On
rising, they blow the water faken in
from the nostrils, and are indifferent
to submersion. .. They are capable of
remaining jn the water for an hour or
more without any apparent exhaustion
or -inconvenience. ' All such experi-
ments' were tried - with - birds - that
showed no sign of pairing or nesting,
and which were also in robust health.

WAIKATO INDEPENDENT
NOVEMBER 8, 1927
KIWI IN A SHED

‘A TUrenui farmer caught a kiwi on
his farm rceently, but on learning that
the bird is protected he let it go (states
the Taranaki News). As a matter of
fact, kiwis will not live in captivity for
long and will not breed. The cxception
is the ease of some kiwis that had their
habitat in Pukekura Park, New Ply:
mouth, some years ago. The then eura-
tor (Mr W. W. Smith) had two of them
in a 'shed near, his cottage, and they
rearcd a young ome. The egg of the
kiwi sometimes attains five inches in
length. '



1908

At the start of this period of the Park’s history, the Board consisted of: Chairman, F. P. Corkill;
Messrs R. C. Hughes, S. Percy Smith, C. W. Govett, W. L. Newman, H. Ford and R. Cock and three
representatives from the council. Hughes and Ford had been on the Board of the Recreation Ground
since its inception in 1875.

1908 was an important year for the Park. The name Pukekura Park had been adopted just prior to the
new year with little fanfare. The name was promoted by Percy Smith suggesting that Pukekura was
the Maori name for the valley in which the Park was formed.

New Years Day saw the official opening of the newly revamped Sports Ground. The ground had
undergone major improvements since November 1906. The playing area had been lengthened and
widened by more than twenty yards in each direction. The ground level had also been raised by
approximately four feet and an improved drainage system installed. The original terraces were cut
back and bigger terraces cut into the hills, increasing the seating capacity dramatically. The Sports
Ground Committee was rewarded for their effort by hosting the New Zealand athletics
championships in late February.

William Walter Smith was appointed curator and held the position until 1920. His influence on the
Park was noticeable and still is to this day. He was instrumental in replacing a lot of the original pine
trees in favour of natives. He had many interests, being a keen amateur ornithologist, entomologist,
meteorologist and as became apparent in 1920, astronomer. He is famous for being the first person to
breed kiwi in captivity, which he did in the early 1910s. Later in the decade he also successfully bred
weka. At the time, his kiwi breeding was not well recognised. Where he bred the kiwi is debateable.
It is the writer’s belief that Smith made a purpose-built building near the curator’s house on Victoria
Road where he was living.

Percy Smith made his mark on the Park this year. The Serpentine which he designed was completed
and the beautiful wisteria next to the Tea House was his handy work. He designed and built the
original mamaku pergola (bower) for wisteria and other creeping flowers.

A start was made to the construction of a swimming pool for the Central School students. It was
located between the present Tea House and the Fred Parker Lawn. Unfortunately, it was never used
as the spring which was to feed the pool dried up.

Donations:

Mr J. W. Wilson, Rob Roy canoe; Mr Wittle, horse mower and horse roller; Mr Crozier, Frankley
Road, kiwi.

Plant donations included:

From an anonymous donor in New Plymouth, Japanese cherries as follows: 3 Flore Pleno Alba, 6
Ukon, 6 Hizakawa, 6 Thirs-Fugen, 6 Amanogawa, 6 Hoso-kawa-beni, 6 Yoshina, 6 Oku-mizako, 9
Kofugen, 6 Bijokau, 6 Beni-Fugen, 9 Takysau, 2 Rhododendron ponticum alba and 2 Genista
andreana; Mr W. Park, FRHS, Palmerston North, 2 Adiantum formosum, 2 Asplenium cuneifolium, 2
Lomaria lucida, 2 Clematis afoleata, 1 Exochorda sp, 1 Helianthus florepleno, 1 Oxalis alba, 2
Funkia subcordata, 1 Heuchera alba, 1 Cineraria maritima, 12 Cineraria hybrids, 1 Bignonia
glandra, 1 Dracophyllum longifolium, 1 Senecio laxifolius, 1 Convallaria maplis (majalis) and 1
Akebia japonica; Mrs Humphries, 5 bags of mixed bulbs including narcissus, Lilium grandiflorum,
gladioli, 2 Alstroemeria and 2 Kerria japonica; Mr Fraser (New Plymouth) and Mr Harold
Hursthouse (Greymouth), rare Olearias plants; Dr Walker and Mr Bereton: pomegranate plants; Mr
Codd of Ngatoro, Inglewood, a collection of cactus dahlias, lilies and amaryllis; Mr R Davies, from
the Coromandel ranges near Paeroa, collection of native plants; anonymous donor, 75 Prunus pseudo
cerasus.
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Summary of significant events

Opening of Sports Grounds, January 1, 1908

Robert Mace resigns and William Walter Smith is employed as curator

Powerful Electric Arc Lamps installed at the Sports Ground

The Sports Ground hosted the New Zealand Championship Athletics Meeting
Serpentine Constructed

W. W. Smith starts developing the Gilbert Street Entrance area

Sports Ground Committee purchased new roller

New bridges constructed at waterfall near Glibert Street entrance (now the waterwheel)
W. W. Smith starts developing a fernery on Manhattan Island

Wisteria pergola (bower) next to Tea House constructed by Percy Smith

Work starts on Central School swimming pool behind the Tea House

Borough Council increase subsidy so the Board can increase W. W. Smith’s wages

Taranaki ruby team beat a touring British side.

A TPORTION OF THE FINE NEW SPORTS GROUNDS OPENED AT PURKEKURA PARK. NEW PLYMOUTH, ON JANUARY 1, 1908. W. A Callis,

(Auckland Weekly News, January 16, 1908.)

8
PP....



TH, JANUARY 2, 1908
OPENING OF SPORTS GROUND

OFFICIAL OPENING.

The New Plymouth Recreation Sports
Ground was officially opened yesterday,
the event boing marked by a monster
Garden Party. The climatic condi-
tions were ideal for an al fresco gath-
oring, with the result that there was a
record attendance for a garden party.
Pukekura Park (or as it was until re-
contly known the Recreation Grounds)
is looked upon as one of the most con-
venient beauty spots of the Dominion
and has always been held in high esti-
mation by visitors, even more so per-
haps than the townspeople themselves.
The improvements that have been ef-
fected, referring more particularly to
the sports arena, will no doubt add con-
siderably to its popularity. The work
of improvement was undertaken some
eighteen months age by an energetic
committee—Messrs - A. L. Humphries
(chairman), J. Clarke (secretary),, J.
Griffiths (treasurer), Ford, Perham,
George Southam, Stocker, Tribe, and
Hobbs.” The work actually begun in
November, 1906. At that time, it was
barely possible to obtain a track of 300
vards, and the accommodation provid-
ed for spectators at football and cricket
matches was inadequate. These two
points were always kept in view, and
the course of action was so judiciously
thought-out that to-day a track of 440
yards can be obtained and the twenty-
two terraces made, mot including the
commodious promenade immediately
encireling the playing arena, are cap-
able of seating 2000 people. These im-
provements have naturally incurred o
large expenditure, but the appeals for
funds by the committee have been lib-
erally responded to. To date a sum of
over £1200 has been expended, and to
complets the work the committee have
in view a further £800 is still required.
Then the grounds will once more be
handed over to the charge of the Park
Board. The playing field has been well
drained, as wns evidenced yesterday,
for although there had been heavy
rains only a few.hours before, the turf
was guite dry.

The opening ceremony wag performed
by the Mayor (Mr E. Dockrill), who
addressed the throng from the lower of
the terraces immedistely facing the
main entrance. He said the committee
desired him to heartily thank the pub-
lic for the generous financial assistance
they had accorded, without which
the improvements ecould not have
been accomplished. Of-the £1200 ex-
ponded £800 had been raised by means
of subseriptiors' and entertainments
and the remaining £400 had becn bor-
rowed from the New Zealand Rugby
Union through the Taranaki Union at
the very low rate’of interest of 2} per
cent. This amount of £400 had been
guaranteed by residents in sums of
£20. The committee desired approxi-
mately a further £800 to complete
their scheme and trusted the -public
would extend to them liberal patronage
in the future as in the past, in order
that it may be given effect to. Among
other things they required was a grand
stand, and it was intended in those
places where terraces could not be pro-
vided to plant flowering shrubs, so that
the surroundings would be made even
more delightful than they were at pre-
sent. The moving spirit in the whole
of this matter had been Mr A. Humph-
ries, and to this gentleman they owed
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more than to any other what they. saw
around them. The secretary (Mr
Clarke) had been nvremitting in his
exertions and'' hur done a Trojan’s
work. -In conclusion he would like to
take that opportunity of thanking on
behalf of the public the members of the
committee. (Applause.)

His A Worship then declared the
grounds open amid applause.

Numerons, attractions were provided
for the visitors. Messrs W. Bewley and
Sorrenson (Palmerston North) kindly
placed their motor cars at the disposal
of the committec and ran trips around
the course. During the whole after-
noon there was a great rush for rides
by the youngsters and nearly. £10 was
taken by this means.. A team from the
Taranaki Guards under Captain Mills
gave a capital exposition of physical
drill, their movements being gone
through' with wonderful precision and
nestness. The Fire Brigade events,
carried out under the supervision of
the following officials, were full of in-
terest : —Starter, Mr J.. Harvey; time-
keepers, Messrs J. Bennett' and W.
Roberts; judges, Messrs T.'R. Ford, F.
Carrington, F. .C. Griffiths, and T
Parker; director, , Mr ‘F.. Bellringer.
Decorated bikes and go-carts were
wheeled about the eénclosure, and the
Te Rslep:v Band oreated roars of laugh-
ter. Peddie Bros. gave a display, this
proving. s popular;item. The pillow-
fighting .on the spar by the youngsters
wa3 af times rather oxciting and al-
ways amusing. Among other items in
a varied programme were throwing the
cricket ball, tilting: the ring, ohstacle
races, etc. Fruit and lolly stalls did
good business, also the afternoon tea
and fice-oream booths. The Garrison
Band added much to the afternonn’s
enjoyment by the excellent programme
of music rendered. The following are
the results:— ,

Five men Fire Brigade event: New
Plymouth A (Lieut. Boon, Foreman
Clark, BRecretary Ford, Firemen J.
Way and Hardwick) 39 1-5secs. Fite-
roy (Foremen I’arkgm and Griffiths and
Firemen Lamb, Old, and R. Bellringer)
40 2-6secs. Eltham A (Foreman Mur-
ray, Firemen Cooper, Cook, Potts, and

n) 42 4-Gsecs., with 2secs. penalty
added. FEltham B 'and New Plymouth
B also competed, .their.time being 45
and 46 4-5eecs. respectively.

Three men Fire Brigade event: Néw
Plymouth, A.(Lieut. Boon, Foreman
Clarke, and Secretary Ford) 39 4-5secs,
New Plymouth B (Firemen Hardwick,
W. Way, and J. Way) 48secs. Fiteroy
A (Foremen Parkine and Griffiths,
Fireman Lamb) 49 I-5sec. :

Tug-of-War: After a. number of stul-
horn pulls Ster Football Club's team
were declared the winners. Teams com-
peting were as follows: Maoris, Star.
Borough Council. Fire Brigade, and
Garrison Band (2).

Tilting the ring: : A. Garner, 58
sncs.

Throwing the cricket ball: A, K.
Blundell and M. Robertson, dead heat.

Obstacle Yaco: W. Chong was the
only competitor complying with regu-
lations.

Pillow-fighting on spar: Boys under
12, A. Mumby 1, D. Fox 2, H. Pater-
son 3; Bors uader 15, J. McCraeken 1,
A. Mumbr 2, D. Yox 3. " .

Bost decorated bike and trailer: Mr
Frothy (decorated by Miss Ivy Blitler).

Best docorafed go-catt: Mrs Kébbel
(decorated by * Miss K. .Hametton).
(Judged. by’ Mesdames Dockrill and
Day). : y ?

The arrangements were carried out
without a hitch.  Altogether about
£160 was token, £130. of ‘which was
received at the gates, ‘
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TH, JANUARY 3, 1908
LETTER OF THANKS TO SPORTS
COMMITTEE FROM BOARD

(Te the Editor.)

Sir,—To-day’s Herald records tlie
asuccessful ‘opening of the new Sports
Ground in Pukekura Park, a work
which reflects the greatest credit upon
the energetic few who have had the
matter in hand. When, some.two years
ago, the trustees of the Park agreed
to grant the lease which wonld give
these enthusiasts a legal standing and
enable them to inmaugurate the bold
scheme of improvement, there were
many who prophesiad failure and iwit-
ted the members of the Board with the
dismal prospect of a half-finished work
thrown on their hands as the result of
misguided zeal and inndequate means.
These forebodings have not been real-
ised and as the fruit of the labours of
the Sports Committee we now have a
ground which cannot be approached in
this. Dominion. On behalf of the trus-
tees I would like to express. to Mr
Arthur Humphriee and, his associates
our satisfaction with their fulfilment
of their obligations t0 us and our
hearty congratulations on the splendid
result of their efforts.—I am, eto.,

F. P. COREILL,
Chairman Pukekura Park Trustees.
January 2nd, 1908.

TH, JANUARY 3, 1908
25 LB EEL FOUND IN LAKE

The Muoris engaged on e work of
puking the new pood ab the Reereation
Groumd made o fine haul  from U
sty Vesterday o the shupe of an enl
which turned "the geale at over 23iha

TH, JANUARY 7, 1908

NEW PLYMOUTH CALEDONIAN
SOCIETY.

NEW ZEALAND CHAMPIONSHIP
ATHLETIC MEETING.

To be held in the
RECREATION SPORTS GROUND,
NEW PLYMOUTH,
EDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26,

1908.

Under the Rules of the N.Z. Athletic
Union and N.Z. League of Wheelmen.

PROGRAMME.

Running.

Provincial Maiden Race, 150 yards, lst
30s, second 10s ; nomination 2s
Half-mile Handicap, 1st 100s, 2nd 30s;
nomination 3s, acceptance 2s.

One Mile Handicap, 1st 100s, 2nd 30s;
nomination 3s, acceptance 2s.

GRAND CALEDONIAN HANDICAP,
of £60 cash (thres distances).—120
yards, 1st 100s, 2nd 40s, 3rd 20s;
290 yards, 1st 100s, 2nd 40s, 3rd
20s8; 440 yards, 1st 100s, 2nd 40s,
8rd 20s; with added points prize of
1st 340s, 2nd 120s, 3rd 60s; nomina-
tion 10s, acceptance:5s.

Forced Handicap, 220 yards, lst 40s,
2nd 10s; winners 2s, losers ls.



Championship Events.

CHAMPIONSHIP OF NEW ZEALAND
—100 yards, 1st gold medal and 40s,

~ 9nd 20s; nomination Zs.
CHAMPIONSHIP OF NEW ZEALAND
—440 yards, 15t gold medal and 60s,

9nd 208; nomination 38.
CHAMPIONSHIP OF NEW ZEALAND
—880 yards, 1st gold medal and 60s,

2nd 20s; nomination 3s.

Cycling.

Novice Handicap, one mile, 1st 30s, 2nd
10s ; nomination 2s.

One Mile, open, 1st 80s, 2nd 20, 3rd
10s ; nomination 2s, aceeptance 2s.

One Mile and a-half, open, of £9 lds,
1st 80s and Messrs E. Reynolds and
Co.’s £4 4s trophy, 2nd 20s, 3rd 10s

* momination 3§, acceptance 2s.

DOMINION WHEEL RACE, 2 miles, of
£20 5s, cash, 1st 280s, 2nd 80s, 3rd
358, 4th 10s; nomination 108, ae-
ceptance 4s.

Highland Events.

Bagpipe Music, marches, 1st 60s, 2nd
20s ; nominatiopn 2s.

Bagpipe Music, Strathspoys and Reels,
1st 60s, 2nd 20s; nomination 2s.
Highland Fling in costume, open, lst

40s, 2nd 10s; nomination 2s.

Sword Dance in costume, open, lst 40s,
2nd 10s ; nomination 2s.

Highland Fling for boys under 16, 1st
20s or gold medal, 2nd 5s; nomina-
tion free. *

Highland Fling for girls under 16, 1st
20s or gold medal, 2nd 5s; nomina-
tion free.

Sword Dance for boys under 18, 1st 208
or gold medal, 2nd 5s; nomination
free.

Sword Dance for girls under 16, 1st 20s
or gold medal, 2nd 5s; nomination

. free.

Reel for boys and girls under 16, 10s for
est boy dancer and 10s for best
irl dancer; nemination free.

NOMINATIONS CLOSE on FEBRU-
ARY b5th, 1908 ; Handicaps appear about
FEBRUARY 17th. Winners after de-
claration may be re-handicapped.

Last twaq years’ performances to ac-
company each nomination, and té be
made on the New Zealand Athletic
Union forme. If no performances for
the last two years, the last five perferm-
ances to be given. Competitors for all,
except boys’ and girls’ events, must be
registered with some centre'or Bodiety
affiliated to the. New Zealand Athletic
Union, or reeiprocal body in-Australia. .

Every competitor must be registered
by New Zealand Athletic Union.

No entry will be received from #ny
person disqualified or suspended by the
New Zealand Athletic Union, or from
any defaulter.

. Points in the Caledonian Handicap to
count 3, 2 and 1. In the event of a tie,
run-off to be over 220 yards.

Handicappers Mr Ulic Shannon, Wel-
lington, assisted by Mr W. McDonald,
Dunedin.

JAMES McLEOD,
Secretary.

.0 Dox 87 New Plymouth.
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TH, JANUARY 14, 1908
PARK UPDATE

The new arrangements at the Tea
Room are proving quite satisfactory.
Mr. Legg has sent the Board a New
Year's gift of £1.

The bridges above and helow the
waterfall at the town end of Pukekura
Park have been rebuilt and made per-
fectly safe with wire netting, so that
nervous mothers need no longer fear to
take their children to see the pretty
cascade.

The water lily pond in the park is
now looking at its best, the dense mass
of foliage being studded with myriads
of lovely blooms.

The decayed vegetable matter which
is- being removed from the raupo
swamp at the head of the large lake
and deposited round the banks, will
make a first-class soil for the cultiva-
tion of masses of iris and other bulbs
and tubers. The Board will be very
glad to hear from, any, good citizen who
can spare a few pounds for outlay in
this direction.

The Chairman of the Board desires
to acknowledge with thanks the gift
of a Rob Roy canoe with paddles, etc.,
from Mr. J. W. Wilson.

The last of the male swans from the
Royal Swannpery on the Thames was
found dead in the park the other day.
The surviving cygnet is making good
growth, but has one leg crippled. Both
these mishaps are attributed to dogs.

Good progress is being made with
the extension of the large lake, and it
is expected that the excavation will be
comflobed by the emd of the present
week.

TH, JANUARY 11, 1908
FILLIS ST BOUNDARY FENCE

The Recreation Sports Ground Com-
‘mittee wishes to thank the following
gentlemen' for sssisting to creet gra-
tuttously the iron fenee on the bound-
ary facing Fillis Strect :—Messrs. Colo-
man senr., F. Colemap, C. Crloman.
L. Byllot, W. Chong and (i. Stokes.Ben

Tippins
EIORY
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TH, JANUARY 18, 1908
PARK BOARD MEETING

A meeting of the Pukekura Park
Board was held in the Park on Tnes-
day. Present: Messrs. ¥. P. Corkill
(chairman), C. W. Govett, S. Perey
Smith, W. L. Newman, R. C. Hughes,
B. Cock, H. Ford, W. A. (Collis, and
T. Bellringer. The continunanco of bi-
cyele riding in the park was again
brought before the Board, and it was
resolved to enforce the by-law by pro-
secuting. It was decided, before filling
the lake with water, to erect a con-
crete dam near the tea-rooms. It was
resolved to procure a further shipment
of fireworks in England. The Board
also resolved that stops should be taken
to let the 2} acres of land on the
Brooklands Road on lease upon the same
terms as the School Commissioners’
leases. Mr. C. W. Govett was granted
leave of absence during his visit to
urope, and the Board cordially wished
him a pleasant trip. A vote of thanks
was passed to Messrs. Boon Bros,,
builders, for lendiwg the Board a

winch, and to Mr. J. W. Wilson for

gift of a eanoe. The park was placed
in-chargé of Mr. 8. Percy Smith for
the ensuing period. It was stated at
tho meeting that the lake would- be
filled up again to its original level 'in
about four weeks’ time. The Board
regrets that some visitors to the park
have been damaging some of the shrubs
and iree ferns by bresking off branches.
The Board will feel indebted te anyone
giving the . names of the offenders.

10

TH, JANUARY 27, 1908
PARK UPDATE

During the past few weeks a notable
transformation has been effected by the
Pukekura Park Board. Some little
time ago the Board had placed at its
disposal a sum1 of £300 through the
large-heartedness of members of a well
known local fawmily, and it was decided
that this very acceptable sum should be
devoted to a permanent improvement
in the form of an extemsion to the
large lake. Plans were prepared by
Mr §. Percy Smith, F.R.G.S., and un-
der this gentleman’s supervision the
work has been successfully catried out.
It has involved the excavation of the
long narrow swamp extending from the
upper bridge near the boat-house to
the boundary of Brooklands, Mr New-
ton King’s property. A beautiful
waterway with an average depth of
three feet has been created. It will be
available for boating. The length of
the course over which boats can be
rowed has been doubled. The silt and
vegetable matter taken out in the pro-
cess of excavation has been used to
form the banks and ‘a wide pathway
around the lake. The Board hopes to
be enabled to plant the margins with
a fine display of bulbs, ete, Only lack
of funds can prevent the trustees from
making the surroundings of the new
sheet of water very attractive. Most
of the labour has been done by Maoris
working under thé control of Mr A.
Cole, who, we are informed, has proved
himzelf a very capable and tactful
overseer,

T!le Chairman of the Board hopes
during the present summer ‘to procure
a number of cygnets or grown swans,
both black and white, from lakes in the
Waikato district. It may, however, be
mentioned that the Board is much em-
barrassed by people persisting in tak-
ing dogs into the Park, in contraven-
tion of the bye-laws. Tho members
hesitate to prosecute, hut the fact re-
mains that for years past all their
‘efforts to stock the waters ‘with birds
have been largely frustrated by the
depredations of dogs. It will probably
be necessary- to make an example of
gonreone, unless the practice ceases.

At the lower end of the large pond
Messrs Boon Bros. are now building a
new outlet’ with concrete sills. When
this is complete it is intended to raise
the water in the lake to twelve inches
higher than its former level.

TH, JANUARY 29, 1908
PRAISE FOR SPORTS GROUND

The Sydney Telegraph’s correspond-
ent who accompanied the New South
Wales teachers to New Plymouth, writ-
ing of the Recreation Sports Ground,
says “ the ground is absolutely unique
im its picturesque aspect and its nat-
ural conveniences. Several beautiful
trees must be yot sacrificed to the gods
of cricket, and the ontfield still re-
quires attention, but the ground is a
moniment to the untiring and unselfish
work of the football and cricket sports
of Taranaki. " :



TH, JANUARY 30, 1908
IMPROVEMENTS FOR SPORTS
MEETING

The sports oval at Pukekura Park is
being greatly improved. The work is
being carried on under the superin-
tendence of Mr A. Humphries (Chair-
man of the Sports Ground Committee),
assisted by Mr W. Perham. The tracks
should be in excellent condition for the
championship meeting.

Yesterday, the 120 yards, Sheffield,
track (which is also the marching
course for the Band Contest) was top-
dressed and sown in guick-growing
Italinn rye. In the evening it was
rolled with a two-ton roller.

Four men will be sonstantly employ-
ed on the track from now till the time
of the meeting. The improvements al-
ready made are vast.

The circular track is to be on the
scale of five laps to-a mile.

Entries are coming in well for the
championship meeting. Six entries for
cycling events were- received last night
from ss far afield as Auckland and
Blenheim. Entries do not close nngil
February 6.

TH, FEBRUARY 4, 1908
SPORTS GROUND LIGHTING

Electric light poles have  been
erected around the Regreation Sports
Ground. Four powerful arc lamps will
be used in addition to sevoral smaller
ones. Aw admirable effect will be re-
alised in future.at all evening, enter-
tainmentg in the grounds, the lamps
taving been fixed in such a manner

that not only the sports arena but the

wholoe of the ‘terraces are admiraply
illumined. An arc lamp is also being
fised at the main ontrance to the

grounds.

TH, FEBRUARY 5, 1908
OFFER TO FUND ROLLER

A sportsmanlike offer in the interests
of cricket has heen made hy Mr K.
Whittle, one of the most enthusiastie
of local cricketers. Recognising that a
roller and a mower were needed for the
New Plymouth ground, Mr Whittle
brought the matter up and then gener-
ously guaranteed to provide a horse
mower and a horse roller (to cost about
£100), the Sports Ground Committee to
repay him as soon as finances would
permit.

TH, FEBRUARY 17, 1908
PARK IMPROVEMENTS UPDATE

During the past fortnight the water
in the large lake has been rising slowly
and has covered the bed of the exten-
gion sufficiently to enable the whole
length to be roved over by the hon. sec-

retary, Mr Tribe, who thus earns the
distinotion of being the first circum-
navigator.

Mr Newton King has an extensive
work in dprogrena in that part of his
Brooklands tﬁ:uperty which immediate-
ly adjoins Park. The is who
did such excellent work for the Beard
are now employed by Mr King in form-
ing 8 large sheet of water which will
streteh from the Park boundary for a
long distance into Brooklands and,
when finished, will add greatly to the
charms of the domain.

Under the supervision of Mr 8. Per-
oy Smith, F.R.G.8., the crumbling
bank opposite the bathing house has
been faced with solid mamaku (tree
forn) trunks secured with steel rails,
mnkinﬁ a very.substantial and perman-
ent iob. o

Messrs Boon Bros, have completed
the conerete sill which will form the
outlet for the overflow of the water
from the large lake. o

It is suggested that the swimming
bath for the Central SBchool should be

constru ‘ithmediately behind the
bathing'house, at the lower end of thie
volley leading up to the urse. It

is believed that at this point a fine
sheet of water can be crea with a
wrood hatd bottem and nicely graduated

depth. . .
r Percy Smith has planned and is

about to construct a pergola or open
arbour aiunﬁ the eastern side of the
little lawn by the Tea House. This
will be formed of mamaku trunks with
a roof of wire netting, and the struc-
ture will be covered with flowering
creepers—wistaria, bignonia, passion
flower, solanum, and such like. .

On Sunday there were hundreds of
vigitors in the Park. The cygnet has
grown amazingly of late and is now a
fine looking bird.

Considering the dry weather we have
had, the Bports Committee has the
Oval in capital order for the coming
events. ;

The custodian, Mr. Mace, has inti-
mated his deside to be relieved of his
appointment iu consequence of increas-
ing * hardness of hearing. Since he
has been in charge Mr. Aace has done
excollent work, and his retirement is

rngret‘t.ed, h.y'his em})loynrs_. ‘o

The Maori cucampment in the Park
was & centre of interest fo the many
visitors-on Sunday. During, the after-
noon preparations wore being made for
the evening meal, and the bill of fare
included a large dishh of the poro-iti,
an excellent npative substitute for cab-
bage or spinach. A kapa Maori was
used t"o rm'okQ potut(:es m'u.a| kumikumi.

A good deal of clenning up hes heen
done with the objoct of lessening dan-
ger from fire, and the Board has
consed notices to he posted yp, askin
smolors to be carelul in the use o
matches.

- *® - -

The Board is anxiots to make fur-
ther considerable improvements which
should necessitate an outlay of about
£100, but exhaustion of funds and an
overdraft nearly. up to limit will pro-
bably neccssitate a.poliey of economy
for the next couple of years,

TH, FEBRUARY 25, 1908
ROLLER FOR SPORTS GROUND

The Takapuna arrived from the
South at noon to-day. She brought
120 tons of general cargd, including
the reller for the Recreation BSports
Ground committee.

TH, FEBRUARY 18, 1908
SPORTS GROUND SEAT DONATION

The Recreation Bports Ground Com-
mittee has rmei\'NF a donation of 2
row of scats from Mossrs I’. Hopkins
amd Tunbridge, also a row from the
staff of £lie Taranaki Herald.

TH, FEBRUARY 6, 1908
SPORTS GROUND SEATS REQUIRED

The Recreation Sports Ground Com-
mittee is anxious to complete the seat-
ing of the terraces in time for the Band
Contest, and so will be glad to receive
any donations. It may not be generally
known that 958 will provide the ma-
terial for one set of seats, while the
cost of erection has been provided gra-
tuitously by Mr George George. We
have to-day to acknowledge an anony-
mous donation of 258 for this object,
which will be duly handed to the com-
mittee.

|
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TH, FEBRUARY 24, 1908
PARK UPDATE—MACE RESIGNS

Visitors to the Park should notice
the heautiful scarlet blossoms of the
cuealyptus ficifolin, which are now ex-
panding. There are two nice trees
ahbout half-woy between the boat-house
and the head of the lake, another be-
tween the tea-house and tho Oval, and
another on the highex level behind the
racecourss.

- * - -

It is suggested that the Board might
gllow the lilehoat to make trips on
the lake tor the pleasure of country
visitors who will be in town for the
ovents of Tueaday, Wednesday and
Thursday. Threepenny voyages would
douht.aasu prove great alttrn{:tmzt.

During the past week tho growth of
aguatic plants which was taking pos-
session of the lower lake has heen
dredged out, and there is once again a
nice clear sheot of water. A few days
ago one of the wild ducks brought out
a brood of ten, but the rats and eeo
have already reduced the number by
one-half. i
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TH, FEBRUARY 28, 1908
NZ ATHLETICS CHAMPS

NEW ZEALAND CHAMPIONSHIP
MEETING.

Almost as though obedient to the
wishes of the public the heavy rain ‘of
Tuesdpar coased in good time for, Wed-
nesday’s eports meating. A glorious
day, sunny and fresh, was exparienced,
The meeting was the Championahip
Caledonian meeting of the Dominion,
run in conpection- with the New Ply-
month Caledonian Society's =znpual
meeting and under the auspices of the
Socioty. There were nearly 4000 peo-
ple present. That bemutiful natoral
amphitheatre, the gports oval at Puke-
knra Park, with its numerous terfaces
animoated by gaily dressed humamity,
was a rare spectacle, The ground, un-
doubtedly the moet beautiful in New
Zealand, was m{fﬂ charming than aver
with the added attraction; visitors
were onraptured. Owing to the unir-
ing efforis of Mr James - (the
secretary) and an energetic commiiiee,
the arrangements were comprebensive,
The meeting was attended some of
the leading officinls in professional rin-
ning control, sll 'of whom were -de-
lighted with the management of the
meeling, Regrettabif.. the champion-,
ship events brought forth small felds.
Only Bhives and Morris were on’ the
mark in the 100 yards, but several
other runners generously went out, to
mike a bigger field. Morris retained
his title as the recognised premicr
sprinter of New' Zeuland, though he
had not such s hollow victory that he
“made hacks of the fiald"', the fime
shows that he was extended. The, ey-
eling way a treat. The New Zealand
Lack markers were seen opt und some
of the middle and limit men were wor-
thy opponents. The running of A.
Campbell in the mile handicap should
have been inguired into. The track
was a bit heavy, but some good times
were registerod. All day long the
musie of the Sdot floated dp from the
oval and ever and anon the crowd on
the end terrace was heazd applauding
the dancing or the playing of somo
kiltad Deing, The Sootoh opmpetitions
were of very high grade, ollowing



TH, March 10, 1908
W W SMITH APPOINTED CURATOR

The Trustees of the Pukekura Park
(l:u.tee Recreation Grounds) have a
[:oointecl as I(:urn.tm'f htiﬁ' Ww. Ei{l:.'i gﬂnm:

tely i 1arge O e mu
s';rvg; l:::: cPa.lr:ﬁtaarﬂi:cu'l North, but best
known by his long and successful con-
nection with the Ashburton Domain.

TH, March 13, 1908
W W SMITH ACCEPTS POSITION

Telegrams have been received to-day
from eiir W. W. Bmith, F.R.H.8.,
stating that he accepts the position of
custodian of the Pukekyra Park and
will take up his _duties dbout the end
of next week. We notice in the Pal-
merston North Eapers the fact re-
corded that a public_meeting is being
held in Palmerston North to-night for
the purpose of endeavouring to retain
the services of Mr Smith.

the Borough Council at their meefing
on April 13 with a view of obtaining
an increased subsidy. The grounds were
placed in charge of Mr 8. Percy Smi
for the ensuing period. It was decid-
ed that endeavours should be made to
ascertain the pames of the n who
wilfully damaged some of the trees in
the grounds and that upon the name
being found immediate prosecution
should be instituted.

TH, March 17, 1908
PALMERSTON NORTH RESIDENTS
WANT SMITH TO RETURN

The strong feeling of the ratepayers
of Palmerston regarding the resigna“
tion of Mr. W. W. Smith curator of
resorves, culminated last _Fr:dnf even-
ing (says a local paper) in a argely-
attended public meeting held at the
Municipal Hall, at which resolutions
ware carried asking the Borough Coun-
cil to retain Mr. Smith’s services. i
Smith was recently appointed
of Pukekura Park.

TH, March 19, 1908
WORK STARTED ON SCHOOL POOL

The monthly meeting of the High
School Board was held 'lgst night. Pre-
gent: Messrs. J. E. Wilson (chairman),
Bmith, Glasgow, Fraser and Dockrill.
Mr. MacDiarmid and Dr. Fookes were
granted leave of ahsence.

r. Smith reported that the Maoris
am}gloyod had eggmmenced the forma-
tion of the bathing-pond at the Park.

TH, March 21, 1908
W W SMITH STARTS WORK

The new enrator of Pukekura Park,
Mr W. W. Smith, F.R.H.8., arrived on
Thursday night and has taken charga
of the grounds.

TH, APRIL 4, 1908
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

A meeting of the Board -was held on
April' 1 at the office of Mr F. P. Cor-
kill. Present: Messrs . P. Corkil
chairman), 8. Percy Smith, W. L.

ewman, R. C. Hughes, Harris Ford,
W. A, Collis, and ¥, Bellringer. Mr
W. W. Smith, the new curator, was
also present, It was resolved that
committee consisting of the chairman,
Messrg 8. Percy Smith, and W. L.
Newman should take into consideration
the question of erecting a cottage for
the curator. A vote of thatks was
tendered to the annoymous donor of
Japanese chierry trees. The Board con-
sidered the question of finance and the
necessity of ih some way raising suffi-
cient funds to keep the grounds in good
order. It was resolved to wait upon

|
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TH, APRIL 8, 1908
BOARD TO SEEK BIGGER SUBSIDY

At a meeting of the Recreation
Grounds Board the other evening
it was decided fo wait upon the
Borough Council with a request
for a more substantial subsidy
from the borough funds towards
the maintenance of the grounds.
In supporting the request wé may
point out that while the needs
of the Board are growing greater
year by year its funds have suf-
fered during the last year or two
by the diversion of public support
to the sports ground and to Wes-
tern Park. It has been the en-
deavour of the Board every year
to carry out some permanent im-
provement to the grounds, some-
times with the assistance of
special donations for a specifig
purpose. Even if such works are
carrvied out—as, for instance, the
recent extension of the lake—
without trenching upen the ordi-
nary revenue they necessarily add
to the cost of general mainten-
ance afterwards. Every new
pathway that is cut requires after-
wards to be kept in order; every
young tree planted requires at«
tention until it Yecomes thorough-
ly established and safe from the
risk of being smothered by ranker
vegetation; so that it is now ne-
cessary to employ more labour
thm_a(l was required when the re-
serve was chiefly in a state of
nature. A generous donor has
presented a large number of Ja-
panese -cherry trees, and the
Board has to plant them and tend
them ; and as with all such places
as public parks the more there is
l};:lle the more requires doing. In
the past the Board. has managed
wonderfully to ‘carry out improve-
ments with the very small means
at its command. It has been
fortunate in its caretakers, who
have not spared themselves in
their efforts . to beautify the
grounds dnd make them what
they are—the most beautiful pub-
lic domain in New Zealand. In
Mr. W. W. Smith the Board has
secured a curator who is facile
princeps in the art of landscape
gardening, who' is competent to
advise, as well as to direct and
carry out further beautificafion

12

of the grounds. The time there-
fore seems opportune for an ef-

fort to place the finances on a
sounder footing. What is re-
quired is a steady assured income
of at least £300 a year, which
would enable the Board to pro-
perly maintain the grounds. Spe-
cial donations which come in the
way and occasional sums from
other sourcés would enable the
Board as now to do special work,
but the first essential is a steady
assured ingome for maintenance.
No fairer way, of securing, this can
be named than by subsidy from
the borough funds, for then all
would contribute. At present
the burden is unequally divided,
for the subscribers’ list is a very
limited one, and it is usually the
same list year. after year. It
is very little, after all, that is
asked for. A single shilling per
head of the population of the
borough, paid annually, would
remove a load of anxiety from the
shoulders of the Boa.,xfd, and few
would miss a. shilling a year.
The best way, however, to distri-
bute the cost seems to be to col-
lect it through the rates, and
we do not think there will be any
objection.td the Council substan-
tially increasing the subsidy for
the current year.

TH, APRIL 13, 1908
SPORTS GROUND FUNDRAISING

The members of the Recreation Sports
Ground Committee, with characteristic
onterprise, are endeayouring to raise
sufficient funds to enable them to carry
out the scheme of fully lighting the
sports ground. For this purpose they
have arranged with Mr. Perry’s orches-
tra to give a series of night concerts,
the first of which takes place in the
grounds on Wednesday next. Refer-
ence to our advertising columns will
show that the programme arranged is
something above the ordinary. Owin
to tho lateness of the season, this will
be the only concert held until after
the' winter,

TH, APRIL 14, 1908
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The annual meeting of the Recrea-
tion Grounds (Pukekura Park) Board
was held last night. Present: Messrs
¥. P. Corkill (chairman), 8. Percy
Smith, W, L. Newman, R. Cock, R. G,
Hughes, H, Ford, and Fred. Bellringar.
The chairman’s annual report and the
statement of recoipts and expenditure
were adopted. Mr.Corkill was re-elected
chairman. In view of the projected
departure of the hon. secretary, Mr E.
H. Tribe, for Britain, the Board passed
a resolution of appreciation of hig en-
orgy and zeal in the work, and wished
him a pleasant trip. Mr Tribe was
granted leave of absence to make the

trip. :



TH, APRIL 14, 1908
INTERVIEW WITH W W SMITH

CTIAT WITH THE NEW CURATOR.

Passing through Pukekara Park ihe
other day, ono of our representatives
came across Mr W. W, Smith, the new
cirator, busy tidying up the walks,

ete., und generally preparing for the
approaching planting season. Mr Smith

i one of the greatest wuthorities on
hotany in the Dominion, and a great
admirer of New Zealand foliage.

“What do  you think of
grounds " queried the reparter.

“Well,” said Mr Smith, “on enter-
ing them some years ago I was very
carnestly impressed with their natural-
ness and the excellent work done in
modelling and planting them. Allow-
ing full scope for our various tastes
an | styles in the art of landscape work,
and all circumstances and diflicaltics
no doubt expericnced in the early days,
1 do not tink it could have Leen car-
ricel on on nach better lines.  1The
difficulty of obtaining suaitable trees
and other plants during the ecarlier
years of the Park probably explains the
presence of muny pines, but these, 1
may sav,” have served their purpose
well, whilst among them are :gome of
the hest Pinus Insignis I have met
with, Several have clear, straight
trunks over 100 feet high, and over
four foet in diameter at the bhase.
Those should yield execllent timber for
building outhouses, ete. Although a
despiséd tree in somo distriets, rnm
of opinion, in 'view of the inecreasing
reareity of timber, that it will yet he
planted extensively in the Dominion
tor the purposes 1 have named. There
are also some large trees of Pinus
Maritima, which yield a more compact
and durable timber than that of th
Insignis, but is a little slewer in
growth. The %uulit_v bf these timbers,
when tested, should form a safe guide
to those settlers who intend lanting
troee for building purposes. E‘hcm is
no doubt the Park has been worked
on admirable lines. The recent exten-
sion of the upper lake has also much
enhancod the beauty of the Park.
When the banks and enen spaces hear
it are planted with tree ferns and
other snitable native trees, and be-
neath them low-growing ferns, it will
Frova most picturesque when viewed

rom the low hills overlooking it. Con-

sidering the limited means at the dis-
posal of former Boards. and other diffi-
culties experienced, the Park is highly
creditable to them and to former oura-
tors, who have raised it to its present
state and - statis among the pihlic
parks of the Dominion,”

Mr Smith is a lover of Maori names,
and fully approves of the recently-
proelrimed new name, Pukekura Parli.
a3 being more appropriate and eupho-
nious than that of Recreation Gronnds.

“Judging from the number T have
seen here,” Mr Smith joenlarly re-
marked, ‘“Pukekura Park appears to
be a very popular place with honey-
monn enuples. ~ And ro it is,”” he ndded,
onthusiastically. “It is & charming
nlace for voung and old. People of
Taranaki have something to be really
proud of. There is not a finer scene in
the whale Dominion than the view
scross this lake, from where we arc
standing and beholding Mount Egmont
—the chief scenie atfraction of Tara-

aki—in the background.” :

Our representative casually referred
to the natural hanmg of the grounds.

“Yes,” said Mr BSmith, ‘“you may
have artificiality in gardens and a
brilliant display of colour in flowers,
but they don't come up to the trume
level of Nature as a place like Puke-
kura Park. It is the naturalness of
the grounds that gives such.a charm
to them.”

“And how do you intend to proceed
in the future?”’

Bi EISEORY
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“Tt is impossible at present to out-
line any particular scheme,” said Mr
Smith, ‘to adopt and follow in the
future for the further beautification of
the Park or for enhancing its value for
educational purposes, or as a pleasure
resort. Much will necessarily depen
on the Board's means to be applied to
the work in developing it on these
Jines. With care, of course, much can
he done. Besides the ordinary and

aily work of maintengnce, the Board
intends to continue planting native
trees extensively, and thus strietly
preserye the natural features of the
grounds, for which they are mow in-
variably admitted to be the best in the
Dominion. But the finer classes of
exotic plants will also 'be allotted
several spaces to encomrage the tustes
of those who admire them.

“Nothing definite has heen arranged
by the Board at present as to the
clearing, re-modelling. and planting of
several small valleys in the Park, not-
ably the two mear the tea-house, mow
covered with coarse, unpicturesque
vegetation. The Board fully recog-
nises the improvement to he made hv
clearing and planting them well with
native trees and shrubs. It is, how-
ever, intended to deal with these val-
leys at an early date. On the shady
lower parts near the lakes, and on the
island at the head of the large lake,
groups of the dwarf-growing' native
ferns are to be planted and accurately

named for the convenience of study by
vigitors. Fresh humus could well be
added to these sites to enable the

plants to produce a vigorous growth."

Sbhenking of New Zealand’s native
flora, Mr_Smith declared that there
whs no place in the whole Dominion
where it might be seen'growing to such
perfection as in Pukekura Park. The
group of yonng native trees growing
on the island affords an excellent prac-
tienl lesson in’ the planting of new
bush. and ilfltstrntas how easy it is,
and how ‘rapidly in some districts, to
regenerate native bush. They have
been planted several years and have
made remarkably fine growth—sd much
0, indeed, that they will require judi-
ciona thinning and transplanting to
enable the stronger and larger trees to
expand and develon perfectly. Tt is
propnsed to form large heds of pood
monld in which te plant and display
the rowth of as many of the heantifnl
varielics of native flax 0s may he pro-
enrahle.  OF these there are abont
forty, many of 1them being still in the
hands of the Maoris. We have already
heen promised some  fine  varieties,
which will make a good bhed for a be-
ginning. Large beds each of the na-
tive veronicas (koromikos), oleavias,
coprosmas, carmichaelias  -‘(native
hrooms), aciphyllas (speargrass), Draco-
phyllums rass-tree), pittospornms,
senecios, and other beautiful and con-
spictous genera of plants, will be added
as they are procurable. In these several
genora many species exhibit great vari-
ability in different habitats. By group-
ing them into separate beds and hotani-
cally naming them accurately, they
could then be conveniently studied, and
would be of roady service to young ho-
tanists and school teachers,

TH, APRIL 22, 1908
ANNUAL REPORT

TRUSTEES' ANNUAL REPORT.

The report of the Trustees of the
New Plymouth Recreation Grounds for
the vear ending March 31, 1908, stated
that the Board had endeavoured with
the modest means at its command to
maintain the PPark in a creditable con-
dition, but it had been no casy matter
to do g0, and once again a bank over-
draft Tguarant-ood by certain of the
Trustees) had to be disclosed in the
balance-sheet. As would be seen from
the statement of accounts the annual
subscribers were now few in number
and the Board had had to depend main-
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ly upon the subsidy from the Borough
d'ouncil supplemented by the proceeds
of a ﬁreworﬁs display and some minor
items. Revenue from the sports
ound had ceased to be a feature in
the l‘eceitltsh but the Board appreciated
to the full the splendid work done with-
in the borders of the ground by the
committee which had made itself re-
sponsible for that portion of the Park.
ey were asured that these Jz;en_tlem‘en,
recognising their financial difficulties,
ihtended very shortly to render sub-
stantial aid by promoting an entertain-
ment of some tind for their benefit.
Commencing the year with a credit bal-
ance of £39 16s 11d, they ended with a
deficiency of £64 8s 6d, showing a loss
of £104 53 5d, despite the most rigid
aconomy. anks to Mr C. W. Govett,
the executor of the estates of the late
Mr Robert Govett and his sister Mrs
Broham.. the Board had at its disposal
two sums of £100 each with an inti-
mation of the donors’ desire that the
money might be expended 1n some work
of  periwanent.  improvement, After
ecareful consideration the Trustees, with
the concurrence of the exceutor, had
determined to apply  these  penerous
wilts in careying,out the long contem-
P]att-tl oxtension of  the large lake.
I'his work had been completed under
the vmost favourable conditions during
the past summer, there being now a
continunous waterway from the band ro-
tunda to the boundary of the Brook-
lands estate. Their co-trustee, Mr 5.
Perey Smith, F.R.G.S., had kindly co-
operated with Messrs Sladden  and
Palimer in designing the extension and
subsequently assumed the supervision
of the operations, which had been car-
ried out by day labour (largely Maori)
at a cost considerably less than the esti-
mate. His fellow members of the Board
felt that Mr Smith’s notable services
in this conneection could not be too
cordially acknowledged, for he had
given ungrudgingly of his ripe profes-
sional experience and of his time. 1In
tho control of the work Mr Smith had a
most reliable and capable lieutenant in
Mr Andrew Cole, and it afforded the
Board much pleasure to express its
satisfaction of his services. Towards
the end of the yvear Mr R. H. Mace,
who had long been employed in the
Park and had been custodian for three
vears, had resigned his position owing
to an infirmity, and the Board had
laced on record its appreciation of his
aithful and efficient services. The
Board bad been most fortunate in en-
waping as curator Mr W. W, Smith,
F.R.H.S., for many years i charge of
the beautiful Domain at Ashburton,
and recognised throughout the Domin-
ion as an expert in his proh\;-.r,lpn.‘ 1t
mnight be mentioned that Mr Sonith hiod
resigned his appointment at' Axhburton
at the rvequest of the Government in
order to act as secretary to the Scenery
Preservation Commission. Last year,
in conjunction with Mr Newton Kiug,
the Board sent collectors to the Raglan
and Aotea distriets, who, notwithstand-
ing most uupropitious weather, obtain-
od an excellent assortment  of  nativ
trees and shrubs, which were now doing
well in the nurseries and elsewhere in
the Park. They had to thank all the
friends who had assisted them with
donations, both money and plants, and
also to express their obligations to the
Northern 8.8, Company for the free
assage to Raglan of the Board's col-
Ivt'tnr. to Messrs Sladden and Palmer
for their valuable aid in connection
with varions works, and to Mr T. O,
Kelsey for auditing the accounts. The
report would be incomplete without a
word about the energetic and painstak-
ing honorary secretary, Mr 5. H, Tribe,
who would leave the Dominion m a
few days on a visit to the Old Coun-
trv. In acceding to Mr Tribe's request
for leave of absence, the Board grate-
fully acknowledged his valuable assist-
ance in carryving on its work and the
members united in wishing him a plens-
ant trip and safe return.



THE BALANCE-SHEET.
The balance-sheet for the yonr was ac
follows .- —

RECEIPTS.

1907 o
"o cash in band April 1st .. &g [0}
.. Bank of New Zealand balance .. 1

,» Annusl subscriptions ..
v Donstions—
Estato late Mrs. Rroham ..
Estate late Mrs, Broham .. 5 00
5 Govett xS 5
G. F. Bayly & E OO0
Innnc Bayly e ?
e S 1200

M v oo
010 U

.« Borongh Council snhsily
R foonm \ Soel 0 00
" imatisation Societ

Rents. y 1815 0
I a1 B
05 0
0 0 5
6518 &

£42013 7

" nts ves

«» Donation Box in gronnds

. Salo of shrubs

o Fireworks display ; 4

+ Bank of New Zealand overdraft
at March 20th, 1908 7

EXPENDITURE
By Wages i
v e Wages—Acclimatisation  monoey

eon . B K
158 4 0
m o0

s 1on
o Ironmongery—Tools aml Repuirs [T

-+ Timber + Hhoun
(L [

A A4 uls
iz man ta Maglan
nge shruhs .

o Adlvert st

s

]
s
10
i

1

11 . ¥
o 169/, st'ps aml tele's 63
o Reot e E
o Uottngo  repairs ]
o Advertising fireworks .. [
- Bent to Koglaml for fireworks I
o Lake Extension—

Wajres
Sundries
618 3
m a6
o

» Bank interest and

.. charges
o Cash in hand -
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TDN, MAY 26, 1908
DUCK SHOT IN PARK

The Inspector of Fisheries. Mr. A.
Hooker informed a news reporter that
as he was strolling through the
recreation ground yesterday morning
he heard the sharp report of a pea-rifle
and turning quickly saw the smoke of
the gun issuing from the bathing-house
and at the same time a “winged” duck
falling to the ground. Then the head of
a prominent resident made its
appearance and stealthily he made his
way to the duck conveying it to the
privacy of the building. Mr. Hooker
said it was his intention to search the
bathing-house and upon finding the

bird, to report the matter to the
secretary of the  Acclimatisation
Society.

TH, MAY 30, 1908
SWAN GETS RETURNED TO PARK

The chairman of the Pukekura Park
Board this week received a telegram
from a gentlaman at Pungarehu, stat-
ing that.a black swan was being for-
warded by the coach for the park. The
bird duly arrived and was liberated on
the lake. A further telegram was re-
ceived from a native at Parihaka, stat
ing that the swan belonged to him,
an% would Mr Corkill please return it.
1t t‘.urm;l dout, hmva::, tht::i :ﬂm swa]:
is the old one nging . e park,
and which has been away for about
twelve months. Immediately on being
liberated she went to her old haunts
and visited the feeding-place, making
herself quite at home. It is unlikely
therefore, she will return. to ths native
village.

TDN, APRIL 29, 1908
STEPS ERECTED TO TERRACES

Work still proceeds apace at the
Recreation Sports Ground. Men now
engaged in the construction of flights of
concrete steps to the various terraces,
and in building up portions of the
roadway which gather the water in wet
weather. The playing field is showing
beautifully green and some of the worst
depressions have been leveled up.

TH, MAY 12, 1908
COUNCIL PROPOSING SUBSIDY
INCREASE

At the meeting of the Borough Coun-
cil last night Councillor Bellrm%’:a'r re-
ferred to the possibility of Mr W. W.
Smith, curator of the Recreation
Grounds, returning to Palmerston
North. He thought the Council and
the citizens woulg be acting in their
own interests in making a special effort
to retain the services of Mr Smith,. for
he contended that if Mr Smith’s ser-
vites were considered to be worth a
certain salary at Palmerston, then
surely they were worth the same here.
Councillor Collis suggested that the
Council might, in incressing the sub-
sidy to the Recreation Board, stipulate
that & certain portion of the increase,
whatever it might be, should be added
to the curator’s salary, and that a pro-
vision should be made that he should
be allowed to act as “‘advisory” to the
Couneil in carrying out borough te-
pairs,

TH, MAY 27, 1908
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The Pukekura Park Board met at
the office of Mr F. P. Corkill yesterday

afternoon, Present: Messra Corkill
chairman), S Perci{ Smith, W. L.
ewman, R. Cock, H. Fard, and R.
C. Hughes.

Applications for the position of as-
sistant curator were considered and
My T. 8. Compton eventually appoint-

ed.
The Chairman reported that over-
tures had recently !?e:n made to Mr.
Smith to accept an appointment at
Palmerston North and that a still bet-
ter engagement was open at Christ-
church. e urged the Board to en-
deavour to retain Mr Smith’s services.
In view of the emergéncy which had
arisen_he had written to the Borou

Council earnestly asking that the su

sidy %ﬂble to the Board be increased
to £200. He had subject to approval
of the Board made mutuially
tory arrangements which  would ensure
the retention of Mr Smith’s services.

The chairman’s action was confirmed.

The curator drew’ the attention of
the Board to a paragraph in the Dai
News which gave an entirely mislead-
mE‘ report of an incident in the Park.

'he Chairman  explained that
through the good offices of the curator
the Board would shortly receive some
valnable specimens of water fowl from
tlie South and in view of their drrival
he had authorised Mr 8mith to cull
out several cross-bred and faulty birds
at present on the lake. While doin
this the curator had been interviewe
by the Ah hl:tésatwn S:l;iety’a l!t:i
lpsotot, who ‘apparen suppli
a distorted account 0? the nocurranl;a to
the newspaper reporter. X

Several members of the Board re
sented the interference of the Inspec-
tor and the instructions given by the
chairman were confirmed.

The chairman reported that the cot-
tage hitherto ococupied by the assist-
ant was now being renovated. inside
and out for the use of the curator, and
that a generous friend, whose name
he was not yet at hber'hy to disclose,
lmd% undertaken to bear the entire
cost.

satisfac-

TH, JUNE 6, 1908
WORK STARTS ON SCHOOL POOL

A gang of Maoris is now busily en-
gaged in the preliminary work of pre-
paring the site for the new swimming
bath for the Central School children
at the Recreation Grounds. -The work
is being carried out under the super-
vision of Mr. 8. Percy Bmith. The
baths .be situated in the low-lying
land at the rear of the tea-rooms. The

lace is well sheltered by large trees.

hen the work is complete it will form
a beautiful corner in the grounds, for
the surroundings will be as enchanting
as those of the large lake.

TH, MAY 13, 1908
ADVERT FOR CURATOR ASSISTANT

HE BOARD OF TRUGSTEES of
Pukekura Park have an opéning

for a Smart Young Man to assist the
Curator, Mr W. W. Smith. This is an
excellent opportunity for an intelligent
and industrious youth to learn land-
scape gardening under the most favour-
able conditions. Applications will
CLOSE on SATURDAY next at my

Office.
F. P. CORKILL,

b648 Chairman.
HISTORY
E

TH, MAY 30, 1908
CENTRAL SCHOOL POOL

The Central Sehool Commitiee met
at Pukekura Park on Thursday after-
noon to confer in connectiom with the
proposed swimmi aths. There were
present Messrs . Corkill (chair-
man), Rev. Osborne, McGahey, Catran,
Frethy, and Way. Mr Dem (head-
master) and Mr 8. Percy Smith, who
had formulated proposals and prepared
a sgketch of the proposed site, were also

resent. After viewing the site it was
gecided that. the committee take the
nee?a.ry action in. approaching the
Park Board with a view to arranging
for the necessary permission to con-
struet the baths. .
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TH, JUNE 9, 1908
COUNCIL INCREASE SUBSIDY

The fortnightly meeting of the New
Plvmouth Borowegh Council was held
last nivht at the Town Hall The
Mavor (Mr. Tisch) presided, and there
were also present Councillors Browne.
Morey, West, Coleman, Beoon, Collis.

REPORTS ADOPTED.
The reports of the Drainage. Finance,
Abattoir, and Works Committees werce

adopted. o 5
PUKEKURA PARK.

Tho Chairman of the Pukekura Park
Board wrote expressing appreciation
of the liberal manner in which the
Council had actéed in increasing the
subsidy to  £200. The Board was
confident the new arrangements which
it Jhad been cnabled to make would
prove cminentiy satisfactory in result.
At the present time he had before
him a letter from a prominent resi-
dent of the boroucsh of PPalmerston
North, who pleaded that the fact that
the Now Plymouth Park was alrcady
the finest in the Dominion should in-
flucnce the Board to allow DPalmer-
ston to.muain sccure the services of
M:. W, W. Bmith.

TH, JUNE 12, 1908
A VISITOR'S APPRECIATION,

An appreciative articln on Pukekura
Park has been contributed to the
Palmerston Times by Mr William Park,
F.R.H.S. He says:

The citizens of New Plymouth are
justly proud of their beautiful recrea-
tion grounds, now known as Pukekura
Park, or the “Hill of the Red Par-
rot’’—the Kaka Kura. I recently spent
a day there was delighted and
charmed with what I saw.

Our late curator, Mr W. W. Smith,
with his whole ‘heart and soul in his
work, was_ planting a new island re-
cently made in a pretty extension at
the head of the lake. In the park I
met three members of the Borrd—the
chairman, Mr F. Corkill, Mr S.
Percy Smith, F.BR.G.S., and Mr Hughes



—and wes courteously shown all over
the grounds. One of the principal feat-
vres of the park ig the splendid collec-
tion of native flora, many specimens
which I had not previously scen. There
are ahout 200 species of native plants in
the park, ineluding some of the rarer
shrubs and trees, and all sre flourishing
as if in their native forest. Several
collections of native planta have recent-
Iy been [f)respn’red to the park, includ-
ing one from ‘the Coromandel Ranges,
which mecludes ahout 20 species new to
the collaction. Mr Smith (who has at
rosent eight ten working under him)
128 commenced bo make a large fernery
on an island which is already an excel-
lent illustration of suecessful planting
of native trecs—now established for
about eight ycars. Mr Smith was alse
proparing the ground in suitable por-
tions of the park for the planting of
100 of the besutiful Japanese cherry,
the gitt of a Now Plymouth gentleman,
The offect of these trees with their
beautiful blossoms in the spring mixed
with the native foliage will tc very
pleasing. Another work that is going
on under Mr Smith’s supervision is the
making of a pew lake in a secluded
and pretty gully, which will be used as
a boys' swimming. bath. The work
is to cost about £100 and is being paid
for by the PI'H’DIH Schools. There are
a large number of wild ducks at pre-
sont on tho lakes where they enjoy a
safe retreat from the sportsmen’s gun.
Those that have been bred at the lakes
are very tame and come to be fed at
the paths round the lake every morn-
ing. A start was made last year to
collect soveral handsome birds and
these are encl with wirc netting.
The portion of the park, known as the
Recreation Glound, Las recently been
leased for 14 years by the New Ply-
mouth Athletic Association, who are
expending about £2000 in improve-
ments, which inclnde seating accommo-
dation on the terracds fer 10,000 spec-
tators. 1t is on-this ground that the
coming foal:tbal] metch will bo played.

The Pukekura Park Board numbers
seven members and 1s composed of gen-
tlemen who have shown ilicir practical
sympathy and ability to deal with the
beautifying work, amongst whom i Mr
Percy Smith who, for years past. has
giver his time and. undoubted abilities
i connection with tho work. The
capablo chairman, Mr Corkill, has been
n trustee for the }J::at 25 yenrs and has
done much valuable work. Tho grounds
are, to a lage oxtent, maintained and
improved by .voluutary contributions
from the people of New Plymouth, the
awount paid annually being a censider-
ablo sum.

I have alrcady said the New Ply-
mouth peonle aro justly proud of their
beautiful gronnds apd are determined
to maintain the-position of having the
premier park of the Dominion—n posi-
tion 1 think they will maintain fo
somn years to rome. What they have
done, and are still doing, is a strikine
objoct lesson to the imhabitants of
Palmerstop North.

TH, JUNE 16, 1908
SCHOOL POOL PROGRESS

The Maoris working at Pukekura
Park are making excellent progress in
the preparation of the new lake to be
used as & swimming bath by the Cen-
tral Schoal children. The bed of the
Iake is almost cleared and in a few
days the dam near-the tea rooms will

|
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TH, JUNE 24, 1908
PARK SECTIONS FOR LEASE

VALUABLE DBUILDING
LITASES.

N E W T O N K I

1s instructed by the Recreation
Grounds Board to sell by auction at
his Mart, Devon Street, on BATUR-
DAY, June 27th, at 2 p.m.:—

T ERPETUALLY RENEWABLE
: LITASES of Outlying portions of
Pukekura Park as follows:—
LOT 1.—Parts Scctions 1255, 1256,
and X, Oa. 2r. 26p. Upset £7
10s per annum.
LOT 2.—Part X., Oa. 2r. 32p. Up-
set £7 10s per annum. ]
LOT 3.—Part X., Oa. 8r. 80p. Up-
get £10 per annum.

These are three very fine sgites
with frontages to the old Carrington
and Brooklands Roads. They command
magnificent views of the surrounding
conntry, adjoip the Park, and both elee-
tric light and water are available.

LOT 4.—Scctions 1047 and 1048,
Oa. 2r. 2p. Upset £5 per an
nuin.

SALE OF

N G

This half-acre has frontages to Liar-
det and Gilbert Streets and lies in
front of the residences of Mr Glasgow
and Mras Coker.

L.eascs will be precisely similar to
those of the School Commissioners, aud
a draft may be seen at my Office.

F. P. CORKILL,

‘L9235 Chairman.

TH, JUNE 26, 1908
KIWI DONATED
Mr. H. Crozier, of Frankley Road,
lins dounted to the Pukekura Park
Board a fine big kiwl.

TH, JUNE 30, 1908
Improvements to Sports Ground

Owing to the recent drainage opera-
tions the Recreation Sports Ground is
in oxcellent condition, despite the late
heavy rains. 'Fhere is not a single pool
of water on the ground, which promises
to

be in excellent condition for- the
Tarapaki-British Rugby match on the
15th prox. The work of extending some
of the terraces, erecting stand accom-
modation, and improving the entrances
is being pushed ahead rapidly.

TH, JULY 1, 1908
PLANT DONATIONS

The Board of Trustees of Pukekura
Park acknowledges receipt of the fol-
lowing donations;—

From an anonymous donor at New
Plymouth—Japanese cherries, =s fol-
lows:—3 Flori Pléno Alba (double
white), 6 Ukou (greenish yellow), 8
Hisakawa (double Eink), 6 Thirs-fugen
(pinkish white double),. 6 Ama-no-gawa
(pink semi-double), Hooo-h:a-gboni
(pink medium sized), 8 Yoshina (pink
single light), 6 Oku-migako (pink semi-
double late ﬂnwaring), 9 Ko-fugen

nk double light), 6 Bijokau (pink

uble Iar%e flowered), 6 Beni-
Ewhlte sinﬁe large flowered), 9 Takysau
red double), 2 Rhododendron-porticum
alba, 2 Genesta Andreana (red and yel-
low flowered broom).

From Mr W. Park, F.R.H.8., Pal-
merston North—2 Adriantum formo-
sum, 2 Asphinium culliformu, 2 Lo-
maria lucida, 2 clematis afoleata, 1
Exichonda sp., 1 Helianthus flori-plino,
1 Oxalix alba, 2 Frinkia subcordata, 1
Heuchera alba, 1 Cineraria maritima,
12 Cineraria hybrids, 1 Bignonio glad~
na, 1 Drocophyllum longifolium, 1
Sericio laxifolino, 1 Convallaria maplis,
1 Akebia Japonica.

From Mrs Humphriee—5 bags
bulbs, including narcissus, lilliam
grandifiorum, gladioli, 2. ia,
and 2 Kerrio Japonica.
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TH, JULY 4, 1908
CURATOR’'S REPORT

The following report from the Cura-
tor, Mr W. W. Smith, willbe sub-
mitted to the next meeting of the Puke-
kura Park Board:— ; -

1 have to report.for the information

of the Board as follows:— After com-
mencing duties as Curator of Puke-
kura Park on March-23rd last we de-
voted our time for the first four weeks
to mowing and cleaning around the
younger and more valuable irees, and
ta the edﬂ:g and cleaning of the prin-
cipal walks. On completion of this
work we devoted three days fo the
planting of five bags of mixed buibe
and other plants presented by Mr Ar-
thur Humphries.» On receipt of a'large
collection of native plants, many of
them being new to the collection in the
park, collected by Mr R. Davies for,
and presented by Mr 8. Percy-Smith;
‘it was necessary to form a new ‘nur-
gery for their reception, in. which they
were planted- and there will remain
for a year or so. The collection was
made on the ranges near Paeroa, Auck-
land, and forms an ihteresting an
valuable addition to the Park. Several
days were given to collecting
lings of native trees under the parent
trees in the Park to complete the work
of stocking the mew nursery. = Seeds of
African plants have also been lprasent-
ed by ME H. H. Ford, and plants by
Mr Hoskin and My, €ollis, which have
been sown and planted respectively.
During the month of May: presentations
of plants new to. the collection inr the
Park were made b%er. Aldridge, Mr
Corkill, MrField-(Wanganii), and by
threb local-laides whose names I hayve
mot ascertained. During last nionth
native plants were brought to the Park
by Mrs Crompton, of Pouioke. A
package of interesting plants was dlso
roceived from Mr W. Park, of Paluers-
ton North. The recent gitt of 75 Pru-
nus Pseudo-cerasus—the Japan flower-
ing cherry—presented by an anony-
mous I gentleman, is a .yery valu-
ablg addition to the plant collection in
the Park. They haye heen planted in
mixed groups accor: to fheir times
of blossoming, and with a_view to pro-
dueing 'an effective floral and scenic
display.” I hiave also to report that all
the native plants im the old nur-
sery have been planted out. The young
totaras were planted on totara hill,
while the remainder were planted on
the banks of the new extension of the
upper lake, and on the island therein.
The work of cleaning the large. island
at the head of the upger lake, and con-
verting it into a large fernery compos-
ed only of native ferns is progressing
as rapidly as the weather will permit.
Being well shaded from the sun and
gheltered 'from the. hlighting mountain
winds the ferms should flourish mif_ler
the 'vigorous-growing young native
twe;.,lgoWe have a .outlined the
large bed near the. peacock enclosure,
proposed o be planted, with all pro-
curable varieties of native flax. In ad-
dition to the half-dozen varietiéh we
already possess, about a dozen others
are to come to hand from several gen-
tlemen, with which we hope to make
a: good beginning. The past three’
w;pegks of boisterous and wet weather
has retarded our considerably.
The only inj.mT to the Park worth not-
ing is a smal lmzdahp near what is
known ss ‘‘the Caves.” It will show
a slight disfignrement for some time
until -it is agsin overgrown with ferns
or other mixzed shrusly growth.
would mention that after taking charge
here my prodecessor Mr Mace, has
been extremely obliging and has spared
no time in showing me everything of
importance relative to the management
of the Park. He also brought several
bundles of seeds and plants o add to
the collections, A word of personal
thanks' ic therefore due to Mr Mace for
such assistance,



TDN, JULY 7, 1908
FOOTBALL FOOTBALL

BRITAIN v TARANAKI

RECREATION SPORTS GROUND,
New Plymanth,
WEDNESDAY, 15th JULY.

Kick-off at 3 pow,

Admission 2s; childven half-price.
Reserved seuals 893 extra, now procur-
able,
J. D. AVERY,
Sceretary NALLG,

TH, JULY 16, 1908

TARANAKI'S  VICTORY

5
0

Taranaki.
Britain

THE FOOTBALL MATCH,.

Quite a red-letter day in the history
of New Plymouth .was'yesterday, when
the whole country-side assembled to
witness the football match between the
Anglo-Welsh team and the select of
Taranaki. The arrival:of train after
train laden with people from along the
railway line, the constant procession of
vehicles of every deseription and horse-
men along the i1cads leading to town,
and the thronged eondition of Devon
Street from eleven o’clock umtil .two,
were strong evidence of the tremen-
deus hold football has upon the public
of Taranaki. The scene. in the Re-
.oreation Grounds beggars description,
and visitors to the ground for the first
time since the improvement scheme
wds taken in hand must have realised
that New Plymouth possesses an abso-
lutely unigue natural amphitheatre for
ﬁeatmlar displays of this nature.

e terraces on three sides of the
ground were densely packed with
humanity, most of the ocoupants being
in a of suppr d excitement,
which broke forth spasmodically on o¢-
casions . during the progress
game, and burst all bounds of restraint
when the home team scored after 75
minutes of strenuous play. The match
is fully described by experts elsewhere.
Here we need only compliment the con-
testants upon the admirable temper in
which they played the game, the man-
agement upon the very excellent ar-
rangements made, and the public for
the impartiality of their applause. A
word of praise is also due to the public
—aor perhaps we should say to that sec-
tion of the public which oceasionally
loses control of its actions—-for the re-
straint exercised around the banks. We
feared that the terraces might suffer
considerable damage in ro large and
oxcited a crowd, bub are pleased to
find that very little harm was done.
As an arena for sports gatherings there
is probably no ground in the Dominion
which ean compare with this from the
spectator’s point of view, and now that
the imprav t sch is approach-
ing completion the wisdom of the ar-
rangement arrived at between the
Pukekura Park Board and the Sports
Ground Committee is abundantly

proved.
HISTORY
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TH, JULY 22, 1908
SCHOOL POOL ALMOST READY

The Central School Committee met in
the Borough Council Chambers last

night. Present: Messrs F. P; Corkill

(in the ctm.ila, McGahey, Frethey, Cat-

{’:h, ld, Grant, an Rev. 8. B.
rne.

The headmaster’s report was received.
‘he roll now stands at 573 and the
average attendance for the month was
500.8. The headmaster asked the com-
mittee to sssist him in obtaining a
larger attendance. The excavation of
the swimming baths in Pukekura Park
was nearing completion, and much cre-
dit was due to - Percy Smith, who
had spared no trouble in supervising
the work.

TH, JULY 29, 1908
RECOGNITION OF HUMPHRIES ROLE
IN SPORTS GROUND DEVELOPMENT

A meeting of persons interested im
the prope presentation to Mr A, L.
Humphries. was held in the Town Hall

last evening. The Mayor (Mr G. Tisch)
presided.

The Mayor explained that the meot-
ing was called to arrange some recogni-
tion of Mr' Humphries’ valuable ser-
vices in the borough especially in con-
nection with the Recreation Sports

round. Mr Tisch outlined Mr Hum-
phries’ efforts and spoke of the large
amount of work he had done for which
he ‘kLiad never been Mfroperlv thanked.
Mr Tisch then moved that the meeting
should takessteps to make some public
acknowledgment of Mr Humphries'
efforts in connection with the ground,
and that a committee should be set up
to make the necessary arrangements.

Mr E. Whittle seconded the motion.

Mr E: Dockrill also spoke of Mr,
Humphries’ initiation of the Recrea-
tion Sports ground scheme. "The ardu-
ous labours of Mr Humphries, ably ns-
sisted by the Sports Ground Committre,

ad resulted in New Plymouth having
a sports ground second to mnone in ihe
Dominion. The ground was of .very
great credit to 'cveryone connected
with it. ]

Mr J. McLeod pointed out that sev-
eral subseription Ii.i:s_l:.l; for various ob-
jects were being carried round the town
at present by Mr Hnmﬁ'{lrias himself.
That gentleman would the first to
objeet to a subseription list for the
present abject being ‘“*hawked’ around
the town. The speaker then suggested
that as much publicity should be given
to the matier as was possible, and that
sabscriptions, be allowed to come in
voluntarily within a reasonable time.

.The following were clected a committre
tn carry out the necessary arrangemeiits
—Messrs G. Tisch, E. Dockrill, F. T.
Bollringer, R. Desro,. W. C. Wesiun,
E. Whittle, N. K. MacDiarmid, .J.
Smith, L. Hill, J. Abbott, jun., J. Me-
Leod, and A. L, Chappell. Mr Mec-
J.eod was elected hon. secretary and
treasuror.

TH, JULY 30, 1908
SCHOOLBOYS HELP WITH POOL

The senior Central School boys with
several r:embera of the School Commit-
tee were engaged in Pukekura Park
this afterncon in path-making round
the school swimming bath.

TH, AUGUST 3, 1908
SHOW OF GOLDEN WATTLE

The show of golden wattle in Puke-
kura Park is very beautiful. It at-
:::3’:0«13 great deal of admiration yes-

y.

TH, AUGUST 3, 1908
NEW DRAIN IN SPORTS GROUND

The Recreation Sports Ground Com-
mittee is still .effecting improvements
to the football ground. A new drain
ia be:ig put in to ea away waber
from the southern side of the ground—
the only portion that has shown any
weakness 1n this respect of Iate. Wire-
netting is being placed over the large
drain around the ground, to prevent
footballs from dropping into it.
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TH, SEPTEMBER 8, 1908
CURATOR'S REPORT

CURATOR’S REPORT.

Mr W. W. Smith (curator) reportec
to the Pukekura Park Board yesterda)
as follows:—

When submitting my last report on
the work being dore in the Park |
was unable to refer to the **Working
Bee” which took place some time age
in not knowing the names of the ladie:
and gentlemen comprising the party.
They were Mr and  Mrs Paton, Mrs
Cooli, Mrs Newman, Miss Curtis, Miss
Dorcnish, Miss Hempton, Miss K. C.
Smith, Miss Stephenson Smith, Mr Mec-
Gahey and Mr 5. Perey Smith. ‘Lo the
above 1 would add that the work done
by the **bee’ was excellent and very
accoptable, . The general work of
maintenance, alterations and improve-
ments is progressing in the Park. The
south-cast gale on August Sth and 6th
blew down o few trees and disfigured
and discoloured the tree ferns. It also
strewed the Jakes and the Park general-
Iy with rubbish . . . but no serions

isfigurement or damage was done to
the Board’s: proporty:. Following the
recent milk showers and general spring
weather the general vegetation in the
park is rapidly resuming its seasonal
tints and growth, and soon the cffects
of tho gale will have disappeared,
have also to report I have received
eollections of sceds and plants for the
Park from the undermentioned ladies
aud gentlemen:—Miss Curtis, .spring
flowers; Miss Devonish, collection of
border shrubs, including handsome flax
slants; Miss Woud, 2 collection of
Iwrbmsccu'i plants and shrubs; Mr New-
man, Australian plant sceds; Mr Sax-
ton, a colloction of native nlants trom
Stony River; rare olearias from Mr
Fraser (New Plymwouth) and Mr Harold
Hursthouse (Greymouth), and pome-
granate plants from Dr. Walker and
Mr Brereton. Mr Codd, of Ngatoro,
Inglewood, sent an excellent collection
free of charge of cactus dahlias, lilies,
and amancellis. The plants were care-
fully pached by these gentlemen and
reached the Park in goed condition. Mr
 Maxwell banded in a number of the
rarer native ferns and plants, and to-
doy aloe aud other plants are coming
to hand from Mr Gordon. Other new
plants 2ro also promised by several gen-
tlemon whose names I am not permitfed
to give. Recently Mr Mace brought
a package of seedlings of native trees,
and 10s was handed to me by a private
gentleman with which to purchase sum-
mer-flowering plants. All the above,
1 would remark, form a good addition
to those in the Park and dre very ac-
ceptable. I mueh regret to state that
picking of flowers was of frequent oec-
currence a few weeks ago but has now
almost ceesed. Some visitors will un-
fortunately bring dogs with - them,
which at all times menace the aquatic
fowls on the lakes. Three Sundays in
succession I have had to rqmonstrate
with groups of thoughtless youths sit-
iing on the seats creating a rowdy
noise. and importuning young ladics
passing by. 1 duly cautioned them that
proceedings would be taken against
them should sueh unseemly conduct oc-
cur again in the Park. With the in-
creasingly mild spring weather visitors
are becoming dailly more numerous to
the Park, especially on Saturdays and

Sundays.



TH, SEPTEMBER 8, 1908
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The Board resolved on the motion of
Messrs Ford and Hughes that the fol-
lowing memorandum siﬁned by .the
Trustees on May 29th last should be
confirmed and entered in the minutes
of the present meeting: *The Commit-
tee of the Central District Schools hav-
ing selected Swith the approval of the
chairman and Mr S. Percy Smith) a
site for the construction of a swimming
bath in the gully between the Tea
House and the Racecourse, we are will-
ing that the work shall be commenced
forthwith condlt:ionul upon the ' super-
visioh being undertaken our col-
league Mr Percy Smith and also that
the school authorities shall make ar-
rangements for the children to be under

he control of a teacher when using the
bath., This consent to be formally cop-
& 'mafl”at the next meeting of the
aard.

The Chairman reported that in pur-
suance of the resolution of the Board
the lands available for leasing had
been offered for lease at a public auc-
tion on June 27, The only lot leased
was No. 4, comprising sections 1047
and 1048, New Plymouth, which were
takén by Mr L. Hansen 'at the upset
rental of £5 per annum. An applica-
tion had now been received from Mr
C. E. Bellringer for the ledse of lots
1, 2, ‘and 3, at the a ate upset
rental of £25 per annum. It was re-
solved on the motion of Messra New-
man and Smith that the uph)lication of
Mr C. E, Bellringer for the lease of
glal't sections 1256 and 1256, town of

ew Plymouth 'and X New Plymouth
Town Belt subject
tions be granted.

A lengthy and interesting report by
the curator, Mr W. W. Smith (publish-
ed elsewhere) was read and discussed.

Mention was made that the grey
duck had made themselves at home on
the litle arm which has been construct-
ed by Mr S. Percy Smith above the
Central School lake; also that the Rus-
sian geese and other aguatic birds are
now mesting.

The Chairman also reported that the
cnrator’s cottage had now been thor-
oughly renovated and that Mr New-
man had placed in his hands a cheque
for £25 as a donation from Mrs Honey-
field to cover this outlay.

On _the motion of Messrs Ford
and S. Percy Smith a hearty vote
of thanks was accorded Mrs Honeyfield
for her gemerous donation and also to
the Misses Curtis and Devenish, Messrs
Sexton, Newman, Fraser, H. Hurst-
house (Greymouth), Brereton, Codd
(Inglewood), E. Maxwell (Opunake),
W. QGordon, P. . Mace, and Dr.
Walker for welcome gifts of plants,
bulbs and seeds.

Mr S. Percy Smith reported further
correspondence on the subject of the
name ‘‘Pukekura Park,” and stated
that he had reteived an intimation
that the Trustees had full power to
make the desired change.

The Chairman reported that the
Sports Ground Committee was prepar-
ing to give a fete or garden party on
the King’s Birthday for the benefit of
the Board.

It was resolved on the motion of
Messrs Newman and Percy Smith that
ihe Board greatly n;a)recint,ed the good
will of the Sports Ground Committee
and its members would do-operate in
making the proposed function a success,

The Chairman reported that consider-
ahle “annoyancer had heen caused
through the unruly, and in some instan-
ces offensive, conduet of youths and
goung men frequenting the grounds on

unday afternoons, Tﬁe complaints had
appeared in the papers and evidence
was now available which wounld enable
the Board to take proceedings against
a number of offenders.

|
WSTORY
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to apefiﬁed condi-

A letter was received from four
youths who voluntarily apologised for
iheir misbehaviour and begged that the
Board would overlook it. After some
discussion it was agreed that the apolo-
gy should be accepted and that the pro-
secution of other offenders should be
proceeded with. .

It was also decided, on the motion
of Messrs Percy Smith and Bellringer,
to communicate with the Government
with the view to the appointment of
the Board’s officials and several gen-
tlemen as special constables.

On the mation of Messrs Newman and
Ford the Chairman was'authorised to
make arrangements for the carrying on
of the Tes Room during the ensuing
summer.

The Chairman suggested that in view
of the important work being ecarried
out in the Park it would be well to
hold the meetings of the Board on the
ground as frequently as possible, so that
all the members would be kept in touch
with what was going on.

This was agreed to.

TH, SEPTEMBER 9, 1908
POND IN STAINTON DELL

The litile tarn in Pukekura Park
which through a misprint in_our re-
port yesterday is made to read ‘‘arm’”
1s a lakelet of remarkably clear water
which has been formed at the head of
the gully just above the Central School
swimming bath. It is the intontion of
the Board to beautify this with lillies
and other plants,

TH, SEPTEMBER 17, 1908
PRACTICE WICKETS BEING

The match wicket in the Rocreation
Sport Ground which has ‘received such
careful attention from Mr. Perham,
promises to be in first-class order for
the season. Practice wickets are being
prepared at the Sports Ground under
the terraces, Longburn soil being used,
and it is probable a representative
practice wicket will be constructed at
the end of the field opposite to that
used by the clubs so as not to interfere
with the 'main wicket. These wickets
sNhonld‘ be ready for play early in the

ew

ear.
TH, SEPTEMBER 24, 1908
FUNDRAISING

KING‘S BIRTHD'AI’,

NOVEMBER 9.
MONSTER CHILDREN’S PICNIC
MONSTER CHILDREN’S PICNIC
MONSTER CHILDREN’S PICNIC

AND SPORTS.
AND SPORITS.
AND SPORTS.

To be held in the
RECREATION SPORTS CGROUND,
‘To provide Funds for Beautifying
PUKEKURA PARK

Tea, Hot Water, Milk and Sugar Free.

Special Trains at Excursion Fares.:

Full Particulars Later.
F. P. CORKILL,
Chairman Park Board.

H. J. HOBBS,
Hon. Sec. Picnic Committee.

€570
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TDN, SEPTEMBER 24, 1908
MISC

The pergula, or bower, in Pukekura
Park, which is to be covered with
climbing plants, has now been erected.
It will, no dtmi)t. form a very charm-
ing feature of the grounds in due time.

The Russian goose at Pukekura Park
is now setting on five eggs, and the
white swan is also nesting. Tt is to be
hoped that none of the birds will be
disturbed this season.

' Between nightfall on Tuesday and 7
a.m. on Wednesday a female thief
gathored and took away all the nar-
cissi blooms in Pukekura Park, There
was a nice show of blooms all along the
foot of the hillock facing the large
lake, and also some good blooms in the
garden in front of the tea-house,

were taken. The thief left her foot-
prints in the soil, and it is'hoped these
gu.y vet be used in evidence against
at. .

The Recreation Sports Ground Com-
mittee, assisted by the Pukekura Park
Board, will hold n children’s pienic and
sports meeting in the Sg{rts Ground
on November 9 (King’s Birthday), to
provide funds for extending the lakes
and .beautifying the Park. Special
trains are being put on by the Railway
Department at rednced fares. The
committee has decided to provide tea,
hot water. milk and sugar free of
charge. The programme will include
relay racea for boys (each school to
enter one team omly), tug-of-war. and
running races for boys and girls. There
will be two cyele events for adults—
one mile and & mile and a-half. Prizes
are also offered for the best-decorated
bieycle and go-cart. The full pro-
gramme will appear shortly.

TH, OCTOBER 14, 1908
SHEEP ON SPORTS GROUND

Last night Mr Fred Tribe, who lives
at Vogeltown, not far away from Puke-

kura Park, hearing a commotion in
that direction, got out of bed and rode
hurriedly down to the grounds, where

he found a dog or dogs among the
sheep pasturing on the Sports Ground,
1t was fortunate that he did so, other-
wise serious loss might have occurred
among the sheep, which belong to Mr
Okey, M.P., who kindly lent them to
the committee for a few days to eat the
orass down, Owners of dogs which

might have a taste for sheep-worrying
are asked to keep them under control,
othernise some extreme steps will have
to be taken to keep them out of the
grounds,

TH, OCTOBER 21, 1908
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The Pukekura Park Board met last
e Present : —Messrs F. P. Cor-

Fening. ;
;\;‘ll.l,l(lcﬁail'll1a11|\. S. Percy Smith, R. C.
Hnghes, H. Ford, W. L. Newman, R.

‘ock.
& The chairman reported that he had
arvanged with Mr Legg to carry on
the tea-rooms during the incoming
summer on the same terms as before
with a proviso that ladies were to have
aceess to the sitting-room at all times.
The Chairman also stated that the
Sports Ground Committee had pre-
parations well in hand for the fete
on November 9. The Garrison Band
had promised its sor\'lees_gratultously,
and a «ommittee of ladies had been
formed for the purpose of arranging
items.
110;;111_ Corkill informed the Board that
a leading townsman, who desired that
his name should not Le revealed to the
public, had incurred comsiderable ex-
pense in repainting and regilding the
band rotunda.



The Curator (Mr W. W. Smith) re-
ported that the stealing of floners and
small plants had not entirelv ceased.
Blooms from Japanesa chervies
heen taken in {he last few days. Tle
had received very acceptable donations
of plants and shrubs from Mr J. Coch-
rane, of Elgin, Ashburton, and Mr H.
Longh, of Linwood, Christchurch.

The Board placed on record its
hearty thanks to these gentlemen and
to the wenerous friend who had author-
iscd] the renovation of the bhand ro-
tunda.

The Board inspected the work being
done in the Park hv the Central
School anthorities and approved their
plan of the proposed bathing house.
An inspection was also made of the
work done hv the Curator in the vicin-
itv of the Gilbert Street entrance. The
Cnrator explained his vnlans for_ fur-
ther improvements in the same local-
ity.

TH, DECEMBER 4, 1908
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

A meeting of the Pukekura Park
Board was held at the Band-stand in
the Park at 2.15 p.m. yesterday. Pre-
sent :—Messrs. F. P. Corkill (in the
chair), 8. Percy Smith, Newman, R.
Cock, G, Tisch (Mayor), F. C. Bell-
ringer (Councillor), and the curator,
Mr. W. Smith, F.S.H.S. The
Chairman reported that he had received
from the Sports Ground Committee the
sum of £37 12s 1d, being the proceeds
of the picnic held on November 9. He
had also received a further sum of 12s
6d for boat pemnies on the same occa-
sion. The Board resolved “‘That a
hearty vote of thanks be accorded and
transmitted to the Recreation Sports
Ground Committee for their very ac-
ceptable assistance.”

he Chairman reported that the
Band-stand had been tho y reno-
vated at the cost of a local gentleman
who preferred to remain anonymous.
The Ifnard laced on record its appre-
ciation of E]n's generous gift and re-

uested the Chairman to convey its
thanks to the donor.

It was pointed out that the Queen
Victoria Jubilee Fountain sadly needed
an overhaul, but lack of funds prevent-
ed the Board from undertaking this
work at present. o

w.
e
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The attention of the Board was called
to a shameful act of vandalism which
had been perpetrated within the last
ay or two, some mischievous or im-
becile person having picked out the lead
from a number of letters on the marble
tablet commemorating the names of de-
ceased benefactors. e Board resolved
to offer a reward of £10 for such in-
formation as would lead to the convic-
tion of the offender, one gentleman pre-
sent offering £5 of the amount.

1t was resolved to hold a display of
fireworks on the evening of the first
Race Day in March next.

It was decided ‘‘That the owner of
section 1065, adjoining the Carrington
Road entrance to the Park, be required
to discontinue the practice of entering
the Park t.hrouﬁh a private gate and
that he be notified under the Fencing
Act to join in the erection of a proper
fence along the mutual boundary.”

Mr. 8. Percy Smith spoke as to the
desirability of thoroughly draining the
Elieee of swamp ground between the Tea

ouse and ‘the Central School swim-
ming bath during the present summer,
The matter was left in his hands with
power to act.

*The Chairman mentioned that the
honorary secretary. Mr. E. H. Tribe,
had returned from his visit to England,
Africa, and Australia, and would be en-
abled to again give the Board his valu-
able services at an early date.

NEW PLYMOUTH CENTHRAL SCHOOTL PICNIC ON THE OVAL PUKERURA PARK

Pl s

ehildren gt tew on one of the new terriaoes,

(Auckland Weekly News, March 21, 1908.)

Main Lake - Pukekura Park. (Auckland Weekly News, August 15, 1908 by W. A. Collis.)
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1909

By 1909 the curator W. W. Smith was making his presence felt. He redeveloped the Gilbert Street
entrance and what is now known as Smith Walk. Another area to get his attention was the swamp
north of the Tea House which is now the attractive Sunken Dell. Smith promoted the planting of
native trees and during the year felled several pine trees replacing them with natives.

The question of who should run the Park came up again. Councillor F. Bellringer, one of three
council representatives on the Board, was in favour of the park management being handed over to the
council. The three council representatives had equal voting rights on the board except when it came
to voting on constitutional matters. Bellringer was not happy about that.

Again, the Board found itself deeply in debt and struggling to find funds to pay for labour to assist
the curator with his work. A scheme for using the town’s unemployed was introduced, and a fund
was started to pay these men.

The Acclimatisation Society introduced four more ponds in the park. Water was fed via a wooden
flume and a drop of several feet was introduced to aerate the water and keep it agitated, resulting in
stronger and more active fish. The Society also asked for permission to build a hatchery.

In July Richard Cock was appointed Chairman of the Board taking over from F. P. Corkill.

Donations included:

Mr E. Sole, laughing jackass; Mr Willie, Eltham, pheasants; Mr R. B. Wilson, Urenui, a half grown
kiwi.

Plant donations included:

Miss Clarke, Gilbert Street, a large quantity of bulbs and other plants; Miss Devenish, narcissus bulbs
and herbaceous plants; Mrs Fraser and Mrs Kelly, Vogeltown, a small cartload of spring flowering
and other hardy plants; Mrs Sandford, a number of good border plants; Mr Cock and other
gentlemen, roses to cover the high wooden fence at the Gilbert Street Entrance; Mrs Kenny, some
large shrubs to assist in completing the planting of the borders at the new entrance; Mr Newton King,
half a sack of dahlia tubers and a Kawhia resident, a box of tanekaha’s and monoaos.

‘PrP-IISTORY ?



Summary of significant events

The memorial tablet on Cannon Hill was defaced. Lead removed from lettering
Scheme to give unemployed men work was started

Work starts on filling a swamp which is now called Sunken Dell

Voting rights of council representatives questioned by councillor F. Bellringer
The Acclimatisation Society construct four new ponds in the park

In July, Richard Cock was appointed Chairman of the Board taking over from F. P. Corkill.

Bathing House - Pukekura Park. (Auckland Weekly News May 20, 1909.)

Main Lake - Pukekura Park. (Auckland Weekly News July 22, 1909.)

20
EISEORY




TH, JANUARY 28, 1909
MEMORIAL TABLET DEFACED

A meeting of Pukekura Parlk Board
wae held yesterday afternoon. It was
resolved that the Chairman be authoris-
ed to take proceedings against the four
hoys who, it is alleged, defaced the me-
morial tablet in the grounds. If funds
can be raised it is proposed to erect a

model Maori house in the grounds. It
was resolved to take proceedings
sgamst any persons found injuring any

portion of the grounds, shrubs, or flow-
ers in the future.

TH, FEBRUARY 16, 1909
CENTRAL SCHOOL POOL

PUKEKURA PARK FROG POND.

(To the Editor.)

Sir,—Can you inform me when the
Central School Frog Pond is to be offi-
cially opened? Why I am writing to
know is that if they do not hurry up
with the official opening therc will not
be ‘enough water left in it for the tad-
poles to waggle their little tails in, let
alone enough for a boy ta have a dip.
I notice that the School Committee
have copied the Recreation Ground
Board-in having a place got ready for
the names of benefactors. At any rate,
I suppose that is what the big slab of
concrete is for, as I cannot find that
there is likely to be any other use for
it. At any rate, they have gone one
better than the Board (who only pro-
vided a small marble slab) and have got
a slab big enough for the School Com-
mittee and all who have had anything
to do with the wonderful engineering
feat to have their names on in foot
letters. However, all this latter is an
after thought, as 1t is the official open-
ing I am hankering after.—I am, ete.,

PARENT.

TH, MARCH 2, 1909
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

MONTHLY MEETING.

The usual monthly meeting of the
Board was held in the Council Cham-
bers last evening. Present:—Messrs
F. P. Corkill (chairman), W. L. New-
man, H. Ford, R. C. Hughes, F. Bell-
ringer and E. H. TPribe (inon.sec’.).
The Chairman apologised for the ab-
sence of Mr 8. P Smith. ,

The Chairman stated that the Me-
morial Tablet in the Park had been re-
g:n-ed and read the apology from the

who had done the damage.

e various lﬁpmameuta effected
b{ the curator, Mr 'W. W. Smith, to
the Park met -with the approval of
the Board.

Votes of thanks were passed to
Ernest Sole for the Bgi.ft of a laughing
jackass, to Mr R. B. Wilson, of Ure-
nui, for a kiwi, and to the Herald for
free donation of advertisement.

The Chairman stated that he had
received notification from the Bor-
ough Council that the question of the
whole of the subsidies would shortly
be under the consideration ef 'the
Council with a view to economy.

Details_in connection with the dis-
play of fireworks in the Park on the
first race night this month were dis-
cussed, The secretary was instructed
to endeavour to arrange for running
an electric wire for lighting up the
footpaths on the night of the fire-
works. The bank overdraft of the
Bohrd sfands at £82 7s 8d.

TH, FEBRUARY 19, 1909
PARK IMPROVEMENTS UPDATE

Many of the visitors to Pukekurs
Park yesterday afternoon were pleased
to notice the improvements which the
curator has carried out in the grounds,
more especially near the new Gilbert
Street entrance. The draining and
cultivation of the swamp between the
tea honuq and the new lake are now
approaching completion and a very
rich piece of garden ground will be the
result. It is mtended to devote this
to the cultivation of bright coloured
flowers. Next summer this corner of
the grounds will doubtless be a striking
feature of the beautiful Park., Mr
E. Sole has donated to the reserve a
laughing jackass and Mr Willie, of
Eltham, has kindly offered to send in
& pnumber of pheasants. Mr R. B.
Wilson, of Mangamaehu, Urenui, a
few, days ago brought in a half-grown
kiwi, which for the present has been
placed with the two kiwis which are
un@er the observation of Mr W. W.
Bmith. The addition of these birds to
the aviary adds to the attractiveness
of the grounds, and at the same time
creates an expenditure for food which
the Board finds it rather hard to face.
A sack of wheat or maize would be
a very acceptable donation.

|
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TH, MARCH 15, 1909
FUNDRAISING

PUKEKURA WPARK. _

FIREWORKS.
FIREWORKS.

Fine assortment just arrived from
MESSRS BOCK & CO., LONDON

FIRST RACE NIGH‘I‘,

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24,
- In aid of the funds of the
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD.
EDWARD H. TRIBE,

ad7h Hon. Sec.

TH, MARCH 22, 1909
LIGHTING IN THE PARK

While in Wellington last week, the
chairman of the Recreation Grounds
Board (Mr. F. P. Corkill) purchased
a further supply of Chinese lanterns
(200) for use at festivals in the Park.
Arrangements have been made with the
borough authorities to carry the elec-
tric light from the Carrington Road
entrance to the bandstand, and thence
to the Liardet Street entrance, thus
effectnally illuminating the approaches

to the lake.
21

TH, MARCH 30, 1909
FIREWORKS AND FINANCES

Very complete arrangements ‘have
been made for the ovening’s carnival
in Pukekura Park to-morrow night, an
excellent programme.of music and fira-
works liaving been provided by the Gar-
rison Band and Board respectively. It
is hoped that faveursble weather will
permit of the carryine out of the
scheme so that the Board’s banking ac-
count, which at present is considerally
overdrawn on the personal guarankee of
several of the trustees, may recéive a
welcome relief. The Board will be
obliged if friends willing to give » help-
ing hand in ihe %rapuatmns will mest
at. the Bathingz-house at 9 a,m. to-
MOTTOW. :

TH, JUNE 21, 1909
NEW DRESSING SHED

For the convenience of footballers
playving on the Recreation Sports
Ground, a dressing shed 18ft. by 18ft.
has been erccted by the committee.

TH, JUNE 22, 1909
FIREWOOD

There is a lot of very useful firewood
in a number of fallen and dead pine
trees in Pukekura Park. The board
will be pleased if any residents will
undertake to remove this wood. Tha
curator, Mr W. W. Smith, will indi-
cate the trees which are available.

TH, JUNE 26, 1909
DUCK SHOOTING

8ir.—I should feel grateful were you
to permit me to refer through the medi-
um of the Herald to a very and de-
spicable act which has been practised on
soveral occasions during the last month
on the wild ducks frequenting Pukekura
Park. In the dusk of the evening, when
they leave the Park disperse over the
country their feeding %rounds, some
unspo! individual has, several
times recently, waited at the head of
the park at the jhtirnction of the two
roads leading ‘to .. Newton King’s
and Mr, Snowball’s residences, and fired
two shots at them in rapid succession
as they pass over or near him. I ymay
state that seventeen of these wild ducks
were reared by hand this year, includ-
insknix of the scaup or bluck teal, which
makes it all the more regrettabie that
they should thus be so ruthlessly killed.
Bince the shooting, which I complained
of, commenced, the ducks that found a

ily sanctuary in the'Park have great-
1y X in numbers. For .w
after the shooting season opened we had
about seven dowem wild ducks visit the
Park daily, some of them hecoming
quite tame. Now about two dozen only

of these du.lg migrants return in the
morning to the lakes in the Park.
tween Mr. King’s lakes and those in the

Park the wild 1 have a fine range of
water. It is therefore very regrettable
that they should be molested in the way
1 have stated. Wild ducks are becomin,
annually more scarce in Taranaki, whi
renders-it imperative that those taking
refuge in public parks should be strictly
protected. lLakes in a]‘llldpublic parks
well stocked with wild and ornamental
fowl are invariably a great charm to
visitors, ially to young people. The
series of lakes in Mr. Kini's private
onnds and those in Pukckura Park
orm ideal sanctuaries for wild fowls,
which should unquestionably be zezal-
ously protected for the pleasure of visi-
tors. It is.a pity that Mr. King is not
at home to promptly put a stop to the
unmanly ' upsportemanlike practice
of ahoo or even molesting the wild
ducks in the maunner 1 have stated.—I

am, ete., W. W



TDN, JULY 1, 1909
GILBERT ST ENTRANCE
IMPROVEMENTS

l‘n[r: Wo W Bty eurator of the e
ereation Growds, i= af present Grenged
with the improvemeny of the new -
teaneo i Gillmret Steeel, e Tinls aan
:hr-_ upper side of he vomdwiay s hojne
l'!:t _'||i|'L'fi to the bonndary of My IF
Exre-lKenne's property, gnd  {he

ol i . Hat
'“,'”'.'m. !Iin:i et will me Lad oot owiih
.l.em eringe "ii-H".II]):— wid oo Alrewly g
,:n::ﬁ el wl o work hos Teew o al
“f:‘f ||:1|'L of e derosomds, ) wilen fhe
present el s Dy Fenuplieted e
new entranee spoilil e overv allrastice

TH, JULY 6, 1909
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

v omecting of the Pubkelura Park
Bowte was held m the Mapor s parlour,
Fown Hall. fast ovenmue  there bemg
present Meegs, ool Corkall (ehan
man), I Cock, R, C. Hughes, H. Ford
W. L. Newman, with the Mayor (Mr
Tisch) andl Counelors Watkins  an
Bellringer repfesenting  the  horoug)
council.

The Chairman regretted the absenee
of Mr. 8. Perey Smith, who had written
some time ago <tating that durmg the
winter it would not be advisable tor lom
to attend evemng moetings  of the
board, but eapressing his readiness to
co-operate to the utmost ot his alulity
as hitherto

On the motion of Messrs. Tisch and
Huuhes leave ot absence was granted to
Mr  Smith, several of tha members
wpeaking i most culogistic terms of the
value ol the werviees which he has ren-
dered to the hoard ever sinee joining
it

The Chairman stated that he wished
the hoard to hold a special meeting
some evening next week for the purpose
al consulering the gquestion ot ways and
means. As would be seen hy the bank
book there was a dehit halance of £96
11s 8d in addition to which there were
sundry liahilitics which would have to
be provided for. Against these he had
that day received a cheqque from the
borough cotneil for £37 10s, and the
board had dléo in stere a large quantity
of fireworls which, however, could not
be utilised until finer weather sets In.
He had hoped to have submitted the
halance sheet and statement of acoounts
for the year ended March 31 last, be-
fore this, but he had mislaid all the
vouchers up to December last and they
had only ‘been discovered two days ago.
The audited account and chairman’s re-
port for the year would he submitted-at
the special meeting. He pointed out
that something wonld have to be done
to increase the revenue af the lgosrd if
they intended to go on improving the
domain.  The arrengement With the
Sports Ground Committee had depriv-
ed the board of revenue from the sports
ground, which formerly bronght in pro-
bably £560 a vear; and in addition to,
this. public liberality had been largely
diverted to the upkeep and improve-
ment of the sports fronmL which, of
course, was a very yaluahle asset to the
community. ——

After some discussion it was resolved
on the motion of Messrs. Cock and
Watkins that a special meeting of the
board be held on Wednesday, 14th inst.,
to consider ways and means and to
adopt the balance sheet and report
for the past year. B
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Both Mr. Aughes and Mr. Cock re-
ferred ta the desirability of holding
regular monthly mectings of the board.
The former pointed out that there was
a resolution that the board should meet
on the first Monday in each month.

The chairman stated that the secre-
tary had, in pursuance of the resolution
referred te, sent out notices for bath
the May and June mectings, and it had
been found that there was a council
meeting on the first occasion and on
the next that a quorum could not be
obtained owing to the absence ard
other engagements of members.

The chairman stated that Mr. Perey
Smith copsirlered it necessary to pive
early attention to the stray furze
which were chowing signs of flowering,
and this .would be attended to.

Reference was made to the excellent
work which the cirator was carrying
out in the grounds, and regret express-
ed that the resources of the board did
not admijt of the emplovment of more
unskilled labour under that gentleman’s
supervision. .

The chairman alluded to the continu-
ation of' petty depredations and act§
of damage in the grounds and regretted
that it did not seem possible to brirg
the offenders to book.

Several members of the board express-
od the opinion that it was useless to
seek the co-operation of the police; bLut
it was eventually decided on the moticn
of Messrd. Bellringer and Cock that
the chairman be requested to write to
Inspector Wilson, Wanganui, in charge
of the police district, requesting him ‘to
give instructions to assist the board if
possible,

Mr. Hughes brought up the question
of alterations made in Mr. King's
grounds, where a dam or dams had been
constructed, the bursting of one of
which might very seriously imperil the
safety of the embankment retaining the
larpe lake. ‘

Tt was, resolved that the chairman,
with Messrs. Cock and Hughes, be ap-
pointed a committee to view Mr.
King’s works and to take any steps
which they mav consider neeessary to
safegnard the boerd’s interests.

TH, JULY 15, 1909
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD A.G.M.

The anpual meeting of the Pukekura
Park Board was held at the Town Hall
last night, Mr. I'. P. Corkill presiding.

1t was decided, after some discussion,
to admit the press.

The yuarterly report of Mr. W, W,
Smith, the curator, was read, and
severnl suggestions contained therein
will be given effect to.

There was a considerable amount of
diseussion in connection with the ques-
iion of linding employment for a num-
ber of unemployed, lor which purpese
several . donations amouunting to about
£20 hud been 1eceived.

It was eventually agreed that a num-
Ler of local nuem[]‘l)luyetl be given work
aliout the grounds, prefercnce to be
given to married men, at & wage of 7s
ser day. A motion that the wuges be
7s for married men with large families,
0s for inarried men with small families,
and 5s for single men, was negatived.

1t was suggested that the best conrse
for strangers to the town who were
unemployed would be to go to the Cha-
ritable Aid  Board, who should recover,
it possible, any assistance granied to
men irom the boards in the districts
from which these people came.

THE BALANCE SHERET

Tl:e hajance sheet for the year ending
April 1 showed receipts iotalling £411
10s 104, inclnding dopations £50 1lds
G, rents L£22 15s, proceeds picnic on
November 9 £31 85 7d, +boat license
and fees 19s, denation in hox £ 13s 2d,
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subsidy borough council £200, Bank of
New Zealand cverdraft al April 1 €88
15s 2d (including transaclions on that
date), Mr. I". P. Corkill advances £9
13s 8d. Expenditure: Dank overdraft
April 1, 1908, £65 18s 6d, wages £287
1s 2d, material, tonls and repairs £18
O3 4dd, railnge and cartage £2 25, fire
insurance 1ss 9d, painting and repairs
to coltage £20 1s, painting band ro-
iunda, ete., £6 3s 6d, secds 16s 9d, ad-
vertising 10s, 200 Chinese Janierns and
charges € is 10d, reut horotigh couneil
a8, postage and stationory £3, bank
intereal £5.

The paesition of the bank scconnt at
July 14 was as follows : —Debit balance
April 1 £88 155 2d, since peaid in £48
15s—£40 0s 2d, cheques drawn £33 1s
dd, overdraft £93 1s 6d. Other liabili-
ties amounted to £108 13s 10d, inelud-
ing further advances by Mr. Corkill
£27, Mr. W, W. Smith (curator) wages
to June 3 £39.

The Chairman explained that during
the past year ihe expense in connec-
tion with casval labour had exceeded
that of the previous year by €120, The
hoard had in hand fireworks 1o the
valué of nhaut £61, sufficient to give
threa good fireworks disploys cach of
which should produce about £30 judg-
ing by former experience. Income from
these sources had been anticipated dur-
ing the year, and it would be remem-
bered that displays had been advertised
on two or three occasions but had to
be postponed én account of the wea-
ther. Income received from the sports
ground committee, too, was about £70
less than had been anticipated, and in
other words the board had experienced
wany disappointments,

In the course of a lengthy discussion
which followed, Mr. Watkins expressed
‘the opinion that a greater number of
annual subseriptions would be received
if people were to rececivé in return
three or fonr named native shrubs from
the grounds each year.

The balance sheet was approved.

It was decided to promote several
entertainments in aid of the funds of
the board.

The meeling then proceeded with the
election of chairman for the coming
year. Mr. Corkill explained that Jic
wished to he relieved of the position,
and on the motion of Messrs. Tisch and
Watking Mr. . Cock was elected.

Mr. Cock in briefly returning thanks
said he would do his hest to carry out
the duties to their satisfaction.

On the motion of Mr. Tisch, seconded
by Mr. Ford and supported by the
chairman, a Lhearty vole of thanks was
passed to Mr. Corkill for his past ser-
vices as chairman. Fulogistic reference
was miade to the great amount of time
and energy Mr. Corkill had always de-
voied ip the welfare of the gronnda.

Mr.. Corkill suitably replied.

The question of the status of the
nominecs of the New Plymouth Borougl
Council was raised, and it was stated
ihut they had equal voting powers with
the trusiees appointed by the Govern-
ment on all except legal matters, bu?
that they were not ¢ligible for the posi.
tion of chairman.

Councillor Bellringer comsidered, {lir
time had arrived when the prescu.

osition of affairs chonld be remedied
'he nominees of the borough couucil
should have.equal voting powers with
the Government nominees 1f they were
io continue to sit on the board.

Al a later stage Councillor Bellringet
gave notice of motion that the control
of the park be handed over to the
borough council, On being informed,
Libwever, that ho could not vote on the
question he withdrew his molion.

Mr. Hughes said le was sirongly
opposed to the control of the "purk
heing haided over to the borough coun-
cil, and would fight it to the last. He
was the founder of the board, and went
round aund sclected the first trnstees,



and he testified to the good work that
had bheen accomplished hy the Lpard.

Councillor Bellringer said the condi-
tion of the grounds al the present time
did not point to the fact that there
had been that return for the money
expended there should have been. The
borowmzh couneil representatives  went
throuezh the wrounds recently, and were
thoronehly disgusted with the whole
thing—well, the footpaths at any rato.

Mr. Hughos: ity us if we got in
the power of the borough ecouncil.  Oneo
day onn moember will come along and
plant a tres, and another day another
member will come _along and cut it
down, e i

The Chairman eousidered Councillor
Bellringer's remarks rather rough on
the board. He had been a mewmber
for twenty years or more, and he con-
sidered that the money sgtlenr. had been
woll spent.  He admitted thé foot-
paths were not in such good order as
thoy wore in years past.  With {his
exception, however, there was no place
in New Zealand to cqual the park.

Mr. Corkill referred to King Idward
Park, Ilawera, and said this would fit
in one corner of Mukekura Park, and
yet £150 a yoar was spent on it

It was resolved that representations
be made that the Mayor of the town
should be appointed an extra trustee.

1L was deeidel to write Lhe Jockgy
Club asking for a contribution toward:
the upkeop of the path leading to the
racecourse, and also’ that no objection
be offered Lo residents in the Vouel-
town, Brooklands and other districts
putting the paths leading to their re-
spective districts in order.

It was agreed that regular monthly
muootings bo held, and that they Le
open ty the press.

The bLoard will visit the grounds in
the course of a few duys,

TH, JULY 15, 1909
BIRDS STOLEN

“ [ regret to inform the board that
petty depredations continue to be com
mitted in the park.” saidl Mr. W. W.
Smith, curator of the Puhchura Park.
in the eourse of his report to the board
fast night.  * On Apnl 11 one of the
four Russian gecse was stolen.  Sinc
planting the bulbs received from Christ-
church several clumps of them hawe
boeen removed.  Twice during the last
fortnight the padlock on the peacoch
house has been foreed off and broken
for what purpose the latter act is done
I can’t say, unless it be to get the
feathers that occasionally are shed by
the birds. Twice lately we have alse
had to put fresh wire on the jackas:
enclosure, owing to malicious injury te
the wire enclosing the bird.”

siderably to the attraehions ol the
town if they provided really good {ish-
mg in the Waiwakaiho River, at any
rate: and this was undoubtedly one of
the best {ishing sireams in the do-
minion. The deputation hoped the
hoard wouid approve of the proposition
wnd they would he pleased to meet the
members in the Park foy the approval
of tho site of the hatehery. If the
society was allowed to construet a
hatchiery in the grounds it would also
very prohahly reguire permission to ob-
lain a supply ol water from the present
main’ supplying the fountain subject to
this heing found feasible. .

The Chairman (3Tr. Corkill) asked if
the deputation eould indicate what ar-
ranzements would be made for the care
of the hatchery if established.

Mr. Wilson said that was a matter
that would have to bho gone into. In
hatehing f{ish great care had to he
ziven. The board had in Mr. Smith
a entleman wha understood a very
great deal about fish, and the society
recognised that in allowing Afr. Smith
to take charge of the fish it had in
the grounds under the present system
the board was allowing the society u
very considerable concession; and if it
would be possible for Mr. Smith to
aive any further time to the subject
‘he rociety would he very pleased that
“e should take over the care of the
hatchery. It was a matter that would
have to be discussed thoroughly.
> The Chairman said he hod talked over
the matter with Mr, Smith, who could
not =zee his way to assyme any rhspon-
sihility for the care of the hatchery,
if established.

Mr. Wilson also asked for permission
to contruct further holding poals.
.The board was disposed to meot the
society in the matter if the supges-
tions could be given effect to, without
in any way hampering itself. It was
nointed out, however, that it could not
be a party to imposing further duties
on Mr. Smith.

The hoard decided to mect represen-
tatives of the Acclimatisation Society
in the Park.

TH, JULY 21, 1909
UNEMPLOYED GIVEN WORK

Work for some of the unemployed in
New Plymouth is being found in Puke-
kura Park. The chairman of the board
(Mr. R. Cock) has received several do-
nations towards this object, and has
pnt on several married men at grub-
bing gorse and generally cleaning up
the park. When the wqu}her clan_rs,
the necessary work of raising and im-
proving the footpaths will be taken in

hand.

TH, JULY 16, 1909

A FISH RATCHERY.

A deputation irom the Taranaki J\c-
climatisation Society, consisting  of
Messrs. Wilson and Whittle, waited
m the Pukekura Park Board on Wed-
aesday and asked permission to establish
a fish hatchery in the Park,

., M1, Wilson said the Acclimatisation
Society was already very much indebted
to the Board for being able to establish
reariyg ponds in tho ground, Now it
ranted, if possible, to go one better.
Ihe socicty found it could do with a
very great number more fish that it
was at present able to accommodate in
the ponds and wished -instead of get-
ting the iy from other socicties to get
the ova and rear the fry itself. If
they were ahle to carry out their idea
it would cnable them to liberate very
many moroe thousands of fish each year.
He pointed out that it would add con-
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TH, JULY 26, 1909
WORK STARTS ON SUNKEN DELL

Good work 1s heimng done in Pukekura
Park by n number of the unemploved.
They have hoen put to work grubbing
gorse and cleaning up the swamp at
the outlet of the top lake. The swamp
1~ to he praperly eleared of the rabhush,
the water confined to a channel, and
the banks lawl down in grass. For the
<hort time the men have heen employed
thev _have done very excellent work.

TDN, JULY 24, 1909
ACCOUNTS FOR 1908

YUATESRNT OF ARCRITTS 45T Pa¥IENTE PO TUF
Y®AR ENDED Lir AFRIL, 1804,
RECEIPTS,

Lo Cazh in land lst April, 1008

Donativis—8. Percy Smith

£y, U, W Govets £8, J,

C. Lege £3, Waller Wes:

Lon 4s, K. Whittle 10,
A DL Gray 108, Misses
Humphries 105,  Mrs,
Honeytichl €25, W, 1.
Joll L4, Mr. Reilinson
3, three Friends &3 35,
Il Weston 108, Anony-
mons 2 d oand X3

8 Gid—total .o a0 14

Ttents { £12 105 in advance)

Proceeds of ienie, 9Ll Nov.

Hont  Liceuse 105, Bout

Fees Us - i

Donution Box in Grounds, .

i
110 ¢

=
[
=
[~ R I~ R e =1

314
Boreurh Couwnei] Subsidy,. 200 0
o Corkill, gdvanees ., 0 13

Bink of Xew Zealund over-
draft ou 1st Apiil, per-
sonuily  guaranteed by
certuin members of the

Board v ite ., BRI15 2

£411 10 10
PAVMENTS,
s, d

By Bank New Zealand oves-

draft 1si April, 1 .. 63 14 0
Wages 55 - E 287 1 2
Material, Tools, and Repuirs 18 8 4
Railage and Cartage .. 2 2 U
Fire Insurazice i R
Tainting and Tepairs ¢

Cotlage 2010

Painting Band Rotunda, ete. & 3 ¢
Henils o s O 0 [

Advertising ., 5 .. 010

200 Chinese Lanterns ond
Charges 34 Lo 4400
Rent Borough Council 0 5 U
Postage and Stationery .. 0 3 U

Bank Intevest and Oow-
mission .. .. .. B8 00
£411 10 10

¢, P, CORKILL,
Chairman (Acting Seeretury).

(Outstanding  liabilities, including
Bank overdraff, £207 4s 8d.)

TH, August 3, 1909
SMITH'S SERVICES OFFERED TO
BEAUTIFYING ASSOCIATION

The Pukekura Park Board decided
last night that with the curator’s con-
sent, that gentleman’s services
placed at the disposal of the president
of the Besutifying Association or of
the horough council in advising as to
tho beautifying of the esplanades or
horough reserves.
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TH, August 3, 1909
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly meetiuy of the Boan
ol Frustees ol Pulichura Park was Lol
at the ‘Town MHatl fast aght, M. K
Cock presiding.  Lheve weie disu i
sent, Messis. 1l Foud, W. L. Newieal
(ueasurer), . C. Hughes (trustees)
G. Tisch, A, . Wathils and 2. bl
ringer, represcuting the Borough Coun
eil, and k. H. Iribe (secietary ).

BOROUGH COUNCIL'S REPRESEN-
TATIVES.

Betore the coulirmative of the mn
utes ot the aunual meeting Mr. Boell
ringer swid he noticed there was
omssion.  He gave notice ot & motion
at the last mecting to atter the conste
tution ot the board, but was ruled ous
ot order on the ground that the staus
ot the borough council representatives
would not permit hum subnutting such
a motion. Lo asked the secrciar)y to
reter to the resolution of the board ad-
mitting the council’s delegates 1o sit
with thoe trustees.



Mr. Tribe saiwd the resolution retei-
red to was passed by the board i 1bUS.
aud the minute book only dated back to
1904,

Mr. Tisch produced the vtigial letter
in which Mr. Clement Govett, chan-
man of the Board of Trustees i 10U,
torwarded tho following resvlution to
the council: *“That 1t the horough coun-
¢il appomt three ot thew numher to
sit with and conter with members ol
the board, the board will recoguise them
s having equal powers with membets.
notwithstandinyg that the Taranaky Bu-

tanic Act does not provide lor more g

than seven members ot the Loard ™

Mr. Bellringer asked it m face of this
resolution the cchairman ot trustees
stall ruled him out ol order.

The Chairman: Yes, 1 do, Mr. Bell-
rnger.  You cannot legally move i
the direction ol alurmg the constito-
tion ol the board, lor the Govermeat
recognise ouly the duly appomted trus-
tees. )

Mr. Bellringer: Then that resvlution
is just a bit ot Llutt on the part of the
board, was it? )

The Chairman said this was not so.
The Board of Trustees telt they would
like the assistance of one or two repia-
sentatives of the borough couuncl see-
ing that the council provided them v ith
by far the greater portion of their
revenue. But it must be plainly ovi-
dent that there was some business which
could be initiated only by the trustees.
The council’s delegates had a full voice
in the control ot the grounds, and could
vote on matters such as the expendi-
ture ot moneys in their upkecp, and so
on. No vote on these matters could be
aljectionable to the trustees, but when
they attempted to alter the coustitu-
tion he was convinced that only oue of
the trustees could do that.

Mr. Bellringer: Of course you are
aware Mr. Chairman, that that couise
could be altered on a petition of the
ratepayers.

The Chairman: Yes, we are aware of
all that, We do not wish 1o haulk 1he
council's delegates in any way. 1f Mr.
Bellringer wanted the constitution al-
tered, he could put it before the peo-
ple. He was prepared to second &
motion, if Mr. Bellringer wounld move
it, that a legal opinion be obtained tu
decide the standing of the delegates.
He would offer no objection to having
the governing Act dmended so that the
number of memhers be increased to
ten, three of whom should be delegates
from the horough council.

Mr. Bellringer said there was n need
for some alteration. The board should
take some steps to get more in touch
with the people, particularly those
younger people whose interest and as-
sistance would benefit the funds. At
present these people held aloof. They
seemed to Jook upon the board as—-

The Chairman: Fossilised?

Mr. Bellringer: I don't say that
Mr. Chairman. But there is a now
order of things coming in New Ply-
mouth, and there are young people
whom the board would do well to m-
terest in the grounds.

The Chairman contended that the
trustees had in the past done pood
work. He said that comparison of New
Plymouth’s grounds with Wellington's
indicated that there had heen more
ounds spent here than shillings in

ellington. Tt was a dirty-looking
place, full of furze, and broom, and
ti-tree, and rubbish. There were dells
there similar to those which had heen
made so beautiful in our grounds. .\l-
though himself 2 member of the trus-
tees, he ventured to sav that the mom-
hers of the Pukekura Park Board hail
shown other places the way to do
things. Few boards in New Zealand
had done such work as had heen done
here. This was the work of the old

fossils.
|
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Mr. Newman: They were nnch
vounger then.

~Mr. Bellringer said he did not ques-
tion the work done by the board in the
past. He admitted that it deserved ull
credit for it.

The Chairman said he was aware
chat many of the paths were overgrown
and he feit that the board was not goet-
ting the work that it should for its
expenditure. They “Tad un excellent
curator in Mr. Smith, a thoroughly
practical man, who had done excellent
work iu the grounds, particularly in
yeautifying the Gilbert Street entrance.
ut it seemed to him that the hoard
could do with a little more rough labhour
in the grounds. The paths necdod at-
tending to. He was pleased to an-
nounce that Mr. Honnor had olferad
twenty loads of hlacksmith's ash for the
paths, and also to have it earted to the
zrounds free to the hoard.

The matter then dropped.

“THE MAGISTRATE."

Mr. Watkins reported that the New
Plymouth amateurs had consented to
put on “The Magistrate’ on Wednes-
day in aid of the board's funds. They
intended to put on the piece as well as
ever.

It was decided that the proceeds of
the performance he placed in a separ-
ate fund for the relief of the unem-
ployed.
FINANCIAL.

The financial position of the board
was raised.

The secretary reported that he hadl
received from Mr. Corkill a list of the
hoard’s sections which were leased, 1the

total revenne being £19 75 G Tle
ostimated that the hoard's annual
revenue would be £230 Gnelusive of

horongh snbaidy £130, sports ground
rental £25, rents £49 Ts 6d). At pre-
sent the board owed the hank €90 195,
and there were ontstanding acconnts
amounting to about £100,

The Chairman said the wages of the
curator -and his assistant absorbed the
borough subsidy and the rents, and on
top of that there was bird food to be
hought, and sundrv expenses. The hoard
had, however, additional prospective
revenue in fireworks displays and other
entertainments.

THE PRESS.

It was decided to admit the press to
the board’s meetings.

Mr. Tisch remarked that if the hoard
wanted public support it must let the
people know what it was doing.

The Chairman agreed, and sawl he
always liked to see the press present..
It had a tendency to keep people in
order.

TH, AUGUST 7, 1909
ACCLIMATISATION SOCIETY

Suhi')ect to the approval of the Puke-
kura Park, two new ponds will be con-
structed in the park. 2

It was decided to order 40,000 trout
fry, 30,000 of which will be_sent to the
New Plymouth ponds and 10,000 to
ponds to be bunilt at Tariki.

A hurt;r_ vote of thanks was.accorded
to Mr. Wiggs for his services in pre-
paring plans for tha hatchery.

TH, SEPTEMBER 7, 1909
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly meeting of the Board
of Trustees of Pukekura Rark wus held
at the Town Hall last night, Mr. It.
Cock presiding. There were also pre-

sent+ Meusrs, R, C. Hughes, H. Ford.
W. L. Newman, G. Tisch (M on. A
E. Watkins, F. Bellringer, and E. H.

Tribe (secretary).
24

THE UNEMPLOYED FUND.

The secretary submitted a statement
of receipts and expenditure in_connec-
tion with the production of “The
Magistrate’ on behalf of th2 unem-
ployed fund. The receipts amounte
to £33 17s, and the expenses to £1Y
11s, leaving a credit balance of £14 Gs.
The amoun: of subscriptions received
towards the unemployed 1 was
£34 17s, which, with the credit hal-
ance from ‘‘The Magistrate,” made &
total of £19 3s. The amount of wages
vaid was £53 1s @d, leaving £3 18s Gd
found by the board.

FINANCE.

The secretary stated that the board’s
overdraft at date amounted to £105
13s 64,

CURATOR'S REPORT,

Mr. W. W. Smith, curator, reported
that tfor the first week of the montl
all the extra labour employed was in
gorse-cutting on the hill next raere
course. Owing to the slmost continn
cns damp and wet weather during the
time the extra men were here it wa-
quite impossible to do much with then
in improving the walks in the park
Me removal of the mound of clay as
the entrance from Gilbert Ntreet was
completed in ten days, and it occupicd
the labours of two men. The sloping
down of hoth sides of the cutting near
the lower end of the lower lake hae'
Leen completed and  partly  planted
with very pood effect. The broad walk
had been  raised from three to siv
inches and conted with forge ash.which
would now enable visitors to get about
comfortablvy in all weathers. Both
sides of the vpper lake had had the
walks raised with clay to a sultable
level. More ash was required to cover
and finish themr Among the general
work undertaken was the cleaning of
sloves hetween the Carrington Road
entrance and -he Jower end of the
unper lake. The slopes around the
lily lake had also been cleaned and the
robhish  carted away and burned.
The large heap of clay  formerls
Iying on the side of the upper lake
extension had been removed and used
in levelling and coating the walks on
hoth sides as far as it would extend.
All: the plants in the nursery had been
planted in their permanent places and
at the new entrance. Since the last
meeting several ladies and tlemen
had prerented ouantities of valuable
plants which had been chiefly used to
complete tHe new rders. Miss
Clarke, Gilhert Street gave a large
quantity of bulbs and other plants,
Miss Devenish some fine narcissi bulbe
with Lerbaccus plants, Mrs. Fraser and
Mrs. Kelly, Vogeltown, presented a
small cartload of spring flowering and
other hardy plants, Mrs, Sandford also
gave a number of good border plants,
from Mr. Cock and other gentlemen he
had received roses to cover the hi
wooden fence at Gilbert Street en-
trance: Mrs. Kenny had also given
some large shruhs to assist in complet-
ing the planting of the borders at the
new entrance; Mr. Newton King pre-
sented half a sackful of dahlia tubers.
An anonvmous donor sent a bundle of
native plants, some being new to the
Park. A gentleman resident in Ka-
whia sent a box of tanekaha’s and mo-
noaos. Up to the present time all the
above were looking well.

GENERAL BUSINESS.

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded
all who had contributed gifts to the
zrounds, to those taking part in ‘‘The
Magistrate’’ for their kindness and to

Mr. A. Harle, auditor, for his ser-
vices,
Messrs. Newman and Tribe were

authorised to canvass the town for an-
nual subscriptions.

A letter from Mr. H. Munro. Inspec-
tor of Noxious Weeds, requiring that
immediate attention be given to the
gorse growing on the roads nrf?und the
Park was referred to the chairman.



TH, SEPTEMBER 21, 1909
ACCLIMATISATION SOCIETY

" The society has added four additional
onds to those alreads in use at Puke-
Eura Park. - Water is conducted over
them by means of a woaden flume, and
falls into the tanks from a h:-i;_:‘nt-- of
soveral feet, thus thoroughly acrating
the water and: keeping it in constant
agitation, this having the tendency to
oduce stronger amr more aclive fish.
FZ is hoped to have the hatcheries in
full swing for next season. They will
be ecrected in the fern glen, which at
present holds the rearing ponds.
e Acchimatisation Socicty vesterday
received 20,000 trout fry from ' the
Hawera hatcheries.  Of these 10,000
were brown trout and 10,000 rainbow.
They were landed in excellent condi-
tion and placed in the society’s ponds in
Pukekura Park. Latterly the Hawern
society has ndopted the system of net-
ting the “‘wild”’ trout in the streams
and stripping them of ava, and these
young qu are fine healthy specigaens.

TH, OCTOBER 5, 1909
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

A lmaei;ing3 of the Pukekura Park
Board was held in the Town Hall last
night.  Present: Messrs. R. Cock,
chairman, R. C. Hughes, Harris Ford,
F. C. J. Bellringer, A. E. Watkins and
E. l[;l Tribe, secretary.

The question of the maintenance of
special 'i’ootpuths was brought forward,
and it was resolved that the secretary
again write to Taranaki Jockey

ub asking the club to take into con-
sideration the question of maintaining
the path leading to the rececouyse.

It having been brought to the notice
of the board that trees had been cut
down and removed without permission
from the board, it was decided that no
trees or shrubs should be cut down
without the sanction of the board in
writing.

The turd authorised the overseer for
the month to provure sufficient wire
netting to femco off the glow worm
caves owing to the possible danger of
an_earth slip. .

The board also decided to form a
footpath and plant flowers neir the
tea rooms. —

Providing the Acclimatisation Soci-
ety offered no objection permits for fish-
ing in the large lake will be isued
during the season at a fee of ten shil-

lings.

No bathing will be permitted in the
lake after 8 a,m., and bathers must al-
w% wesr ful'l-longth costumes.

e board further decided that the
chairman and the secretary should act
for the board in making arrangements
with the Garrison Band for a serics of
moonlight concerts in the Park during
the summer months, and, if possible,
arrange for a special programme at
Christmas,

TDN, OCTOBER 8, 1909
IMPROVEMENTS TO PATH

Fhe  caretaker of -the Reereation
Grounds, Mr. W, W, Smith, has etfect
a very greal improvement in the path
leading from the =ports ground to the
band rotunda. What was  hitherlo a
treacherous track, channelled by storm
water, is now a well-made path, grass

bordered, amd einder-covered; and the
culting of a little channel aeruss the
top will save it from Dbeing spoiled
again by the waters from the higher
levels,

{
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TH, OCTOBER 27, 1909
FUNDRAISING

IREWORES! |
F F IREWORKS!
F IREWORKS

GUY FAW NIGHT,
FRIDAY, NOV. 5, 1909,
At 8 o'clocky

IN PUKEKURA PARK,

In aid of the Fa of the Board.

& ——

GARRIBON BAND
will render Belections from
various Operas.

THE

PARK ILLUMINATED
by Chinese Lanterns.

Admission--One Shilling;
Children, halt-price.

E. H. TRIBE,
Hon. Bec.

-
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TH, NOVEMBER 1, 1909
FROGS IN THE PARK

Mr. W. W. Smith, curator of Puke-
kura Park wriles: —Referring to ihe
tiny native frog (Liopelma Hochstcl-
ler1) noted in Monday's Herald, it may
be of some interest to state that therc
are several of them living in the
swamp' in the valley adjoining the
Sports Uround. 1heir feeble cal
which much resembles that of a very
Joung rabbit may be hecard duriug,
every cool or damp evening or on dul
days preceding ram.

TH, NOVEMBER 24, 1909
SWANS EGGS STOLEN

A despicable theft has: been perpe-
trated at Pukekura Park. The white
swan had a_nest of eggs, from which
it was hoped several cygnets would be
reared for the unds.  However,
during Tuesday the ¢ were stolen,
despite the fact- that the curator, Mr.
W. W. Smith, had had the nest pro-
tected by wire netting. The Park
Board is offering 'a reward of £5 for
information that would lead to the con-
viotion of the thief.

TH, OCTOBER 28, 1909
FUNDRAISING

SPORTS!
KING’S BIRTHDAY

(TUESDAY, NOV. 9, 1809),

In RECREATION SPORTS GROUND,
New Plymouth.

Proceeds in aid of Bports Ground
Funds.
PROGRAMME.

(Amateur Events to be run under the
rules of the N.Z.A.A. Assoriation.)

* AMATEUR EVENTS.
100 yds. ...... Priges, trophies or orders.
220 yds. ..... . do. do. do. .
440 yds. ..... . do. do. do.
880 yds. ...... do. do. do.
OYCLING.

} Mile ............ 18t prize, £2; 2nd, 10s.
1 Mile .......... .. do. do. 0.
1} Mile .......... do. do. do

Points Prize for Cycling Events, Sil-
ver Cup donated by Mr. G. W. Gunson.
 Nominations close on THURSDAY,
Nov. 4, at 8 pm. ~

Nomination Fee, 3s for Amateur
Events; Cycling Events, 2s. (No ac-
ceptances.) .

Programme includes Quoits, Throw-
ing Cricket Ball, and numerous other
events, and will conclude with a

DASH TO THE NORTH POLE.

Mr. H. KERR, the Australasian
Champion Walker, will give a Mile Ex-
hibition Walk during the afternoon.

J. OLARKE

Hon, Ee(;retary.
b2
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TH, DECEMBER 4, 1909
MOVIES IN THE PARK

Few entertainments are likely to be-
come more popular than the serics of
open-air kinematograph entertainments
in the Recreation Sports Groand that
was inaugurated last night by Mr. H.
Hayward, whose enterprise is highly
commendahle. On a warm summer
evening there is no spot in New Ply-
mouth more pleasant than the Recrea-
tion Grounds, and when to the beauti-
ful surrounding of the grounds them-
selves is added a moving picture enter-
tainment of a high order, with nice
music, the spectators at which may
lonnge at their ease, smoke if they de-
sire, chatter, and be free from the an-
noyance qf large hats that in a theatre
so frequently block one’s view of the

ictures, what could be more pleasant?
rom the fine terraces on the sports
ground everyone can obtain an uninter-
rupted view of the pictures. Add
again to this 'the fact that cnly a shil-
ling is charged for admittance. Al
though the weather was so unpropitiow
there was a good attendance at last
night’s opening entertainment. One
drawback, due to the display being
practally o trial one, was the fact
that the ecreen used for the pictures
was ra too far from tho terrace on
which most of the sudience sat. The
details of some of the pictures wore seen
well, but others were not quito so dis-
tinct. In future, however, the screen
will be placed much closer to the ter-
raco. The light was a splendid one;
and with the defect mentioned reme-
died, there should be nothing to com-
plain about in the way the pictures
aro shown. A strong orchestra had
been engaged, and was present, but
owing to the damy atmosphere the
stringed instruments could not be used.
A good programme of music, however,
was supplied per medium of the piano.
The films themselves were excellont
ones, varied, new, and well selected.
Purticularly good films were ‘“A Hu-
man Sacrifice,”” depicting some of the
rites of the Druids of ancient Britain
and the offering of a human sacrifice,
and “The White Chief,”” a film that
illustrated the life and custom of the
American Indians. Next week My,
Hayward will arrange another fine pro-
gramme, assisted by a good orchestra.
On the following week a benefit per-
torpiance will be given to an injured
ember of the local fire brigade.



TDN, DECEMBER 8, 1909
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The Board met on Monday evening,
when there were present: Messrs, R.
Cock (chairman), F. . Corkill, W, l.
Newman, H, Ford, R. €. Hughes, F.
Bellringer, G, Tisch, 8, Percy-Swith, and
the secretary. ;

The chairman made a statement show-
ing the finahcial position of the Board,
the total indebtedness heing about
£190.

Considerable discussion took place
with reference to the question ot dealing
with the hoy who stole the swan’s eges
in the park, and it was resolved that
“the youth who stole the eggs on Nov-
ember 22nd De prosecuted, and that the
Board's solititor he instrueted accord-
ingly.” 1t was deecided that the attention
of pienie parties and others wishing to
have the use of any portion of the park
be called to bye-law 8, exhibited in the
grounds, which states that permssion
must first be obtained from the Bonrd,

It was resolved that in order toeheck
larrikinism in the grouwds the Board
empowers the seeretary and curator, at
their discretion, to enforce the Lye-lnws.

The chairman was authorised to in-
terview the Sports Groumd Cemmittee
with seferenes Lo waking the Liardet
Street. gate the only entrance to the
ground during entertaimments or sports
in the evening-,

TDN, DECEMBER 11, 1909
FISH PONDS

The local society at present has 40,000
voung fish in the ponds in Pukekura
Park,' 10,000 st Inglewood and 10,000
at Tariki. The strongest of these will
be distributed in the rivers in the dis-
trict towards the end of January next.

The process of hatching will in future
be carried out by the Taranaki Accli-
matisatian Society. Next breeding
season will be the first oteasion that
this course has been followed, and it is
expected that rations will be com-
menced in pénds in Pukekura Park
next February.

TH, DECEMBER 20, 1909

THE SPORTS COMMITTEE.

The Committee of the New Plymouth
Recreation Sports Ground held its an-
nual meeting lue. Higiee. Present :
Messrs. A. L. Humphries (chairman),
Stocker, Whittle, George, Hobbs, Tribe,
Perham, Griffiths, and Clarke.

'I'c{m balance sheet and report were
read. :

The Chairman, in moving thei adop-
tion, mentiored that during the vear
the committee did not exert themselves
to any great extent, not wishing to
tax the public too much. They were
enabled, however, thanks chiefly to Mr.
Easther’s dramatic society, to raise £67
by entertainments, Owing to the ab-
sence of representative matches the
football revenue this year was only £53
10s, but it was anticipated that tlis
would be the minimum revenue per an-
num from this source. Donations
amounting to £41 5s 2l were received
last year. The total revenue from all
sources was £230. Once the committec
had paid off their liabilitics this amaunt
wounld be ample for the upkeep of the
ground, and sllow for a considerahle
amount to be spent on other por-
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tions of the ground under the control
of the Pukekura Park Board. In refer-
ence to the outstanding acconnts
amounting to about £60, it was hoped
this amount would be wiped off early
in the New Year, as the assistaneo of
the Ladies’ Committee had again been
promised and a big function would be
run, probably about the middle of Fob-
ruary, and judging by past experience
if ia anticipated that £100 should be
easily raised from this function. The

rincipal items in expenditure were
{'ou.n account_redemption £72 10s (hav-
ing been paid off loan during the year),
labour £60 38 (spent on upkeep andfvr-
ther improvements). It was pleasing to
note that while improving the ground,
erecting new drepsing shed;, and pro-
viding for upkeep the committee hnd
léc:_e‘? able to reduce their labilities by

e,

The report and balance sheet were
approved.

Officers were clected as follows :——
Chairman, Mr. A. L. Humphries (re-
alected) ; seecretary and treasnrer, Mr.
J. Clark (re-clected); auditor, Mr. N.
Bewloy (re-clecte:l).

A vote of thanks was nccorded Mr.
Griffiths for his past services as trea-
surer, and to Mr. N. Bewley for his
services as auditor.

The sceretary was voted a honus of
£12 12s for scrvices during the past
Year.

A hearty vote of thanks was acecord-
ed to the Now Plymouth Dramatie Club
and the Waitara Thespian Society for
entertainments run in aid of the com-
mittee’s funds during the year.

A vote of thanks was accorded to the
press and all others who had assisted
the committee during the year.

It was decided to ask the New Ply-
mouth Amateur Athletic Club and the
Caledonian Society if they were desir-
ous of having representation on ihe
esmmittee.

The North Taranaki Cricket Associa-
tion was granted the use of the. ground
for the Manawatu match during Christ-
mas weels, and the Wanganui match on
January 1 and 3.

It -was decided to point out to the
North Taranaki Cricket Association
that little or no ossistance is veing
given by cricketers to the caretaker in
the matter of rolling the wicket.
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1910

W.W. Smith and Percy Smith went on a native plant foraging trip to Government reserves. Percy
Smith had special ministerial authority to visit certain Crown reserves to collect specimen trees
because he had headed the Scenery Preservation Commission a few years prior.

The swimming pool that had been formed for Central School somewhere in the vicinity of what is
now the Fred Parker Lawn was finally abandoned as the spring which was feeding it dried up.

The Acclimatisation Society had a hatchery building designed by Frank Messenger with the intention
of building it in the park at the head of the Hatchery Lawn. Unfortunately, the cost was higher than
anticipated and they decided not to go ahead with the project. The previous year the Society had four
new rearing ponds built and placed 40,000 brown and rainbow trout in them. The fry did not do well
on account of the hot and muggy weather. The continued dry weather caused the water to foul which
was disastrous for the young fry. This caused the Society to doubt the quality of water coming from
the Park lake.

The Taranaki cricket team famously held an Australian eleven to a draw at Pukekura Park. The local
side did field fifteen men, so had a slight advantage. A good draw regardless.

The financial position of the Board was bad, and to make it worse the Council reduced their subsidy
by £50. Fortunately, a donation of £50 by the Hon. O. Samuel eased the pain a little.

In June, the Board was approached by a group wanting to build a tennis club on park grounds,
between the Vogeltown entrance and the curator’s cottage. The Board granted their request, leasing
out the piece of land on a seven-year renewable contract. The president of the newly formed Park
Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club was Richard Cock, who was also the chairman of the Pukekura Park
Board at the time.

One of the entertainment highlights of the year was the screening of a movie about Shackleton’s trip
to the South Pole, shown on a big screen in the Park. Adding to the entertainment was the Taranaki
Garrison Band playing a selection of tunes.

An extraordinary event was that of Sebphe the aeronaut, who successfully ascended to 4,400 feet in a
hot air balloon, then parachuted down, his balloon following him after emptying itself of air and
turning turtle. (Miss Leila Adair had attempted the same stunt in 1894 with disastrous consequences.
On that occasion her balloon was destroyed by fire before getting off the ground.)

Donations included:
A pair of black swans from the Wellington Acclimatisation Society.
Plant donations included:

Mr Drew, bulbs; Mr Govett, bulbs and plants; Mr Stanley (per Mr Corkill), bulbs and plants; Mr
Brooks, Mr Mace, Mr Putt, Mr and Miss Devenish, various plants; Raby brothers of Rerekapa, two
packages of native trees and shrubs, with packets of native tree seeds. Percy Smith, a valuable

collection of native plants of 15 different varieties (216 plants in all), some of which were new to the
Park.

The Park Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club received a donation of shrubs from Duncan & Davies for
planting around the new tennis club grounds.

‘PrP-IISTORY 7



Summary of significant events

. New ponds constructed by the Taranaki Acclimatisation Society and permission granted to
build a hatchery. Unfortunately the society came up short with funds. The hatchery was not
constructed until 1921

. The Central School pool in Pukekura Park was finally abandoned as the spring feeding pool

had dried up

. Smith and Smith collected native plants from Government reserves

. Taranaki cricket team held an Australian 11 to a draw

. The Board granted permission for a tennis club to be built on Carrington Road (later Victoria
Rd)

. W. W. Smith advertised to buy kiwis
. Memorial service for King Edward VII who died on May 6, 1910.

Fish Rearing Ponds - Present Day Hatchery Lawn (Puke Ariki PHO2012-0430)
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TH, JANUARY 1, 1910
FUNDRAISING

FIREWORKS DISPLAY.

The DMiramar Fireworks Company,
wdder the direetion of Mr. J. Hopkins,
will give s lorge displny of fireworks
on the Reerention Sporis Cronnd on
Thursday evening next.. The com-
pany is making an extended tour of the
daminion, and has already appeared
in several of the most important cen-
tres with conspieuous success. Tho
programme presented is on a most elab-
orato seale, and, it is stated, will sur-
pass anything previously seen in New
Plymouth in tho samoe line of entertain-
ment.  Drilliant seb pieces of artistie
destgn and ingenions constroction con-
stitute the muin features of the dis-
play.  There will ho a fine represanta-
tion of a butterfly which when alight
is seon to move its wings, also a pea-
coek with spreading tail picked out in
many colonrs.  Amonust saveral other
choice items are a sparkling fountein
andd a realistic representation of a wat-
erfall, while a hieautiful diamond chro-
matrope and a Seoteh thistle are popu-
lar sets.  Thére are several other at-
tractions, including a liberal supply of
nerinl effeets. while the fire-club-swing-
ing act of Flamos is-said to le vory
sonsational.”  Varioty is added hy tho
inclusion of a sot of hmorous moving
pietures which are thrown on' to a
speeially prepared sereen prior to the
display of fireworks.

TH, JANUARY 18, 1910
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly mecting of the Pukokura
Park Board was held at the Borough
Council Chambors last evening.  Mr.
R. Cock presided, and there were pre-
sent: Messrs. G. Tisch, 8. Percy Smith,
W. L. Newman, H. Koard, and A. L.
Watkins.

A lettor was read from the Reerea-
tion Grounds Sports Commitice asking
the board to postpone for one year the
collection of the rent—£25.  The mem-
bers of the Doard were unanimous in
reanting tho request.
£ The s,cém‘ct:li"_v read a letter from the
Miramar Waioni Ifireworks Touring
Company, -asking if the grounds wero
available for a fireworks display.—The
secrotary stated that he had replied
that the grounds were not availablo,
and that the board had a stock of
firoworks and held periodieal displays
in aid of the funds of the beard.

The guestion of permitting .o display
of fireworks in the Sports Uround by
the same company on Thursday next
was  brought l‘m’wa.rd. )

It ivas resolved that the attention of
tho Recreation Sports Grouud Comnut-
teo bo called to ¢luuse 16 of their leaso
of the Sports Ground, and that the
board would object to any display of
fireworks in the Iecredtion Sports
Grounel.  The reason for this refusal
was that the board intended to hold
two displays of fireworks almoest 1m-
mediately, in aid of the funds of the
board.

The members of the board were
unanimouns in passing  this resolution,
as it would probably seriously affect
the board's receipts.

The Chairman stated taht the to‘t‘nl
indebtedness of the Dboard. includiig
bank overdraft, was £192.

Accounts amounting to £84 were
passed for payment, bringing . the
Loard's overdraft up to £119.

BI EISEORY

TH, FEBRUARY 2, 1910
PROPOSED FISH HATCHERY

A meeting of the Taranaki Acclima-
tisation Socicty was held this week and
Messrs. Wilson (president) and New-
man were elected a commitiee to super-
vise the construction of o hatchery in
Pukeknra Park.

TH, FEBRUARY 8, 1910
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly meeting of the Puke-
kura Park Board was held last night.
Present: Messrs, R. Cock (chairmmg,
C. W. Govett, S. Percy Smith,
Tisch, F. C. Bellringer, W. L. Newman,
H. Ford, snd A. Ii. Watkins.

The Chairman extended a very hearty
welcome to Mr. C. W. Govett upon his
return from England, and hoped he
would take as great an interest in the
pork as he did before he left.

The Mayor also made a few remarks,
and mentioned that the Borough Coun-
cil was now giving the hoard a subsidy
of £158, or an increase of £50 on tho
amount contributed before.

Mr. Govett, in replying, took the op-
portunity of thanking the hoard for
retaining his seat for him. He wonld
continue to take a keen interest in the
park, and promised to devote as much
time and attention to it as he was
able.  Referring to bis trip, Mr. Go-
vett said whilst ho was in England he
had yisited a large number of parks
and recreation grounds, and foum} that
the upkeep was provided by the city or
town authorities.  They looked wupon
the parks as one of the best assets to a
town at Home.

It was decided to hold a fireworks
display on Wednesday, February 16,
first night of the races. Tt is hoped
to obtain assistance from some of the
crew of the warship Pegasus. The ar-
rangements were left in the hands of
the chairman and Mr. Newman, and
the seeretary (Mr. Tribe).

An application for permission ta sell
refreshments near the racecourse en-
trance on race days was not entertain-
ed. §

It wos decided to ask Mr. Harle to
again act as auditor.

A vote of thanks was passed to Mr.
W. T. Jennings, M.P., for his propos-
ed gift of six black swans.

TDN, FEBRUARY 14, 1910
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Return Fares: Adults 1s, Children Gl
Hot water and milk for pienickers.

SPECIAL TRAIN ARRANGEMENTS.
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TUESDAY EVENING, at 8 o'clock.
in -

RECREATION SPORTS GROUND.
Amateny LRunmng lvents
Cyele Races
Competitions by DBluejnekels
Cramd processien to the Grounds
Cricket amd Football matehes, ena

Full prograomme to-night. L

Al

Seaside

L. HUMPHRIES,
Improvement Committes.
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TH, FEBRUARY 16, 1910
H.M.S. PEGASUS VISIT

EVENING PROGRAMME,

In the evening a hig progromme had
heen arranged for the entertainment of
the llucjnckets at  the Rrocrention
Gronnd.  This eammeneed with an As-
socintion foothall mateh between a
team from the Pocnsus and Taranaki.
The Southern Taranaki man Failed tn
put in an apnearance, with the reenlt
that the local men found soma Jiffi-
culty in getting o full team tozether.
and eventually had the nssistanee of
two spare men from the Pegasns, The
game was well Pontested thronchont,
and ended in a draw of one geal each.
During the progress of the foothall
matceh the weather cleared, and it was
decided to nrocped with the arranae-
ments for the sports moeeting. which
was ta follow. The Sports Grounds
wero illnminated by elestrie lpght on
a mueh improved method than hitherto
adanted.

Shortlvy after 7,20 » nrossssion headed
by the Garrisan Band awl comsisting of
a strong detachment af hluejsckets.
Taranaki Rifles, Tarnnali CGuards, and
Fire DBrigode assombled in Temont
Street. and marched to the Sports
Gravunes. The attendance was verv
satisfnetary,  Tha results of the vari-
ons events are as follows:;—

One Mile Bievele Roeo.—Tister 1,
Ronbnek 2, Geowre 3. Nine started.

2% wvels Sailors’ Rnee.—F. G, Snook 1,
Skett 2, J. Ring 8.

£2yde Amatonr Race.—J. Stohr (11

vis) 1, L. Tressider (24vds.) 2, M.
Ward (=er.) 3.
I1o0lvds.  Sailors’ Race.—Skett 1,

Snank 2. Rine 3.

Two Mile Bieycle Roce.—Rocbuck 1,
Lister 2.

440vds Amatenr Raen—L. Tressider
(40yds) 1, J. Stohr (20yds.) 2, Wand
(ser.) 8.

Half-mils  Sailors’
Sneok 2, Worral 4.

Ouarter-mile Sailors’ Raco.—T. Putt
1, &1, Hanehew 2, . Marnon 3,

Ona Mila Sailors’ Raco.—Borrow 1,
Snook 2, Maorley 3.

A tum of wor hetwean I ALS, Porn-
son el Cnards ended in o victory for
the latter.

The Garrvison Band plaved an indere
estineg propramme of musie during tha
eroning,

The afficors of the Pagasng were
amain tha guests wf {ba laeal membors
of the Navy Teamue Io-t nirhi.

Tha war ehin wos hrilllontle ilumin-
ntor last night ond the searchlight con-
tinually swent alang the eonst,

Ta-dav tho afficers snd o detachment
of the men are altending the races.

Raco.—Skett 1,

TH, FEBRUARY 18, 1910
SHACKLETON MOVIE

«THE DASH FOR THE SOUTH
.POLE.”

A very fair audience assembled on
the Sports Ground last night to see Sir
Frnest Shackleton’s dash for the Seuth
Pole, depicted by means of the kine-
matograph.  The film itsell proved to
be a splendid one, and it was threwn
on to the very large screen with ex-
gellent mechanical accuracy and eclear-
ness. A fina idea of the great hard-
ghips experienced by Polar explorers,
from the time they left Lyttelton until
they reached their furthest point South,
was given by the lengthy film, and 2
more complete roolisation of the white
wastes and awesome solitudes of the
Antaretic regions than they had known



i)'cforo, Was Upl'css;:zd upml' the specta-
tors, Views of the everlsnd march of
the explorers, of the way 1'1'1' 1\'}}ic}1 t_]m
ponics wore utilised on the ice, studies
of pengnin life, m.ul gl_nnpsns c}_f pen-
guin hunting, studies of seals, views of
Monnt Irebus in eruption, and many
others eombined to give n most realis-
tie depiction of the dangers and diffi-
enlties of pelar exploration and the
manner in which the preat Antarctie
enards her secrets.  The film is one
that overy intelligent person  should
malkeo a point of secing.

In addition to this fine film many
otlier films of wvaried charaetor wore
shown, completing a wvery fine pro-
gramme. The Taranaki Garrison Band
added to the enjoyment of the audi-
ence with an excellent musieal pro-
gramme, This evening the Shaclkle-
ton film will be repeated, but the
ather films will be changed. The Gar-
rison Band will play again.

TH, FEBRUARY 21, 1910
SMITH OFFERS TO NAME PLANTS

Mr. W, W. Smith, curator of Pulke-
kura Park, in a letter in another col-
umi, offers to wount and uame speci-
mens of any plants farmers ecare to
leave with him or at this office: His
iden is to assist in checking the spread
of noxious weeds.

TH, FEBRUARY 21, 1910
SMITH ON NOXIOUS WEEDS

Sir,—The prevention and suppres-
sion of noxious weeds and ull speeles
ol objectionable plants occurring in
nowly-settled districts is o wjptier of
exbreme nuportance to the sebtlers,
particularly to those oceupying valu-
able pastoral lands,  In addiion to
biackberry and ragwort, whieh you
specially mentioned in your lender on
Noxious Weeds a weel ago, there aro
several other almost equaly agressive,
destructive and dangerous species of
plants  now  rapidly  dispersing  and
gamivg pround in Taranaki., When
tinis wonld permit I have, during the
last cighieen months, been compiling
a list of the nuturalised plants of the
Taranaki County, which list has at-
tuined to nearly two hundred speeics
of exotic plants. They inelnde many
valuable species of economic plauts,
while they alse include zome destrue-
tive and dangerons plants.  Amongst
the latter are the deadly nightshade—
o plont whese reot, stem, leaf, bud,
flower and fruit are deadly polsonons;
hemlock,  Durweed,  Bathurst  buer,
giant dock and Australinn amex, aov-
eral speeies of formidable thisties,
Doad Sea apple, bearing large pinuo-
tifid strongle spispus Jeaves, several
species of nulkweed, and the very ob-
jectionnble bloodweed,  Although non-
peisonons, the latter nlant is a sevions
nuisanee i dairving districts,  When
mileh cows eat the ripe blood-red ber-
ries in autnmn they impart o very dis-
agreeable flavonr to and stain the millk
pink. Though there are probably about
twe dozen additional species of objee-
tionahle plants aconrring in this coun-
ty, tho short list I mention should
prompt agriendturists and pastoralists
to use every possiblo means for their
vigorous suppression whenever thoy ap-
pear on their properties,  The two
lust mild winters, followed by warm
summers. have been highly condueive
fo the development and disnersnl of
sovaral suceles of noxious oxobie plants,
T wonld here snggest that, with » view
to assiating farmers and pastoralists to
identifv the more troublesowme nlants,
T wonld undertake to monnb and namo
appeimens of  any pleettp thev mew
hring to the Park or vonr effics and
hove them vlaeed for roference in the
rooma of the Taranalki Agrienitural
and Pastoral Society.—1 1m, nte,

W. W, SMITH.

Bi EISEORY

‘Stratford arrives about 2

TH, MARCH 18, 1910
CRICKET—AUSTRALIA V TARANAKI

(jR]CKETi (}RICEETH

“

THE MATCH OF THE SEASON.
AUSTRALIA v, TARANAKI.

To be played on the
RECREATION SPORTS GROUND,
New Plymouth,

and WEDNESDAY,
1910,

TURSDAY
MARCH 22 and 23,

On

Play Commences at 11 a.m. cach day.

¢+ On Tuoesday a speeinl train  from
p.m The
4.80 p.m, train for South is delayed to
5.30 p.m. on both days.

ADMISSION QOune Shilling.
Bnelosure, One Shilling.
AUSTIN BEWLEY,
Hon. Sec. North Taranaki C.A.

a4

TDN, MARCH 21, 1910
CRICKET—AUSTRALIA V TARANAKI

The topic of the moment iz the big
match to take place to-morrow end
Wednesdavy  between the ‘Australian
touring ericket team and Taranaki. The
match will be played on the Recreation
8ports Ground, and as the result of
assiduous care the wicket and outfield
are in capital plaving order. The com-
mittee of the Joeal asznciation has made
verr complete arrangements’ for the
miblie. Taree scaring boards are to te
ereated, and by their means the publie
will he informed of every change m
the scores. Luncheon will be available
on the gronnd.

The visitors, by their performances
in several of the principal centres of
cricket in the Dominion, have ghown
that they are an exceptionally strome
batting and bowling side, some of the
individual members Deing stamped as
the finest ericketers in the world, Op-
porfunities for seefng really first-class
cricket are rare in this country, and
will be for many veara vet and we
have no doubt that there will he a
very large attendance of the publie at
this mateh. The Taramaki team, as
aplected, is a strong combination, and
the men mav he depended upon to give
a good account of themselves,
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TDN, MARCH 23, 1910
CRICKET—AUSTRALIA V TARANAKI

AUSTRALIA v, TARANAKL
A NEAR THING FOR THE VISITORS.
MAKES A SURPRISING
STAND.

TARANAKI

"A drawn game,” and drawn in Tara-
nakrs favor, was the result of the
ericket maten between the Australiau
cleven aud Llaranak: which was con-
tinued and concluded in the Recreation
Sports Ground yesterday, The mateh
provided a most exciting finish, Half-
an-hour to play, most of the best Aus-
tralian batsmei gone, and 24 runs to
make to win. It seemed [feasible.
Twenty minutes to go, only the weakest
two wickets to get, still 19 ruus required
to win, and Southail sending down dead-
ly deceptive breaks like a book, The
crowd grew hopeful—but not for Aus-
tradin,  Che odds were heavy against
Dodds, Hopkins, and Mackenzie making
the required number. Then the Aus-
tralians appealed for light, and the um-
pires could do nothing but agree, Stumps
were drawn. The light, it might be
mentioned, was far better than at the
conclusion of the firsi day's play, and
possibly more satisfactory than it had
been an hour ecarlier, when the fal
pines threw streaky patehes across the
piteh. These had now disappeared, and
tne light was even, However, the re-
sult as 1t stood was immensely satis-
factory, and came as a great surprise
to most people, including the keenest
enthusiasts in the good old game.

Following are the details of the seo*-
ing:—

AUSTRALIA,

TFirst Innings.
Simpson, b Southall, 4442410 .. 29
Mayne, b Southall, 111111114112441-

41 s i s e .. 3
Kelleway, Lb.w. b Cole. 2111114414 20
Emery, b Southall, 11114121644441 35
Smith, b SoutMall, 1126124411 23
Mackenzie, b Cole .. it _—
Bardsley, b Southall, 1 Vi 2 K
Hopking, h Cole, 1144] o S
Facy, ) Southall, 4 .. 5 o A

Dodds, b Cole, 11 .. 358 sw 2
Whitty, not out, 411 .. = v B
Byes 3, leg byes 7 .. .. .. 10
Tatal g 168
Bowling Analysis.—Sounthall, 17 overs,
4 maidens, 78 runs, 6 wickets; Cole, 14
overs, 1 maiden, 63 runs, 4 wickess;
Dunlop, 2 overs, (0 maidens, 11 runs, 0
wickets; Pratt, 1 over, 6 runs, 0 wick-
ets,

Runs at fall of vach wicket:=1 for
33, 2 for 68, 3 for 100, 4 for 113, 5 for
116, G for 138, 7 for 139, § for 147,
8 for 157, 10 for 1068,



TARANAKL

First Innings . 166
Second Innings.
Smith, b Whitty i3 0
Weston, b }\t‘“l.“’l‘lj', H"lail{lH" £ S
Lash, b Whitty, 2 Sy -
Inman, ¢ Emery, b \\-‘hit.l'.\' 2 2
In]p b ]\uiim\n\ ¥ 0
Greathateh, ¢ McKenzie, 1 “ ]nltt\ -1 4
Robertson, ¢ FFacy, b Whitty, & .. 2

Perham, ¢ Emery, b Simpson, 4211-

1121144 = 22
Dunlop, run out, 444410 18
Eggleston, b Emery, 4 4
Pratt, b Rimpson, !422414“11 31
Clegg, b Emery, 4 .. aa . 4
Hill, b Emery, 14 o o s B
Clarke, b Emery, 1 .. e @i~
Southall, not uut. - .

Byes, 19, leg byes 14, no !Jalll 1 34

Total i Vi 5 157

Bowling Analvsis.—Whitty, 14 avers,

3 maidens, 33 runs, 5 wickets; Kelleway,
11 overs, 4 maidens, 34 runs, 2 wick-
ets; Emery. 7 overs. 0 ‘maidens, 29
rins, 4 wickets; Simpson. 5 overs, 0
maidens, 28 runs, 2 wickets.

Runa at the fall of eoeh wicket:—
I for 0, 2 for 8. 3 for 18, 4 for 23,
5 for 34, 6 for 41, 7 for 43. § for 74,
9 for 83, 10 for 111, 11 for 138, 12 for
140. 13 for 144, 14 for I57.

AUSTRALTANS,
Second Tunings.

fimpzon, ¢ Tratl, b Cole. 111144, . 13
|Mavne, b Southall, 22141411122412,
Kelleway, b Southall, 2 P av B

Emery, st. Smith, b Southall, 443-
li-.ll.]’lll . A i s 40

Smith, b Southall, Ia# sy .s 10

IFacy. ¢ an& b Cole, 11212211116 ee 10

Whitty ¢ Cole, H Southall ., b 0
Bardsley, run out, 11111 . s B
Dodds, not out, 11 ,, e oo B
Hopkinus, not out, 11 .. e §u 0
Byes 10, leg-byes 5 wra S |
Total for eight wickets 138
Bowling Analysis.—Southall, 12 overs,

1 maiden,
overs,
Clarke,
wickets,

49 runs, 5 wicketa; Cole, 8
maidens, 48 runa, 2 wickels;
3 overs, 0 maidens, 26 runs, 0

Runs at the fall of cach wicket:—
1 for 36. 2 for 38, 3 for %1, 4 for 1086,
6 for 107, G for 118, ¥ for 131, 8 for 134.

TDN, MARCH 24, 1910
HORSE FALLS DOWN TERRACES

A horse fell down the terruces on the
eastern side of tne Sports Ground at
Pukekura Park the other day. The
terraces were disfigured where the ani-
mal fell, but the latter landed on its
feet and started nibbling the grass at
the bottom as if nothing had bappened.

TH, MARCH 30, 1910
HON. 0. SAMUEL DONATION

Mr. R. Cock, chairman of the -Pulke-
kura Park Poard, h‘i“ recelved a dena-
tion of £350 from the Hon. 0. Samuel,
whe wrote as follows: —*In rt‘Lmrmtion

of the good work which your board
(undm ‘the very able ‘J.H,urnl"mn]onm
of Mr. Ww. hmuh] has done and 1s

doing i'or the ]mhh(. in relation to the
h(‘dlltlfj’lﬂ” of Pukekura Park, I en-
clase a donation of £50 towards its
funds,”’  So pgenerous a donadion will
bo very aceeptable to the board, especi-
ally if it moves others to follow Mr.
Samuel’s good examplo.

TH, APRIL 6, 1910
C. W. GOVETT DONATION
The secretary of the Pukekurn Park

Board has received the following let-
ter from DMr. €. W. Govett: “As a
moember of the board I am able to ap-
preciate what has been done to the
Gronnds duving the two years 1 was
away. - Like 1 Samuel T wish to
show m_\ appreciation and  therefore
deuble the subseription I have been
payiuge for some years post. en-

close cheque for £10 to I]r'lp the hoawd
over its financinl diffienltics, heping
othors will =also assist™

TH, MARCH 23, 1910

MONDAY.

CALEDONIAN
SPORTS

At NEW PLYMOUTH,
RECREATION SPORTS GROUND.

EA.STER

in the

AMATEUR AND CASH EVENTS.
RUNNING. CYCLING.

LARGE FIELDS! LARGE FIELDS!

Amateur Champion
competing.

H. KERR, Ll\c
Walker,

HIGHLAND COMPETITIONS.

Excursion Fares. DDelayed Trains.

Admission to Grounds: One Shilling.

FlASTER | |

BP"” BEORY

ONDAYX,

TH, APRIL 12, 1910
AUSTRALIAN CRICKETERS PRAISE
PARK

We take the following from the Syd-
ney Daily, Telegraph, consributed by a
member of the Australian ericket team
leri‘nti\ hére @ —

At New Plymonth, the Taranaki cen-
tre, a cordinl weleome awaited the
team. The ground here is worthy of
speeial em.n]\ After seeing maost of
the gr oumh in BEngland, Australia, and
New Zealand, one would 11111111 -
reservedly for Pulekurs Park as being
ghroiutolv the most plcturnrquo grounc
of all, The visitor is 51:111:1\ amuazed on
entering the' gate at the novelty aiuf
beauty of the scene. Iour conical hill Is,
beautifully terraced, overlook the 111'1\-
ing area. A row of seats is placed
:tIom- cach torrace, and when well pat-
ronized, especially by Indies, s an this
aceasion, the scene s of remarkable in-
torest and churm. Between the ier-
roced hills, but somewhat in the back-
ground, are glades of New Zealond's
wonderful abundance of native flera,
while still further back the ground
vmt]uu,ll's rises till a4 vast nm\:i] catre
% formed., On the second day of the
mateh a dust-laden southerly made the
town streets a veritable inferno—inside
the ericket p'wund wios a haven of com-
plete peace from the putside turmoil.
The park proper is famed throughout
New Zealand, and stretehes over many
aeres of magnifieent fern and native
hush. Oraamental Inkes and waterfalls
complete the attractions of a spot
upon which the residents: of New Plv-
month greatly pride themselves, And
as if to complete the pictiee, Mount
Eegmont stands sentinel in the distanee,
some 18 m:[os away, it Jooking much
clpsor, The w eather has been cold and
wintry .mrl a mantle of snow Appears
on +he m ajestic cone for the first dime
sinee inst winter
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TH, APRIL 16, 1910
FUNDRAISING

RECREATION SPORTS GROUND

1% 'E‘D ANCE

Will be held 1 the BROUGHAM
STRIET HALL, on THURSDAY,
April 21, 1910, at 8.15.

Proceeds in aid of the Sports Ground.

Ladies 2s, Men 3s,
J. CLARKE,
Hon, See,
b137 !

TH, APRIL 27, 1910
CENTRAL SCHOOL POOL
ABANDONED

QUESTION OF BATIIS.

A deputation from the Central School
Commivtee, consisting of My, K. P. Cor-
kil {chairman), Hov, 8. 3, Oshorue, My,

Rudd, and.Mr. H. Dempsey (head-
mazter) wailod upon  the  Laranaki
cueation Board this morning with re-
ward to the question of baths for the
school.

Alr. Corkill said the deputation asked
for the practical sympathy and eo-op-
eration of the board i another of the
committee’s httle troubles, Yor years

past the committee had been anxious
to et a bathing-place for the pupils

of the scheol.  The New Plymouth pub-
liec Balt-water baths were so far away
that they were practically useless for

the ehildren of ihL school, The com-
mittee had endeavoured to construct
baths 1n Pukekura Park, the Park

Board having met the commiltee very

fairly.  The committee {ook the best
ndviee avatlable, raised meney, and
spent a goud deal on the work., Dut

a most extraordinary thing happened.
The spring that had been there ever
since settlement in Taranaki save out
lust year, and the waler ~11le1]. lett
was utterly insufficient, and the work
had to be abandoned.

TH, MAY 3, 1910
NEAR DROWNING

“I would earnestly call the atten-
tion of the board to the serious risks
parents take in nermitting little chil-
dren_to’ go alone into the park,” said
Mr. W. W. Smith in his monthly report
to the DPukekura Park Board last
mizht.  “On Saturday a little boy sail-
ing a toy ship fell into the upner lake
in five feet of water, and would prob-
ably have been drowned *except for a
entleman passing near, who helped
h.m out, This is the third ease of lit-
tle ohlldlon falling mto the lake within
the last six months.”” Tn a discuscion
which followed the reading of the re-
port it transpired that two life-helte
were kept in the shed, which, however,
was always locked up. It was con-
sidered unwise to leave them outside,
for they would only be hacked to piceos,
jnst as others liad been treated. The
shed could very casily bo burst open
in case of emerpency.



TH, MAY 3, 1910
PARK BOARD ANNUAL MEETING

The annmal meeting of the Pukelurn
Park Board was held at the Town Hall
last night. Present: Moesses, R, Cock
(i the chair), G, W. Govett, ¥, 1. Cor-
&ill, 1, Bellringor, W, L. Newman, R.
C. Hughes, 11, 1rord, G, Tisch, 8, Percy
Smith, K. H. Tribe (secretary), and W,
W. Smith (enrator).

ANNUAL REPPORT.

The chairman presented the following
report j—

As finance is the most important fac-
tor i the upkevp and improvement of
the parls, I propose to deal with this
fiest., At the comunoncement of the
yesr the bani overdratt was £83 155 2d
and the unpaid accounts amounted to
L£111 14s 10d, n total of £20010s. At the
close of the present year the bank over-
draft stood at £126 18s 11d, all out-
standing amounts being pawl,  Unfor-
tunntely for the boanrd the Dorough
Couneil during the past year was com-
pelled to reduce the subsidy from £2C0
to £130. It had been confidently ex-
peeted that the subsidy would never bo
reduced, and the hoard had embarked
on expenditure relying on this.  Dur-
ing the year the board foumd it neees-
sary to pgive their personal guaranteo
to the bank for an overdralt up to
£200, 1 think it is very hard that
members of tho board should e ealled
upan to give sueh o guarantes,  Tho
park helongs to the peaple ‘for their
enjoyment, aud they shonld ceme fr-
ward awd help the board [fnaneiaily.
It will be ncted that the donations
ameunt to £RO 19z Ad, including an
amount. of £50 from the Hon, O.
Sammel. It i¢ haped that daring the
coming year other eitizens will come
forward in a similar publi~ spirit and
assist the hoard to [urther beautily the
lull'k.

Fireworks Displaye.—1  advice tho
board to discontinue these, olwing to a
laree munher of people surreplitiously
gaining admission, and the gate re-
ceipts hefng go small.  There are sufii-
cient [ireworks en hond for a greod
final display on some snitable occasion,
During the year a nmnber of eitizens
were gosd enongh to hand te the board
n suin of €31 45, to provide work for
the nuemploved. © Goud work was done
by the men in gentrally eleaning up
some pertions of the park which the
board, owing to want of funds. could
not touch.  The total nmount of wawes
waid uler this head was £556 3s G,
There are rome 43 aeres in the park,
nud it is anite impessible for the cura-
tor andd his one assistant to do more
than Inok aftey the portion of the park
already laild ont,  There are o large
mumboer ef fine voung native trees
plantod in the variens dells. hut owing
to atraizhtened finanees it is ouite im-
possible to keep thece elear of under-
growllt or to put the yathwavs in or-
der.  The reeent very heavy pale did
a great deal of damnge to frees aund
shribs, necessitating extra labonr being
engaged to elear awny the wreckage.
It 1s n great pity the board eould not
be nssured of a further income of abeut
£200 per wanum, It would then bo
in a position to open un and lay out
other beanty spots which are at pre-
sent growing wikl.  During the year
the eurator, Mr., W. W, Smith, has dono
wood work in planting and artistically
laying out portions of the park, par-
ticularly at the Gilbert Strect entrance.
This is a very great improvement, and
the thanks of the board are due to
Mr, Smith for the attention and fore-
thought he has given to this, and also
far the keen inferest he takes in the

I EISEORY

park, 1 should Iikeé fo cmphasise the
{act thit the park belongs to the pde-
ple, and is admitted to he the best pub-
lio park in“the deminion!’ The Loard
collectively and individunlly taoke 2
Joen interest in' ‘the vark, and thoy
think 'the people Ehenld in every pos-
gible way give the boavd their aid amd
assictance.  The exnense of keening it
np mercases annually, while the re-
ceipts are stationary. No rent hes
Licen reeeived from the smorte gromund.
as was anticipated.  The thanks of
the bagard aro due to these gentlemen
whe hnve gossponsls alven donations,
ta the annual subseribers, and to the
ladiee snd gentlemen of the New' Ply-
month Deamatie Club.  Tn eonclnsion
T thank the members of the board, his
Warshin the Mayor, and Reroneh Conn-
¢il renresentatives and the press {ov
the help and assistance they have given
us.
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS.

Receipts.—Subsidy  New  Plymonth
Borough Council £150, donations: Hen,
0. Samuel £50, liquidator Tarenalki
IPreezming Compauy €19 18s Gd, Mr. C.
W. Govett £3, Jockey Club £2 9, Mr, J.
Lo £2 2s, My, W. T, Joll £1, Anony-
mous 16 9d—£80 19s 3d; annual sub-
coribors £28 Ts, rents £21 55, denations
for unemployed £36 18s, play “The
Macisteate’ €14 Gs—£51 4s; fireworlis
£51 185 7d, box in grounds £2 11s 8d,
Licenses fishing 20s, bont 10s—E€1 10s,
sundries: trees 7s. G6d, vefreshment
lwaths 10s, hire of lanterns £1—£1 17s
Gd.

Bxpenditure.—Bank overdraft, April
y 58 19!11‘.), £88 155 2d, wages £245 13s 6d,
casual £9 10s, unemployed £55 35 6d—
£311 13s; fireworks £36 10s 7d, adver-
tising add printing £21 1ls 6d, . P,
Corkill refund of ndvances £9 1bs 8d,
tools and repairs €14 ds 4d, rent £3
175 Gd, bird foed £11 0s 5d, timbor £4
Gs, law charges £6 b6s Gl, painting
sents £2 10s, sundries 1ds 4d, fire in-
surance 155 9d, sceident insurance £1
3s Gd, bank interest and charge £6 Os
s, engh in hand 75 1d,  The bank over-
draft at March 81, 1910, was £126 18s
11d.

The chairman moved the adoption
of the report and balance sheet.  He re-
ferredd to the improved finaneial pesi-
tion of the board brought about n a
very large measure by the generous do-
natiens of the Hon, 0. Samuel, Mr. C.
W. Govett, and others. The board
would require g mueh larger annual in-
come, liowever, to keep the grounds in
proper  order. Many of the paths
through the lush were Lecoming im-
passable, being overgrown. Ha spoke
in folivitous terms of the serviees of
Mr. Tribe, who performed the dutics of
secretary without remunerntion,

The Mavor sceonded,

Mr. (ovett considered the report was
a little too optimistic, Personally’ he
did not like that overdraft and had
made up his mind to canvass his friends
to see if he could not sceure o fow spe-
cial donations towards wiping it out.
Had it not been for the donation of
£50 from the Hon. O, Samuel the board
would have been in a particularly un-
fortunate position, -

The moticn was carried and it wag
decided to cirenlate copies of the bal-
anece sheet amonge subseribers.

TO IMPROVE 'I:IIE FINANCES.

A diseussion ensued ag to the urzent
necessity of formulating some means
for inereasing the revemie of the board,
and the chairman suggested that o
bazaar he leld, This should result iy
£100 being raizod.

. My, Tribe said he proposed organis-
mg o gipsy entertainmont, which he
thought would be very popular with
the publie. '

32

ELECTION OF CIHAIRMAN.
Mr. Cock exprosscd pleasure in pro-
posing that Mr, 8. Verey Smith be
olected E:Iz:}lrm::}; for the ensning year.
Ar. Bmith said he considerced it an
honour the board wished to confer

upon lhim, and regretted that Lo I
not accept the office. conld

Mr. Cock was then reclocted chair-
man, memboery speaking in terms of
praise of the excellent work done by
alr. Cock in that position, ‘

Hearty votes of thanks were accord-
ed the chairman and seeretary, the

;;1_::}:;;01 (M=, W, W, $mitl|}, and tho

TH, MAY 3, 1910
FIELD TRIP FOR NATIVE PLANTS

Mr., W. W. Smith (curator) reported
tu the Pukekura Lark Board lust night
that Lo proposed to plant native trees
and shrubs extensively in the park dur-
ing the winter months, I'ermisszion
had been obtained to visit Government
reserves, froin whieh to proeure shrubs.
AMr 8. Perey Smith's olier to assist 'n
this work was gratefully accepted by
the board. Mr. 8mith mentioned that
he had speeial Ministerial authority to
visit certain' Crown' reserves for the
purpose of securing specimen trecs.

EVENING POST, MAY 7, 1910
SMITH ON KIWI AND WEKA

Mr. W. W, Smilh writes :—"In sup-
plying some nofes on the habits of
kiwis in captivity, Mpr. A. Hansen states
that these birds, when disturbed, will
run against objécts placed in  their
way, and that their sight is very im-
perfect. After a leng scries of experi-
ments with kiwis in caplivity, (esting
their senses, especially sight and smell,
I am anble to state that kiwis' sight,
in certain conditions, is remarkably
good. To those who may have an op-
portunity of keeping kiwis in captivity,
I suggest that they should place one or
two' wekas m the same enclosure. These
two species of birds are inveterale ene-
mies. In the evening, when my kiwis
emerged from their dark recesses, they
almosl invariably attacked ihe wekas,
aud chased them vigorously about the
yard, seldom making any mistake or
showing signy of defective vision. In
the chase they were surprisingly accn-
vate in all thewr movements, and often
vaptured the wekas. The kiwis’ only
method of defence is their vigorous
lieking, which is very effective against
wekas, The latler greatly fear kiwis.
Certain colours are clearly seen by kiwis.
I have prepared un exlensive paper re-
cording details of experiments in test-
ing their ecolour vision. Mr. Hansen js
quite right in stating that they will
run apgainst certain objeets placed in
their way."

TDN, MAY 11, 1910
FISH PONDS AND HATCHERY

Piscienlture—The balance of the nsh
in the ponds af Pukekura Park swere,
during the months of May, July, and
August. liberated in the rivers at
Oakura (1500); Warea (223); Kapoaia-a
ab  Pungarebu (220); (Okahu at Ra-
hotu (230); and Waiaua at Opunake
(635); on the Coast, and the Waiwakai-
ho (1240); [Kaiauai (1100); and the
Mangamawhete (1250) inland; t_he wno!g



of the fish being splendid specimens of
both brown and rainbow trout and total-
ing xome G400 fish, and better fish Mr.
MeAllum states he never handled,

Acting on the suggestion made at the
last annual meeting, your council. after
making arvangements with the Puke-
kura Park Board, built four new ponds
for vearing the fry, and supplied the
water to them from the race by means
of a Hume supported on trestles giving
a fall of from 7 to 8 feet into each tank.
As soon as these alterations and adai-
tions had lLeen complefed some 40,000
brown and rainbow trout fry were
plaged in the ponds, and for the first
time sinee the Society started these
ponds for rearing, the young fry did not
turn out ab all satisfactory. The phe-
nomenally hot and muggy weather which
the whole distriet experienced militated
ngainst the fish thriving. The continued
dry weather eaused the water to foul
in a remarkable manner, and the result
wag disastrous to the young fish, muny
thousanids of ‘which died before they
could he placed in the Waiwaikaiho
river,

Your council have taken the mmti
steps for the building of a fish hatchery
and hayve obtained a plan and prices
from Mr., I, Messenger, who was assist
ed by Mr. Wigas, and the thanks of the
Qaeiety are due to these gentlemen for
their services, The cost of establishing
the hatchery is more than your counci
consider it advisable for the Society te
undertake at present, but as soon as
funds will justify the expenditure it wil
le'put in hand. The mortality amnong
the young fish has raised a doubt as tc
whether the water from the Pukeknrs
Park lake is alfogether snitable for om
purpose.  An analysis of the water
taken at the time of the storm at the
end of Mareh, is being made and, i
necessary, the “incoming Council wil
have to deal with the question of an
other somrce.of water supply.

Opossums.—HReports about these valu-
able animals show they are continuing
to inerease steadily, and should i the
neqr future prove a souree of income to
settlers.

TDN, MAY 21, 1910
KING'S FUNERAL

NEW DPLYMOUTH IN MOURNING.
AN IMPRESSIVE SERVICE,

Yesterday was observed as a close
haliday in New Plymonth, Irom noon
ithe honr-bell on the Post Office tower
tolled ai intervals, as did the bells at
St. Mary’s Chureh and the Roman Cath-
olie Church, ‘From 1230 pm. to 130
pan. the Central Station firebell tolled
at_intervals,

There was a large gathering of fhe
publie, including many from  ountside
centres, to walch the marshalling ol
the troops and the procession to the
Recreation Groumds, where a meost im-
pressive memorial serviee was held,

The procession moved off, headed "y
the Tarnaki Garrison  pand, ander
Bandmaster Cummings, playing *“The
Dead March in Saul”  Then followed
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about forty of his aajesty's veterans,
under Colonel Ellis, V.D., vice-president
of the Taranaki branch of the Veterans'
Association,  The headquarters com-
panies of Territorials, 4t Wellington
Battalion, marched under Major Malone,
the stafl officers on parade being Cap-
tain and Adjutant Bellringer, Capiamn-
{Quartermaster ¥, Okey, Sergeant-Major
Armitage, and Stafl-Sergeant-Major >an-
derson. The Ritles paraded under Cap-
tain W. H. Fleteher, Licutenants Willis
and Marett, and the Guayds under Cap-
tain Mills and Lieutenant Boon. There
was o large pardde of junior endets and
Boy Scouts from the Central, West End
and Fitzroy schools,  Major Sandford,
V.D., was in charge, and his stafl’ com-
prise¢ Captain and Aaputant Johnston,
Captain-Quartermaster DBary, and Ser-
geant-Major Hamvey. Company officers
were Captaing Mellroy and  Bocock,
Lieutenants Day, Sullivan, Evetts and
Maeckay,  Then came the New Ply-
mouth Fire Urigade, under Superintend-
ent I, Bellringer, and the Fitzroy Five
Brigade, under Captain Griffiths,  Licu-
tenant-Colonei  Okey, V.D., marshalled
the procession, and on arrival at the
Recreation Sports Ground arranged the
troops around the platiorm erected n
iront'of the main tertiee, The veterans
were formed on the left of the square,
the Territorials at the base, the cadets
and fire brigades on the right, and the
Garrison Band in front of the platform,
Tne Band played “The Garland of
Flowers” as the representatives of tne
loeal elergy and his Worship the Mayor
took the platform. There were present
—the Rev. 8, 8, Osborne, of St. Andrew s
Presbyterian Chureh; Rev. Jolin Nixon
and Rev, Sharp, Primitive Methodiet
Chure¢h; Revs, Caunell, J. G. Chapman
and F, P, Kellow, Methodist Churen;
Rev, W, Drew and Rev. John Laivd, Bap-
tist Chureh; and Ensign Wellington, Sal-
vation Army. The order of service had
heen anranged by the Ministers' Assocl-
ation abt the request of his Worship the
Mayor. The Rev. Wm, Cannell presided.

The singing wis led by an united
¢hoir, condueted by Mr, GG, H. White, ana
the Garrison Band plaved the several
hymns,  The great gathering, number-
ing several thousands, having sung the
hymm, “Our God, our help in ages vast,”
the Rev. Cannell pronounced a portion
of the burial service. The Rev. John
Nixon read Psalm 90, and the Rev. J, &,
Chapman led in prayer. Ensign Wel-
lington gave out the next hymn, “Days
and moments quickly flying,” which was
followed by the Rev. Jolm Laird's read-
ing from the Seripture in 1. Corinthians,
15, "Nearer, my God to Thee,” was the
nestt hymn, the Rev. I P. Kellow an-
nouncing it.  The memorial address was
entrusted to the Rev. 8. S. Oshorne,
amd he based an eloquent and fovceful
utterance upon the words, “Weep with
them that weep.”
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TH, JUNE 7, 1910
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly mecting of the Puke-
kura Park BDonrd was held at the Town
Hall last night, Mr. R. Cock presiding.
There were alzo present: Messrs, €.
W. Govett, W, I.. Newman. F. C.
Bellringer, R. C. Hughes, G, Tisch, H.
Ford, and ¥, H. Trile (sccretary).
A letier wes received from  Moessts.
.. Tittle; H, J. M, Mills, T. C.
Selmackenbere, 8, T, Mark, 1", Tribe,
snd K. Webster, stating that “‘a move-
ment was on foot to form a tenms
eluly in Vogeltown, and the promoters
nre very desirous of utilising a portion
of the Pnark fronting the Carrington
Road, and adjeining the Vogeltown en-
trance—Iyving  between the entrance
and the carctaker’s cottuge. At pre-
sent tho picce of ground is hardly used
and it is the very place for such a
purpose as we propose. We are asked
to aseertain w!lmt-ller vour board will
grant us a lease of this ground at a
nominal rate. If so we are prepared to
call a meeting forthwith, have the
elub formed, and the courts prepared
for next seasen's play. It is hardly
necessary for us to point out that the
laying out of courts and the subsequent
care of them will greatly enhance the
appearance and usefuliess of this por-
tion of the Park.” The beard viewed
the proposal favourably and on the
motion of Mr. Bellringer and Mr.
Tiseh it was decided that the chairman,
Messrs. Govott, Newman, and secre-
tary he a committee to arrange matters
with the promoctrs and report to the
board. Mr. 8, Perey Smith was ap-
pointed overscer for the month

TH, JUNE 7, 1910
DONATIONS

Mr. W. W. Smnith, curator of Puke-
kura Park, reported 1o the heard lust
nizht that le had received gifts pf hulbs
from Mr. Drew, plants from Miss Dev-
enish, bulbs and plants from  Mr,
Govett, bualbs and plants from My,
Stanley (per Mr, B f’. Corlkill), plants
from Mr. Drooks and Mr. Mace, and
some native plants from noknown don-
ors, nlso a ifine white Muscovy duck
from Mr. Thorpson,

TDN, JUNE 16, 1910
TENNIS CLUB APPLICATION

APPLICATION GRANTED BY PARK
BOARD.

A special meeting of the Pukekura
Park Board was held yesterday after-
noon for the purpose of considering the
application by the promoters of a tennis
and evoquet chub for a lease of portion
of the park near Vooeliown, Tn the ah-
semee of Mr. B Cock, My, R (4 Hughes
was voted to the ehair.  Other members
present were Messvs, €0 W, Govett, G,
Tiseh, T €. .1 ]31‘”1‘1“;_101'. A B Watlkins,
and 1, H. Tribe (seeretary). The appli-
eation was for a seven vears' lease with
right of renewal for a further term. The
letter set out, inter alia, that the elub
asked for enough ground for four tennis
courts and a croquet lawn; that the pub-
lie be admitted to the elul's euelosure,
but that the courts he entirelv under
the control of the elub; that none of the
present footpaths or gateways would be
obstructed. The Board decided to grant



o lease of about an aere of ground, as
pegged out, for seven years, for the fivst
two years at o shilling a year, the third
year £4 a year, and ¢ Yemaining four
years £3, payable hali-yearly in ad
vance, upon the following conditions:
That the club pay the Board for cus-
fodian's time occupied in supervising re-
planting, ete.; that the land be fenced
oft Iy the elub and at Jeast two gates
provided; that the land be cleared of
fern. weeds, and rubbish, and tennis and
croquet courts Jaid down at the earliest
possible date; that the elub have a
notice-board painted stating that the
public are to have free access at all times
during the daytime, but such notice may
contain provisions protecting.the courts
from trespass; that mo charge be made
for admission except on the oceasion of
some tournament of move than local in-
terest, and then only with the consent
of the Board; no planting, felling, ete.,
to Dhe done without the Board's ap-
proval; and the usual clanses compelling
the elub to care for the property; that
the rules of the club contain an express
provision that anv person blackballed or
refused membership to the club shall
have a rvicht of appeal to the Board,
whoze decision shall be final; that any
provisions in the rules which in the opin-
ion of the Board are inconsistent with
the rights of the public or the terms of
the lease <hall he altered to meet the
approval of the Board, on penalty of fer-
mination of the lease; that there shall
be three trustees of the club; that the
road frontnge be cleaved and kept clear
of weeds; and that if at the end of five
vears the Board is of opinion that the
terms of the lease have been adfered to,
the Board may grant a lease for a fur-
ther term of seven vears,

The terms are understood to be satis-
factory to the promoters, and the forma-
tion of the elub will he gone, on with,
There is already a fairly large promised
membership, owing, probably, to the very
convenient situation of the club's pro-
nosed eonrts,

A committee will meet a lawn expert
an the ground in the course of a few
davs, with a view of obtaining an esh-
mate of the cost of laying down the
necessary courts,

TDN, JUNE 25, 1910
TENNIS CLUB TENDER

Tenders are invited for laying downm
four tennis lawns aad a croquet lawn
in Pukekura Park for the proposed ten-
nis and croquet club.

A meeting of intending members of
the lawn tennis and croquet club, with
its courts in Pukekura Park, is called
for Thursday evening next in the Town

Hall.

TDN, JULY 1, 1910
TENNIS CLUB LAUNCH

SUCCESSFUL INAUGURATION.

There was a splendid response last
night to the announcement of & publie
meeting for the purpose of forming a
lawn tennis and croquet club to utilise
that portion of the Recreation Grounds
offered by the Pukekura Park Board for
the purpose. About seventy ladies and
gentlemen filled the Council Chambers
at the hour fixed, and a start was made
promptly to time, not ‘a customary pru-
ceeding in meetings of this nature. The
Mayor presided, and in opening the pro-
ceedings, said’ this movement was one
which had his very hearty support, as
tending to encourage healthy ‘outdoor
recreation, beautify the town, improve
& neglected portion of our benutiful
park, and make New Plymouth a still
more desirable place of residence.

The report of the provisional com-
mittee set out the terms upon which the
necessary land could be leased from the
Pukekura Park Board, and stated that
an effort would be made tc modify the
conditions by deleting the clause which
compelled the club to clear away the

orse and blackberry now growing thick-
y on the Carrington road fronting: the
property, and obviating the necessity for
placing notice-boards which , practieally
invited the public-to enter the enclosure,
Tenders had been received for the work
of preparing five grass courts for grass-
ing and would ‘be dealt with by the
incoming commictee, A rough estimate
of receipts and expenditure for the first
year was submitted gs follows:—Expen-
diture:. Cost of laying courts, £80;
fencing, £37; building, £20; caretaker,
£30; plant, £10; and sundry ‘expenses,

£10; total,. £105. Receipts: Member-,

ship sixty ladies and sixty gentlemen
members, £135; leaving an estimated
deficit off £00 on the first year's work-
ing, This amount might be raised by
members taking up £1 dcebentures beai-
ing interest at, say, 5 per cent., redeem-
able as funds accumulate, and to be
balloted for at each annual meeting.
Except in unforeseen eircumatances, ex-
penditure after the first year should be
very light, the caretaker’s.salary being
the biggest item. With expenses kept
down to a minimum, and some assist-
ance by way of, say, socials, the club
should soon clear itself of all indebted-
ness to the debenture-holders.

The chairman said it was very evident
that the committee had been very much
alive, ;

Upon the motion of Messrs. Schnacken-
berg and Rudd, those present formed
themselves into a club, and on the mo-
tion of Mesars, F. C. Tribe and Mark
it was named the Park Lawn Tennis
and Croquet Club.

Officers were elected:—President, Mr,
R. Cock; vice-presidents, Messrs, G.
Tisch, T. C. Sechnackenberg, and M.
Rudd; trustees, the Vice-presidents; gen-
eral committee, Messrs. I, W. Sandford,
F. C. Tribe, T. C. List, H. J. Wells, and
8. L. Mark; Indies’ committee, Mes-
dames R. Cock, Dowling, F. C. Tribe,
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T. C. Schnackenberg, and Misses E.
Smith, T. Okev, and Hammond; trea-
surer, Mr. A. T. Moore; auditor, Mr. .J,
W./ Taiint; . secretary, Mr. 1. J. Staples,

Membership fees were fixed at 35s
for men and 20s for ladies, reducible to
30s and 15s respectively for payment
before August 31st of this year. Amend-
ments for the purpose of fixing a lower
rate for junior members were defented,

It was decided to register the club and
to affiliate with the Lawn Tennis Asso-
eiation.

The ladies’ committee was empowered
to select club colors, and the committee
will submit draft rules to a future meet-
ing.

Some discussion took place regarding
the financing of the. club, and the com-
mittee will make a recommendation to
the next general meeting. )

The secretary announced that 54 men
ind 48 lady members had joined the
lub, and that eeveral more had prac-
sieally promised to join.

Mr, Tiséh was aceorded a hearty vote
»f thanks for presiding and-for his pro-
nise of support.

At a subsequent meeting of the com-
sined committees the tender of A, J.
“ole was accepted for preparing the
awns, and the seeretary was instrueted
obobtain estimates of cost of fencing.

TH, JULY 4, 1910
SMITH ADVERT FOR KIWI

I IWIS, — Wanted to Purchase: A

number of Living Kiwis, both
voung and old.—W. W. Smith, Pulke-
kura Park, New Plymauth. cb4d

TH, JULY 5, 1910
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The rvegular monthly meeting of the
Pukekura, Park Board was lield last
night, when there were present: Messrs.
R. Cock (chairman), A, E. Watkins, W,
L. Newvman, R. C. Hughes, (3. Tisch,
Harris Ford, F. €\ J. Bellvingzer, W. W,
Smith (curator), and E. H. Tribe (scers
tarv).

Apologies for absence were yreceived
from Messrs. C. W. Govett, 8. Percy-
Smith, and ¥. P. Corkill. ’

The Board passed a resolution approv-
ing of the loeal Bill being promoted by
the New Plymouth Borough Council to
obtain leasing powers over the muni-
cipal reserves on the east’ side of the
Avenue road near the High School,

A letter was read from the Park
Tennis and Croquet Club asking the de-
letion from the terms of the proposed
lease of certain clauses which it was
thought would prove inconvenient,

The chairman said it would be quite
anfair to ask the club to incur the ex-
penditure of elearing. away the gorse and
blackberry on the Carrington road front.
age to the grounds. Nor was it fair or
wise to have these notice-boards erected
imviting the public to enter on the tennis
courts promiscuously, He considered the
Board should dispense with the provi-
sions for the notice-boards and should
clean up this frontage, after which the
club would keep it in order,

Mr. Tribe said Mr. Govett had inti-
mated to him that he was strongly in
favor of retaining both elauses, particu-
larly with regard to the notice-boards,
which were usual in English and Aus-
tralian parks.



Mr. R. C. Hughes said he was glad that
the trastees of the club had accepted the
main terms of the suggested license, and
differed on what were after all minor
matters, He considered it a good thing
for the Board that ladies and gentlemen
should eombine in this way to take up
the waste spaces in the park and bean-
tify them for the benefit of the com-
munity, and also relieve the Board of the
expense of a work which they were
guite unable to carry out owing to lack
of funds. -

The chairman expressed the hope that
other people would combine and take
over other suitable portions of the park
for playing grounds, He instanced a
pretty little piece of the grounds near
the late Mrs, Carnell’s property, near
the racecourse property.

The Board, without dissent, carried a
resolution deleting the provision for the
notice-boards, and the club was given
authority to make provisions to proteet
the club from trespass,

It was decided -that the Board take
steps to have the road frontage cleared
of weeds,

The curator, Mr. W. . Smith, report-
ed that during the month the prineipal
work had been cleaning walks, digging
and finishing the planting of the large
beds at the new entrance, and cleaning
gorse and mimosa ‘around the waterfall,
Ashes had been put on the move slippery
parts of the paths, They were now at
work on the slope clearing away the
gorse and grass preparatery to digging
for planting azaleas and camellias . in
groups. '

The seeretary announced that the bank
everdraft stood at £144.

TH, JULY 26 1910
WORK ON TENNIS COURTS STARTED

A meeting of the general committee
of the Park Lawn Tennis and Croquet
Club was held last night. Draft rules
based on the rules of the New Plymouth
Club were adopted, and will be sub-
mitted for confirmation to a general
meeting of members to be held at an
carly date. The secretary reported
that the contractor for laying down
the courts, Mr. A..J. Cole, had com-
menced the work, It was also reported
that the membership was steadily in-
creasing.  Members will be cireularised
asking for payment of their subscrip-
tions in order that the club will be
in a position to meet its-engagements
at the completion of the contract and
to provide for necessary f;mcmg, ete.

TDN, JULY 5, 1910
CURATOR'S REPORT

In the course of his monthly report to
the Pukekura Park Board, Mr. W, W.
Smith, the curator, wrote: “During the
month T received plants from Mr. untt_.
Mr. Brooks, and Miss Devenish, and two
packages of native trees and shrubs, with
packets of native tree seeds, from the
three hrothers Raby, of Rerekapa. These
voung men have given much time and
work to procuring the fine young. plants
which they brought by coach and ou
horseback free of cost to the park. 1
would here remark that, like the
brothers Raby, all young men working
in the native bush have exceptioral op-
portunities for obtaining young native
plants and seeds. As we réquire some
thousands of young trees and shrubs for
planting in the park at the present fime,
1 may be permitted to request those who
have sucl opportunities to send us such
for the improvement and beautification
of the park.” A vote of appreciation was
passed, and will be forwarded to the vari-
ous donors, A message was received
frpm Mr. 8. Rercy-Smith that he had
instructed Mr, R. W. Davies to obtain a
collection of native shrubs during his trip
to Raglan and Hokianga, which trees Mr.
Smith intended presenting to the park,
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TH, AUGUST 2, 1910
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The usual monthly meeting of the
Pulkelkura Park Board was held last
night, There were present: Messrs,
1. Coele (presiding), C. W. Govett, (.
Tiseh, . P, Corkill, 8. Perey Smith,
Harris Tord, R, Q. Hughes, W, L,
Newman, I", O. Belleinger and 1. §.
Tribe (sceretary),

TUE “PARK" CLUB TENNIS

CorRIs. |

Before the minutes of the previous
weoting bad  been eonfirmed,  Mosses.
Goveit, and Corkill protested against
the deletion of the elause providing for
the ercction of notiee boards at the
entraners of the Park Tennis Club's
courts in the grounds. Mr. Govett
saidd that a course adopted in all the
parks in London and in Sydney shonld
certainly  be  followed in Now Ply-
maouth.

The Chairman gaid the memboers pre-
sont at the previous meeting, inelud-
ing himsolf, hiad considered the boards
unneeessary, as the 1]('(!1)'0 kuew the
park was a publie place, but it was
unnceessary to specially invite the pub-
lic to claim tho courts as their own.

Mr. Corkill asked “the term of the
leaso. . W

The Chairman: IFor ever, 1 hope.

The Seeretary cxplained that theve
was o be a seven years’ lease, renow-
able under cortain conditions.

NOXIOUS WEEDS.

Mr. Tribo raised the question of nox-
ious weeds, and said he ‘had hoped to
have before the board a tender for grub-
bing the porse and  blackberry in the
old Carrington Read, but it had not
come to hand. - s

Mr, Perey Smith said he had been
horrvified to find to what extent the
boundary of the park had beeoma over-
run with gorse,  There was a belt of
several ehains of furze there, some yards
witde, besides patehes of furze right
along the road frontage. I, was a
matter of urgeney to have this eradi-
cated, for there would be great danger
to the grounds in case of fire,

Mr. Corkill questioned if the board
could be compelled to undertako this
work.,  Tle did not think the elavse in
the Noxions Weeds Act, which im-
posed on properiy-owners the neeessity
for keeping the road boundaries ecloar
for half the width of the road, applied
to boroushs, . .

'The mombers were not elear on the
point. and deeided not to undertake the
work until the legal position had been
aseertained.

Mr. S. Perey. Smith reported that
gorse was spreading in the "grounds,
and urged that b should be attended
to. ‘
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The Chairman remarked that whero
the path led from the racceourse path
along to the back of the terraces, there
was one of tho finest views in the
grounds, overlooking a plantation of
tree ferns.  That palh was swow com-
pletely blocked by gorse.

FINANCE. :

reported  that  the
board's overdraft al the bank stood
at £142 155 5d, At this time last
yvear it steod al £156 2s &d.

The board diseussed yartous projects
for raising funds, and eventually the
chairman and Messrs, 8. Perey bSmith,
Tiseh, Govett and the secrotary were
appointed a committee to report upon
the best means to adopt.

Mr. Corkill was empowered to pro-
cure a supply of rockets, and add them
to the board’s stock, with a view of
Lolding o couple of fireworks displays
as soon as weather conditions are fav-
anurable.

The Chairman

TH, AUGUST 8, 1910
SPORTS GROUND FUNDRAISING

The Reoreation Sports Ground Com-
mittee bave decided to make a move m
the right direction in order to enhanco
{he value of their ground both in the
oyes of footballers and cricketers and
the enthusiastic followers of these popu-
Jar pastimes. However, this very neces-
sary work cannot be achieved without
some support from those who will benefit
thereby, The management of the Bio-

raph Pictures have kindly offered an
oxhibition of a few star films, and theso
in cunjunctiou with the l)crfm‘l‘l}:lllce o
the screamingly funny comedy ‘‘Browne
with an ‘B, will provide an e:wc.r:ollent
entertainment to he held in the rllleatm
Tloyal on Thursday, August 25, The
cast of characters n the comed  has
boen altered somewhat, and even tht_:gilfla
who may have seen the 1)151"\'.1?01.0!"53 \-uf
passibly enioy the new mt?r}.notati?n_o
the changed characters, This entertain-
ment calls for support from all 113\11111;
o vital interest in the Sports qrfllult',
and o bumper house will aabu.e_ai
marked improvement in our beautifu

playing ground.

TH, AUGUST 9, 1910
SPORTS GROUND—HOCKEY GAME

CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL,

NEW PLYMOUTH V. HAWERA.

On Thursdany next, at the Recreation
Sports Ground, the New Plymouth
public will be given the enportunity of
witnessing a gootd exposition of the
Winter stick game, in the final for the
Taranaki Hockey Championship he-
tween New Plymouth and Hawera, the
winning teams in their respective di-
visions, Both teams, it is reported,
are confident of success, and with the
importance of the issue a keen tussle
for provineial honours should result.
The final last season was fought out
betwoen tha same eclubs at Hawera,
when Howera won by three poals to
two, This year, however, the locals
have hopes of turning the tables and
bringing the championship and the
Cla_r%“ Shield to North Taranaki. If
the present weather lholds out the
Sports Ground will be in “‘howling-
green’’ order, making for a fast, apen
game. Sixpenny admission tickeis
are now heing distributed, and aro
meeting with a ready sale.



TH, AUGUST 30, 1910
TENNIS CLUB PROGRESS

A meeting of the Park Lawn Tennis
‘and Croquet Club committee was held
last evening, Mr. M. Rudd presiding,
A progress payment of £356 was autg-
orised to be paid to the contractor for
laying the courts, who was reperted to
be making an excellent job. The com-
mittee decided to place the order for
grass seed with Mr. W. Rowe, and the
secretary was authorised to arrange for
the sowing. It was decided to apply
to the Borough Council for a connection
with the water mains, and to a
for enclosing the courts with a high
fence of wire netting. The committee
decided to make .n systematic
‘canvass of members for subscriptions in
order to meet the current heavy liabfli-
ties. A working bee was arranged for
six o'clock this morning for hedge-
planting operations, and it was decided
to invite members tp assist in various
works requiring attention on the
grounds. The committee desire to em-
phasise that the courts are bei
ready for play as early as possible in
this season, and that members’ fees
need to be paid promptly in order that
work may go on without cessation.
Pencing, sowing, and fertilisers, to-
gether with the completion of the
earthworks, will absorb every penny of
the club’s revenue this season, if not
more,

TDN, SEPTEMBER 6, 1910
LETTER FROM W.C.T.U.

The Pukekura Park Board reccived a
letter from Miss N. Lewis, secretary of
the New Plymouth braneh of ~the
W.CT.U.,, enclosing a copy 'of the fol-
lowing resolution of the branch: That
the Pukekura Park Board be requested
to have inserted in the lease to the Park
Tennis Club a clause forbidding Sunday
play on the courts. Mr. Corkill consid-
ered it a piece of impertinence for the
Union to send such a letter to the Board.
Withont saying more, he would move

that the Jetter be received. Mr. 8.
Perey-Smith said he leld a similar

opinion, and seconded the motion, which
was carried.

Several tenders were received for
grubbiug the lurze lrom the whole of
the board's lrontage along the Car-
rington Road. That of Mr. C. Kdge-
combe at £6 was accepted, the work
to be done to the satisfuction of the
curator.

“PIECE OF IMPERTINENCE.”

Mrs, N. Lewis, seeretary of the New
Plymouth branch of the W.C.T.U., for-
warded copy of a resolution passed at
a moeting of the union. This read as
follows: ““That the Pukekura Park
Board be requested to have inserted
in the lease to the Park Tennis Club
a clause forbidding Sunday play on the
courts.”

Mr, Corkill considered it ‘a picee of
impertinence for ‘these ladies to send
a letter of this deseription to the board,
but without saying anything more he
would just move that it be received.

Mr. S. Percy Smith scconded, his
apinion being similar to that of the
mover.

The motion was earried.

CURATOR'S REPORT.

Mr. Smith, curator, reported that
since last meoting ho had recaived
plants from Mr, Govett, other plants
irom two private gentlemen, and a
white Muscovy drake by exchange for
young, wekas from a Wellington gentle-
man. ' He had also ohtaincﬁ some new
plants by exchange during the month.

FINANCIAL,

The Treasurer reported a balanco of
£142 13s 11d. "

The board discussed various schemes
for raising funds, and eventually it was
decided to approach the Sports Ground
Committee with a view to holding a
funetion.

TH, SEPTEMBER 6, 1910
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

MONTHLY MEETING.

The usual monthly meecting of the
Pukekura Paric Board was hewl at the
‘Town Hall last night, Mr. R. Cock pre-
viding, There were also present: Messis.
W. L. Newman, 8. Perey Smith, F. 12
Corkill, H. Ford, G. 'Lisch, &, C. Bell-
ringer, C. W. Govett, B. U. Hughes,
1. T'ribe (gecretary), and W. W. Smith
(curator).

FURZE BRAKES.

The Seccretary reported {hat, acting
on jnstructions from the chairman, he
had obtained from the board’s solicitor
an opimion with reference to the board’s
liabitity to clear the gorse trom the
Carrington Rtoad {rontage within the
borough boundary. He was of cpinion
wiat under tho Act ol 1908 the board

was lable. ]
[AP.cron
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TDN, SEPTEMBER 10, 1910
BETTER VOGELTOWN ENTRANCE
WANTED

Mr. E. H. Tribe, secretary of the
Tukekura Park Board, is anxious to see
a more decent entrance provided to the
park leading out of Shortland street,
Vogeltown. The Vogeltown path is very
largely used by Vogeltown people as a
regular thoroughfare, for it shortens
and improves the daily walk to busi-
ness. This being so, Mr. Tribe thinks
they would probably subseribe to a funa
for providing a peir of handsome en-
trance pates and for the earthwork re-
quired to widen and improve the pre-
sent marrow and hollowed-out track.
Mr. R. Cock, the chairman of the Board,
ig interesting himself in the matter
also, and has promised a donation 01
two gmineas, as well as to assist in
organising funetions with a view o1
“raising the wind” ;

TDN, SEPTEMBER 10, 1910
TENNIS COURT PROGRESS

Mr. Cole put the “finishing touches”
on four of the Park Clul's tennis conrts
vesterday afternoom, and the fifth will
be out of his hands in a day or so. The
ground is now being dressed with lime,
and bonedust will be spread in a day
or two. These fertilisers will be given
fully a week to sweeten the soil before
the grass seed is sown. Seed and fer-
tiliser will be liberally used, to ensure
good results and play as early as pos-
sible.
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TH,NOVEMBER 9, 1910
SWANS ARRIVE FROM WELLINGTON

Two black swans arrived by train yes
terday from the Wel"izton Aeclimati-
sation Society and were placed on the
lake in Pukelkura Park, Attemnts to
breed swans in the park have hitherto
proved futile owing to disturbance of
the swans on the nest by boys or other
mischievous persons,

TDN, NOVEMBER 23, 1910
TENNIS COURT PROGRESS

A meeting of the Park Lawn Tennis
and Croquet Club’s committee was held
vesterday. A report was received that
the rain and warm weather recently haa
been of great benefit to the grounds,
and it was safe to say that the membera
would be able to play on the courts in
the present year, as promised, all state-
ments to the contrary notwithstanding.
There were six applications for the po-
sition of groundsman or caretaker, ana
Mr. G. Lynch, who was the contractor
for the formation of the West End
bowling greens, received the appoint-
ment.

TDN, NOVEMBER 23, 1910

BALLOONING BETRACGRDINARY.

Quraron A _THA BALLOON
N CARINIVAT,

SPORTS GUROUND, New Plymouth.
TO-MORROW! TO-VMIORROW !
THURSDAY AFTERNOON, Nov. 24.

By Special i
BLEBE BALLOON
The Waorld's Maost
Aeronnauts.
“Hing Bdward VIR and ‘‘President
Roosevelt,” the largest hot-air balloons
on eartl:.
BALLOON ASCENT AND
PARACHUTE DESCENT.

Arrancement with the
COMPANY,
Sensational

GLRAND
IFOLDED

Thoe monster balloon will be inflated
from a speeially constructed furnaco in
full view of patrons, and is the most
cxeiting and intensely interesting reat-
ure of the performmance,

Admission—Adults 1s, or FREE on
presenbation at wates of an empty 11k
Suratura D" Tea Packet.  Children
wndder 12, Gd er Jb Buratura DV
Packet. Gates epen at 2 pon. f152

THE “SURATU]%A » TEA
BALLOON CARNIVAL

at
NEW PLYMOUTH,

or
THURSDAY, 24th NOVEMBER.

You neced to be right on the
ground. Then you can witness
the inflation and really see

The Great Balloon Ascent

The Public are
NOT CHARGED FCR ADMISSION

provided they present at the gate an

empty package, with label intact,

which has previcusly contained
“D" QUALITY

SURATURA TEA.

For Adults :: Empty 11h “D " Pkt.

For Children, Empty 31b ¥ D™ Plt,

REMEMBER SURATURA “D*
Then you get in free,



TDN, NOVEMBER 24, 1910
BALLOON ASUENT TO-DAY.

Gireat interest is being evinced in the
ballooning exhibition to be given on the
Sports Ground this afternoon by the
Beebe Balloon Comqany. The spectators
on the ground will be afforded every op-
portunity of witnessing all the extreme-
ly interesting details in connection with
the ascent and descent.. The beantifully
designed and gaily colored parachute
will e exhibited and tested by the ex-
perts. The inflation of the huge bal-
loon will' be carried out in full view of
those within the ground, and should
prove both interesting and instruetice.
Whilst, the balloon is being held down
by a large body of attendants, the para-
chute will be folded and affixed to the
fork ropes, and as each detail is being
carrout out Mr, Beebe will explain its ob-
ject to those present. Immediately af-
ter landing, the aeronaut, Mr. Sebphe,
will make his reappearance in the arena,
and full details as to the flicht and
height reached, as registered by the
aneroid, will be made public. Admissio
is one shilling for adults, and 6d for
children; but free entry may be had
upon presentation at the gates of an
empty 11b. Suratura “D” tea packet,

TDN, NOVEMBER 25, 1910

“UP IN A BALLOON.”
AXD PARACHUTING,

Sebphe, the aerenavt, made a very
suceessiul balloon ascent from the Re-
creation Grounds yesterday afternoon,
It was only one of many during an ex-
perience of fourteen years spent in all
parts of the world, but all of them were
not so sueeessinl as yesterday's perform-
anee.  His latest aseent attended with
extra dangerous eircumstances, said Seb-
phe on being seen by a News represen-
tative, oceurred at Perth Jast  April.
“You mnoticed those white patehes on
the ballon, dide't you? he said. “Well,
she ‘was on fire in those places as she
rose; and at 500 feet wp 1 reckoned it
wils time to go home. 1 was only 80 feet
from Mother Karth when the parachute
opencd properly,” In spite of anything
and everything risky, Sebphe likes the ex-
hilarating game,

The inert mass of texture, as it lay
on the ground in the open space at the
sheds in the Recreation Ground was the
antithesis of « Dalloon, but like the five
or six lundred people who had gathered
on the ferraces, it wakened up when the
five was lighted and the inflation began,
Soon, like a living thing, the balloon
was stiaining at the aopes, and at a
preconcerted signal—a  pistol-shot—all
hands Tet go, and up she rose, dragging
with her a slim little human in red
tights, the central figure of the show—
Schphe, the aeromaut.  Up, up, up,
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soared the balloon, until the red fizure
was but a speck in the air, nt the sound
of the people's cheers reaclied him, and
he waved his hand in recognition of the
applause.  On the aneroid registeving
4400 feet, Sebphe cut away, and the
parachute unfolding itself in the descent
Mother Earth was safely reached at the
Racecourse grounds, and the ballogn,
having turned turtle and emptied itself
in the air, slid down ignominiously in the
immediate vieinity. The whole proceed-
ing was a complete success, and, on re-
turning to the grounds, Sebphe was ac-
corded a salvo of applause.

TDN, DECEMBER 6, 1910
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The usual monthly meeting of the
Board was held in the Borough Cham-
bers last evening. Present: Messrs, R.
Cock (chairman), €. W. Govett, 8,
Perey-Smith, W. L. Newman, R. C.
Hughes, Harris Ford, A. E. Watkins, and
the secretary (Mr. E, H. Tribe) and cu-
rator (Mr. W. W. Smith).

The curator, in his monthly report,
stated that Mr. S. Percy-Smith had do-
nated to the Board a valuable collection
of native plants of 15 different varieties
(216 plants in all), some of which were
new fo the Park.
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" The following resolution was passed:
“That in order to emable the Sports
Ground Committee to pay their liabilities
and, in particular, to pay the rent now
due to the Board, the Board sane:
tions the use by the Sports Grouud
Committee of the whole of the grounds
during parts of a period of six days for
the purpose of holding shows, ete,, it be-
ing understood that the Sports Ground
Cammittee are responsible to the Board
for the proper use of the privileges
granted, and that if any profits are made
that the claim of the Board is to be a
first ¢charge on the same, and that the
* Resolved, that the thanks of the Board
be given to Mr. 8. PercySmith for his
valuable donation of native shrubs.

The Toard discussed the question of
improving the small swampy picce of
land near the drinking fountain, and it
was decided to leave the matter over
until the Board's next visit to the Park,

The Board agreed to hold a fireworks
display on the first race night in Febru-
RIV,

The question of improving the Vogel-
town entrance to the Park was brought
forward. As this was a matter involv-
ing some expenditure, it was decided
to let it stand over for a time, the
Poard recognising that something ought
to be done if funds will permit.

Several accounts were passed for pay-
ment, which will bring the Board’s over-
draft up to £179 18s 1d.



TH, DECEMBER 19, 1910
SWAN FLIES INTO CABLE

1t turns ont that the black swan
in ukekura Park, whose demise was
chronicled a fow davs apo, was not
warricd by a deg as was at first sup-
posed to be tho case. Tho hoard has
been informed that two ladies who wore
sitting, on one of the terraecs of the
Sports Ground, snw the hird flv neross
until it came in contact with the elee-
trie light wires, when 1t ifell to tho
ground, As it didd not move, they pro-
ceeded to investigate, and found that
it neck was broken.

TH, DECEMBER 21, 1910
FUNDRAISING

FI REWORKS!
FIREWORKS !
]‘_4‘1 IREWORKS!

GRAND DISPLAY OF FIREWORKS
In PUKEKURA PARK, on
MONDAY NIGHT, DEC. 26,
(First Mace Night), at 8 p.m.,

In aid of the Fuuds of the Board.

Admission, One Shilling.
Children Hall-price.

Im aid of the funds of the Beard.

E. H. TRIBE,

{706 Hon. Seey.

TDN, DECEMBER 21, 1910
TENNIS CLUB UPDATE

A start has been made with the erec-
tion of the pavilion on the tennis courts
in Pukekura Park, to pay for which the
ladies of the club are holding a garden
party to-morrow, Last night six mem-
bers of the club, of whom five wers
members of the committee, were hard
at work till dark, and it is expected that
they will be largely re-inforced to-night
by members who are anxious to see the
club get a good start right from the
official opening.

TDN, DECEMBER 31, 1910
TENNIS CLUB COMPLETED

THE PARK CLUB'S OPENING

The Park Tennis and Croquet Cluh's
courfs in the Reereation Grounds . are
wearing a businesslike look mow, and
are to be declared open for play on
Tuesday afternoon next at 230. As
the conrts are on public property, which
has been improved out of recognition as
a result of the establishment of the
club and the energy of its committee,
there will probably be a good muster of
the general publie, who, with members of
tennis clubs generally, are invited to be
present, The ladies of the club are pro-
viding afternoon tea.

The eourts are conveniently and pie-
turesquely situated on the hill overlook-
ing the big lake, and front on the old
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'Carrington road. The area under the
|control of the club” has been tferraced,
and the courts are on three different
levels, with gradual slopes from the
first pair to the second pair of tennis
courts, then a smaller promenade lawn
in front of the ¢Inb house on a lower
level, and just below it the croquet
lawn. This latter has not thrived too
well, and for this season the promenade
lawn will probably be kept for the erb-
quet ladies, The tennis courts are
fenced in with wire netting twelve feet
high, and this will permit of the wide
walk along the side being used with ab-
solute safety by the spectators, whilst
players will also be relieved to know
that no one can wander sort-of-aimlessly
on to the playing area. A walk, to be
planted with shrubs, and perhaps with
flowers, will be made right round the
courts; in fact, there is a very com-
plete béautification scheme to be carried
out, sufficient ground having heen placed
at the disposal of the club to make the
courts very attractive. A handy little
clubhouse has heen erected, comprising
an afternoon tea room, ladies’ and gen-
tlemen’s dressing rooms, ete., and care-
taker's room, besides a small apartment
saered to the providers of the cup that
cheers, This has been erected gratuit-
ouglv bv Mr, F, W, Sandford and Mr.
F. C. Tribe, two members of the com-
mittee, with some slight assistance from
other members, The caretaker, Mr. G
Lynch, has the courts in very fair order,
considering that it is only aboub fonr
or five months since the ground was quite
a wilderness, The president, Mr, R, Cock,
who is also chairman of the Pukekura
Park Board, on whose ground the courts
have been made, will perform the open-
ing ceremony, o
Members are reminded that the rebate
on subseriptions will not be allowed after
Tuesday next, 3
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1911

This was an uneventful year for the Board due to lack of funds. The financial situation had become
serious, and any planned improvements were put on hold. The only highlights were the opening of
the Park Tennis Courts and the visit of the Governor in January. The most controversial subject was
the culling of pine trees, with several residents complaining vigorously.

Donations:
Mr Crozier, Frankleigh Park, a kiwi.
Plant donations included:

Mr C. E. Bellringer, a collection of roses which formed the base of a rose bed that Smith developed
in what is now known as Palm Lawn. The bed was thriving, and Smith was going to show some of
the flowers at a local show; unfortunately a thief had other ideas.

Other plant donations included: 400 native trees presented to the Board by Mr Raby of Rerekapa
(Rerekapa, is located in the Moki track area), Mr J. Arthur, junior and a lady donor. These were
planted out by Smith. A number of native trees, ferns and shrubs had been collected from the
Whitecliffs and Ratapihipihi. Some of the ferns were planted on Manhattan Island. The native trees
collected from Ratapihipihi were planted along the banks of the Serpentine.

View of Boatshed Bridge. (Auckland Weekly News February 23, 1911)
Photo by H. M. Smith
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Summary of significant events

. The opening of the Park Tennis Club

. Richard Cock vacated his position as chairman and Harris Ford was appointed.

View of the Main Lake. (Auckland Weekly News February 23, 1911)
Photo by H. M. Smith
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TH, JANUARY 4, 1911
OPENING OF TENNIS CLUB

THE PARK CLUB.
QPENING DAY.

The perfect weather prevailiug yes-
terday helped the Park Lawn Tennis
aned Croquet Club to have a most suc-
cossful opening day.  Numcrous flags
ayd bunting were flying in the breeze,
lending a cheerful and welcome appear-
ance to the whoele place, In the ab
gonee of the president aof the cluly (Mr,
R. Cock), his Worship the Mayor (Mr.
¢. Tisch) performed the opening cere-
mony. As a vice-president of the club,
Mayor af the town, and presiderit of
the Beantifying Association, he said, it
gave him great pleasure to be able to
congratulate the club on the wonder-
fu) sneeess that had attended its efforis.
Whilst apologising for the unavoidable
absence of Mr, Cock, Mr. Tisch made
it clear that be was indeed pleased to
have heen enabled to perform the open-
ing ceremony,- for he recoguised that
every well-kept sports ground and every
oot heautified was a distinet asset 1o
the horough, inasmuch as it added to
the town's attractions to visitors and
peaple luoking for a place to sottle, and
also made for the health and well-heing
of the community at large. He referred
in terms of glowing nraise to the work
done by Mre. . W, Sandford, wha had
been deseribed to him as a sort of
Jdireotor of every work that had been
undertakon on the courts, and whose
handiwerk was very apparent in the
roomv and convenient clubhounse which
had heen erected. He was pleasantly
surprised to see their efforts rewarded
tn sneh a remarkable degree, and, in-
doed, felt almost inclined to offer a
gilver enn for eompetition: This would
perhans be a little out of place, sceing
that he was not president, and so he
would content himself by offering a
raequel for the ladies’ singles handicap.
In coneluding, his Worshin declared the
courts duly onen, and ealled upon Dr.
Leatham to add a few words,

Dr. Leatham, who is president of the
New Elymouth Lawn Tennis and
Croquet Club and the Taranaki. Lawn
Tennis Association, expressed his great
pleasure at being present on such an
oceasion. Me Jooked upon the' opvning
of the courts as another step in the
right direction. Like the Mayor, be
was glad to see tenuis clubs flourish-
ing and new courts opened, but whereas
Mr. Tisch looked at it from the acs-
thetie or from a commercial point of
view, he lnid stress on the effect of
healthy outdoor pastimes on thre public
health. He had played tennis for
thirty-seven years, and hoped to play
for a numher of years yet. After giving
one or {wo hints to the clul’s manage-
mont. the speaker concluded by wishing
the elub a mnst prosperous season.

Mr. H. Okey, M.P., aleo compli-
mented (he elub on the results ohtained,
He assurad the gathering that New
Plymouth was well spoken of ouiside
ns a beauty spot and a delightful holi-
day resort, and its well-kept tennis
courts, golf links, and parks were no
mean assets. He referred to the recent
leaislation. as the result of which the
municipality showdd shortly have a great
deal more money to spend on heauti-
fication of public reserves. and con-
eratulated the Mayor on -having ini-
tiated the idea and snecessfully placed
his scheme hefore Parliament.
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Afternoon tea was then served, and,
the speechies over, members aud visitars
freely mixed andl occupied the courts.
Besides several from the New Plymouth
and Fitzroy Clubs, there was one mem-
her nf the Stratford Croguet Club nnd
a visitor from the Waitara Tennis Cluh.

An apology was received for the ab-
eener of Mr. F, P. Corkill, a member
of the Pukekura Park Board (who was
out of town), the hoard being repre-
sentod only by its secrotary, Mr. E. H.
Tribe, wha, however. fnlly made up for
the rest of the board. Mr. Tribe having
worlkrd hard, espeeinlly during the last
fow davs.

Althoneh the heavy. rain of the pre-
vious nitht had soitened the enrface
to a certain extent, the ecaurts showed
very little wenr after a heavy after-
noon’s plav., Mr. G, Lypch. the eare-
taker. is to be congratulated on the
excellent state of the grounds.

TH, JANUARY 17, 1911
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

MEETING OF THE BOARD.

A meeting of the Pukekura Park
Board was held last night. Present:—
Messrs. R. Cock (chairmany, C. 3
Govett, R. C. Hughes, S. Percy Smith,
W. L. Newman, . C. J. Beilringer, H.
Ford, and L. . Tribe (scerctury.)

The curator of the Park (Ar. W. W.
Smith) reported that since the last
meeting of the Board Lie had heen clean-
ing and mowing the grass in the Park.
nearly & week had been devoted to mow-
ing down and removing the areat

wth of aquatic plants in the lakes.

‘hese were now wcﬁl under control for
this vear. Mr. Smith regretted very
much’ to inform the Board that ane of
the white swans died at the beginning
of the month. These birds died from a
wasting discase which it was impossible
to arrest in its progrees. The one re-
maining was ill for a weck, but it was
now quite well again. Mr. Smith added
that he had already reported the kill-
ing of the black swan.  However it
might have heen killed it had been
mauled and torn afterwards by dogs.
It was fully pinioned, and it scemed
incredible that it could have risen on
the wing so high as to strike the clec-
tric wires in the Sports Ground. The
recent strong dry winds had blown down
several of tjga older trees which would
be all duly cut up and removed in a
few days.

Mr. Smith also asked for extra ns-
sistance for a week in pgrass cutting.
The request was granted.

Messrs. A. L. Humphries and J. Me-
Leod, members of the Sports Ground
Committee, waited on the Board with
reference to arrangements for the func-
tions to be held in the Park on the oe-
eagsion of the Governor’s visit on the
26th inst. The entertainment in the
Park will take the form of a garden
party, at which his Excellency will be
Emwnt_. A charae of 1s for adults, and

alf price for children, will be made for
admission. A floral fete will alse be
held. The Board as a whole agrecd
to act with the Sports Ground Com-
mittee in conneetion with the floral
fete and other arrangements,  Mr.

Govett and the sceretary were author-
ised to attend a meeting of the Hor-
ticultural Secicty this evening, and ask
for co-operation in making the fete a
BUCCOSS.

i
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TH, JANUARY 19, 1911
GOVERNOR'S VISIT

TARANAKI'S WELCOME
TO HIS EXCELLENCY

LORD ISLINGTON.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 26, 1011

GRAND
GARDEN
PARTY

PUBLIC WELCOME AND
PRESENTATION OF ADDRESS
In the

RECREATION SPORTS GROUND,
Pukekura Park.

— EVENTS. —
FLORAL FETE. FLORAL FETE,
Decornted Motor Cars.—Ist prize 80s,

Ond prize 10s. '

Decorated Bicycles.—1st prize 20s, 2nd
prize 10s.

Decorated  Bicyclo Team of Three
Ladies.—1st prize 30s.

Decorated Go-carts.—1st prize 205, 2nd
prize 10s. .

Bicycle Race, reverse gears, once round
(handicap).—1st prize 15s, 2nd
prize Js.

Entrics for all above events FREE.

Three entrics or no first prize; five or

no second. '

2mile Bieyele Raco (N.Z.A.U.).--lst
prize £2, 2nd prize £1.  Nom,
25 6d, acc. frec. Entries close with
secretary on TUESDAY, 24th, at 5
p.m.

SIDE SHOWS.
COCOANTT SHY.
SHOOTING GALLERY.
BOATING ON THE LAKE.
MOTOR CAR RIDES.
CHILDREN'S RACES.

Volunteers, Cadets, Scouts and
Garrrison Band in attendance.

Afternoon Tea, Fruit and Lollie Stalls,
and Ice Cream.

ADMISSION ......... ONE SHILLING.
Children Half-price.

Proceeds in aid of Pukekura Park
and the Reereation Sports Ground.

F. TRIBE,
J. CLARKE,
Hon. Secs.




TDN, JANUARY 28, 1911
GOVERNOR’'S GARDEN PARTY

Lord Islington’s visit.—Tast Thursday
New Plymouth was en fete, it being the
oreasion of his Excellency’s visit to our
town. He was accompanied by Captain
Shannon, ADC. During his short siay
his Excelleney’s time was fully oceupied.
In the morning he visited the oil well at
Moturon, accompanied by Captain Shan-
non, his Worship the Mayor (Mr. G.
Tiseh) and Mr. H. Okey, M.P. Later
the vice-regal party was driven to Mars-
land Uill, where the ceremony of the
unveiling of the memorial fountain in
honor of the treops who fell in the
South African war was performed by his
Excellency. At the invitation of his
Worship the Mayor a number of citizens
were cntertained at luncheon at the
White Hart Hotel. His Excellency oceu-
pied the seat of honor, and Colonel Ellis
was seated on the left. In the afternoon
a huge garden party was held in Puke-
kura Park, at which Lord Islington was
presented with an illuminated address
by the Mayor on behalf of the citizens,
Never has the Sports Ground looked het-
ter. The terraces (an arena-like effect)
were massed with people ever on the
move, the many colors of the female
sex's costumes flashing in the brilliant
sunshine, flanked by the scarlet coats of
the military and the uniforms of the
cadets and scouts. Amongst those pre-
sent were—

Mre. J. Noble (Hamilton), pale grey
figured muslin, trimmed with black silk
guimpe, pretty black feathered hat.

Miss B. Evans, black and white em-
broidered muslin, black hat, lined with
heliotrope and trimmed with black rca-
thers. .

Miss T. Evans, white muslin, eream
hat, wreathed with pale pink roses;

Mrs. Heme, biscuit linen cont and
skirt, black hat.

Mrs. Hall| sage green costume, eream
lace vest and undersleeves, black toque.

Mrs. Mackay, dove grey costume, bou-
nef, en suite. *

Miss Mackay, white muslin, black hat.

Miss O. Mackay, prunelle-colored linen
coat and skirt, hat wreathed with white
anemonics,

Miss Bayley, dark green linen, green
and black hat.

Mrs. R. George, golden brown costume,
brown chip hat, lined with black and
trimmed with pink roses,

Mrs. Clande Weston, light prunelle-
colored costume, hat fo correspond.

Mrs. Freeth, brown linen costume, hat
en suite.

Mrs. S. Cottier, white muslin, black hat.

Miss Dempsey, white muslin, burnt
straw lint, swathed with green.

Miss N. Dempsey, white linen, black
hat, with pale blue roses.

Mrs. Syme (Eltham), cream costume,
pretty vieux rose hat, lined with black
and trimmed with roses,

Mrs. 8. Shaw, heliotrope costume,
black feathered hat.

Mrs. Devenish, blaek,

Miss Devenish, white; black hat.

Alrs. Roy, grey silk hat, trimmed with
heliotrope.

Mrs. Hanna, white muslin; black hat.

Miss N. Hanna, pale blue striped voile,
relieved with Dblack hat, trimmed with
shaded roses,

Miss Aburue, white embroidered mus-
ling burnt straw hat, with large hlack
silk bow and pink roses.

Aliss J. Curtis, sage green
black hat.

Bi EISEORY

costine;

AMiss Corkill, nuvy blue costume, white
erinoline straw hat, trimmed with black
velvet and pale pink roses.

Mrs, Chaney, biseuit eolored costume:
pale blue hat.

Mrs, Kempthorne, sea green costume;
tornflower blue hat.

Mrs. Teed, pale blue Paisley costume,
trimmed wilh marrow braids of black
velvet ribbon; black hat.

Mes. C. Bayly, pretty saxe bine taf-,
fetas, with eream silk fringe, and deep
band of rich cream insertion on skirt;
black hat, with large white lace hows.

‘Mrs. Sturtevant, bisenit coloved linen;
green hat wreathed with biue roses.

Miss Sturtevant, white muslin  hat,
trimmed with preen.

Miss W. Cutton, letince green linen;
green hat lined with black,

Mrs, Cutfield, black costume,

Miss M. Ambury, white muslin: white
hat, swathed with pale blue tulle,

Mrs. T, €. List, green costume, with
hat to mateh. ’

Mrs, C. ML T, white all over cloak;
dress and hat to correspond.

Mrs. Martin, heliotrope chrystalline;
black hat.

Mra. H. Tookes, bisenit colored cos-
tume; eream hat, with pale pink roses.

Miss Munro, white linen; moss green
chip hat, swathed with pink roses.

Miss Cottrell, white costume; black
lat, lined with salmon pink,

T . Ahier, black and white costume;

Mrs. . Oroell, pretty prunelle eolored
costume, faced and braided with black;
bluck and white hat.

Miss MeKellar, black.

Miss MceKellar, sage green chrystal-
liney black hat.

Miss Wilson, pretty
tume; black hat.

Miss  Perey-Smith, cream costume;
pale blue hat.

Miss Steplenson, brown and green
striped costume, faced with green; black
and white hat.

Miss Blundell, brown and white striped
costume; hat trimmed with gredn velvet
and pink roses.

Mrs, Dodgshun, heliotrope costume,
faced with Dlack burnt straw hat,
trimmed with bow of black velvet.

Miss Wade, green and white costume,
erenm lace yoke; Dblack hat with feathers,

Miss Arden, white mushin; hat with
pale pink.

Miss K. MeAllum, green,

Miss J. Hempton, white muslin.

Mrs. N. King, green linen costume;
black hat.

Mrs. Johns, saxe blue eostume; hat en
suite.

Mrs, C. TFenton (Wellington), precty
pale reseda; green chrystalline hat to
correspond. '

Mrs, Pascoe, dark sage blue coat and
skirt; toque en suite.

Miss Pridham, white embrotdered mus-
lin; white hat, with ercamy pink roses.

Mrs, Haworth, pretty heliotrope eo-
licnne, cream lace yoke; green hat.

PERSONAL ITEMS.

Miss Brewster has returned after her
pleasant trip to Blenheim and Welling-
ton, where she attended the tennis tonr-
nament,

Miss 8. Capel has returned after her
most enjoyalle trip to Hastings, where
sh_elwas the guest of her aunt, Mrs, Bea-
mish,

heliotrope cos-
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TDN, FEBRUARY 8, 1911
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

At a meeting of the Pukekura Park
Board on Monday night, the curator
(Mr. W, W. Smith) stated that good
progress had been made in cutiing the
aquatic weeds in the lakes and the grass
in the Purk, My, 8, Perey Smith was
appomted overseer for the ensuing
month. The secrefary (Mr, E, H. Tribe)
furnished a balance-sheet in connection
with the recent garden party in the Parg
showing a profit of about £64, which
will be divided equally between the
Board and the Sports Ground Commit-
tee. The chairman and Mr. Corkill were
deputed to arrange for music for the
fireworks display to be given in the
Park on Wednesday evening next,

TH, FEBRUARY 13, 1911
FUNDRAISING

JIREWORKS!
FIREWORT{S ! )
FIREWORI\S

L i

A GRAND DISPLAY OF
— FIREWORKS —

Froin Mesers, Boek and Co., London
will toke place m
PUKEKURA PARK
On WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15,
(First Race Night).

At § pon.

Proceceds in ,-mf ;f_-l’ukekura Park.

Mr. Perry’s Orciestra will Play a
Number of Selections,
Admission, 1s; Ciildren, hali-price,

I, Il. TRIBE,
Hon, Sec.

TSl

TH, MARCH 7, 1911
PLANT STEALING AND VOGELTOWN
ENTRANCE PLANS ON HOLD

Mr, W. W. Smith, curator of Puke-
kura Park, in his monthly report to the
board last night, stated that there had
been a geod deal of flower stealing late-
ly, and that the thieves not only pluck-
el the flowers but were glso pulling up
the bulbs and earrying them away. The
haard decided to Fro&ecme anyane dis-
covered 1n the act.

Owing to the financial difficulties of
the Pukekura Park Board it lias been
decided to abandon for the time being
the contemplated improvements at the
Vogeltown entrance to the park.



TH, MARCH 9, 1911
GOVETT ON FINANCIAL CRISIS AND
FIRST MENTION OF PARK
SATURDAY

Sir,—I trust you and your readers
will pardon me for again bringing to
potico the financial position of tho
board. I have not the exact tigurcd
betore me, bat believe that the over-
draft will amount to sbout £173 ab tho
close of this financial year, and at the
present time it is nearly £200. What-
over the amount is, the lability is that
of the individual members of the board
on a joint and several guarantee.
believe that we have seen our worst
days, and that in the future we shall
have a better and more certaln inconos
through the Borough Council, but in
the meantime certain needful improve-
ments are urgently required, and the
board shrink irom mcurring expense. [
had the pleasure of taking Dr. Ward, of
Sydney, round the gronnds, and he said
that if the grounds could be moved to
Sydney or Melbourne they would be well
worth £100,000, He also said he had
often heard of the grounds, but they
more than came up to their reputation,
This shows the opinion of 2 very capabie
business man, There must be no going
back, and I want the public to under-
stand that the grounds eannot even be
kept up as they are without more
money, Our standard is a high one, and
very different to what it was a few

ears ago, when only the paths near the
fulce were accossible. Now the whaole of
the grounds have to bo kept more or
less in order. A meeting of ladies will
be shortly ealled by the chairman to
consider the advisahility of having a
Baturday collection in the taown, such as
has been recently held in Christehurch
for a similar object, and we trust that
the ladies will help us as they have
always hitherto done and make the af-
fair a suceeas.  The hboard has made
mistakes mn the past, and, being human,
will continue to do so, but it has no
dead-heads, and its members are all
anxious to do what they can for the
pood of the place, Under these cireum-
stances the hoard has a right to appeal
for support.—1 am, ete..

CLEMENT W. GOVETT.

TH, MARCH 10, 1911
BOARD VISIT TENNIS CLUB

The Pukekura Park Board yester-
day paid a visit of inspection to the
vark, and in the course of their peram-
{mlntiom the members visited the new
tennis courts, laid down on a piece of
rough ground leased to the Pork Club
some stx months ago.  The members
oxpressed the greatest satisfaction with
the manner in which the young club
had carried out its proposals to give
the members a few months’ tennis this
season—a task which many experts con-
sidered bevond them, so late wns the
work undertaken—and readily agreed
to a request for permission to construct
an asphalt court is nddition to the five
grass courts.

TDN, MARCH 16, 1911
ODE TO PUKEKURA PARK

LOVELY PUKEKURA—A SOLITOQUY
Oh, lovely Pukekura Park,

A week ago to-day

I couched in leafy shadows dark

And dreamed an howr away;

The day was hot, with clondless sky,
So deep within the shade

T heard the leaves’ soft lullaby

Which whispering music made

;HP"” BEORY

Below, the Jake in Dbeauty lay,
Where I, a careless boy,

Have often throngh a summer’s day
Lived at the heart of joy. =~
And in my youth I knew each walk,
Each bush and seat and tree,
And there is where we used to talk,
Here hand in hand sat we;

And lovers’ leap and fern-tree dell,
And sumy slopes we knew,
How many charming plices tell
Of love, my dear, and you,

Aud now the rush of hungry years
Have trod. poor Cupid down,
And T am grev above the ears
And you are Mrs. Brown,

I frei not at passing time,

The ardors of the boy,

The years which bring the mellowing

prime

Have hrought me deeper joy.

And o T lie upon the slope,
Look up inte the blue

And laugh at youthful love and hope
And kiss a last adien,

"Tis wiser to abliterate

The past, methinks, and yet

Time has no anodyne to date

The heart will not forget.

T gaze around on sky and hill,

The seene is very fair,

T fall the heart that does not thrill
To beauty’s spirit there,

So that around, above, helow,
Wherever eye ean range,

Fresh jors each jaded sense may know
Calm in perpetnal clange, !
The lake, a sheet of purest glass

In which refleeted lie ;

Each atately tree. each blade of grass
And bank and hill and sky, '

And in its watery depths the eye

May easily diseern '

The davling of our southein sky,

The graceful, ilmy fern, -

And many a shape that trembles there
As if in mute distress,
Narcissus vavished to despair
At his awn loveliness,

Where are the lads that onee
The soul instinet with truth,
The trusted tender friends and true
Companions of my youth?

Ah. they are gone, and I remain
And yet do I but dream,

T heard a merry song’s vefrain
Come floating down the stream.
And listen, finger on my lip,

And up the valley then

A ringing ery of comradeship,

“To, Charley, Jack and Ben!”

No answer, stillness in the air,
Alas! the lads T kuew

Ilave slipped into the spaces fair
Beyvond timels utmost Hlne:

Yet, still the sense of beauty holds,

Life yet has mueh to give,

And in these seenes of loveliness

One fecls "tis good to live,

And so to Pukekmra Park

And this brave ereenery

A lone farewell! Our .*.I';i]) by dark

Will be far out at sea,

But whereso'er my path may lie,

On land or on the blue

A sailor’s sweetest memories ly

A Tong and last adieu! d

—EX-TARANAK]

Wellington, 6/3/11. '

I knew,
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TDN, MARCH 27, 1911
BUYING BACK GOLDFISH

The goldfish in the pands at Pukekura
Pavk ave thriving awl multiplying. They
did mot thrive <o well in the ald days,
na doubt hecause they were not allowed
to. The Board were then somewhad eon-
cerned ahout their diminntion, and, see-
ingr gfaiilli-:h advertized for sale in Wel-
Tigton, depitted a vepresentalive to huy
a stock with which to veplenish the
ponds.  The Tatter dnly st the adver.
Fiser, who, however, coulil not supply as
many asolesived, Yon know,” he said,
Seoldfish ove got Lon plentiful. There's
ouly ane place in the country where vou
ean got o supply from, and thal is tl
New  Plymonth  Reereption  Ground.”
Further explanations showed that the
advertiser litd Leen seenring his supplies
from some, New Plymouth lads, who had
heen eateling them in the Board’s own
ponds! The Board were frying to buy
their own fisht

TH, APRIL 4, 1911
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly meeting of the Pukelkura
Park Board was beld at the Town Hall
lnst night, There were prosent : Mossrs,
R. Cock (chairman), €. W. Govelt, R.
C. Hughes, W. L. Nowman, H. Ford,
A. E. Watkins, and E. H. Tribe (hon.

Bec.).

Mr. W. W. Smith (curator) reported
that somo youths continued to ride
their bieyeles in the park in spite of
the eautions he had piven them; also
that anothor boy had deliberately -
jured some of the pines by cutting off
the bark.-It was resolved that the
board's solicitor bo instructed to prose-
cute the offenders in cach case,

The curator also teporfed that the
naotice bonrd at the Vogeltown entrance
had been deliberately pulled up and
thrown away, and that an attempt had
been made to wrench up the posts at
the gateway.—It was resolved that en-
deavours be made to find out the offen-
der with a view to prosceution,

Members of the board expressed a de-
gire that visitors to the Park should
report to the curator or secretary any
damage they may see being done, o
that offenders may be proseented,

The seerctary stated that tho last
firoworks display was an absoluto Toss.

Scveral accounts were passed for pay-
ment.

A member of the Pukekura Park
Board stated that several people had
expressed tho opinion that the Park
should be manazed by the Boroogh
Couneil, but Le was oppesed o any such
change, and in support of his conton-
tion he read the fo Ilnwiug extract from
a late Auckland paper, showing the re-
gult of the management of the Doma'n
by the Hamilkon Borough Council. He
furthor stated thet in Dunedin some
years ago the City Council took over
the mavagement of the Park, but the
people wero nob satisfied and imsisted
upon the Park being again administered
by & Board of Trustecs



TH, APRIL 11, 1911
OPPOSITION TO PINE TREE
CULLING

A lady ealied at the News oflice yes
terday, and asked us to air her protest
against the aetion of the Pukcekura
Park authorities i entting down {he
large pinus insignis {rees in the vieinity
of the gate near the Carrington road
Alreaidy one has been felted, she stated,
and the others there, she was informed
by the curator, were shortly to share
the same fate. She pointed ont that
the trees are one of the attractions of
the sardens, aml serve as a pirnirlcin,r_r
ayaund for seores of visiters. Tt ja al-
wiys a <hady spot, and an ideal plaee
for ehildven, “T asked the enrator why
he was eutting the trees down” she
continned, “wmd he oveplied  that  they
eanse so mueh work.,  Well, is he not
paid for doing this work 7 Tf {he work
5 {oo mueh and the frees ave to he
sacrificed Leeawse of i, T, for ane, wonld
willinely lend a hand occasionally, and
T am sure there are many other Tadies
wiho would do the same. Marsland il
has heen spoilt by the removal of the
trees from il: 8o, too, has St Mary'a
Choreh, and now the vandals are going
to o the same with our pricetess pos-
gossion, onr lovely park., Tn the nlder
gountries  the anthorities  are
everything possible to grow trees and
heautify  towns: Dhere they Thave ihe
troes and natural beaunty and arve :pek-
ine their destruction, TC is enough to
mwake one weep,  Cannot something e
done to stop the eurator culting down
those Jovely trees .

Jaino

TDN, APRIL 29, 1911
HATCHERY IN PARK ABANDONED

Pisciculture—The proposed fish hatch-
ery buliding at Pukekura Park was aban-
doned, owing to its cost. A small build-
ing, with the necessary troughs and
trays, capable of turning out nearly n
quarter of a million fry, was erected on
Mr. J. . Wilsen's property, on the banks
of the Mangaotuku stream, in St. Aubyn
town distriet, Mr. Wilson undertaking to
look after the hatching of eyed ova.

OTAGO WITNESS, MAY 30, 1911
KINGFISHER IN THE PARK

(By James Drummonp, F.L.8, F.Z.5)

During January and February king-
fishers were very numerous in the Hua-
toki Valley, part of which extends
through the centre of the town of New
Plymouth. A quarter of a mile from the
mouth of the Huatoki, the FPukekura
Stream, which runs through the lakes in
Pukekura Park, flows into it. In Febru-
ary Mr W, W, Bmith saw these bagmhful
birds daily about the lower lake In the
park in considerable numbers, busily en-
gaged catching and subsisting on the very
minute cels which had ascended the Hua-
toki and Pukekura streams from the sea
into the lake. Owing to the dry weather
during the summer months the streams
were low, and that would greatly favour
thege interesting young fish in their
ascent of the Pukckura, which 1s
more difficult to negotiate than the Hua-
toki. There is a 101t high waterfall to be
scaled befare reaching the lake, but that
would offer little obstruction to the young
eels. In regard to the kingfishers' food,
Mr Smith writes:—"'A local angler in-
formed me a few days ago that when he
was fiching at the mouth of the Wai-
wakaiho River in February last he picked
up a dead kingfisher with a mouse fast
in its throat, The bird had tried to swal-
low the mouse whole, but the body stuck
in its throat and choked it.. DBoth the
bird and the mouse were quite fresh when
picked up.”  “The tui's note re-echoes
through the park daily now,” Mr Smith
wrote on April 15. * Owing to the dry
summer these birds were all away at the
native bush, but, since the autumnal
raing commenced, some have returned to
gladden visitors to the park with thelr
mimicry and their rich notes.”

TDN, MAY 20, 1911
PINE TREES SHOWN NO MERCY

In Pukekurg Park the sound of the
saw and the axe is daily heard, The
board is felling many of the pines which
have performed the valuable service for
which they were planted, that of pro-
teeting the smaller imported and native
trees planted long years since. They
have now outlived their ueofulness and
their beauty, and are shown no mercy.

TDN, JUNE 6, 1911
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly meeting of the Puke-
kura Pavk Board was held in the Bor-
atgh Council Chumbers last night, Mr,
R. Cock was in the chair, and there
were also present Messrs, I I Corkill,
W. L. Newman, H. Ford, und W. .
Smith (curafor), A donation of £10
from Mr. C. WV, Govett was reecived,
the Board expressing its hearty thanks
to the donor. A letler was received
from the curator of the Melbourne
Botanical Gardens in answer to g re-
quest by Mr C W, Govett, together
with a selection of seeds suitable for
Taranaki soils, The Beard will forward
o selection of seeds and native trees in
exchange.  The secretary read the
statement of reccipts and expenditure,
The hank overdraft is now £13] 8s 1d,
Mr. Harris Ford was elected chajrman
for the cnsuing year, A vote of thanks
to Mr. Tribe, hon. sec., v.r kis pagt ser-
viees elosed the neoting,

TDN, MAY 20, 1911
COUNCIL REPS ON THE BOARD

Representatives on  Pukekura Tark
Bonrd—The Mayor, Crs. Hartnell and

Ambury. B

TDN, JUNE 27, 1911
KIWI DONATED

A kiwi has leen domated fto the
Pukekura Park Board by Mr. Crozier,
of Frankleigh Park, to be placed in the
grounds,
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TH, JUNE 28, 1911
BALANCE SHEET

TATEMIENT of Receipts and Expen-

k diture for the year ending March
41, 1911:—
RECEIPTS.

g0 7 1
Govett
Dramatic
Lieatham £35,

1910,
Cash in hand {(April 1)
Jonations : W
£10,
Co;

Kasther's
£5, Dr.

Taranaki Herald €] s 6d 21 3 &
Annual subseribers, 28at 10s 14 ;0 0
Itente L e PO < = T S
Borough Council subsidy ... 160 0 0
Bonation Box in Park ... 2 14 @
Giarden Party a0 w7
Firewaorks & 12 B
Fencing ... - 2 8.0
Boat LICENse  icccoivocresecsoss 010 -0

1911.

Bank of N.Z. overdraft
(Ma¥eh 31D .veoremsonmnnn S 21 8B 1
£408 5 3
1910. EXPENDITURE,
Bank of N.Z. overdraft

(April 1) . 126 18 11
L o o 24217 -0
Cnrting and railag e S
Ttents T £ I 8
Postages and cheque books. ., 1 & 6
fusurance Ve 015 9
Survey ees & a0
Advertising ¥ 0 @
Tinther R d ¥ B
Labour grubbing sorse ....... 06 B Q
Bird fodd i..ooacaisiess 3,12 10
Tools nnd repairs 4 6 6
Fireworkhs .oicoieiasis 5 T R
Banlk interest and ch 9 13 l
Saghvan B e lise 3 0 0

£408 5 3
Aundited and found correct.—R. Peop-
perill, Pablic Accountant, hon, auditor.
E. H. TRIBE,
Haon. Seccretary.

TH, JUNE 28, 1911
PARK FINANCES

The publication of the balance sheet
issued by the Pukekura Park Trustees
for the year ended March 31, 1911,
affords us the opportunity to point out
how little the general public actually
do to help the trustees to meintain the
beautiful .grounds of which all are so
pardonably proud. It will doubtless
surprise most people to learn that the
cost of the upkeep of the grounds last
year was less than £250, and it spenks
eloquently for the industry of the
curator and his assistant that so much
has been done for so little. On the
other hand, it is not creditable to the

ublic who derive so much enjoyment
rom the possession of the park that
they volunthrily contribute next to
notﬁing. From all sources the bhoard
last year had an income of £286 10s 1d,
of which £15C represented & subsidy
from the borough rates and £53 2s 6d
rents. Special donations totalled £21
35 6d, a garden ?nrty realised £30 18s
7d, a disp BI of fireworks yielded a net
profit of £4 5s 6d, a boat license 10s,
and some fencing £2 8s, leaving £16
14s 9d as the voluntary direct contri-
butions of the gg;mr_al public. Twenty-
cight annual subscribers prid subscrip-
tions totalling £14, and £2 14s 9d was
dropped into the donation box. Really
it is almost incredible that so little is
given to the grounds, especially when
it is remembered that they form ad-
mittedly one of the most beauntiful
public parks in Australasia, and that
they are visited weekly by many hun-
dreds of people. Can it cver occur te
these people that it costs something to
maintsin the grounds, that Mr. Smith
end his assistant, though they work
hard for small pay because they love
the park, must be paid something?
Why, if we dedurt the subsidy, the
rents. and the subseriptions of just a
handfal of people, what reinains of the



revenue rdoea not represent twopence
per head of the whole population of
the borough. Of course, it is in a
large measure due to thoughtlessness
that greater support is not fortheom-
ing. If the right kind of appeal were
made we are sure that there nre scores
~-even hundreds—of people who would
give some slight contribution. It has
to be a direct appeal, though. The
eollecting-hbox must, so to speak, he
placed under their very noses. If the
board were to call for volunteers to
assist in obtaining subseribers, and set
themselves to obtain. say, five hundred
at ten shillings each, we feel sure it
conld he done, There are many towns
half the size of this where such an
appeal would be responded to in a
week. and for the eredit of New Ply-
mouth let some effort be mado to re-
mave the reproach that individually
we only contribute about twopence per
head per.annum to mnintain the most
beautiful park in the Dominion.

Resolved that the chairman and MMr.
Cock interview the Mayor in reference
to the Avenue Road Reserve.

The curator reported, amongst other
details, that he had planted out 40U
native trees prosented to ine board by
Mr. Kaby, oi Rerckspa, Mr. J, Arthur,
jun., and 8 lady douor,

The bourd decided to prosecute all
persous caught steaiing tiowers irom the
park or in any way damaging planta-
ticms.

The park was placed in charge of Mr.
P, 1. Curkill for the coming month.

Accounts amounting to £5 17s 4d
were passed ior payment,

TDN, JULY 17, 1911
ROSE DONATION

A rose-garden i3 to be made in the
Reereation Grounds, Mr. C. E. Bellringer
having donated a fine collection of trees.
The rose garden will be placed near the
Gilbert street entrance.

TH, AUGUST 16, 1911
PINE TREE FELLING

The Pukekura Park Board wrote re.
earding trees at the rear of the care-
tnker's cottage, The matter was left
in the hands of the seeretary to arrungo
tor necessary lahour to have trecs
felled : the enrater of the Park to-point
out which trees are to be felled,

Mr, 8. Robottom’s resignation as a
member was accepted,

TDN, AUGUST 16, 1911
LAKES FULL OF FISH

It was thought some time ago that
the ponds in the Pukekura Park were
becoming depleted,  There is no such
fear now, The waters are full of trout,
aaold fish, perch, ete,

TH, SEPTEMBER 8, 1911
PLANT DONATIONS

The Pukekura Park Board thankiully
acknowledge from Mr. Raby, of Rere-
kapa, and Mr. John Arthur Jones and
a lndy donor, a large variety of native
trees and shrubs numbering 400, whicl
have all been planted in ditferent parts
of the ground.

*willed otherwise,

TH, OCTOBER 10, 1911
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The usual monthly meeting of the
hoard was held on Monday evening.
Present: Mr, Harris Ford (chairman),
S. Percy Smith, W. L. Newman, R.
Cock, R. C. Hughes, and B, H. Tribe.

The secretary reported that the banlk
overdraft stood at £i56 19s 4d,

It was decided to put wire netling
on each side of the Poct’s Bridge, s0 as
to prevent children from falimg into
the lake.

|
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TH, NOVEMBER 7, 1911
STEALING ROSES FROM PARK

New Plymouth 1s a peculiar place; we
doubt if there is another town in New
Zealand 1o mateh it in soms respects.
It has brighter prospects probably at
the present moment than any other
town in the Dominion, and yet shows
little sign of life. It has attractions
unsurpassed elseviliere, and yet little
appreciation of them is shown. IDut
in one' respect we believe it is guile
unique, and that is in the fondness
of some of its people for flowers—
other people’s flowers—and in the want
of ‘common honesty on the part of these
people where flowers are concerned.
Uwners of pice gardens are constantly
complaining of having eheice [lowers,
and evon plants, stolen ; the grave plots
in the cemectery are frequently de
spoiled of the flowers and plants placed
there in loving memary of departed
relatives and friends; while there seems
to be an impression smong the flower
thioves that the flowers in Pukekura
Pack are grown for them to pick at
their will,  Some months ago Mr. C.
E. Beliringer gencrously denated a num-
ber of choico rose trees to the board,
and the ecurator, Mr. W. TW. Smith,
wenb to a great deal of treuble to make
a rose garden, where the Lrees werc
planted and have received much careful
attention. Lately this rose garden has
formed a brizht spot in the park, some
beautiful blooms having becn grown,
and Mr. Smith was lookmg forward ta
putting a collection in the rose ghow
on Thursday. But ilie flower thieves
and have despoiled
the trees, twice breaking down the light
barrier of wire netting placed round
the had. We ennnot print words strong
enouph in condemnalion of this miser-
able thieving. It is nothing short of
critninal, anmd we doubt whether any-
whero else but in New Plymouth it
iz carried en to such an extent. We
do naot believe it is children's work;
in fact we have good reason to believe
that the thieves are peopls who wwill
be dreadfully indignant at the sugges-
sion that they had heen guilty of any-
thing dishonest. The prnct‘fee, how-
ever, 1% so common thai it 13 time troe
lovers of flowers banded themselves to-
gether &8 o kind of vigilance committee
for the purpose of detecting and bring-
ing the culprits to justice.

TH, NOVEMBER 27, 1911
LILY POND IN BLOOM

The lily pond in Pulekura Park is
now studded with bleoms and will be
looking at ite best in a week or twa.
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TDN, DECEMBER 12, 1911
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The Pukekura Park Board met on
Monday evening. when there were pro.
sxtmt.:nkhwsrs‘ H. Ford (chairman), Cock,
Corkill, Govett., Tuglies, Newman, ani
Perey-Smith,

'l'fiu chritor reported that owing fo
the Frequent Tieavy viins and high winds
prevadiine during List, month the work
of the Purk stall has been  conlined
chivlly to mowing am] oeneral cloanine.
Periaps in fow ]r]'L-\'h;l!.c. seasons has
the growth of mative plants been grenter
than during the present,  The native
h.il.\':h elathing the slapes on the norih
side of the wpper lake is Tapidly re-
establishing itself, and in a few more
years, at the present rate of growth,
will hie o fine uative forest. e did not
know whether or no {he beard granted
permission to the Prohibition party to
hold their pienic in the Park on Satur-
day afterneon, They had cleaned up
perfectly for Sonday, and the pienie,
coming late in the aftermoon, wiknown
to them gave an addition twe and a
half howrs' work o Saturday evening
and Sunday morning cleaning up the
papers. ele which the children strewed
about, He also veported that the whole
of the propecty in the Park
was now i good order,

The esmplaint of the eurator as to
Sadurday s noleense demonstration was
it Tor the chairman and Mr. TTughes
Lo deal with,

The following resolntions were passed:
That the chairman be authorised o
exeente the deed of dedieation for the
widening of Brookland road; (hat Mr,
Short be nstrnetod to elean the Juhilee
foombain and the marble hook tahlet,

Mr, Corkill was appointed visitor for
Ll mond i

.IH;il'l! <
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Main Entrance - Fillis Street - circa 1919. (Aucklana Libraries Heritage Collec:tions 35-R925)
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To get out of the financial difficulty the Board found itself in they introduced Park Saturday. This
was a door-to-door campaign. Many of the local ladies that did the canvassing were wives and
daughters of the Park’s trustees. The day was successful, raising over £150, enough to put the Park’s
finances back in the black for the first time in a long time.

Smith continued developing a fernery on Manhattan Island using thirty-seven species of native fern.
At that time, the island was accessible to the public as a picnic spot, with two small bridges linking it
to the mainland. Unfortunately, a lot of the ferns planted were stolen so the board decided to remove
the bridges, this however did not stop the thieves.

Plant stealing was becoming a major concern, as were bike riding and dogs in the park harming the
birds. To try and counter these issues the Board appointed Mr Tippins as an inspector to try and
enforce the bylaws of the park. Tippins was a council inspector who did this sort of work as part of
his job.

The Acclimatisation Society had stopped using the rearing ponds because of concerns over water
quality, so the races feeding the ponds were removed with the intention to fill in the ponds.

W. W. Smith went on a botanical expedition to Mount Egmont to find new species of plants. He was
accompanied by Donald Petrie and Murdoch Fraser. Petrie was a preeminent botanist of the time. He
was a long-time friend of Smith’s going back to when Smith lived in the South Island. The plants
they found were introduced into the Park as appropriate.

The rose bed developed the previous year (Palm Lawn) flourished but the flowers had been stolen, so
Smith decided to develop a new rose garden behind the Tea House. He transplanted the existing roses
and many more donated rose plants. In the same area he intended to plant a bed of native veronicas.

Donations included:

Mr Marfell, of Toko, gifted a kiwi and John Wheeler, of Inglewood, donated a peacock.

Plant donations included:

Mr Upjohn, Alfred Road, a package of native plants; anonymous lady donor, a box of daffodil and
narcissus bulbs; Mrs Brasch, Ratanui, a collection of primulas and polyanthus; Mr John Wheeler,
Inglewood, a collection of native plants, also three seven-foot standard weeping ash trees; Mr
Sanford, a collection of native plants and one hundred plant labels; a private gentleman, five dozen
rose plants; Mrs Newton, Moturoa, half a dozen roses; Morshead Nursery Company, two dozen
roses; Mr Mace, one dozen mixed plants; Mr Layard, Pungarehu, a large collection of mixed plants;
Messrs Sole Brothers, Para Tawhiti or King fern; Mr Raby, a packet of clematis seeds; Mr C. D.
Husband, Raglan, a rare dwarf flax from the Karioi Mountain; Mr T. Falconer, Kaipikari, a lot of
King Ferns. Other donations of native plants came from Dunedin, Fielding, Urenui and Te Kuiti.

‘PrP-IISTORY Y



Summary of significant events

. E. H. Tribe resigned as Secretary

. Park Saturday fundraising collections introduced

. More discussions about handing over park to the council

. Mr Tippins the Council Inspector was employed by the Board to catch people breaking bylaws
. New rose bed planted behind the tea house

. Fish races around the trout rearing ponds were dismantled as the Acclimatisation Society were
no longer using the ponds

. The Diving Board was removed

. New path made from the Vogeltown Entrance to the Racecourse

. Smith continued planting ferns on Manhattan Island

. In June Harris Ford resigned as chairman, C. W. Govett was appointed in his place.

Auckland Weekly News, May 16, 1912, F.J. Denton
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TDN, JANUARY 30, 1912
VISITORS COMMENTS / EEL
CONTROL

A visitor to New Plymouth “did”
“Brooklands” and “Maranui” on Sunday,
as well as Pukekura Park. “The finest
grounds and scemery T have ever seen,”
was his verdiet. The visitor has been
twice round the world. “Some of the
gardens in America can beat you for
flowers, ete., but no country in the world
has your wealth of fernaand trees. You
should be a contented people.”

The goldfish in the ponds of the local
park have thriven considerably this sea-
son. The curator has for some time con-
dueted an active campaign against the
eels that, infest the ponds, and the other
day secured one specimen weighing about
12Ib. These old men eels play havoc
with the gold and other fish with which
the park’s waters are stocked,

many years tried to keep up the Puke-
kura Park Grounds with inadequate
means, thinks the time has come to
seriously eonsider whether the npkeep
and management of the grounds H]]'.ﬂlim
uob be thrown upon the Borough Coun-
cil, so that all who benefit hy the
grounds should, by means ol rates, be
compelled to contribute on something
like a just basis."”

The park was placed in charge of
My, Goveti for the ensuing period.

TH, FEBRUARY 7, 1912

E. H. TRIBE RESIGNS AS SECRETARY

Owing fo the pressure of business M,
E. H. Tribe is relinquishing the position
of secretary to the Pukekura Park

Board, as from March 31st next.

TH, FEBRUARY 6, 1912
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

At the wonthly meeting ol the Puke-
kura Park Board on Monday night,
there were present:  Messes, Harris
trard (in the chair) C. W, Govett, 5.
Percy mmith, W. L, Newman, I, Cock
and o, C. Hughes,

PARK SATURDAY.

On the :notiou of Mr. Huglies, sec-

onded by Mr. Smith, it was decided

that i Saturday  subseription
be undertalen, with a view to raising
Tsas  for the board, oand thie e
chairman  and  Messrs.  Smith  and

Hughes be a committer from the board
te aet 1 eonjuncbion with owners,
WANTON  VANDOALISAM.

The custodian (dr. W, W, =mith)
reported  that soaie short tie  back
ke had planted on the island, at the
head of the lake, sixteen Paratawhiti
feras, and that thirteen of these had
had the tops cub off and the roots
sieien, only three heing leit,  The
members pieseut espressed a wish that
the newapapers wonlkd eall atteation
to this with a view to finding oo the

thiet,
GENTERAL,

On the motion of Messrs, Smith and
Goverl, tne secretary  was ausiructed
to write o the Acelimatisution So-
ciety, asking thew to remove the hateh-
ing ponds now that they lLave ceased
asing them, and to pul the ground in
arder, On Mr, Govett's recommendu-
tion, it was decided that the custodian
sibmit to the bourd a scheme for im-
proving the sppearsuee and draining
the piece of land at present cceupied
by the tish ponds,

The svercinry (Mr. E,. H, Tribe)
reported that he had written to the
gaol authovities applying for the ser-
vices of six prisoners to be employed
in the Paric cutting out noxious weeds,

The secretary alse veported that the
bank overdraft stood at £146 Dy dd,
and that the outstanding  accounts
amounted to L33 Is 3d. It was re-
solved that owing to the strained
financial position of the board, the
nccounts be held over uniil the result
of the proposed Saturday collection is
known,

NOTICE OF MOTION.

A notice of motion, to he cousidered
at the next meeting of the board, was
brought forward by Mr. Goveit as fol-
lows: et That this board, having for

{
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TDN, FEBRUARY 12, 1912
SMITH ON BOTANICAL EXPEDITION

Mesars, Donald Petrie. Auckland (ex-
chief inspector of schools)., with Mr.
Murdoch Fraser and Mr. W. W, Smith
(curator of Pukekura Park) has been
on a botanical exploring visit to Mt. Eg-
mont. The party, which returned at the
latter end of last week, succeeded in dis-
covering severa] specimens unknown and
undeseribed. It was found possible to
“do” only a portion of the reserve, which
is perhaps the most attractive hunting
ground in the Dominion for hotanists.

TDN, FEBRUARY 14, 1912
PARK SATURDAY INTRODUCED

The Park Saturday subseription move-
ment was the subiject of discussion at a
meeting of ladies held on Monday after-
noon at the Town Hall. There were
also present: Mr, Ford (chairman of the
Pukekura Park Board), and Messrs.
Perey-Smith and R. C. Hughes. Satur-
day, March 2, was appointed for the
appeal to the public. 1t was decided to
invite all ladies interested in the moye-
mont to meet on Friday, the 23rd inst.,
at the Town Hall to make the final ar-
rangements. At the conclusion of the
preliminary meeting Mr. Percy-Sinith
mmvited those present tec join him at
afternoon tea at the “Kia Ora” tea
rooma.

TH, FEBRUARY 17, 1912
SWIMMING SPORTS SUGGESTED

[ hear that & suzgestion has been
mide that the Pukekura Park Board
arrmige for swimming sports to he held
in the Park in aid of its funds, 1f 1s
some time sinee sports of this kind were
held in the Park, and it is surprisimg
that the suggestion has only just come
forward, Swimming carnivals are very
popalar with the public, and the fach
{1t one is to be held in the most teau-
tifal gardens in New Zealand, if not m
Australasin, should alone draw a big
crowd., The hind’s services could alsa
be seeured, sud the publie are always
ready to po and listen to their fine
band, 1 think the board is on the izlt
track to increase its funds, and the car-
rival is sure to be a success,
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TDN, FEBRUARY 23, 1912
TALK RE HANDING PARK TO
COUNCIL

An effort is being made by the Pukekura
Park Board to raise a little money, and
a meeting of citizens is called for to-
night to make arrangements for insti-
tuting a Park Saturday subscription.
We hope the meeting will be largely at-
tended, and the movement heartily sup-
ported. The Park funds are at a very
low ebb, and if the maintenance work is
to be continued additional money must
The borough subsi-
dises the grounds to the extent of £150
a year, and this is practically the only
revenue, for voluntary
amount to but lttle during the year.
With the slender resources it is really
rcmarkable what ia done in the grounda.
In its curator the Board has a jewel,
It is really only by dint of his industry,
knowledge and general capacityy that the
grounds are maintained in the way they
are. But it is mot fair to Mr, Smith
ov the grounds that he should have to
slave nine ot ten hours a day' and de
Iaborer’s work. There should be quite
wenough to keep him employed in super-
vising, designing and adding to the beaun-
ties of the already beautiful place. What
we would like to see done is te place
| Mr. Smith in charge of all the town’s re-
serves ands scenic spots, and’ a compe-
tent stafl available to carry ,out the
maintenance work. - To do-this it would,
|of eourse, be necessary to alter the con-
i stitution of the Park Board, bringing it
into line with the democratic spirit ef
the time, and, if necessary, under the
control of the municipality. ' As at pres-
ent constituted, it id out of ‘touch with
the people. “The members may have
done good work in the past; indeed,
t;hey must have, or the grounds would
not be in the condition they are to-
day, but if theéy offered themselves for
election now the majority of them would,
we think, be superseded by more ener-
getic men. The upkeep and improve-
inent of the Park are fair charges on the
borough funds, and weré the Board dif-

be forthcoming.

subsgeriptions

'of the upkeep.

y materialistic services!.

ferently constituted we would strongly
urge the Council bearing the whole cost
The Park is one of the
town’s greatest assets and attractions
and should receive the same’ attention
at the hands of the Counecil as its more
In other parts of
the Dominion, boroughs, recognising the
value of breathing spaces and beauty
§pots, are only too pleased to bear the
.cost entailed. Without real representa-
tion on the directing board—and the
present representation is not real—how-
ever, it iz not fair to ask the Council to
do more than it is at present, except per-
haps to subsidise the Board's revenie
‘£ for £, to a greater extent thin the
present subsidy, thus making the Board
hustle more than it has been accus-
tomed to in the past. Perhaps the Board
will recognise that it has outlived its
-usefulness and be ready to fall into line
with the spirit of the times. .If it is
wise it will do so without delay. In the
meantime we hope the public will re-
spond to the effortsa the Board is now
making, roll up at to-night’s meeting,

land do their “littie bit” towards their

own Park, the most beautiful of the
kind, if we are to believe visitors, to- be

found anyﬁhere in the wide waorld,



TDN, FEBRUARY 24, 1912
TALK ON HANDING PARK TO
COUNCIL

SHOULD IT BE CONTROLLED BY
THE COUNCIL?
MR. W. T. JENNINGS TAKES A HAND.

The proposal, broached in yesterday
morning’s Daily News, to radically alter
the comstitution of the Pukekura Park
Board, was introduced Ly Mr. W. T.
Jennings at a meeting held last evening
in connection with Park Saturday. He
said the Borough Council should be re-
sponsible for the up-keep of the grounds,
While realising the very great care givon
to the park by Mr. Smith, he thought it
was a pity that charity should always
have to be invoked, 1f q larger section
of the ‘general public had attended the
meeting he would have moved that a
deputation should wait on the Borough
Couneil, asking it to take over the con-
trol and up-keep of the park. He had no
desire to refieet on the devoted labors
of the Park Board, He failed to see why
the hurden of finance should remain on
the shoulders of 2 few. -

NO TIME FOR THE €OUNCIT..

The suggestion of municipal control
was opposed by the echairman (Mr.
Percy-Smith). The matter, he explained,
would come up for consideration soon by
the board, but he was quite sure that
members would be opposed to handing it
over to the borough, (Hear, hear.)
Members of the board gave both their
means and their time to the work, and
he thought that the public generally
would not approve of the Borough Coun-
cil taking over the reins.

The Rev. Osborne also opposed the
proposal, saying that the people had only
to look at the disgraceful condition of
Liardet street to oppose handing over
the Recreation Grounds te the Couneil’s
care,

THE PUBLIC'S LAST CHANCE.

According to Mr. Gevett, the question
of change of control had been put before
the board, but it had been considered
that before it passed an opinion the pud-
lic should have an opportunity to sub-
scribe. The way they subseribed would
be an indication whether or not the
board should ask the council to take
charge. In speaking in favor of the
board, he remarked that that body had
made the grounds the pride of New Zea-
land. Summed up, Park Saturday would
veally be a test question, to a great
extent. The hoard could not earry on
unless there was an improvement in the
public support.

In the opinion of Mr. Hughes, the
ceuncil was mnot the preper body to
manage a concern -of that kind. What
was required was people who had their
hearts in the work, and who by some
sort of training were fitted for the work.
Following on the article in the Daily
News he trusted that if the question was
considered the constitution of the hoard
would be altered to the extent of making
the body consist of five elected and five
nominated members,

The chairman was opposed to the mat-
ter being further considered at what he
deseribed as a meeting which was called
to arrange details of collecting, and the
subject was not further pursued,

Bi EISEORY

TH, FEBRUARY 26, 1912
GOVETT LETTER ABOUT PARK
CONTROL

(To the Iiditor.)

Sir,—You have been so liberal in ad-
vocating the cause of the board that
do not hesitate to invoke your services
again. There is at .the present time
an overdraftt of about £160, guaranteed
jointly and severally by the members
of the board. The custodian’s salary
is a very low one, and we have not
ehough money to supply labour to keep
up the grounds, leaving out of the ques-
ticn several necessary improvements.
It is a long while since any very urgent
appeal has been made to the publie,
aud perbaps In consequence of this a
number of those who used to be regular
subseribers have dropped out. Bazaars,
concerts, shows, and entertainments
might be suggested, but all of these
give a great deal of trouble and cost a
lot in preliminary expenses. ‘‘Park
Saturday'® will bo very hard on the lady
collectors, but it is the most economieal
way of raising money, and it is hoped
that it will prove a success. I am caou-
fident, too, that many who could not
afford to be annual subseribers at 10s
will see their way to be regular sub-
seribers of less amounts, and our young
men will, T trust, feel they are on their
mettle,  Notice of motion has been
given that the hoard must seriousiy
consider the question of thrawing the
up-keep and management of the Park
upon the borough, and there is a great
deal to be said in favour of this; but,
on the whole, T think it would he a
retrograde - proceeding., and one that
should only be adopied as the last re-
source, when all others have failed. The
public ought to recognise that the Park
is being gradually transformed, and
that so long as changes are going on
it is desirable to have @ contmuous
hody with a more ar less settled poliey,
and I very much doubt if any council
would ever be elected that woenld have
the personal knowledge and qualifica-
tions of those of the majority of the
members of the hoard, Three members
of the Borough Council are supposed to
act with the board and attend their
meetings, but it is very rarely indeed
that the whele (hree atiend, and some-
times none do, and we have no reason
to believe that the borough ecouncillur
of the future will be very different {rom
his predecessors.  During the last ten
or fifteen years legacies and donations
of fairly large sums have heen made,
nona of which would have heen made
to the Borough Couneil, and this is a
matter well worth considering before
making a change. Some plan must bhe
devised for keoping up the Park, which
is aue of the hest advertisements New
Plymouth possesses. It is unfertunate
that the average resident who has trav-
elled little is the person least ahic io
appreciate what a treasure we have, hut
even he must he waked up. Things
ecannot remain as they are, and unless
the hoard is supnlied with funds, it will
be forced to resien, and it is well that
the public should understand the pasi-
tion: and, as I said on anather occa-
gion, the snpport given next Saturday
will have to be treated as a vote of
confidenca or no confidence. ns the ease
may be. T helieve, ayself. that the hest
covrse is for the Borough Council to
strike a special rate and to eontinue
the nresent board, reinforced. as it is.
hv three members of the eouneil, and if
the public cee that the heard expends
a rveasonahle income nroperly it will
ihen, T think, supply it with “extras”
for further improvements.—1 am, eote.,

CLEMENT W. GOVETT.
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TH, FEBRUARY 27, 1912
PARK SATURDAY COLLECTORS

. At the meeting held last Friday even-
ing to arrange for a canvass of the town
in order to supplement the funds of the
Puokekura Park Board, tle following
districts were asgigned to the lady can-
vaszers who so kindly volunteered to
assist :—

No. 1.—Miss Devenish; Molesworth
Street, Buller Street, Oetavius Placo,
and Wnoleombe Terrace, from the Henui
River to the Huoatoki River,

No, 2.—Mrs. Daockrill; Gill Street
from the Henui River to the Huatoki
River.

No. 3.—Mra. Clarke: Devon Street

from the Henui River fo Gover Streel.

N 4.—The Misses Fonkes; Cour-
tonay, Leach, and Lemon Stroets. {rom
the Henui River ta the Hnataki River.

No. 5 —>Miss Stenhenson Smith and
Miss Churtie: Pendarves, Gilhert, and
Fillie Stroete, Carringtan, Vietoria, and
Mill Roads, and part of Linrdet Street,
all Iving hotween Gover Street and the
Huatolo River and north of Shertland
Strost

No. 6.—Mise Perey Smith: Pendarves
and  Gilhert Strests  between  Gover
Street and tha Henui River, and the
Avermie Road to Mr. Chiif's.

No. 7.—Mrs. Newman ; Rulkelay Ter-
race and Hine Strect from Belt Road
to the Railway Station.

No. 8 —2Mra. Back: St. Aubrn Street
(or South Raad) from Delt Road to the
Railway Station.

No. 0.—Mrs. Jnrv:; Yeounm Street
from Balt Roar to the [Muatoki River,
and parts of streets north of Manga-
tulkn Stream, and Ariki Street and
streets Iving sonth of Young Street,

No, 10.—)Ni=sa Tard; Devon Street
West from Belt Rond to Huatoki River.
and streets hetween Devon  Street,
Mangatuku Stream, and Ariki Street.

No. 11.—Mrs. Freeth; Powderham,
Vivian, and Fulford Streets, from Belt

oad to Huatoki River, with intersect-
in streets botween PYowderham and
Fulford Streets.

No. 12.—Miss Alice Tlemptan: Bul-
teel, Downe, and Barreit Streets and
Wallaca P’lace, between Belt Road and
the Huatoki River.

No. 13.—Mrs. Dockrill and 8. Percy
Smith; Devon Streee Jlast from Huatoki
River to Gover Street.

No. 14.--Miss lrene Fooio and Miss
Helon Cutficld; the late town district
of Fitzroy.

No. 15.—Mrs. Brown and Miss Siu-
clair: Vogeltown south of Shortland
Street.

No. 16.—2rs. Erlandson; St. Aubyn
Town District, from Belt Road to Motu-
roa, between Dovon Stireet west and the
. 1ch 8

No, 17.—Miss F. Perey Smith; Wes-
town and Frankivy Road inland of
Devon Street, and including Frankleigh
Park.

The stations of the itinerant lady
canvassers will be communicated to
them personally.

Tickets for lunch or afterncon iea,
together with collecting bhoxes and a
plan of each district, may be obtained
at Mr. Harris Ford's. Brougham Streot,
after noon on Wednesday.

His Worship the Mayor has kindly
placed his room at the Borongh Council
offices at the disposal of the lady can-
vassors on Saturday, March 2, and Mr.
Govett will be in attendance there from
4 p.m, to 6 p.m. to receive the boxes
on conclusion of the eanvass, and Mr.
R. . Hughes will be -at his office,
Brongham Street, from B to 9 p.m. to
receive any lnter boxes. Neceipts will
be piven to each lady for the smm col-
leeted.

If March 2 proves rainy, the collec
tion will tnke place the following Satur
davy. :



TH, MARCH 5, 1912
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly meeting of the Puke-
kura "ark Board was held at the Toewn
Halt on Monday night, Mr, . Ford
presiding, There were also present:
Messrs. 5. Perey Smith, €. W. Uovelt,
R. C. Hnghes, W, L. Newman., W. Am-
bury, H. Stocker, and E. H. Tribe
{seeretary). 4

An apology was received from Mr.

Corlcili.

THE TEA ROOM

AMr. J. €. Legg wrote that, having
road of the decigion of the board to have
the tea room epen cvery day, including
Sunday, he tendered his resignation as
caterer.

A long discussion ensned on the ques:
tion as to whether the tea rooms should
be open an Sundavs, wne it appeared
that the Loard had not come to any
actital decision on the matter, although
when it was discussad at the last meel-
ing of the hoard the epinion was ex-
pressed that it waould be advisable for
the room to be open on Sundays,

Mr. Ambury was sirongly epposed to
the tea rooms being opened on Sundays,
and expressed the epinion that such a
proposal would mees with a great deal
i opposition in the fown,

Erventually it was resolved thai Mr.
Legz's letter be acknowledged and that
he be infarmed that the board has never

rfated that the tea roome he kept
open on Sundays; nlzo that the hoard
do now call Tor applications from per-
sons willing to supply afterncon ten,
but that the question whether teas on
Sunday should be insisted npon be left
{4 a future mesting of the hoard, and
that in the meantime the chairman and
secrotary be authorised to make the
best arrangements pessible,

CITRATOR'S REPORT

Mr. W. W. Smith, euratar, reportad
that the work of the Park staff during
Jannary and Fehruary eamprised chiefly
mowing, grubbing gorse. and general
muintenance.  The hiph winds and
heary rains oceasionally eaused much
extra work in cleanime up after them.
Very little injury, however, resulted to
the vegetation in the Park, which was
looking very fresh and preen at the
present time. The only little damagn
from Sundas's high wind was the break-
ing of a heavy Limb off 2 pinus insignis
trer near the Carrington Road entrance.,
A local resident hard donated amother
five dozen roses to the Park. He (3Mr,
Smith) praposed to make another much
larger bed for their recoplion in the
valley near the tea ronms.  Between
the new vase bed and the new lake he
also propesed (o mtke a bed of native
veronicas, which work would greatly
improve the appesrance of the valley.
Mrs. Newton, of Moturea, had likewise
domated half a dozen new roses for the
iwil,  He asked the board to pay an
afficial visit to the Park to discuss cer-
tain proposed new work. Ho could fhen
suhmit a scheme for the alteration and
improvement of the present site of the
fish hatcherics as roquesterd hy the
board.

Mr. Smith was authorised to enpage
temporary assistance.

It transpited that Mr. Raby had also
made a contribntion, which took the
form of a packet of clematis seed.

Vates of thanks were accorded to tho
varions danors.

Mr., N. T MiTsaae wrote making a
suggestion which he thought wonid as-
sist thp hoard very econsiderably in the
maintenanee of the Park. The schome
came under his noties whilst living in
Christehureh, where Le helicved it was
a great sueeess.  Here a nnmber of husi-
ness men, instead of binding themselves
to a fixed annual denation towards the

;HP"” BEORY

unkerp of the grounds, enpage a casual
lahonrer to do a dax's wark in the park.
In this way the gardens tecoived same
material aesistance and perhaps a de-
serving ease of charity wos relieved,
Tt need not neceosearily he eharity, but
prehably many neanle wonld feel dis.
seend to donate in this way tawards the
Parle, At the same time he did not
think it would decrease the present
revenue in any way, and wonld perhans
givd peoplo a greater interest in the
park,

e, MIsane will be thanked for his
letier,

The Secretary reparted that that day
£131 16 had heen paid into the bank.
which brought the aceonnt in credit £28
Gs 84, and et the end of the meonth the
Iard wonuld receive £37 10s from the
Ttaronh Couneil, makine a credit bal-
anee of £65 165 81, There were ae-
commts, ete., entstanding  amountine
+a 060 25 Ad. which wonld leave a eredit
af ahont £5 145 8d at the end of March.

et

Miss Govett ......cooeeis B -
Miss Dora Bedford .
Miss B. Clarke ......
Miss Meta Ford ..
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Miss Whitton ......ccoeeees
Miss Sturtevant ...
Miss M. Fookes ....
Miss (. Fookes ....
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Mrs. Newman ....coveeees
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TH, MARCH 5, 1912
PARK SATURDAY TAKINGS

A GRATIFYING RESPONSE.

At the monthly meeting of the Puke-
kura Park Board held at the Town Hall
on Monday night, it was reported that
the Park Saturday collections had re-
sulted in £150 being raised. ' Members
referred in felicitous terms to the en-
thusiasm that was manifested by the
ladies who so kindly assisted in the
movement, and were gratified with the
liberal response that was made to their
appeal.

Mr. S. Percy Smith submitted the
following list showing the amounts
handed in by the various collectors;—

Included in the above sums are dona-
tions amounting to £1 and over from
the following:—Mrs. E. Douglas, Mrs.
S. Hooper, Mr. R. C.- Hughes, Mr. G.
W. Browne, Mr. R. Cock, Col. Ellis,
Mrs. F. G. Evans, Mr. A, Standish,
Dr. Leatham, Burgess and Fraser, Dr.
Home, Mrs. Cannell, Mr. G. H. Maun-
der, Mrs, K, T. Morshead, Mrs. Wm,
Bayly., Mr. and Mrs. Messenger, Mr,
A. (. Fookes and Mrs. Nicholson,

The board resolved :—*That _this
board desires to place on record its
hearty thanks to those who so freely
contributed to making Pulkekura Park
Saturday the eminent success it proved
to be, and espedially to.the canvassers,
to whose efforts—notwithstanding_the
inclement weather—were due the prinei-
pal success; and also to the Taranaki
Herald and the Daily News for their
able support of the cause, and to them
and‘to Mr. Thos. Avery for printing, to
Mr. Dingle, the Red Post Company,
Baker and Son, and Mr. T. Petty, for
supplying the collecting boxes, Mr.
West for printing the name on same,
to tho Mayor for the use of his room,
to those who gave special contributions,
o those who promised annual subserip-
tions, and finally to the general pubhc
for their liberal contributions, which
resulted in the addition to the funds of
the board of the handsome sum of £150.

Miss Devenish -....ocens S
Miss Belle Smith and Miss

CUTHIS  cevvnrerersneennneenn: 1014 6
Mrs. Montangue Avery an

Miss Avery .....oceeceenns 1315 2
Miss Margaret Cogkill .. 116 B
Mrs. Richard Jury ...... 113 9
Mrs. Back ...cocvvennnn 3-8 0
Miss E. Percy Smith 110 2
Miss M‘Kellar .......coeves 1 3686
Mies Harriet Old ......... 28 1
Mrs. Clarke ....cocee. 313 1
Miss Brewster .. =112 3
Miss Bewley .....cccocns T4 7
Mr. 8, Percy Smith . 4 0 1
Miss Foote ........... . 3 710%
Mise Cutfiald .........ccceeeeeeee. 3 9 9
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TH, MARCH 6, 1912
DONATION
The chairman of the Pukekura Park
Board acknewledges n handsome dona-
tion of the sum of £26 from the Hon.
Q. Samuel, M.L.C.,

TH, MARCH 6, 1912
FRIENDS OF THE PARK SUGGESTED

Sir,—Thoesitting of the Park Board is
over and 1 am teo late with my bril-
liant iden on how to keep up the Park
aud even improve it, so T appeal to you
to ventilate my plan in your columns.
Mr, N, B, MUssae has o good idea;
mine, I flatter myself, is better, for it
is to be o combination of pleasure anc
profit.  Here it is. Let us form o
practienl, aective Deantifving soeciely,
membersiip free.  This sceiety could
embrace all ares and both sexes. Tach
moember would provide his or her own
outfit: that would b spades, rakes,
sevilies, hoes, ploves, proning knives
and hooks, ete., cte. Now let na lorm
this saciety and offer its services to the
board under the direction of the enrn-
tor, say, every Thursday and Saturday
afternoons, whichever suited the mem-
bers, This socioty mighd take a little of
the attention from golf, cricket, foot-
ball. ote., hut then from the crowds
who g0 to “work’ at these recreations,
and more still from the greater crowds
who just go to look on, a few could cor-
tainly be spared for my plan for keep-
ing tha Park, aud ather heauty spots, 1
arder.  You, sir, will feal inclined, 1
expoect, to say that T am too practical,
Well, I eonfees to n bit of that. I feel
a little bit of pride when I look at a

bit of my own handiwork-—my very
own, 1f, on the other hand, 1 spend
time nt any of these games ahove

named, T ask myself, what do we see for
it the next day? Now try my plan. Let
the gentlemen “play” heartily at gar-
dening, pruming, weeding, clearing
paths, ete,, in the Park; let the ladies
prepare afterneon tea, and all togethor
Cwork' (plav), and tallk, and be merry,
Then next dov or vext Sunday take o
wilk round with their friends and say
with pride, “We did this!" And years
alter say, “We planted these trees, or
this hedee!" Why eannot this ha done?
I fear that many who see the common-
gomma of this plan think it too common.
They can swoat along the road wnder
a bundle of golf sticks, but not under a
rake or a hoe. Cast all such idens to
the wind, Take Shakespeare's motio:
T dare do all thot may bocome a man;
who dares do moere is none.' In the
face of ull these strikes the world over,
the day is coming when the gentes] man
will not bo the gentloman ; but the gen-
tleman will he first a man to do some
useful work in the world and yet be
rentle withal. To return to our topie,
if the board will take up my iden, o1,
better still, if you, sir, will take it up,
1 will promise to join aud do what nn
amatenr can with thoso awkward tools
I mention, or nny othors necessary, and

at the same time continun to he
A SUBSCRIBER.



TH, MARCH 9, 1912
HIGH SCHOOL SWIMMING SPORTS

The following s the programme of

TH, MAY 7, 1912
GOVETT DONATION

The chairman of the Pulielinra Park

the High Sehool swimning sports, 0 Doard begs to acknowledpe from Mr,
Be hoeld in the Pukekura Paek lake on ¢, W, Govett o donatien of £10 to

Thursday next, Marel 140 —

Sentor Championship.—23vds. Hyds;

1hwals, 220vdds,

Junior Championship.—25xds, S0yds,

100y s,
Upen

plates, Iarpds (new boys), relay roee
{pviwnasim  feamsh, crocodile roce,

> i VR
pick-n-hack  race, ald  boys race

1ifiveds

the hanrd’s funds.

Fvents.—alvds  open, 1008
open, 100xds open, 25xds apen, iweds
open, brenst slroke JUyds, baek stroke
9ovils, lopg dive, neat dive, diving Jor

TH, APRIL 1, 1912
FUNDRAISING

EMI’IRE THEATRE

GOOD TRIDAY EVENING,
Commencing at 8 o'clock.

GRAND SACRIED PICTURE
—— ENTERTAINMENT ——

In aid of the PUKEKURA PARK
FUNDS, -

NOTE.—In deferance to the wishes of
a number of intending patrons, it has
heen decided to delete from the pro-
gramme the film ecntitled “The Life of
Christ.”” The programme will consist
of a very beautiful selection of appro-
priate pictures in harmony with the day
and there will bs nothing to offend the
religious seruples of the most sensitive.

Prices: 1s aud 6d.
a704

TH, MAY 16, 1912
SMITH'S KIWI BREEDING

Mr, W. W. Smith, curator of Puke-
kura Park, has had under his care a
number of kiwis including a couple of
youngsters about twelve months old
whick he had reared. A few days ago
Mr. Smith tock a [riend to seo the
kiwis and was astonished to fiud oue
of the youngsters dead. It had been
attacked by u weasol evidently only a
short time ?)eforo Mr. Smith discovered
it, because the flesh was still warm,

TH, APRIL 10, 1912
SLIPPERY PATHS

A correspondent who is at present on

a visit to New DPlymouth writes p{imtj
ing out the somewhat dangerous nalure
of the footways in Pukekura Park aiter

rain. He states that on Sunday last,

owing to the slippery nature of the
ground, several falls occurred, but for-
tunately muddy garments and mild
seares wern all that befel the unfor-
continues
our correspondent, “‘that such a fav-
gurite and beautiful resert should not
hoe provided with footways that ean be
negotinted on moist as well as dry

1

tunates. It eecms a pily,

days.”?

TH, APRIL 12, 1912
GIFT OF KIWI

The Pukekura Park Board wish to
aclknowledge the gilt of a kiwi from Mr.
Marfell, of Toko.

TH, APRIL 26, 1912
TEA ROOMS UNDER NEW CONTROL

The Pukekura Park Board has placed
the control of the tea rooms under new
management, and tea in future will be
provided every fine day from 11 am,
until 4.30 pam. Visitors, therefore, can
always rely upon courteous attention to
their requirements during these hours,

Bi EISEORY

TDN, MAY 21, 1912
ANELD AL MEETING,

The weather militated against the at-
tendince al the anmual meeting of the
Pukekura Park Board last night, in the
Mayor's room, only eight members be-
ing present, Mr, Harris Ford was in the
chair,

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT.

Vurions matters of importance were
Louched wpon by the chairman  (Mr,
I'ord} in his anual review of the opera-
tions of the Board. In congratulating
the Board wupon its improved finaneial
position, he remarked that it was wholly
due to the splendid vesponse by the
public to its appeal in the shape of a
Saturday colleetion, which realised £164
15 64, As o result a debit at the bank
of L£121 on April 1, 1011, had been con-
vertud into a eredit of €34, ab the end
of fwelve months, @ marked contrast to
the state of afluivs which had prevailed
for many years past. It was intended
Lo vy out daving the present winter
a number of long contemplated improve
ments, including the laying out of a
wider and betler path (with suitable
gates) from the Vogellown entrance,
with the financial assistance of Vogel-
town residents, a general repairing of
the works all through the Park, and
the construction of a lawn or shrub-
hery on the site of the disused fish-rear-
ing ponds. The reclaimed swamp near
the tea-rooms would be converted into
flower beds and a rosery, the plants for
the latter being donated by one of the
local townsmen who had on several pre-
vious oceasions similarly assisted the
Board by valnable anonymous gifts. At-
tention had been recently drawn to the
untidy and badly kept condition of the
Sports Grounds, and it was to be hoped
that the committee in whose charge it
was would see thut the whole area was
thoronghly cleaned up at an early date,
Concluding, Mr. Ford expressed his ob-

Hgations to hoth the ecurator (Mr.
Smith) and the Dbon. secretary (Mr,

Tribe) for their valuable aid in carrying
out the Board's wark.

The report wag adopted, and Mr. Ford
was heartily thanked for his services.
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CURATOR'S REPORTS.

In a resume of the work done during
the last twelve months, the curator (Mr.
W. W. Smith) noted that over twelve
months had been devoted to the general
cleaning and keeping in order of the
more important and most frequented
parts of the Park. 1Tn April and May
nearly two months were spent in mowing
all the grass walks along the hillsides
and around the valleys, and in weeding
around the yvounger trees. The mildness
of the previous winter and warmth of
the summer following, with the plenti-
ful and mild rains in the autumn, pro-
dueced great growth of weeds, especially
the naiive convolvulus. He had removed
the small hridges between the island and
the walk around it, but their removal
did not prevent some nnserupulous per-
son or persons from getting on the
island and removing the plants, and tak-
ing enttings from the rarer shrubs. All
the native trees and tree-ferns planted
on the banks along the extension of the
upper lake at the head of the Park
were making rapid growth. The exten-
sion was now quite a pieturesque fea-
ture of the Park when viewed from To-
tara Hill, overlooking it, During the
year several ladies and gentlemen had
generously donated plants and seeds
and various sums of money, with which
to purchuse others for the Park. Mr.
Smith also drew attention to the great
growth of the general vegetation in the
Park. The caretaker also spoke of the
possibility of having the valuable flag.
stafl erected in the sports ground. Af
present it was deeaying on the ground,

Mr. Smith also submitted a report on
the work done since the Board’s official
visit on March 10, in the course of whieh
he stated that a considerable quantity
of trees had been cut down on the
city lake, leaving quite an unsightly
sight. A fine tree along the Wades-
town walk had also been eut down. He
wished to emphasise to the Board that
this was quite unwarrantable. Should
such work continue to be permitted it
would soon reduce the park to a wilder-
ness. The Board members were, he felt
sure, aware that there were many pub-
lic parks rising with the many young
towns of the Dominion, all earnestly
striving to outdo ench other in af-
tractiveness and heauty, Nothing, there.
fore, but continuous and extensive
planting of the best {rees and ferns
would enable Pukekura Park to main-
tain its premier position and world-wide
reputation as the most beautiful in Aus-
tralasin. Should any future work be
authorised by the Board he asked that

he should be advised hefore it was un-
dertaken.

Votes of thanks were aecorded donors
of money and kind, and to Mr. Saun-
ders, of the Empire Picture Theatre, for
giving a benefit entertainment in aid of
the Board’s funds. -

THE FINANCES.

The statement of finences disclosed
that during the year donations bad in-
eveased by £32, the receipts from the
donation boxes in the Park bemng 10s,
while the annual subseriptions had
dropped by £7. At the present there
was a eredit balance of £30 11s 0d,
which amount would be inereased mext
month by £37, representing subsidy
due from the Borough Couneil,

In view of the small attendance, the
meeting adjourned for a month.



TH, MAY 21, 1912
A.G.M CURATOR’S REPORT

The enrator (Mre. W, W. Smith) sub-
mitted o weneral summary of the work
completed in the park during the last
twelve montlis, noewrelully exatnin-
inir his diary lie noted that over cight
mounths were devoted to the general
clening and keeping in order the more
importent and mest frequented parts
of tho park. In April apd May ihey
spent newly the two peonths in mowingz
all the grass walks along the hill sudes
and around the valleys, and in weeding
ground the yvounger troes, The mild-
ess of the previous winter and warmth
of the summer following, with the plen-
gifn) and mild rains in the autwne, pro-
duced great growth of weods, more
especinlly the native eonvelvuls, which
climbed “over and iujured nearly all
vegetation nnless it was vigorously sup-
pressed.  The first week in June wis
devoted to cleaning and planting Tecns
ot the large i::‘truuf at the head of the
larpe lake. They were procured with
other pative trees and shrubs from
Ratapibipibi bush by permission of the
Commissioner of Crown Lands: Filteen
voune horse-shoe ferns were proen.ed
at the Whitecliffs, Of these, he re-
pretted to suy, bwelve had boen remaved
frem the island. Other woung planis
of this heautiful Fern growing in other
parts of the park had also been re-
moved. The various plauts remaining
on the island comprised ibirty-seven
species of native forns, They cottinned
to make vigorous prowth, and were be-
coming typieal specimens,  They had
now regnoved the sniall bridzes between
the istand and the walk sround it, but
their removal did not prevent some nn-
scrupnlous person or persons from gei-
ting on the island and removing the
plants and taking euttings from the
rarer shrubs. Nearly a week was oecu-

ied in making the ruse-bed and in en-
arping the two beds of native plants
and carting soil thereto near the pea-
eocl house, The rose plants had grown
and Bloomed with exceptional vigour.
They had given a fow hours oceasionally
tn making the new and larger bed near
the tea rooms., When completed the
plants will be removed to it and added
to six dozen new plants prescuted to
the haard. He proposed to moke the
ol bed one of ornamental foliaged
plents, which should do alike well in
the sheltered aspect and in the deep
and specially prepared soil. In the
menth of Tuly a private gentleman had
paid the expenses of hiring n cart ta
enahle them to procecd to Ratapihipihi
to procure young plants for the patk,
They precured abont 300 plants of vari-
ous ages, and eomprizing abont foriy
spucies. The larger plants were plani-
e on the slopes and in the bush, whilst
the seedlings were still in the nursory,
The latter had grown well, and were
now availible for planting during the
eoming winter monkhs. All the native
trees and tree-ferns plinted on the
banks along the extension of the upper
lake at the head of the park were mak-
ing rapid growth. The extension was
now quite a picturesquo feature of the
ek when viewod from Totara lill over-
aoking it. The 280 young tree-ferns,
compricing four species, planted in all
Purbu of the purk during last winter,
ad all more or less alen grown well,
During the year soveral ladics and gon-
tlemen hnd generously densted plauts
and seeds and varions sums of meney
with which to purchase others for the
park. Mr. Raby, of Rerekapn, and hia
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two young brothers, had heen most nasi-
duona in this respect. Mr. Petrie, of
Auckland, nnd Mr. Fonwiel, of Dun-
odin, had recently donnted rare pative
plants, which were not hitherte in the
park collection. In Octeber Mr. Bealo
Egnn:'nusljf took several of the netice

ards to his home wnd painted them
afresh, He had received a sackful of
mixed bulbs from some unknown donor.
There wers two mattors which he des
gired to report o the board-—one an
unpleasant one, the athor a very plois-
ant feature of the purk's progress.
Wivat, he reforced to s number of visi-
tors who continued to bring dogs to the
piark. Dogs wore at all times o parious
nieniee to the woll-being nnd Eninencss
of the water fowl. OF the litter they
had now 44 dozon henlthy birds, See-
ondly, he would mention the prest
growth of the goneral veyctation in the
park. Owing to the two %uto hamid and
mild winters in. succession, with the
Inte ceol summer, the prowth of all
classes of plants had been gnite pheao-
menal, He agnin asked i thore was no
possibilivy af hoving the valuable [ag-
sbalf erocted in the sports ground. [t
was decaving Iving where it was at pre-
sant, and required painting.  With the
bonrd's permission e wonld personally
thank the numercus ludies and pgentle-
men who had assibted him with dena-
tions ol plants, seeds, and sums of
money te enhance the beanty of the
pirk and assist in its progress during
tha fnst twolve maonths.

TH, MAY 21, 1912
PLANT DONATIONS

M, W, W, bmuutn, curator of Puke-
leura Park, reported tbat during the
lagt two months he had received pack-
ages of native plants new to the Purk
from Mr, George Fenwick (of Dunedin),
irom  Mr. Corkill, and from three
anonymous donors, The latter pack-
ages came from Te Kuiti, Feilding,
wned Urenni respeetively.  These had
been planted in several parts of the
I'ark, together with 100 young tree
forns und 150 young puriri trecs o vear
old, They had also planted a large
guantity of nikau and karalka seeds 1
the bush and under the pine trees to
rostore the bush in the latter case.
Hearty votes of thanks were accorded
the various domors mentioned in the
curator's report, and also iv Mr, C. D.
Husband, of Raglan, who had forward-
ed a specimen of rare dwarf flax from
the Karioi Mountain, and to Mr. T.
Yaleoner, of Kaipikari, for a nice lot
of paratawhiti ferns,

TDN, MAY 21, 1912
PARK CONSIDERING TAKING
SPORTS GROUND BACK UNDER
THEIR CONTROL

_The megretlable state of the recrea-
tion reserve in Pukekura Park, which is
under the control of the Sports Com-
mittee, was referred to at a meeting of
the Park Board last evening..The sub-
ject was broached by Mr. l'g ¢ Hughes,
who said that for some time past he
had felt that the committee had lost its
usual energy. He added that ita funds
had been lessened by some of the prin-
cipal foothall matches being held at
other places. “Tt seems,” he remarked,
“that we cannol go on as at present.
The grounds are in a bad state and the
rent is about £50 in arrears.” He
therefore suggested that a committee
should be set up to consider the question
of the Board resuming possession of the
ground, in order to “make something
out of it Tn this comnection, he re-
called how, when the control diverted
from the Beard, the ground was paying
its way. Members, while unanimous that
the ground was sadly out of order, were
inclined to the opinmion that the Sports
Committee should be given an oppor-
tunity of improving its finances, At the
same time the Board held that it was
imperative that something should be
done immediately, otherwise in a couple
of years there would be no grounds left.
It was estimated that at the present
time it would cost fully £100 to level
and top-dress the ground. Mention was
also made of the neglected state of the
terraces. Under the circumstances Mr,
Hughes, who, in cemmon with other
members, was entirely sympathetic with
the committee in its position, agreed
not to press his suggestion. Eventually
members delegated Mr. H. Ford to inter-
view the committee, with a view to
deciding upon some line of action at the
next meeting of the board.
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TH, MAY 21, 1912
UNAUTHORISED TREE CUTTING

In a report to the Pukekura Park
Board on Monday night Mr, Smith,
custodian, asked if the board had lately
authorised anyone to cut down and re-
nove trees from the Park. Somnecne
had eut down the only tree—a [ine
voung one-of about 15ft, high—of Pinus
Jeifreyii on the side of the Vogeltown
walk, 1t grow 4ft. back from the
walk and was the only one of these fine
ornamental pives in the Park, A con
siderable quantity of Kuramus and
Benthamias were also cut down pear
the lily luke, leaving quite an unsightly
gap. Such work he would emphusise
as quite unwgrrantable, and sheuld
such a state of things continue to be
permitted it would soon reduce the
Park to a wilderness, The bourd mem-
bers, he felt sure, were aware that
there wero mauy public parks rising in
the many younyg towns of the Dao-
minion, all earnestly striving to outdo
each other in attractiveness and beauty.
Nothing, therefore, but continuous and
extensive planting of the best native
irees and ferns will enable Pukekura
Park to maintain its premier position
and world-wide reputation as t}m most
fawntifiyl in. Australasin, Sheuld any
future work be authorised by the hoard
he usked that he shéuld be advised
Gefore 1t was undertaken, 1t transpired
that the Waramus had been cui down
by cne of the members of the board,
who explained the reason for his action.
This, however, did not appear to meet
with the approval of other memnhbers,
who were evidently of opinien that the
curntor's duties snould not he inter-
fored with in this manper. No ex-
planation was forthcoming concerning
the specimen pine, and it was agrce{l
that the police be ushked to use every
sndeavour to trace the person respon-
sible, with a view to proceedings being
tuken.

TDN, MAY 21, 1912
WATER-FOWL IN THE PARK

Dogs in parks, churches, and other
public places are not to be tolerated, but
both the canines and many of their
owners fail to realise thizs fact. In a
report to the Pulcekura Park Board last
night, the curator (Mr. W. W. Smith)
referred to the mumber of visitors who
continued to bring dogs into the park,
Dogs were at all times a serious menace
to the well-being and tameness of the
water-fowl, of which there are now 54.



TDN, MAY 27, 1912
THE PARK BOARD'S STRICTURES,

SPORIS COMMITTEE ON THE
DEFENCE.

At its last meeting, the Pukekura
Park Board tock the sports committee
to task, alleging that the Sports (er
Reereation) Ground was in a lamen-
table position, through neglect on that
body's part. According to one member,
the committee had lost its wonted energy.
Another thorn in the -ide of the Board
appeared to be that the rent payable by
the committee was £50 in arrears, The
committee, a purely voluntary body, re-
sents fhese strictures, and its statement
of the case puts ancther complexion on
the state of affairs.

“BARKING UP THE WRONG TRETE.”
i Yesterday, a News reporter questioned
Mr J. Clarke, secretary of the committee,
on the subject. Mr, Clarke was emphatic
that the Board was barking up the
wrong tree, and he added that there
were several factors to be taken into
consi’eration. The foremost was the
state of the ground—if it could be ealled

such-— when the committee took it in

hand, Matters, he said, were brought
to a head as the result of the English
reprisentative  foothball mateh  which
was played on the ground in 1904, At
that time the reserve was often almost
knee deep in mud, Combined with this,
was the knowledge that the Rughy Union
had taeitly decided not to play any more
matches on the ground, wntil it was
brought into line with the require-
ments of Rughy. The outcome was a
conference of sports bodies, which ulti-
mately gave birth to the Sports Com-
mittee,

WHAT THE COMMITTEE HAS
DONE.

Mr Clarke here went on to say that
the Park Board appeared to have en-
tirely overlooked the fact that, since
its inception, the committee had expen-
ded over £2000 in improving, or, rather,
muking, the ground. It had enlarged
the ground by half a c¢hain all round,
and constructed terraces, o work of no
small magnitude. When it first leased
the ground there were practically no
terraces, or at least those in exisience
provided aceomnodation for only about
200 persons.  With the advent of the
committee, however, terraces had been
formed, which would seat 2000 specta-
tors, Under the terms of the lease, the
committee was bound to spend £1400
on improvements. Tt had gone further
than this, however, and had exceeded
the stipulated amount by fully £600.
Farthermore, by earrying out surface
work by day labor instead of by con-
tract, it had effected a clear saving of
£300.  Touching on another point, Mr
Clarke explained what was keeping the
committee hack now was the fact that it
was saddled with a loan of £400. pay-
able to the New Zealand Rugby Union,
Already £200 of the loan had been paid
off in yearly instalments of £50, and by
the end of the present foothall season
the debt would be further reduced to

£150.

REVEXUE NOT TO DLAME,

The trouble did not lie in the fact. as
gome people imagined, that there had
been o falling off in revenue, It had nol,
depreciated o any great degree. As a
matter of fact, the Park Board only
used to average about £80 a Year,
whereas the ground was bringing in
about £03 to the sports commitfee, The
position was, however, that the bulk of
the revenue had to meet interest and
rent charges. Taking last year's balance-
sheet, he pointed out that out of a
revenue of £104. £60 7s 1d had been
kwallowed up by repayment of loan and
interest to the Rugby Union, and £25
went in rent. The result was that only
£18 65 6d could be spent on up-keep.
The security held by the Union for its
loan of £400, comprised a £20 gunran-
tee by each of twenty ei'lns. Under
the circumatances, the committee looked
upon it as its duty to those publie-
spirited individuals to make the repay-
ment of the loan the first call upon its"
funds,

NO CAUSE FOR ALARM, !

Once the debt was paid off, the com-
mittee would, without an inerease in
revenue, be able to expend £1 a week
more on the up-keep of the ground than
its finances at present permitted. With'
& view to tidying over its present Qiffi-
culties, the committee intended™to en-
deavor to make New Plvmouth and its
reereation grounds the place of venue of
the second grade band contest, next
Christmas. Continuing, Mr Qlark remar-
ked that the committee would willingly
go out of office to-morrow but for the
fact that the whole of the loan was yet
to be paid off. It had, indeed, more {han
once discussed, the question of handing
back the ground to the hoard, hni mem.
bers had come to the conclusion that be-
fore such a step was taken the debt
would have to be wiped off, In view of
the fact that three or fyur representa-
tive Rugby games were 10 he played at
New Plymouth this year, the arrears
in rent did not trouble the committee.
Coneluding, Mr Clarke said that it must
be apparent to all that, with its chronie
state of impecuniosity the Park Board
would never have been able to spend
£2000 on improving the ground. For
the present, he had no fears as to the
future.

TDN, JUNE 3, 1912
MOVIE ABOUT PARK

THT EMPIRE PICTUREN.

The term musieal, as well as moving,
might well be applied to the pictures
screened at the Empire Theatre, With
the ever improving quality of the films
submitfed at this popular place of
amusement, the instrumental music has
by no means been permitted to lag be.
hind. On the oceasion of Saturday
night’s bi-weekly change of programme
the music was an entertainment in it-
self, one sclection in particular, “The
Lost Chord,” which was played as an
overture to the second half, quite taking
the audience by storm. Foremost among
the films was a loeal production portray-
ing the many scenic wonders of the New
Plymoubh Recreation Grounds., Al local
residents are familiar with the beauties
of Pukekura Park, but few have the
opportunity of such a minute and de-
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tailed exploration of its resources as
that afforded hy the cinematograph film
in question. If put on in other towns
in the Dominion the picture should prove
2 big advertisement of New Plymouth’s
superb garden.  The supporting films
comprised a varied colleetion, and in-
cluded fonr dramas of more than ordin-
ary interest. The photographie effeets
in one of these, “The Tittle Widow,”
were such as would almost seem to be
beyond the range of the camera, in-
volving, as they did, a realistic ship-
wreck and the perils of a raft hearing
the sole survivors, “The Vittle Widow”
has also o powerful, though not too far
fetched, vein of sentiment running
through it, A typieal “Wild West”
story was unfolded in “The Ranchmen’s
Daughter,” while “The Maid at (he
Helm” provided mueh food for reflection,
“Climbing the Ray” was an excellent
travel study, and in addition there was
the usual leaven of eomics, all up to
standard.

TDN, JUNE 25, 1912
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The Pukekura Park Board met last
evening. The members present were the
clhiairman (Mr, Harris Ford) and Messys,
C. W. Govett. Perey Smith, Corkill, G.
W. Browne, R. C. Hughes, F. Jackson,
Cock, W. Ambury and Newman.

The chairman reported that he had in-
terviewed the Sports Commitfee with re-
ference. to puiting certain repairs in
hand,  Matters, he stated, had been
amicably explained. The roadway inte
the grounds had Leen properly formed,
the hedges had been cut, and the com-
mittee was still continuing in the work
of eleaning up the grounds, In anawer
to & member, Mr. Ford said that no
mention had, been made of the back
rend. '

It was decided to usk the Borough
Couneil to give the Board the temporary
use of its employees for the purpose of
gravelling certain of the paths. The
gravel has already been provided.

CURATOR'S REPORT,

The report of the curator (Mr, W,
W. Smith) mentioned that about five
days would complete the cutting down
of the rank growth of brush wattles
growing around the upper side of the
new Iake in the ten-rooms valley, which
work would finish all that directed by
the Board three months ago. The staft
had been considerably hindered in the
progress of the work by wet and stormy
weather during the month, A month
ago he put in the steps at the haek of
the Cannon Hill, and had slightly altered
the grade of the walk leading up from
the top of the steps, and also that
around the back of the hill, The pond-
weed growing on the bottom of the
lower lake had been removed, and por-
tions of the upper lake, where the weed
was mnow appearing in considerable
patehes, wonld Dbe similarly treated,
Puring the month an anonymous lady or
gentleman had seet a small bundle of
native trees io the park, which had
been planted in the native bush,

The secretary reported that the Board
at present had a credit-balance at the
bank of £41 8s 3d.



TDN, JUNE 25, 1912
CHANGE TO BOARD MEMBERS

Mr. (. W. Govett was last night ap-
pointed chairman of the Pukekura Park
Board. A hearty vote of thanks was
accorded the retiring chairman (Mr. Har-
ris Ford) for the very keen interest he
had displayed in the welfare of the
grounds during his term of office,
Messrs, Perey Smith, Coek and Newman
were appointed an exceutive committee
to act with the chairman in dealing with
any urgent business, i

Mr. E. L. Tribe has resigned from the
secretaryship of the Pukekura Park
Beard. At last night's mecting of that
body a motion was passed making Mr.
Tribe a life member, and to the effeet
that his valuable services in the past
were worthy of commemoration. Th was
decided to ask Mr. (. H. Drew, who at
one time was seerctary of the Wanga-
nui Beautifying Soelety, or some cop
nate association, to Gl the vacaney.

TDN, JUNE 25, 1912
DEATH OF PEACOCK

The death of the peacock at Puke-
kura Park was reported by the eurntor
to the Board last evening, It was under-
going & severe moult, which it could not
overcome, THe had wrilien to two gen.
tleren with & view to sccuring another
bird, as the peacock was plways an at-
traction to young visitors ‘o the park,
All the aequatic fow! were in an ex-
cellent conditlon at present.

TDN, JUNE 31, 1912
BOARD TO APPOINT AN INSPECTOR

Under section 10 of the Taranaii
Botanic Garden Aet the Pukekura Park
Board has power to make Ly-laws for
the safety and preservation of {he
grounds and the conduct of visibors. In
a letter to the Borough Council point-
ing ouf this fact, Mr. C. W. Goyett
(chairman of the Board) remarks that
it is motorious that far some years past
the by-laws lhave not been properly ob-
gervell, and the whole community has
suffered in consequence. The Board con-
siders, he adds, that if some person like
My, B Tippins (the borough inspector)
was appointed few offences would he
committed and the offenders would prob.
ably he diseovered amd dealt  with,
e had seen Mr. Tippins, who lag ex-
pressed  his willingness to ack as in-
speetor on bebalf of the Roard, without
remuneration, provided the Council will
give it consent to the appointment. In
agking Lhe Conneil to agree to the ap-
pointment, Mr, Govett points out that
the grounds are the properly of the
public and may possibly, at some future
timo. he vested in the Couneil.

;HP"” BEORY

Joeated ?

TH, JULY 5, 1912
NESTING HABITS OF THE KIWI

(To the Editor.)}

Sir,—May I again solicit a gemerous
favour from you by. graoting me space
in the widely and far circulating Bud-
get to make inquiries from your numer-
oils repders in Tarannki on certain
important phases of the kiwi's nesting
habits. For several years I have beeu
experimenting with a number of these
remarkable birds living in captivity.
But, slthough 1 have had excellent re-
sults ‘on the lines I have worked with
the several birds 1 have experimented
with, I have, up to the present, found
it extremely difficult to make them lay
and hiatch ‘their egps in captivity. The
diffieulty is probably due in some
measure to the lack of certain foods
which thoy obtain in their wild state
being lacking in foods supplied to them
in confinement. Apart from this bemng
perhaps the primary cause, tho next is
the- difficnity. of-mating -them.” -The dfe-
wale kiwi’ is generally a-haughty and
tyrannical lady, at least in private re-
tirement, and does not readily cotton
to suitors. I hava introduced three dif-
ferent but handsome males in three
woeks to a fine female which 1 possess.
In each ecase no sconer did she leave
ther place of concealment in the evering
than she, like Bluebeard, “smelled flesh
in the house,”’ and procecded- to find
it. When found she would raise her
hody and neck, not very gracefully, to

their full height and growl and shap

her lung bill. fiercely, meanwhile vigor-
ously’ 'fﬁi{:king ‘‘ber! .would-be suitors
around - Her” compartment. - But when
she.mads love and. nested and laid the
hbge leges, the male took.a turn ‘at
the kicking nnd kicked her off the mest
and ' took possession of the'ezgs, and
earnestly set to work, hatching them.
Hera acain we have a'curious anomaly
in bird Lfe. In hotching the ‘eges he
sat across them with his long bill in-
serted ‘an inch into the sail to steady
himself. This is apparently a fairer or
more equal division of labour than that
wactised. by, many other species of
irds. . The kiwi, indeed, in every con-
ceivable phase of its being and existence
is.the preatest feathercd snomalr and
ornithological preblem the world has
ever knewn. Being strictly oocturnal
in its habits, it is somewhat difficult
to fully work out and elucidate each
hase of its nature under artificial con-
gitians. I have, however, obtained good
results by using a dim artificial  light
in their houss whon the birds wero feed-
ing and .otherwise active during the
evening. Many of their tactics are not
merely anomalotus, they are grotesque
and comjeal. But much remaiuns to be
done to fully elucidato the habits of
the kiwi in its native state. 1In the
multitude of earnest settlers and bush-
men there must be much wisdom gained
by observation respecting the lowi in
Taranaki. To those who have been for-
tunate enough .to. meet with kiwis in
the updermentioned cirqumstances, I
should feel extremely grateful to them
were they to kindly afford me any in-
formation regarding  the following
queries:—In what month have kiwis’
nests contsining eggs been met with?
How many eggs were in each nest? In
what - site- or sites were the nests
) In what month' have  young
‘kiwis of any age with or without their
parents been met with? At what alti-
tude on any of the ranges in Taranaki
have kiwis been heard or'seen? Any in-'
formation -as nearly precise_as possible
I may receive from any of the kindly
settlers, bushmen, or their children
anent these queries would be gratefully
and prumptﬂy acknowledged.—1 -am,

ete.,
W. W. SMITH
New Plymouth.
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TDN, AUGUST 6, 1912
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

MONTHLY MEETING.

The monthly mecting-of the Pukekura
Park Loard was heldt fast evening ‘in the
Municipal buildings. The president (M,
C. W. Govett) was in the chair, am
other members present weve: Messys, T,
Jacksen, Harris Ford, I'. P, Corkill, R. ¢,
Hughes, and Newmun,

The Borough Council intimated ite
willingness to allow Inspector Tippins to
ach as honorary inspector to the board,
s duti¢s to the horough, however, Lo
remain hiz first care,

The Ioard passed a motion aceepling
Mr. Tippins’ services, and instrueting him
bo prosecute all persons for breaches of
any of the by-laws excepiing that re-
lating o the prohibition. of any vehicle
within the confines of the pask, exeept-
g perambulators and babh chairs,

It was deeided to give public notice of
the appointment of Mr Tippins, so as,
a3 the chairman put it, to let them kuow
“that lie i3 on the war-path” A wesk
after the publication of the notice all
breaches of the by-laws will bo strietly
enforeed, ,

The board decided to aceept with
thanks the woffer of Messrs, Brooks and
Roebuck to ercet a chinmey to the tea-
house without charge, except for ma-
terials, the place of the chimney to be
appraved by Mr. . W. Browne.

GURATOR'S REPORT.

* In his monthly report, the eurator
(Mr. W. W, Smith) stated that al-
though the past month had been again
unfdvorable, he had, revértheless, made
betber progress than during any month
of the, past winter. A week was de
voled to the general cleaning of the
slopsy and walks, which were much
worse than usual owing to the preva
lence of high winds and heavy mains,
Part of the month had been taken up
in pemoving pipes and cleaning the fish-
races. It was also found mnecessary to
open the deep drain leading from the
upper lake fo the artificial waterfall,
and to remove the weeds choking it, so
as to obtain a better flow of water,
Mhis work was enly partially *finished,
but would be completed when the mow-
ing, grubbing, and burning in the wal-
ley, and planting the rose-bed were
finishod.  Mr. Upjohm, of Alired rond,
had presented the beard with a pack-
age of native plants for the park, all
very carefully dug up. They had been
planted on sites where they were most
required, An anonymous lady had also
pent & box of. daffodil and namcissus
bulbs, all of which had been planted in
euitable places, Notwithstanding the
strong winds of the past month, there
had been no damage done o the trees
or general vepetation in the park,

On the recommendation of the ecura-
tor, it was decided to rebain the gerviens
of the temporary assistant for anotlior
two weeks,

The board passed s motion heartily
t‘rtm.nking domators of trees and bulbs,
ete, '



TDN, AUGUST 6, 1912
DOGS KILLING BIRDS IN PARK

1% 19 appavently a visky thing {o be-
stow praise on doms. At o recont meot-
ing of the Pukekura Park Board canino
visitors to the park were being severely
“keel-hauded” on account of their de-
structive tendencies, when an interject-
ing member put in & good word for them,
tating hat they had aceonnted for
more than one ferret and sundry rate.
This was several wetks ago, and it now
appears that the canines were the re-
cipients of misguided sympathy, It was
reported to the board last ilight that
during the last month dogs had burst
through the wirenetting and demolished
bhree guinea fowls and partially ac
connted for a pea hen. ;

TH, AUGUST 7, 1912
PETER MADSEN BEQUEST

The Pukeknra Park Board wishes
to acknowledge a donation of £25 from
tho estate of the late Peter Mndsen.

TH, AUGUST 14, 1912
INSPECTOR APPOINTED

PUKERURA PARK.

T OTICE is hereby given that the
1L Board of Trustees for Public Re-
creation have appointed Mr. Benjamin
Tippins Iuspector with instructions ta
enforee by-laws and provisions of the
Taranaki Botanie Garden Aet, 1876.

C. H. DREW, Hon. See.,

d250 Pukekura Park Board.

TH, SEPTEMBER 4, 1912
TEA ROOMS OPEN ALL DAY

Arrangements have now been made
to have the refreshments reoms in
Pukekura Park open ail day, weather
ermitting.  Boup, tea and light re-
reshments will always be obtainable.

TDN, SEPTEMBER 11, 1912
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly tweeting of the above
Board was held in the Comneil Chambors
last evening, when there were present:
Messrs C. W, Govett (in the chair), €,
W. Browne, I, P, Corkill. 1. H. Ford, W,
Lo Newman, R, ¢ Hughes and C. 1L Drow
tseerefary),  Apologies were received
from Moessrs 8, Perey Smith and W, A
burv,

Mr. W, W, Smith, enrator to the
Board, submitted the following report:-—
“T am pleased to he able to Teport that
the last month has been the mest fav-
orable sinee March for making prowress
with the work in the Park.  The mow-
ing of the rongh grass and grubbing of
the gorse on the hills and in the valleys
Have now been eompleted.  Malf a day
will finish the work of burning the yub-
bish, when the Park should be compara-
tively free from the danger of five duy
ing the approaching swummer.  Sinee
completing the mowing and grubbing, the
work has been chiefly that of planting

BI EISEORY

and general cleaning,  The rose bed i3
now fully planted. and the terrace
aronnd it has been sown in lawn grass.
which is germinating perfectly. Some
valuable domations have been received
at the Park on behalf of the Board dur-
ing the month.  From Mrs, DBraseh, of
tatanui, §received a colleetion of prim-
ulas and polyanthus; from Mr. John
Wheeler, of Inglewood, a collection of
native plants, also  three seven-fool.
standard weeping ash trees.  The same
gentleman has also deposited a fine pea-
cock in the Park,  Mr. Sandford pre-
sented o colleetion of native plants and
one hundved plant labels. A private
gentleman presented five dozen rose
plantg; Mr. Venton, of Moturoa, sent
half-n-dozen  roses  and the Morshead
Nursery Co. 4wo dozen, all for the new
enlurged rose-bed,  Mr, Mace sent one
dozen mixed plants, and Mr, Lavard, of
Pungarehu, forwarded iree n large col
leetion of mixed plants,  An anonymons
donor also presented o collection of fine
voung native plants.  All the native
and mixed plants have been planted in
suitable places, and should do well after
the present seasonable weather. I would
Hke to remark that these donations all
form wvaluable and aeceptable additions
to the Park. I again regret to report
that the Park is not yet free from the
visits of flower stealers and dogs, Both
have been more or less a nuisance during
the pat month.”

It was resolved that the seeretary be
instructed to write thanking the donors
of plants.

A letter was read from Mrs, A, Cory.
in which she thanked the Hoard for the
erection of the new fireplace in the tea-
rooms, and stated that she alveady found
it a great improvement. She woulq
like to get the Board’s permission to
have a visitor's hook kept at the tea
rooms.  She would also like the interior
of the tea-rooms painted, at her own
expense.—It was decided to procure a
visitors’ book, to be kept at the tea-
rooms, and that the Board gladly con-
sents to Mrs, Cory having the interior
of the tea-rooms painted if she cared to
do so.

Mr., Tamiti Whanginui, on behalf of
the Taihaurn Sports Committee, of Bell
Block, wrote stating that it was the
intention of his committee to hold a
aports  gathering in  the Recreation
Grounds on December 10 next, and that
they wished to have a eanoe race on the
lake. They had already obtained the
permission of the Sports Committee to
hold their aports on the football ground.
and now awaited the sanction of the
Park Board to hold the canoe race on the
lake, and his commitbee asked for an
early reply, in order to get the canoes
ready.—IL was resolved that the Doard
grant, permission to hold a canoe tace
on the lake, subject to the following
conditions:—That a charge of 20 pet
cent. of the gross amount of the gate
money be made for the use of the
Sports Ground and the lake, and that
the Maori Sports Committee be distinet-
ly informed that in no case will anyone
be allowed to land on the islands on the
lake, The Board appointedl Messrs, C.
W. Govett and W. L. Newman to nct as
a sub-commitiee for the purpose of divid-
ing the 20 per cent, fees equally between
the Sports Committee and the Pukekura
Park Board.

After comsiderable diseussion, Mr,
Hughes' motion, “That members who
were in arrearz on September 1 he asked
for the subscriptions,” was adjourned to
next meeting.
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TDN, OCTOBER 8, 1912
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

Last night’s meeting of the Pukekura
Parlk Board was attended by the chair-
man (Mr. C. W. Goveit) and Messrs. C.
IL Drew (secretary), S. Percy Smith, 1.
0. Tord, I. P. Corkill, W. Newman, R,
Coek, F. Jackson, G. W, DBrowne and
R, C. Hughes.

At the Jast meeting of the Board the
question was raised as to whether the
borough subsidy to the Park would
pass the Government Auditer. Since
then the chairman had written to the
Hon. 0. Samuel acquainting him with the
position, and he handed the meeling a
lengthy reply received from that gen-
tleman. In it he pointed out that as
an alternative to a direet contribution to
the general funds of the Board, the bor-
ough had power, under the Act, to ex-
pend any portion of the district fund
in planting and tending trees, shrubs or
other plant on any lands not belonging
to private owners, or in any manner for
encouraging such planting.” As a result,
however, of Mr. Samuel’s intervention
with the Audit Department in Welling-
ton, all fear as to the withholding of
the subsidy has been removed, the dis-
triet auditor having waived his objec-

tion.
CURATOR'S REPORT.

The curator (Mr. W. W. Smith) re.
ported that the chief work of the Park
staff during September had been the
mowing of rough grass, general clean-
ing, frimming trees, and planting native
plants. They were at work grubbing
up the dense growth of young oaks and
sycamores on the steep slope extending
from the tunnels to the Carrington road
entrance, He had sufficient young na-
tive plants and tree-ferns to plant in
with good effect. As directed, old trees
had been given to four applicants, who
had then removed them. During the
month twp packages of native trees wero
received from an unknown denor. Mr,
Nichelson, jun., formerly of New Ply-
mouth, but now of Maryborough, Queens-
land, had sent flve fine packets of Aus-
traliant plant and tree sceds. Mr, Sand-
ford had heen good enough to repair
gome of the iron seats, and had pre-
sented some more plant labels, Quite
recently some unserupulous individual
had cut down and removed a nice young
lancewood tree, 10 feet high, which was
growing at the back of the Racecourse.
It was the third one destroyed during
the last two years.

The report was adopted, and it was
decided to write thanking the various
donors of shrubs and the like.

After considerable discussion it was
decided, on the motion of Mr. Hughes,
that the annual subseription for the cur-
rent year be payable on and after Jan-
uary 1 in every year. Mr. Hughes was
appointed to represent the Board to
make arrangements with the ladies for
the collection of the annual subscrip-
tions and the “Park Saturday” collec-
tion.

The statement of finances showed a
debit balance of £4 4s 8d.

Mr. Perey Smith was appointed a visi
tor to the Park for the month.



TDN, OCTOBER 23, 1912
DIVING BOARD REMOVED

 The dailing geasen In fhe Recraabion
(round has opened. Batliers yemret the
removal of the spring boeard, and hope in
the interests of cleanliness, which is next
to Godliness, that it will le replaced.
The curator (Mr. W, W, Smith) i busy
catehing ecels in the lake hy means of a
Maori cel-basket.  This will be good
news for the ducklings,

TDN, NOVEMBER 5, 1912
KING FERN DONATION

The Pukekura Park Board has seeated
a number of fine specimens of the Para
Tawhiti, commonly known as the horse-
shoe fern. Mr, S Perey-Smith says that
this speeies of fern was probably intro.
duced to New Zealand by the natives
who migrated here. They were, he thinks,
otiginally ealled "Para,” at Tawhiti, but
were designated Para Tawhiti in New
Zealand, meaning “the Para of Tawhiti”
This partieular fern is fast becoming ex-
tinet, and the board thought it wonld
be wise {o secure some specimens before
it completely died out. At its meet-
ing last night a vole of thanks was ae
corded Messrs, Sole Bros. who secured
the ferns from the natives.

TDN, NOVEMBER 1, 1912
NEW PATH

The Pukekura Pavle Board has de-
cided to make a uew path from the
Vogeltown entranee to the foot-hridge
amd thenee aevoss to the racecourse for
the vesidents of Voweltown and distriet,
Extra labor Lo carry out the work is to
be put on ab once.

TH, NOVEMBER 19, 1912
PINUS HALEPENSIS

(Ta the Editer.)

Sir,—1 was very' mueh pleased to
rend in the Bugget ‘of Saturday last
an  extract from the Horowhenua
Clireniele and Mr. W. W. Smith's
(enrebaker of our Pukeknra Park) in-
formation on the bine known as the
piaus halepensis, Over thirly years
since 1 was audvised fo planf this
variety of pine as Leing the hest for
timber purposes. So I planted some on
a very elevated and poor situation, and
consequently thesa frees are nob such
cond specimens to-day as I should like
to sce.  Ahout the same time some were
planted in Pukekura Park, and they
pre new solendid specimens, fit for
milling, 1 should advise many of our
fapmers who own what I call broken
Jands, covared with fern, gorse, and
blackberry, to pay a visit to our beau-
tiful park and see for themselves what
wealth there would be in thirty years’
time if they were to zrow a few aeres
of trees of this kind, thet are truly
ornamental as well as useful. The trees
I speak of muy be seen mear the walk
on the Carrington Road entrance. 1

am, cis. W. B. DAVIES.

Bi EISEORY

TH, DECEMBER 3, 1912
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly meeting of the Pukekura
Park Board was held on Monday even-
ing, Present: Megsrs, (. W. Govett (in
the 'chair), W. L. Newman, R. C.
Hughes, (. W, Browne, and the secre-
tary (C. H. Drew).

CURATOR'S REPORT.

Mr. W. W. Smith reported that the
worle of the stafl during the last two
months had been chiefly mowing grass
grubbing fennel, and clearing uwp an
burning rubbish. Wive days were de-
vobed to mowing the pond weed in the
big lake, the weed being very aggressive
this season. -As direeted at the board's
last meeting held in the park, he had
cnmaged a man to form the new walk
leading {rom the Vogelbown entrance
down to the head of the lake, theunce
from the upper bridge over the hill to
the racecourse gate~ The work had
been completed, excepting the forming
of n lithle track across the lower ond of
the large island ut the head of the
lakes. The latter work would be vom-
pletecd this weelk, when they would un-
dertake the cutting dewn of the pme
trees overlooking the lake, as also
directed by the, boavd.

COBRISPONDENCE.

J. Clarke, seeretary of the Recreas
tion Sports Ground Commitiee, wrote re
the adjustment of charges far the Maori
Sports on December 19, suggesting that
his committee pay the board the fyll 20
per eent., bub that the equivalent ol
this amount be deducted from the rent
now owing by them to the board. This
would reduce the indebtedness of the
committen to the board.—It was re-
solved that the Sports Committee’s re-
quest be adopted, provided that they
colleet ithe meoney. .

W. Russell Blaw, tourist agent at Rao-
torna, wroto that he was desirous of ob-
taining a pair of white swans for the
Rotorua Gardens, and asking if a par
could be obtained and at whal price.
The latter was addressed to tns Borourh
Council, and was handed on by the
tawn clerk to the hoard.—The sceretary
weas instructed to reply that no swans
were available,

v GENERAL.

My, RB. Cock was elected visitor to
the park for the ensuing month.

An anonvmous donor sent, per Mr.
W. W, Smith, the sum of onc guinea
towards the Park Board's funds.

An offer was received from Cooper
Bros. to paint the tea-house in the park,
both inside and outside, free of charge,
with their newly patented paint. The
offer was accepted with thanks,

_Accounts to the amount of Os were
passed for payment.

TDN, DECEMBER 17, 1912

TAT-HAU-AURU MAORL SPORTS CLUB

MAORI CARNIVAL AND ATHLETIC
MAORI CARNIVAL AND ATHLETIC
MAORI CARNIVAL AND ATHLETIC

SPORTS.
SPORTS.
SPORTS,

RECREATION SPORTS GROUND.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1.
CYCLING (OPEN)
RUNNING (OPEN)
MAORI CANOE RACES.

MAORI WAR DANCE COMPETITIONS.
MAORI POT DANCE COMPETITIONS.

MAORI POTATO-PEELING EVENTS.

LVENTS TOR CHILDREN.

A NOVEL AMUSEMENT,
See Posters for Programme.
Handicapper: A. Hansen,

TDN, DECEMBER 27, 1912
MOVIE IN THE PARK

There was an atlendance of over ouc
thousand at the grand picture entertain-
ment held in the Recreation Ground last
night in aid of the Garrison Band and
Sports Ground Committee. A splendid
programme of pietures was submitted.
and variety was lent to the scene by
selections from the Garrison Band. A
distinetly popular feature with the
children was the visit of Santa Claus,
who certainly advances with the times,
as he came in a smart wobtor car, and
each youngster wag made glad with a
toy.  The committee wish to fender
thanks to Father Christmas and also
to the public for generous support.
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TH, DECEMBER 17, 1912
REPAIRING TEA HOUSE

Messrs. Cooper Bros., patentees of
Cooper's patent paint, have very gener-
ously painted the tea-rooms and vathing
shed in Pukekura Park as o donation to
the parlk. The buildings laok decidedly
better for their new coat aud show what
a good surface thig paint has,



ecreation Grounds. [Yew Myraou/’/}
£GC.R.I89/.

The Poet’s Bridge - circa 1910 (Auckland Libraries Heritage Collections 35-R879)
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1913

The Park was now operating in the black instead of the red which was a massive relief for the Board.
Throughout the year the Board received many donations of plants and birds for which the curator was
thankful for. The main body of work comprised improving walkways and general gardening, cutting

grass, weeding, etc.

A new path allowing people to walk from Vogeltown to the racecourse was completed.

Manhattan Island, which had previously had its bridges removed was again opened to the public. The
area on the island where the ferns were planted was isolated with wire fencing.

Five pine trees were cut down near the curator’s cottage as they were deemed dangerous, and six
above the western terrace in the Sports Ground were removed to give more light to the cricketers.

Right: The Taranaki Herald often printed
articles from fifty years earlier. In 1913 they
printed an article that had appeared in the
Herald in 1863. At that time on top of the hill
above where the Japanese Garden is presently
planted sat Carrington Road Blockhouse. This
was part of a ring of blockhouses built to
protect the town. During the night, sentries
were posted down in the valley behind where
the western terrace of the Sports ground is
today. One evening, two sentries were down in
the valley and it did not turn out too well. The
report of the incident was published in the

An unfortunate accident
occeurred last night to one of the sen-
tries near Carrington Roead blockhouse..
Two ' militiamen, named Ward and
Wolfo were posted as a double sentry
in a certain spot. Wolfe asked his
comrade to hold his rifle svhile he went
a shoert distance away. After a short.
time had elapsed, YWard saw a person
coniing towards him in a different dir-
ection to which Wolfe had gone, and
sceing Woalfe’s ccat thrown over a fern
bush, went to it and saig, ‘‘Wolfe,
here’s your rifle. take it, -quick,” at
the same time challenging the person
coming towards him. who did not an-
swer, when Ward raised his rifle; which,
instead of hitting a Maori (as no deubt
Ward oxpected) severely - wounded
Wolfe, who was hurrying up to get his
aun-on hearint his comrade challeng-

Taranaki Herald on May 24, 1913. The
location of the incident is known because it is
marked on a map created by W. H. Skinner.
(Puke Ariki ARC2005-115).

ing. - The bullet went through Wolfe’s
wrist and grazed his hip bone. He
was  promptly attended to by Dr.
Spence, who was immediately sent for
by the guard, which turned out ‘*on
hearing the report of the rifle, and the
doctor hopes to save his hand.

Donations included:

Mr Feek, Uruti, a male kiwi; Mr J. W. Martin, Brooklands Road and Mr C. Rumball, Urenui, female
kiwis; Miss Graham, Onaero, four dove pigeons; Mr Taylor White, Wimbledon and Mrs. Butcher, Te
Kuiti, hybrid teal ducks.

Plant donations included:

Mr H. Nicholson, of Maryborough, a package of Queensland plant seed; Mr. O. Hoby, a variety of
seeds of African plants and flowering shrubs which he procured from the curator of the public
gardens, Bulawayo, South Rhodesia; Several packets of native plant seeds from Tologa Bay; Mr A.
D. Beauchamp, Hurworth, a good collection of native plants; Mr Wm. Arthur, package of young
native trees from Mokau; Mrs Bloxam, Napier, a package of native tree seedlings; Professor W. D.
Westervelt, Honolulu, a package of seeds; C. E. Bellringer, nikau palms; Mr Bert McEwen, purple
lilac plants; Miss Devenish, Japanese bulbs and Guernsey lilies; Duncan & Davies, 100 rambling
roses; Mr K. C. Webster, tropical plant seeds from Honolulu; Mr C. Goodson, Hawera, a large
collection of delphiniums.

PrPIISTORY ”



Summary of significant events

. Cutting down of some pine trees

. C. W. Govett resigned as chairman because he was due to leave for England for a vacation.
He was replaced by W. L. Newman.

. A visit by Sir Rider Haggard.

TH, AUGUST 2, 1913
GIRLS HIGH REHEARSAL

Tho pupils of the Girls' High School
ave an excellent concert in the
’%he&tre Roval on Wedpesday evening,
and had a packed house. During the
first half of the programme various
choruses and songs were given, and
ona of the most enjoyable items was
“Wiftoen minutes with the human pack
‘of cards,”’ when 52 girls suitably, dress-
ed went through the many movementis
with great accuracy. In the second
art scenes from “The Merchant of
enico’’ were given and the different
characlers ware ad;nimbly sustained,
showing that the girls thoroughly un-
derstood their parts, Miss M. Ballin-
gor was Shyloek, Miss J, Wilson Por-
tin, and tho others taking part wore
Misses Harle, bennon, Whitton, Wilson
and Rockell. Tho concert concluded
with a very amusing farce, in which
Misses Penn, Warren, Death, (VBrien
and Hirst were prominent. f

Girls High School. Amateur Theatricals practice in Pukekura Park
(Auckland Weekly News, October 23, 1913) . W. A. Collis

Vice Regal Party - Earl of Liverpool (Auckland Weekly News, October 23, 1913) F. E. Stewart.
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TDN, JANUARY 3, 1913
INAUGURAL MAORI SPORTS DAY

FIRST ANNUAL MEETING.

The first annual meeting of the Tai-
Faw-Aurn Maori Sports Club, postponed
from December 19, was held on the Re-
eroation Ground vesterday. A Jarge
erowid of spectators turned out in the
faco of threatenine wealher, and hy
the time the rain set in practieally
all dhe programme had been earried
out.  Many of the events drew lavge
fields, Dut in athers there was not mueh
competition,  There was considerable
delay in starting  the first  event,
Teaded by the Garrison Band, the Tara-
moki war veterans warched on to the
sronnd at one o'eloek, fo the aceompani.
mend of an inspiriting Maori weleome,
During the afterncon the band plyed
a number of acceptable scleetions,  Re-
sullss—

Maiden Thandicap, 100 vards—R. W
Opat 3. 1L Alexander 2.

Kaipukopalko Bicyele Mandieap, 1 mile
=t Wielchan (ser) 1, L Rangt (35yds)
2

Tai-Man-Anen Tlandicap. 100 yards.-
First, heat: T. 0Carroll (8yds) 1, Tew
rinma (10vds) 20 Secoud heat: B W,
Opai (10vds) 1, I Lu Slight (5yds)
Fial: R W, Opai Lo 1T, L. Slight
T. F. Tavlor 3

Sehool Boys' Raee, 100 yvards.—Tauka
I, Where 2, Kui 3.

Dievele Race, 1 mile, Tun in one heat
owing to insuificiens entries—a. )08
White (120vds) 1. €. Cross (T0xds) 2,
W, Wiekham (0Dyvids) 3.

Orapuriri Handieap, 100 yards—R. W,
Opai 1, Tewranga 2.

Tai-Haw-Auru TTandieap, 220 yards.—
First heat: T, B Taylor (20vds) 1,
I, Slipht (10vds) 2. W. Hughes (14vds)
3. Seceond heat: R.W. Opai (22yda)
1, T. O'Carroll (1Syds) 2, Tewranga
(20vds) 3. Final: Opai 1, Mughes 2,

Poi Compedition, performed by Maori
women of nat moere than ten or less
{han vight m a team; n greenstone
brooelt and trophy presented by Mr. G.
Corney o go to he winner.—Tewariki
team 1. Te Wai-Marie 2.

{yele Race, mile and a half —W, Wiek-
ham (200vids) 1. J. Cross (180vds) 2. A
T, White (170vds) 3. Won by half a
wheel.

Potato-pecling.—Toera 1, Tota 2, Nga.
waeo 3. Great intercst was taken in
this event, which was fought out keenly
by the eight women competitors.

Tai-Haw-Anru Handieap, 440 yavds—
W. Mugles (32yds) 1. 11 L. Slight (12
yis) 2, Opai (40yds) 3.  Time, H0sec,

Maori  War  Dance.—TRanriki  Haka
toam 1, Pataki Haka feam 2.

Tn the Maori war danee to be per-
formed by one man there was only one
competitor, (aptain RBangitehinga (W,
Pratt),

Owing to the voughiess of the Iake
fhere were only two entries for €he
cance 1ace. which was abandened,

Bi EISEORY

L

TH, JANUARY 14, 1913
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly meeting of tho Pukekura
Park Board was held in the Council
Chambers on Monday evening.  The
ehairman (Mr. C. W. Govett) presided,
and other members present were Messrs.
W. Ambury, R. C. Hughes, W. L. New-
man, 5. Percy Smith, FF. H. Jackson,
(. W. Browne, I. P. Corkill, and Har-
ris Ford.

CURATOR’S REPORT.

Mr. W. W. Smith, the curator, re-
ported having made gencral repairs to
paths and walls, levelling the walk from
the tea kiosk to the racecourse pgate,
grubbing fennell and pine roots, etc.
Finding that the water pipes laid across
the broad walk fitty yards from the new
entrance from Gilbert St. were insuffi-
cient to convey storm water after lieavy
rains, the staff romoved them and laid
Gin. pi ﬂes instead, which would now pre-
vent the storm water from accumulai-
ing on the walk or the borders. Tree-
felling, as directed by the board, was
now completed and the wood reu.(jy for
sale by the cartload. Another week or
therenbouts would complete the mow-
ing of the rough grass in the park. In
his Decemnber report he omitted to men-
tion that the walk at the John Street
entrance near the racecourse was altered
and remodelled, and was a great im-
rovement. He begged to notify the
oard of a nuisanes which oceurred more
or less after every sports meeting or

ala day leld on the sports ground.
Jo referred to tho enormous quantities
of loose papors left in the grounds to be
blown abent by every wind. With one
exception, fhat of the Central School
fete, when all papers and rubbish were
carefully collected and burned next
morning by the boys, no sports or other
party had done so for three years. Last
week he received another package of
Queensland plant seed from Mr, -
Nicholson, of Maryborough, who was
now on & visit to New Plymouth. He
had again to add that the vegetation in
the park coutinued to make great
growth in tho very scasonable weather.
He was glad to report that very little
damage was done by the fire which oe-
curred in the park en December 29. The
efforts of Mr. and Mrs. Blewman,
Messers. Sandford, Elliot and Jones, un-
doubtedly prevented considerable dam-
age being done.—Votes of thanks were
accorded Mr. Nicholson for his gift of
seeds, and to those who assisted in ex-
tinguishing the fire.

GENERAL.

A committee consisting of the chair-
man and Meesrs. Newman aud Corkill
was appointed to go into the question of
boating on the lake and report to the
next meeting of the board. «In the
meantinte the chairman was authorised
to make arraangements with Mr, W.
Webber (the former lessor) to continue
an such terms as he (the chairman) con-
sidered proper.

Some discussion ensued when the let-
ter from the Garrison Band Committee
asking for the loan of the board’s ¢bl-
lection boxes for use on Band Saturday
was read. At the time the letter was
received tho chairman of the board re-
fused tho applieation on the grounds
that it was unwise to mstitute more
than one Saturday collection in the year
on which to appeal to the public for
funds. Seceing that the parkialready
conducted such a collection, he (DMr.
Giovett) declined to lend the boxes. The
board had refrained from holding its
Park Saturday whilst the Hospital
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Board beld ono for its funds, so that
now that the latter board had aban-
doned the scheme he contended the
park should have the right. He con-
sidered the ‘townspeople would not cou-
contribute to more than one each year.

Mr. G. W, Browne, who is also a
member of the Bahd Comamittee, was
pleased the chairman had made his ex-
planation, as it was very different from
that heard at the band meeting. At the
same time he differed from the chairman
as to the right of the band to make a
collection. As a public instilution, the
band had an equal right with the park.
At the next meeting of the Band Com-
mittee he wonld explain the board’s.at-
titude in refusing, and so remove any
misnpprehension on the subject.

Mr. Ambury concurred with the lask
speaker that the board had no priority
over the band in the mntter of a Satur-
day collection. The majority of the
hoard, however, upheld the chairman’s
attitude. From the ubove explanation
it appears that the whole trouble was
caused by the footnote to the Band Com-
mittee's letter, asking that an_answer
bo given to the messenger. As Mr. Go-
vett explained to the bearer of the note,
he was merely giving his opinion on the
matter, which woul& be brought up at
the next meeting of the board. This had
now been done, and the board had
agreed with his attitude.

Two donations of £1 1s each-were ve-
ceived from Mr. D. 8. Wylie and Mrs.

rv.

Mr. Hughes, who was deputed to look
after the matter, reported that at a
meeting of ladies held in his office it was
decided not to undertake the collection
of annual subscriptions until after the
end of the present financial year, viz.,
March 31 next. ‘This would mean that
the board. would lose the subseriptions
for 1912-13.

On the motion of Mr. Browne it was
decided to call the attention of the
Sports Ground Committee to the dan-
gerous condition of the steps leading to
the southern terraces, with a request
that ihe danger be remedied.

Mr. Ambury drew attention to the
state of the steps leading under the
waterfall near the Gilbert Street cn-
trance. On his suggestion the visitor
for the month will attend to the matter
of rectifying ther.

The Sports Ground Committee inti-
mated that its share of the takings af
the recent Maori Sports was £14, which
amount would be lodged to the credit of
the Park Board in reduction of the
amount owing by the committee to the
board. :

One member intimated that the cura-
tor (Mr, W. W. Smith) had hroken a
finger whilst engnged in tree-felling in
the park. On Mr. Corkill’'s motion the
chairman was empowered to look into
the matter of paying the medical ex-
penses incurred by My, Smith.

Mr., Corkill was appointed visitor for
the mouth.

Accounts amounting to £4 55 6d wereg
passed for payment, and the board ad-
Journed.

TH, FEBRUARY 14, 1913

TEA ROOMS RENOVATED.
L would mention," aaid the eurator
of the Pukekury Park in his report to
tlie board on Monday night, “‘that tho
newly-painted and vecently renovaieda
tea-rooms in the park have leen,
uht‘.nnp;]mnn the Christimas and New Year
holidaye, well patronised, and continue
to be under Mrs, Cory's excellent man-
agemont. The reoms are now becoming
quite & pleasant afternocon resort for
townsfolk in fine weather.” The board
accorded Messys. Cooper Bros, a hearty
vote of thanks for tjhei'r generosity in



painting the tow-rooms and tool-shed,
and several members referred to the ex-
collence of the effcet produced. Mr. W,
Ambury. o« member of the beard, wha
wos unable to be present at the last
weeting, when permission was granted
to open the rooms on Sundays, raised
his protest against the institution of
the scheme. He opposed it on prinei-
1:10; ho didn't helieve in it; neither did
1w think it was necessary. It was ex-
plained that it was now too late to re-
open the subject for discusaion, which
was dropped after Mr. Ambury's objee-
tion lla{F been recorded on the minutes.

TH, FEBRUARY 4, 1913
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

MONTHLY MEETING,

The arrdinary mouthly meeting of the
Pukelkura Park Board was held on Mon-
dav  evening.  Thers were present .
Messes: O W, Govewt (ehaivnein), W,
1, Newman, L Cavkadd, GoOWL
Lrowne, H. Ford, B, € Hughes, awd
K. Coel

CURATOR'S REPORT.

CMre. W, W, Smith, enratar of the
sark, reported that fonr days last m_nn1 il
ad heen devoted to mowing the forpe
pond weed in the upper lake, They had
now subdued it for the seasen, and he
hoped during the winter 1wonths to maow
the alfected parts, which would annibi-
Lite tho plant aftogether. The steps re-
guired to complote the Voreltown-Race-
course walle were finished a Jortnight
amo.  The part of the wall crossing the
lower end of the terminal island in the
upper Jako was now open to visitors,
To protect the cailection ai T]I.'!ti\'l\'i(’fll.‘":
arewing on the upper part of the sl
e had, as directed, put wire-netting
vound the open spaeo sel apark for visi-
tors,  The new walle leading np trom
the sportg ground on to the spur an the
east side had now heen campleted with
the exception of wo steps where it
joined the ald disused walk on the edue
of the spur. Most of the general gross
mowing in the park had heen finished.
Ohwing to high winds wwd heavy vain
during the past week they had heen
iept very busy clearing the walks and
Lanks in the park, The stops reforred
ta by a member of the Parle Boavd ab
Aust mecting near the lower waberfall
liad been replaced with a new set on the
r:-wimns Monday to that on which the
Yoard held its meeting.  They lad cut
down and removerd 2 numboer of aeacias.
or so-called mimaesas, near the waterfai
with good effect. Two large prekets of
pative plants and seeds hnd been re-
eeived Trom anonymons donors during
the mpnth, which were immediately
sown on suitable sites.  Having o num-
ber of light planks on hand they had
used them for repniring some of the
fixed sents in the park,

BOATING OXN THE LAKE.

The question af the earrying capacity
of the boats en the lake in the park
eame np feor discussion, sl mwembers
were at eonsiderahle varinnee as to the
wwnber which it wonld be safo to alloy
them to hold. It was pointed out thal
the boats were not the same size, aud
oventually it was decided that the larger
bout shoull e allowed to carey not
mare than seven aduolts or ten ehaldren,
inclusive of the rower; and the smaller
of the two to take five adults or nine
childpen, also inelusive of Lho rower.
The charges of the beat hire woere sot-
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tled as follows:—06d for adults, not ex-
ceeding 3d for children, Y5 per lour
for a party of four or mare.  For hiring
the bonts by the hour, Y per hour, or
38 per hour with rower, will be chiareed.
A dist of these charges will be posted on
o notice board, which will also infprm
boating parties that landing on the
islands is strictly prohibited.

GENERAL. '

Leave of absewee [or o vear was
pranted to Mr. S, Perev Smith, who is
leaving shortly on a trip to BEngland,

My Harris Ford was appointed visitor
to the park for the ensuing mowth.

Tt was decided to give the band rotun-
da another coat of paint.

A reselution was passed prohibiting
the use of the boats on the lakes on
Sundavs,

TH, MARCH 4, 1913
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The ordinary monthly meeting of the
above board was held on Monday even-
mg. Present: Messrs. R. . Hughes,
YW. I.. Newman, Harris Ford and W.
Ambury. In the alsence of Mr. C. W.
Govett, Mr. Hughes took the chair.

CTRATOR'S REPORT.

The eurator (Mr. W. W. Smith) re-
ported that the chief, and almost the
onky worl, employing the park staff
during the month had been that of
mowing, general clearing, and burning
rubbish.  They were somewhat at a
disadvantage in the park in having to
cart the rubbish a Jong distance to dis-
pose of it, and he regretted to say that
a little more expense would be requir:
ed on the hand-cart, as one of the later-
al supports was/quite rotten and was
falling in picces every day. When it
was repaired. they proposed to go on
with the work of levelling up the walks
with elay. This should be done before
winter sot in.  The water in the. up-
per lake continued low, but there was
no further growth of the pond weed
in any of the lakes. They had placed
a sbrong broad iﬂank across the chan-
nel leadinz to the lang island at the
head of the large lake, which served
very well as a bridee for the time be-
ing. He regreited to inform the beard
shat thp peacock borrowed (rom Mr.
Wheeler, of Durham Road, Inglewood,
died lately. Mr, Wheeler called at the
park a short while azo, and generous-
Iy remarked that the board was not to
troublo further about the matter. A
Taranaki gentleman had promised to
send some young birds to the parlk
later on. Owing to the mild season ail
vegetation in the park continued to
Lrow Vigorously.

Mr. Hughes referred to the great
quantity of -fennel which was growing
on tho ouiskirts of the park, particular-
iv on the racecourse side, and suggest-
2 thab extra men be put on te kecp
down the nuisance. This should be
done at once as the plant was about to

seede
GENERAL.

1t was decided to inerease John
Picicerell’'s wages by 3s per week.

Mrs, Joues requested that the pop-
lar trees adjoining her garden, which
wero injuring the fruit trees, be cut
dlown.-—This was left for consideration
when the members next meet on the
around.

It was derided to hold a Park Satur-
Jday someo time in April.

Mr. ¢, W. Govett was appointed visi-
tar to the park {ar the month.

Acconnts te the amount of 1ls 11d
were passed for payment.
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TH, MARCH 4, 1913
FUTURE OF SPORTS GROUND

At the meeting of the Pukekura
Park Board on Monday, the guestion
of the financial position of the Sports
Ground  portion of the Recreation
Grounds was discussod at some length.

A remark that the cricket authori-
ties were probably remwoving to  a
ground on tho racecourse led up to
the debate, and Mr. W. L. Newman
remarked that he had understood that
the ericketers were coing to waib on
the board that evening with a request
that the fir trees on the western ter-
race should be topped in order to pro-
vide bettor light on the playing aven,

Mr, W. Ambury said that this would
corvainly improve the appearance of
the trees, which were very rapged,
and he would be in favour of it bheing
done. "

Me. R, C. Hughes remarked that
thoy got no revenue out of cricket,
and he did not think cricket need be
eonsidered in tha maiter.

Mr. Newman did not agree with the
last spealter. Ho thought that they
should  encournge the use of the
ground, and if they could improve the
conditions they should do so.  The
trocs, he said, mipght well come down
allegether, and,shrubs be planted on
the hill in their place. It would, he
considered, be a good thing if the
Sporte Ground were handed over to
the board ugsin, - The Sports Com-
mittee owed tho Hugby Union £250,
and they hardly mot anything out of
the foothall matches thers now. Bet
ting -and professionalism  had  killed
foothall here. If the grouand were
again vested in the board they could
then make arrangements  with  the
Cricket’ Assoeiation, who would prob-
ably agree to keep up the playingavea
provided that no football was allowed
to be played on the ground during the
winter, whirlt destroyed all the work
which they had put on the field in the
summar.  Me did not think that the
assoeintion would find tlo racccourse
suitable as a pround, as they would not
be able te crect a pavilion there, or
any obstigetion {o tho view, and the
Inying of a gronnd there would he s
very expensive matter. y

If wos decided to arvanpe o mecting
with the Sports Ground Commities io
talk the matter over,

TH, MARCH 13, 1913
RIDER HAGGARD'S VISIT

PUKEKURA PARK.

From Mr, Connett’s farm the party
proceeded to Pulkekura Park, whire
they were met by Mr. Govett, chair-
man of the Board, and before the visi-
tors had procecded far thoy were ex-

claiming  on the beauties of
the grounds. “The most bean-
tiful park wa have seen in

Australasia,” said 8ir Rider Hagg&rd.

I am glad you brought us here,” said
Mr. Loriwer.  “I is beautiful, de-
lightful," eaid Mr, Garnett. The

visitors spent some time in the park,
and ‘mamfested great interest in the
many noble specimens of native treex
and the beautiful tree ferns that are
to boseen, The Mountain by this time
had cleared, and a glovious view was
obtained of Taranaki’s sentinel rising
majestically in the background, looking
across the pond from the tea kiosk.



TH, APRIL 8, 1913
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The usual meetin% of the Pukekura
Park Board was held in the Town Hall
on Menday evening. The chairman (Mr.
C. 'W. Goveth) i:rcmdud and Messrs, W.
T,. Newman, R. C. Hughes, Harris
Vord, . Coek, and the hon. sccretary
(Mr. C. IL. Drew) were also present.

CURATOR’S REPORT.

Mr. W. W, Smith, the curator, re-
ported that owing to the fine weather
during the past wonth tho work of the
staff had continued with little interrup-
tion. A week had heen dovoted to
cleaning and burning of rubbish on the
hills and slopes. A week had also been
given to cubting down. and sawing up
pino trees, Owing to the dangerous
position of some of the trees growing
close to the coitage in the PYark, cou-
tinued the report, the siaff had had to
ramove three of them for safety. There
were still two more having a slope to-
wards the eobtage, whicl it was hoped
to remove this week, 'Tho removal of
these trees was a great improvement.
Three davs were ocenpied in moving
aud cleaning edges of walks and the:
remainder of the monthk io earting
pumice clay on to and repairing the
worst parts of the walks in the Park.
Tt was pronosed to go on with work on
the wnl‘]{s during the present favourable
weathor, and were it possthle for the
hoard to procure some loads of ashes
or sand immediately it would greatly
facilitate the work by enabling the work
to be finished as proceeded with. The
walks requiring fiest atlention included
the one leading ap to Vegeltown, those
around and un the Cannon 1ill, the
oue to the racccourse, and the one lead-
ing up to John Street - The custodian
was very anxious to proceed with the
work and finish it before the autumn
rains set in. Sinee last meeting he had
received a package of young natiye
troes from Mokau brought by Mr. Wm,
Arthur. Mrs. Bloxam, of Napier, also
brought a fine nackage of native 'tree
seedlings to the Park, Mr, Smith had
also received a packet of seeds ad-
dressed in a lady’s handwriting, but he
could not say from whom they came.
No damage whatever had resulted to
the Park from the several high winds
lately. . ; A

Votes of thanks were accorded the
donors of plants, ete; The matter of
rocuring material for the paths was
EJH’. in the chairman’s hands. ' s

“Park’ Saturday was definitely fixed
for April 19, nnd a meeting of ladies
and those willing to assist will be called
gwn]?‘ridny evening at-7.30 in the Town
Tall.

Accounts amounting to £1 183 were
passed for payment.: :

TH, APRIL 18, 1913
PARK SATURDAY

The Pukekura Park Board would lika
it to be understood that the suecess of
the collection to-morrow is a matter
of preat moment to them, for not only
hins the generons  amount subseribed
lust  year been expended, but  the
honed’s ordinary revenue hus also been
spent, and the board has had to bor
row a substantinl sum from i bank.
Owing to prior engagements and other
canses the board is unable to secure the
gorviees ol lnrge nunber of the ladies
who helped last year.  Consequently
it will bo found toat in tho list of -
tricts published below thet in soveral
cages 1o collectors have been named. It
is earnestly desired  that  this  want
should be supplied in time for to-
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night’s meeting or by o-morraw morn-
g, The districts correspond  with
the ereaier Now Plymouth boundaries,
16 would not redonnd to the erediy of
New Plymouth if the appeal to-or-
rove should bo incffective. through the
luck of collectors.

Tallowing are the instructions to col-
leciors i—

The distriet collectors will visit the
houses in their districts and may col-
Tect on the roads and streets therein
exeopt in Lhese streets which shall be
frequented by the strect colloctors,

The strect  colleetors  will  confine
shemselves to the peoplo in the streets,

Annual subaevibers.—To every collee-
tor o lisl of annual subseribers in hor
distien will be juenished.  These sub-
seritrs conniise those who have been
areustomed (o subseribe Por years pasb
as woll ws them who have simod sub-
ceription cavds,

Subseription eards will be furnished
to collectors for the signature of new
annual subseribiors,

Phe payment of any anmual subserip-
tion shonld he cavelully noteid so that
it may b specially acknowledged.

At the close of the day boxes can bo
left in the Mayor's Room, Town Hall,
One or more of the commitiee will he
in atwendanee there hetween & and 8
o'cluck, and also at 8 o'clock.

No. 1 District,—Molesworth  and
Baller Streets, Octavia Place and Wool-
combe Terrace, and crazs strecls, to
Gill Street.  Collector: Miss Bullard.

No. 2 Distriet.—Gill Sereet, and cross
strocts to Doevon Streel. Collector:
Aliss Blundell,

No, 3 District.—Devon Street Fast
from Gover Btreet to the Henui, and
eross strects to Courtenay Street, Col-
lector : -,

No. 4 District.—Lemon and Courte-
nay Streets, and cress streeis to Pen-
darves Street,  Collectors: The Misses
Fookes.

No. 5 District.—Pendarves to John
Street, and the High School and eross
stroets, also Carrington Road up to Mr,
Sturtevant’s, and  all  Brougham
stroet.  Collectors: Miss Isabella 5.
Smith and Miss Curtis.

No. 6 District,—Hine Strest and
Bullieley Terrace and cross streets to
St. Aubyn Street.  Collector: Mrs, W,
L. Newmon,

No. 7 Distriect.—St. Aubyn Street
from Brougham Strect, and cross
stroets to  Younz Street,  Collec-
toir: ——.

No. 8 District.—Young Street to
Mangaotuku Stream, and cross stroets.
Colleetor :

No. 9 Distriet.—Devon Street, from
Red House to Post Office, also Currie,
Fgmont, King, Queen, and Ariki
Streets,  Collector: Mrs. Dockrill,

.NO_.‘IOI l-ji{itr_‘i(‘.t..—-Pc\\-‘r]nr}]nm' Vivian
and Fulford Streets, and cross streets
to  Bulieel Street.  Collector: Miss
Wisshnw,

No. 11 Distriet.—Bulteel, Downe and
Barrett Streets, and Wallaco Place.
Collector : —.

No. 12 District.—Devon Street West
from Post Oflice, and cross sbreets to
Powderham Strect.  Collector: L

No. 13 District,—T'iizroy, irom the
Henui to the Waiwakaihe, Collector:
Miss Bertha Matthews.

No. 14 District.—Vogeltown, from
Mr. Carter’s, including Brooklands
Road and Mill Road. Collectors::
Mrg, and Miss Browne.

Aubyn,

No. 15 District.—St, from
Belt. Road to Moturoa, and from the
sen to Pevon Street.  Collector : Mrs.

Erlandson,

No. 16 District,—Westown.  Collee-
tor: A

3\0.1 17 District.—Frankieizh Patk
and I'rankley Read.  Cillectar: =
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TH, APRIL 23, 1913
CUTTING DOWN PINE TREES

A special meeting of the Pukekura
Park Board was held on Tuesday to
consider the advisability or otherwise
of cutting down the pinus insignis irees
on the western terrace in the Sports
Gronnd.

There were presont: Messrs. C. W,
Gorvett (chairman), R. C. Hughes, Har-
ris Ford, W. Ambury, W, L. Newman,
R. Cock and G. W. Browne.

The question of the removal of the
trees was then discussed, and Mr, R
Cock remarked that tho 'curator (Mr.
W. V. Smith) was in favour of their
heing removed altogether.  When the
trees on the east side of the lake had
been cut down, continued Mr. Cock,
a great outery had been made, but ho
thought it was a pity that the whole
lot had not been removed. In this
matter they should act on their own
initiative,

AMr. Govett said that the trees had
in the first place heen planted to pro-
teet the young growth, and they had
served that purpose well. A pine tree
growing by itself was a beautiful object
but the trees when grown in clumps
woere usually unsightly. He consider-
ed that they should be yvemoved, and
replaced with some suitable shrubs,

Ay, Harris Ford objecied to the re-
moval of the trees, on the ground that
they gave sheller to speetators at foot-
bail matches. ;

Mr. IHughes considered that the end
in view could be attained just as well
if the trees were topped, some of them
also might perhaps boe taken out. The
crieketers, he said, would be moving to
4 new ground soon, as the Sports
Ground was not large enough to ullow
of two games heing played there at
one time,

A, Ambury. as an old ericketer, re-
marked that he wonld like to helo the
Jayers, but as a member of the hoard
e was not there to consider them, hut
tho general public.  The trees aiford-
ed n good slhclter to speciators from
ihe sun, :

Mr. Govett then moved: “That per-
mission be given to the Sports’ Com-
mittee to cut down all the pinus insig-
nis trees on the western hill of the
Sports Ground, with tho exception of
a clump of ix at the north cnd, the
entting down to be done at onco by an
experienced person, under the super-
vision of ihe curator, and the {runks
and debris to be cleared away so as to
enable the board to commenee planting
without delay.””  This was seconded by
Mr. R. Cock.

Mr. H. Ford moved as an amend-
ment, *“I'hat tho trees on the western
hill bo topoed, and not cut down.”
This was lost, and the original motion
was carried by o to 3.

TDN, APRIL 29, 1913
DONATION

The seeretary of ihe P : :
) e Pukekura Park

BOEIT{[ has just recoivod a cheque for

£25 from the Hon. Oliver Samuel ag a

Qonation to the funds of he Board, Ae-

eompanving the cheque was a letter con-
gritulating the Board, especially My, W,
W, Smith, the curator, on m:iinmining
and improving the Park.



TDN, MAY 1, 1913
PLANT DONATIONS

The Pukekura Park Board acknow-
ledges a donation from Mr. O. Haby,
of a variety of seeds of African plants
and flowering shrubs, which he pro-
eured from the curator of the public
gardens, Bulawayo, South Rhodesia,

TH, MARCH 22, 1913
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD A.G.M.

The annual general meebing of the
Pulkckura Park Board was held in the
Council Chambers on Monday night.
The chairman (Mr. C. W. Govett) pre-
gided, and other members present were
Messrs. F. P. Corkill, W. L. Newman,
. W. Browne, R. Cock, and ianris

Ford.
& CHAIRMAN’S REPORT."

™ Mr. Govett read his annual report as
follows :— i

In accordance with the practice of my
predecessors, 1 wish, at the end of my
term of office as chairman of the Puke-
kura Park Board, and after being over
92 years a member of the board, to
make a report which is a personnl ons,
and does not mnecessarily embody the
views of the board. The year 1912-1913
has been a very uneventtul one, bhut one
of very steady progress. After a long
period of “jeint and several’”’ overdraft,
the board started last year with a credit
halauce of £3473s 9d, caused by the gen-
erous support of the public at onr iirst
“Park Saturday” collection. Thé bal-
ance-sheet which is now presented
shows a debit balance of £32 1s. Against
this the last “Park Saiurday” collee-
tions, amounting to £128 11s 10d, ren-
tals amounting to £5, a sum of L£15
from the Sporls Ground Committee,
and a sum of £25 from -the Hon, O.
Samuel, M.L.C., have heen received Loo
late for the balance sheet, so that the
practical credit balance is £161 10s 104,
and with this sum, the balance of the
borough subsidy and windfalls, the
baard lLas to face the respounsibilities of
the present year. It was only natural
that the first collection should be larger
than the second, being £164 155 6d as
compared with €128 11s 10d, for very
speeial contributions were given to get
the hoard out of their then overwhelm-
ing financial difficulties. I may, how-
ever, tuke it that the “Park Saturday’
of April, 1913, represents a sum not less
than the board may reesonably expect
in the future, and as improvements have
to he considered snd arranged for be-
forchand, no doubt the board will rely
upon geiting not less than £128 every
vear. The board feels extremely grate-
ful to all its friends who have doue so
much. while its gratitude has in it “‘an
expectation of future benefits.” :

THE PARK’S BEAUTY.

By far the groater number of resi-
dents in this distriet do not realise what
a beautiful property they possess, and
it is those “'!I:EJ liave travelled much and
are able to make comparisons who un-
derstand best that the park is in many
respects unique in its beauty and sur-
roundings. Sir Rider Hagpard, who
has seen much. was most carncgé in his
expressions oY delight and wonder at
whit had been done in little more than
one gencration, and said truly that it
was the prettiest park in Australasia,
and he migzht have said more than that
without exaggeration. With regard tp
the future policy of the board, it
should, in my omnion, be one of con-
tinnance on the same lines of planting
out and encouracing the growth of
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native trees and shrubs and by means
of paths making every part of the park
acesssible and at the same time using
plenty of flowers to make a bright fore-
ground. ' I wish that moro people would
devote a little time to exploration in-
stead of going round and round the
lakes and seeing only a very small por-
tion, and that not the most beautiful.
The constitution of the: board and the
practical life tenufe of its' me¢mbers has
some disadvantapes, but it is, in any
opinion, absclutely certain. that no
purely clegtive body would have suc-
ceeded in the way the pregent board has
done, and it is tound that the borough
representatives hecome imbived with the
spirit of the board in quile a different
way to what they would do if the
borough were the sole nnmaging body,
and the mixture works satisfactorily.
The system of volutary contributions
has worked extraordinarily well in the
pasb, but it is not fair that the whole
community should reap where it has not
sown, and I myself earnestly trust that
the borough will before long, by means
of a special rate, raise sufficient for the
upkeep of the park and leave the man-
agement'as at present. The annual sub-
sidy of £150. from the borough is much
too little, and shoukl be increased and
the park looked upon not only as a
thing of beaunty, but as a productive
asset in the way of attracting strangers
to our midst, for whether or not they
ultimately become residents they at
least spent their money freely in our
midst while here. The board welecomes
proposals and suggestious for improv-
ing the park and gives them all its most
earnest consideration, and also invites
honest ecriticism, as we are none of us
infallible—mot even the youngest.

THE PINUS INSIGNIS.

One of *l;e “burning” questions about
which difference of opinion exists is:
What should be done with the pinus in-
signis? My private opinion is that
these trees were originally planted for
the sake of shelter, and as soon as they
have fulfilled their function, then, as
far as possible, they should be got rid
of and more.beautitul native trees put
in their place. Pinus insignis trees
planted in clumps look pretty for a few
vears and stand a fair amount of top-
»ing, but there comes a time when they
recome very ugly and should receive
notice to quit. I hate cubting down
trees unnecessarily, but with a long ex-
perience I am always glad to get rid of
o pinus insignis unless it has been plant-
ed in the open with room to expand, in
which case it grows into a noble tree,
but if it is planted in clumps, as I have
said before, it is ugly, and there'is also
great danger from accidental fires, the
glne needles being very inflammable in
ry weather. 1 would ask the publie
not to be too impatienp~when they see
the axe used, and to remember that the
board has made a thing of beauty in the
past—though it seems vanity to say so—
and knows more and has studied the
park’s beauty more than most of those
who find fault. The board has the
greatest good fortune inyhaving as ils
custodian Mr. W, W. Smith, who gives
ungrudgingly of his time nud skill and
whose remuneration is of the most
meagre amount.

In conclusion, I would thank the hon.
scerebary (Mr. C, H. Drew) and my
fellow members of the board for their
unfailing attention and courtesy. We
have not always scen eye to eye, but
have been a happy family notwithstand-
ing. : ;

As regards myself, T am conscious
that I have been one of the least active
chairmen the board has ever had, but
no captain of a ship has much to do
when the wenther is ealm and he has
capable officers, and the year 1912-1913
has been almost ‘‘set fair.”  May my
successor lave similar good fortune.
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Bg_. Cock congratulated the chairman
on_ his very able report. He henrtily
endorsed all that was said in regard
tn the curutor and secretary. Mr.
Smith was the right man in the right
lace. He not only earned his wages,
ut constantly. pointed out improve-
ments desived, and members of the
bowrd knew that when conversing: with
the curator they were talking to a sen-
sible man who knew his business. The
thanks of the board were also due %o
the secretary for the work he did and
the oxcellent manner in which- he car-
ried out his duties. Mr. Cock proposed
a hearty voto of thanks to the chair-
man for his able report. N

Mr. Corkill said the publication of
the report in the newspapers would do
no harm and would set the public think-
ing more than ever it had douve in the
past. He also referred to the references
13 the curator and sceretary, and with
regard to the former mentioned the fact
that when Mr. Smith was apfmmtcd
here a large deputation from Palmer-
ston North had waited on him with
promises of a very much_higher salary,
asking him to return to his former em-
ploy. The board was distinctly fortun-
ate in having such a man as Mr. Smith
as curator. Regarding the secretary,
the speaker suid he would not insult
him by offering an honoerarium.

Mr.” Browne also paid his tribute to
the chairman and officers and recalled
the fact of his being among thoss who,
thirty vears ago, when the park was
nothing but a gully, after paying 2s
6d for the privilege, mot spades and
planied the pine trees over which they
heard so much discussion now. He
entirely agreed with the chairman
that the trees should be removed
where it was practicabls to do so. Con-
cluding, Mr. Browne hoped the suc-
ceeding chairman would have more
money ab his disposal to effect improve-
ments at a greater rate.

The vote of thanks to the chairman
for his report was then put and car-
ried by acclamation. .

THE BALANCE-SHEET.

The seeretary read -his annunl state-
ment of receipts and expenditure for
tho past year, Receipts showed
the borengh subsidy of*£150, a bequest
from the estata of the late Peter Mut-
son £25, donations £11 19s Gd, annual
subseriplions £7 '18s 6d, picture enter-
tainment £3 5s, hox in park £3 135 2d,
boxes in hotels 16s 10d, boat license 12s
6d, and firkwood 7s, making @ total
{with the balauce in hand last year of
£34 35 9d, and a debit balunce of £37
1s) of £276 14s 3d. The chief items of
expenditure were the wales account,
permaucent £186, and casual £59 3s,
with sundry items for tools, repairs,
ete., making up the total.

Members generally expressed satis-
faction at the state of affairs. The
Chairman mentioned the various items
omitted as referred to in  his report.
Mr. Cork compated the meagre sum
of £180 paid 1n wages with lhis own
personal expenditure of £150 at “‘Over-
dale,” where he had only a couple of
acres.  The Mayor mentioned that this
vear there wounld be something aceruing
from the Avenue Road reserves, which
would in future place the board on a
better footing. .

The annual report and balance-sheet
were then adopted. -

THE NEW CHAIRMAN.,

Mr. Cock said that as he understood
Mr. Govett intended shiortly to proceed
to Fugland he could not continue in
office fuor another year. He proposed
that Mr. W. L. Newman be elect
chairman for the ensuing year. This
was secouded and carried unanimously,
Mr. Newman suitably thanking the
board for the honour conferred on him.



THE CURATOR.

Mr. Govett said it was very generally
recognised that they had in their cura-
tor an exceptionally good man. They
would all very mnuch like to be able to
increase his salary, but funds would
not permit. He moved that a bonus of
£5 ba granted Mr. Smith in partial re-
cognition of his valuable services. Gen-
‘eral regret was expressed at the small-
ness of the amount, and the motion
was carried unanimously.

TH, MAY 7, 1913
GOVETT DONATION

The socretary of the Pulekura Park
Board (3dfr, C, H. Drew) wishes {o
acknowledgo with thauks o denation of
£10 from Mr. €. W. Govett iowards
the funds of the hoard.

JOCKEY CLUB'S PROPOSED
IMPROVEMENTS.

The propoaal of the Taranaki Jockey
Club to re’n a numher of ninus insignis
trees far the purpese of prepaving o
site Tor a new stand and for improving
the entrance to the racecourse was cis-
enssed, Mr. Callis menticning that the
gquestion wonld come before” the next
meoting of the Reserves Committee of
the Borough Council, .

On the motion of My, Govett, it was
resolved that the board sees ne objee-
iion to the Jockey Club entting down
2 few trees so long as” the Borongh
Connel conzents, the land enly heing
temporarily oecupied chy the -board
under liconse from the horongh,

TH, MAY 24, 1913
KIWI DONATION

Mr, Feck, of Uruti, has presented,
per Mr, Wewton King, a fine young
kiwi to the Pulekura Park. 1t was
found in s nest with an egg. It is a
very dark brown male specimen in ex-
cellent plumage.

TH, JUNE 4, 1913
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

_ The maonthly mecting of the Puke-
kura Park Board was held at the Town

Hall an Mouoday might, JMe. W, L.
Newman neestding.  There were alsa
presont s Messes, W, AL Collis, €, W,

Govett, 11. Ford. aund 1t. C. Hughes.
CURATOR'S REPORT.

Me, W W Bwith. ewrator, reported
thut. as directed by the hoasd on the
oeciasion of the last meetineg, he had
eut down and removed the naplar troos
near the waterfall,  The work of ent-
tings down tho six pinns insignis in the
ericket ground had preceeded as exe
peditiousiy as the reeent stormy weather
would permit,  Owing to the windy
weather they had had to oive a lot ef
time to the general elearing of the
Park aml burning-up of the detiris.
The extra man now heins employed
Bl heen most of his time wmowing
rougzh mrass and grabbing zorae.
anether weel o o fortmigh
plete that elass of worl, Tt wonld be
impessibie Lo get the Park into a elean
condition {for another manth. er until
the aviwmn leaves of all the deeiduons
rees have fnllen. During the month
a lady sent o packase af plants.
viage paid, to the Laavd,  3re. AL .
Beauchamyp, of Hurwerth, alsg hrought
n good collection of native nlants 1o
the Poavk,  They were promptly plantesd
and at present ave all Taoking well,

hearty voto of thanks was aceord-
ed ta the denors of plants, ote,
BOROUGH SUDBXIDY

The Boreugh Couneil  notified
board of u resolution passed at thoe last
mweeting of the conncil as [ollows: —
“Phat a sabsidy bo granced to the
Haard of Trustees appointed under the
Taranaki Botanic (Gardens Act. 1876.
of =such sum which tozether wiih the
share nf revenue pavable 1o the spid
trustees under smid section 4 of the
New Plvmonth Heereation and Face-
course Heserve Amendmont Aet. 1011,
shall amonnt to the sum of £150."

The Chatrman veported thai {here
was a hanlk boalanee of L1032 15 Sd in
favaur of the hoard.

Mr, Hughes suggested that in view
of this halanee the beard take some
steps to fence the grounds in erder 1o
malie them secure when feles were
being lietd.

14 was estimated that the work would
cost some L£300, and ue action was
takon,

BP"” BEORY

the

TH, JUNE 28, 1913
GOLF LESSONS

NEW PLYMOUTH CLUB.

Members of the New Plymonth Golf
Club are reminded that the ecommittec
have engaged J. M‘Cormick, the Auck-
land enach, from July 2 to July 8, and
those who are anxious to take lessons
aroe requesied to at once book dates
with the hon. secratary, Mr, C, Denny
Brown, ADM.P. Society’s office. Les-
sons will be ziven on the New Plymouth
Recreation Ground on Wednesday, Iiri-
day, Monday, Tuesday and onsThurs-
day and Saturday at the Club’s links.

TH, JULY 8, 1913
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The usual moeting of the Pukekura
Park Board was held on 3onday even-
ing. The chairman (Mr, W, L. New-
man) prosided, and other mombers
present were: Mossrs, G, W. Browne,
. . Hughes and Harris Ford. Apolo-
gies for non-attendance were received
from Messrs. W. Ambury, R. Coclk and
W. A. Collis.

OURATOR’S REPORT.

Mr. W. W. Smith, curator of the
park, reported that the chief work of
the park staff for the past month had
boen that of mowing the rough banks,
grubbing gorse, and also the innumer-
able secdlings of sycamore and onk
growing thereon. lixcepting two days,
which had been taken up in planting
trees, the remminder of vhe tume was
given to raking and burning rubbish
and the largo accumulation of autumn
leaves. I'or screral days the staff had
been engaged in planting tree-ferns on
the more open space in thagppark. The
extra man employed was at ?resen‘c
clearing tho slopes ahead to enable the
stafl to proceed with the worle of plant-
ing. During the month & package of
seeds had been received from Profes-
sor W. D, Westervelt, of Honolulu,
which comprised some very beautiful
species of plants, some of which should
flourish in the park. Three packets of
native plant sceds came to hand, and
also a packet of native trecs from
anonymous donors. Somo nikan palms
had been received from Mr. C. E. Bell-
ringer, and plants of the purple lilac
from Dir. Bert M‘lhwen,

The curator again referred to the
matter of dogs being brought into the
park.  On Sunday thoe Muscovy duck
got a chewing by one, this being the
second time it has been attacked dur-
ing tho last fortnight, and he pointed
out that somo people failed to under-
gbamd that the scent of wild birds in
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the park was wholly different from that
of domestic fowls, which, perhaps, their
dogs were accustomed to.  Generally
the scent of the former instantly arous-
ed the hunting and killing instinct in
almost every dog. Mr. Smith said lLe
would therefore report all: offenders
bringing dogs into the park in the fu-
ture.

" The roport was adopted, and on the
motion of Mr. Browne the curator will
bo asked to veport any visitors infring-
ing on the hy-llaws with respect to dogs
not on a lead.

Votes of thanks were accorded Pro-
fessorr Westervelt, the anonymous don-
ors of seeds and plants, and to Mr.
Hughs Baily for a donation towards the
board

s funds. .
GENERAL.
Consideration of an offer, by the

Angle-Swiss Milk Company to install
an automatic chocolate machine in 1he
park was held over,

Tho Town Clerk (Mr. F. T. DBellrin-
gor) notified that the council was
pleased to remit the amount duc by
theo board for rent of the Council Cham-
bers and that in future the board
would be granted the use of a room in
the Town Hall once a month free of
charge.—The seccretary (Mr. C. H.
Drew) will write the council tendering
the thanks of the board for its kind-

ness.

Mr, R, Cock intimated that he would
be forwan]inﬁ a quantity of bulbs for
planting in tho park.

Mr. Cock was appointed visitor for
the ensuing month.

Acoounts amounting to £4 % 9d
were passed for payment.

A vote of thanks to Mr. Hughes for
the uso of his ofice, where the meeting
was leld, terminated the meeting,.

TH, JULY 15, 1913
KIWI DONATED

Mre. J. W. Martin, of Brooklands
Road, on Monday presented a particu-
larly fine specimen of the hen kiwi,
which he secured on his Pukearuhe
farm, to the Pukekura Park authoritics.

TH, AUGUST 5, 1913
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly mwceting of the Puke
kurs Park Dosrd was peid i the Coune
eil Chambers on Monday evening. The
chairman (Mr. W. 1. Newman) presid-
e, and other membors prosent were
Messes., F. P, Carlall, G W, Hrawne,
and W, A Collis, Lreave of absenee
was granted Messrs, 1, Cack, W. Am-
bury, und Harris Faed,

CURATOR'S REPORT,

The enrator (Mr. W, W. Smith) re-
ported that duripa the past month the
work of obe stall had heen somewhot
interfered with ewing to wet weather.
The gale with heavy rain on the 20th
hrought down one ol the cnpressus ma-
crovarpa trees uenr the  leda-rogns,
smashing half the adisining tree with
it.  Twao days were required to clear
away wreekage, and plant the hank
with large tree ferns.  Two and a-hall
dnys wers requived ta plant the bulbs
presented hy Mr. R, Cock. The staf
mlanted about a thivd of therp on the
Il recently thinned of pines in the
Sports Ground.  The lutler work was
completed by all thess who ondertook
to eut down the trees in very satisfacs
tory style. They had continned the
work ol mowing the rough grass, gruh:




bitve  sorfa amd young  wuttles,  and
Lurning rihbish when the weather per-
wiitted,  I'art of the banks between
the lake and the Vegeltown walle had
been  planted  with fern trees, and
would be completed during the present
week, The open spaces near the Car-
rinrton Road entrance to the park had
also  been planted  with  large  tree
ferns. In regard to the slippery eons
dition of some of the walks he would
be glad if the board conld secure a few
londs of nshes to enable tha paths to
boe levolled in parts. Ashes lacted mueh
longer than the material browght from
the gaol ¢quarry. During the month
Miss Devenish took o the park srome
Japruese bulbs and Guernsay lilies ;
Messrs, Dupean and Davies presened
100 rambler yoses of different vavieties;
and Mr. K. (. Wehster presented some
tropical planuv seeds from Honolulu.—
Tho report was adopled, snd votes of
thanks were accorded the donors men-
tioned, and also Mr. R. Cock for a
donatinn of bulbs received last month,

GENERAL, .

|

Mrs. F. 3, Cory, proprietress of the
ten-roaras, was granted :M‘l‘!:'dssinn 10
close the kiosk, exeupting ou Sundnys,
for the next two months. :
The board decided to thank the
Nestle-Anplo-Swiss  Milk Co. for its
offer to instal an antomatic chotalate
machine in the park, and regretied
that it eould not aceept same.

On the chanwman's suggestion ib was
deetded to take out an accident insur-
ance policy for £300 on the loard’s em-
plovees.

Alr, F. P. Corkjll was appointed over-
serr for the ensuing manth.

Mr, Collis menzioned the fact that
the tall trees at the southern end of
the park had grown so tall as to ob-
seure the view of Mount BEgmaont, and
suggested that the trees should * be
topped. Other members favoured the
iden, and the baard decided te mest on
the ground an Thursday week.

On the chairman’s suzgestion it was
decided to keep the third man employ-
ed at the park for the present month,

Mr. Hughes introduced the guestion
of improving the paths on o permanent
basis, and faveuring asphalt.  Others
objected to this material an the mround
that it would rob the park of its natu-
ral beauts, but as Mr. Hughes' motien
will eome, forward next month discus-
sion Was postponged,

Accounts amounting to 165 3d were
passed {or payment.

TH, SEPTEMBER 2, 1913
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The ordinary monthly meeting of the
Pukekura Park Board was held in the
Council Chambers on Monday evening.
The chairman (Mr. W. L. Newman)
presided, and other members present
were Maessrs, R. Hughes, Harris
Ford, RR. Cacls, G. W. Browue and the
hou. secretary; Mr. C. L. Drew.’

CURATOR’S REPORT.

The curator (Mr., W. W, Smith) re-
ported that the work authorised at the
last inceting of -the”board in the park
had been completed as far as possible,
The six loads of ashes had been utilised
to the best advantage in repairing the
siore. worn-out parts of the walks, In
the parts where the paths had been
raised in the centre they bad also been
drained with small clay pipes, which
would keep them from wearing away
along the sides. The six loads received
completed about seven chains, The cut-
ting down of the acacin trees-at the
waterfall was also finished, and a fence
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put alonfy the west side of tho bank as
a safegnard against children . falimg
over. -The staif had also dug out the
large fern tree growing above the caves
or tunnels, and replanted it in front of
them, They were likowise adopting the
board's suggestion in - raising ‘s long
trunks up dgamst the loose walls of the
exterior rmcF would plant clomatis and
climbing ferns at their base to grow up
and cover them. The upright face of
clay above and on bath sides of the
tunnel had broken down considerably
during. the past winter. They had put
a fence along the t% of q!m tunnels
to avoid accident. o hulbs ordered
from Holland by Mr. S. Percy Smith,
and now in bloom at the Gilbert Street
entrance to the. park, had shawn fino
flawers in finely-toned colours. Nearly
all spring bulbs grow and flower well
in the park. Mr. Wm, Arthur present-
ed a quantity of rare ferns, which were
%lanted on the bank necar the tea rooms,

ho caretaker also forwarded a donation
of 10s from a “'working man with gooa
wishes to the park.” -~

The donors mentioned in the report,
and also Messrs. Honnor and Clark,
who gave a quantity of cinders, were
accorded votes of thanks.

GENERAL,

Mr. Cock said he wished to correct
an errouneous impression that had been
created . in. regard to the propesal to
instal an autoniatic ¢hocolate machine
in the park.- 1t was not a proposal from
the Nestle Anglo-Swiss Milk Company
to the board, but in reply to a request
from him (Mr. Cock) to the company.
It was in justice to the company, which
had its customers to consider, that he
wished to mako the position guite clear.

At the last meeting the board dceid-
ed, nn Mr. Collis's suggestion, to meet
in the park one Thursday afternoon to
consider the advisability. of topping or
removing the. trees at the southern end,
which - obstructed the. view of Mount
Egmont. Owing to the weather not be-
ing favourzble the meeting had not heen
held, and the chairman said he had
spoken to the curator on the subject.
He was agreeable to topping the tall
trees in the mmain section, and would
do so at the first favourablo opportuni-
ty, but was very loath to touch any of
the others., The meeting decided to
meet in the park to discuss the ques-
tion further. :

Mr. Hughes brought forward his me-
tion, of which he gave notice at last
meeting, to effect permavent improve-
ment to the more prineipal paths. He
favoured asphalt, especially in the parts
which were damp, and where the water
continually lies, After some discussion,
in which the need for improvement was
never questioned, but the ‘idea of
asphalt being used was strongly objected
to, Mr. Hughes asked leave to hold over
the question until next meeting, when
the weather should be mare suitable for
such work. :

Mr. Ford was appointed visitor for
the month.

TH, OCTOBER 7, 1913
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly meeting of the Puke-
kura Purk Bourd was held at the Town
rail on Monday mnight, Mr. W. L.
Newman presiding. ‘Lhere were alsd
present: BMlessrs, . P. Corkill, G, W.
Browne, W, A. Collis, I1. Word, K. C.
Hughes, and W, Ambury, i

Mr. W, W. Smith, curator, reportéd
that since Jast meeting a fortnight had
beon duevoted to retorming and repair-
ing the more imporiant walks and
those now used by suburban vesidents
passing daily to and from their re-
spective businesses in town. The
curved walk near the old fish-races,
the Vogeltown wall, the walks leading
from the sports ground, and the lower
part of the walk leading up_ to John
street had been reformed so far as the
quantity of ashes supplied would permit
them to apportion to each of them.
They had a quantity of pipes to dig
ot near the oid fish-races, which would
he used in draining the reformed walks
io, prevent them scouring in future.
Two of the four mentioned had already
been well drained, and also the wall
leading around the lower lake. The
tea-rooms, racccourse wall, and the
swamp near the rosebed had been well
cleared. This long wallk will reguife
repairing considerubly in the near
futuye. It is now much used by visitors
and race-going people. The remainder
of the month was devoted to general
cleaning, grubbing *gorse, and numer-
ous scedlings springing up “under the
deciduous trees. Thne native vlants of
all orders continued to make rapid
growth, and displayed great vigour.
tle had reccived during the month a
Eac];nge of native trees in good order

nt he did not know who pl'(asentcri
them. Mr. Taylor White, of Wimble-
don, sent some hybrid teal ducks, ns
also djd Mrs, Butcher, of Te Riri.
Aliss G¥aham, of Onaero, presented four
dove pigeons, which were a source of
delight to the young boys and girls
whe visited tho park.

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded
to the various donors mentioned in the
report. and also to Mr. C. Goodson, of
THawera, for a donation of a large col-
lection of choice delphiniums. .

It was decided, after somne discussion,
that Mr, Smith be authorised to con-
tinue the improvements to the paths
on the lifies he had been working dor-
ing the past month, except that Mars-
land Mill gravel be procured, if pos-
sible..in nlace of cinders.

The Secretary {(Mr. Drew) reported
that there was a credit balance GFD:EG&

Mr. Hughes was elected overseer for
tho ensning month.

TH, SEPTEMBER 2, 1913
KOWHAI IN FLOWER

Thero is an extraordinary growth of
vellow kowhai, the handeome native
shrub of the lepuminous arder, this sea-
gon in Pukekura Park, and the hills ab
the southern end are at present a very
pretty sight.
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TH, NOVEMBER 4, 1913
DOG PROBLEMS

“Dopgs still continue to work havec
in the park,” rvepoarted the curator of
Pukekurn Park at Monday’s meeting.
“One of the Moxican top-knot ducks
was chewed inte pulp lately. 1 noticed
tho blood on the walk early in the
moruing, but the owner of the dog had
apparently kicked or thrown the muti-
lat bird into the Inke after the deg
had done its ruthless work. Another
of tho two duclks sent by Ar. Taylor
White to the purk some time ago dis-
appearcd and cannot be found.”  Abwer
some disenssion, during which propaosals
to “‘sheat them,” “‘poisen them,”’ and
other stern meoasures were considered.
the board decided, on the motion of
Mr. Collis, lo lay poison in the pavk,
and to put up a notice to this elfect.
Far many vears now this nuisance has
continued, and it is hoped that if ihe
poisoning is ecffective and one eulprid
15 detected, that the effect will ba to
rid the park of the nuisance, The
matter was left to the supervision of
tha curator.



TH, NOVEMBER 4, 1913
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly meeting of the Bodrd
of Trustees of Pukekura Park was held
on Monday evening in the Council
Chambers. The chairman (Mr. W, L.
Newman) presided and memhers pres-
ent, were: Messrs. F. P. Corkill, W. A.
Collis, ;. W. Browne, R. C. Hughes,
R. Cock and Harris Ford.

CURATOR’S REPORT.

The report of the curator (Mr. W. W.
Smith) stated that as directed by the
board he had appointed an extra work-
man, and with the 22 loads of gaol

vel received had proceeded to re-
orm, drain and gravel the walks. Suf-
ficient was not received to complete
the walks around the lily pond and
lower lake. The system adopted would
undoubtedly prevent any scouring of
the walks for many vears. The paths
would now be fit to walk on with safety
and comfort in all weathers. The
Governor’s visit, continued the report,
to Pukekura Park on 14th was fully
enjoyed by his Excellency and suite.
He (Lord liverpool) remarked that it
‘‘was certainly a very beantiful place.”
After doing the paths the staff had
been employed gorse grubbing, mow-
ing grass and doing general cleaning.
They had been somewhat hindered in
thelr work by the wet and showery
weather during the past fortnight. The
report coneluded with the forwarding
of 55 from “another working man,”
towards the cost of re-fornung the
Vogeltown walk.—A vote of thanks to
the donor mentioned above was passed.

GENERAL..

Mr. Newman was appointed visitor
for the menth. .

Mr. Hughes mentioned the desirabil-
ity of procuring a plan of the park for
the guidance of membeérs at meetings,
and the matter of procuring one. was
left in his hands.

Mrs. F. C. Cory, lessee of the tea-
rooms in the park, wrote informing the
board that the roof of the kiosk was
leaking badly in places.—The matter
was leit in the hands of the chairman
with power to act..

Mr. Hughes directed attention to
the practice which prevails in the
Sports Ground on special festive occa-
sions of people continually climbing up
and down the terraces. Mr. Corkiil
supplemented My, Mughes’ remarks
but it was thought that nothing could
be done in the matter, the Sports
Ground being under lease to the com-
mittee. This brought up the auestion
of the tenure of the ground, and on
looking up the lease the secretary (Mr.
C. H. Drew) found .that the first seven
years of tho lease had mow expired.
The chairman and Mr. Corkill were em-
powered to look into the question and
report at mext meeting.

. The curator was granted his annual
holiday of a fortnight.

Accounts amounting to:15s 8d were
passed for payment.

TH, DECEMBER 9, 1913
KIWI DONATION

The Pukekura Park Board has_ re-
ceived from Mr. C. Rumball, of Ure-
nui, & fine specimen of the kiwi which
that gentleman has had in captivity
for somo lew months past. The cura-
tor, Mr. W. W. Smith, reports that it
is a female, about two years old, and
has arrived in excellent health and con-
dition. '
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TH, DECEMBER 2, 1913
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

MONTHLY MERTING,

The monthly meeting of the Puke
kora Park Board was held at the Tow
Huall on Monday night, Mr, W. L
Newman presiding,  There were alse
present: Messrs, .1 Corkill, 11, C
Huehes, L, W, Browne, and the secre
tary (UL M. Drow),

Apolagies were reeeived from Messra
R.'Cock, W. Ambury and W. A, Col

lis.
CURATOR'S REPORT.

The enrator. in his smonthly report,
stated that durine the fivst week of the
montle the stafl bad boen oneaged in
clearing and crnbbing the aarse an the
Will adjoining the raececirse, The two
hands emploved during his absence had
cotttinned the mowing and clearing of
the hills and both sides of the exten-
ston of the apper lake, A the walke
around the hillowi the lictle monn-
ment is |!|‘.n-l'|l had wlso hoen nm\rml.
Novwithsianding the strose winds, no
dutsneoe had been done o the trecs,
The wrowth aned fuxorianee of the pen-
eral vegetation in the park eontinued
HITHTA 1 owas proposeil ta continue
miowine  tie prass oand  grabbing the
corse sppearing e every part of ihe
RS Some time ago the big hoat
and two ennacs meored o the hoat-
hovtse had the sanciy plugs remaoved,
amil were sunk ot their moorings. 1le
mtendel to rse them durieg the woek
and afrer deving and cleaning, 1o e
it them fater onin the dey wonther.
Two of the dughs had disappesrs? lates
Iv,  but there  woere =111l ahout Tour
dozen vemaiming in the park.

THE SPORTS GROUND,

heldf of the snb-
i un o “I".'
ol e Sports

Me, Corkill. on
comtnities aplicinted
epteation ol ihe dease
Ground, repotted that the lease pro-
vidled thar arines the lost six months
af the first seven years” term o uow
yon! tor the |~1|:-L1':II‘_'| =t _\'{‘-:Il'--' Tit=
peval should Le asaesan] by arbitra-
tiatt, Unfortenately this  eomdition
Jaed nat heon enforeed, the term ot the
lease hving expived a few  nonths
HILON

Irowas decided, on the motion of My,
Corkill, (o write the Sparts Gironnd
Comanities thet this lapse would he
waived provided the matter weni to
arbitration at onee, g0 that a new rent-
al eould bo deeided npon betore Clinist-

I B
GENERAL.
The secrsotury reparted a credit bal-
anece of L5306 e 1hd.

A mumber of aceounts were passed
foar paeysend.

Me, W. L. Newman was appointed
visttor for the month.

Mre. Huzhes reportid that he had ar-
ranged to secore o plan of the park.

TH, DECEMBER 19, 1913
SPORTS GROUND WORKING BEE

A working beo was held at the Sporis
Cronnd on Thursday afternoon, when
oxcollent work was deno by thoso pre-
gent. The prass on the western  ter-
races was it and the paths were tidied
np, while the grass on the ground ter-
raco was out all reurd. The Sperts
Ground Cummittes wishes to thank
theso gentlemen who helpod, for their
sssistanen in putting the pround in o
respectable state. At the same E-Fme‘ 1t
s a pity more did not turn up, for
with n few more workers the whole of
the terraces could have been tidied up.
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Taranaki v Auckland

Taranaki Herald, September 5, 1913

IHE HULBT LGAME."

AUCKLAND BEATS TARANAKRIL

/
BY 11 POINTS TO 8.

Favoured with ideal playing con-
ditions the much leoked forward to
mooting of Aueklund and Tavanaki
took plice on the Sports Ground, New
Plymouth, on Thursday afternoon. This
biennial fixture is rocognised as the
cluef mateh of importance by the fool.
ball public of Taranaki, and us usnal
there was a large abtendunee,  After
its inconsistent play sines the preal
win over Auckland lvet month, anr the
unfortinate way in which the hacks
have been so disovganised, the Tain-
naki team wos hardly expected Lo win,
althouph an even fight was expectied.
And in this anticipations proved cor
reet, for notwithstanding the fact thab
Auckland led all throngh, Taranaki

nover showad signs of detoat until the

final whisila eompellad tham to acknow-
ledgre it.  The game was o sterling ena
from siart ta fnish; nob so stirring 63
the vrevious meeting in Auckland, you
ano of the hest seen koroe for many a
day and a distinet improvement an the
Avstralinn mntch lesy wesk, It must
be classed ns one of the best of the
many stubbomn contests hefween the
twa provinces. While-thero were nu-
merous tnosk-ants, and plenty of “gan-
ger'’ was infused into the work hy beth
sides, plav was by no means reugh. It
waos faat and at times exciting.  The
claver nttacking movements of the
Aunckland boacks aroused vhe keenest
admiration and appleuse and it 18 W
the superiority lhern shown that the
visitors must atiribeie their vistors.
"o Taranaki bocks were patehy, and
the quick passing rushns which used to
figuro ‘so prominently in_ their play
were hardiv seen at all, On the ather
hand our ferwards ean chim to have
nutclasied their opponents, although
here the difference was not so manifesh
asin the game at Auckland,

THE TEAMS.

CAUCKLAND (ffluo and White),
! Maoffatt
Q" Brien
Weston Q' Leary
Ross !

A Gregor Stewart

Hall
Barrott . Walia
Cunningham (captam)
Jywning
R. Sallars G, Sellara

TARANAKI (Anmber and Black)..

_ Bruee

GGeorgo
Hill Roberts . Cade
. Tacker A Lead (captain)
" Brown -
Taylor : f
Hawkins  Whittington |
‘Tamu Pini
= Prouse .
Cain Dewar

Taranaki v Auckland. (Auckland Weekly News, September 11, 1913) H. M. Smith.
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Richard Cock was appointed chairman. C. W. Govett died while serving on the Board, he had been a
trustee since 1892. C. H. Drew (Jeweller) was appointed in his place.

It is noted that at this time the Bathing House was no longer being used by bathers, but instead, as a
tool shed for the curator. It remained in its original location next to the lake until 1931. When the new
Tea House was built, the shed was moved to a location between the Tea House and the Fernery.

The major projects for the year were enlargement of the Lily Pond and the reclamation of the swamp
(Sunken Dell) near the Tea House. The dell was drained and the main lake overflow channel that ran
through it was widened to about 6 ft to improve the flow of water. Fill was added and a lawn was
laid. A pathway through the dell was formed and the banks were planted with a collection of native
ferns.

Smith also remodelled the Gilbert Street entrance, greatly improving its appearance and making it the
prettiest entrance to the Park.

A new path was started from near the Tea House, going up past the racecourse and behind the eastern
terrace of the Sports Ground.

Donations included:

Mrs Corbett, Okato, two Muscovy ducks; Sixty four hybrid ducks, bred from Chilean teal and the
grey duck of New Zealand, from the estate of the late Taylor White of Wimbledon.

Plant donations included:

Mr K. Webster, Oregon pine (Douglas Fir) and white pine seed, obtained from a lumberman in the
USA; Mr Hanreght, Taumarunui, a package of royal fern and other plants; Mesdames, Freeth and
Carrie, seeds and pot plants; Miss Devenish, collection of azaleas; Mr Cock, three dozen tree ferns,
comprising three species, nine were 3ft in height, and the others smaller; Mr A. Coxhead,
Tongaporutu, a parcel of native plants and seeds; Miss Devenish added further to the collection of
azaleas donating another half a dozen plants including two plants of azalea mollis; Mr Wm. Arthur,
two dozen large leaved tainui (new to the Park); Mr W. T. Adams, Greendale, Canterbury, ten
packets of American tree seeds; Mr Morshead, a fine collection of bulbs; Mr Cox, Togaporutu, native
tree seeds.

It was stated that some of the azaleas donated by Miss Devenish were planted on the eastern slopes of
Cannon Hill.

‘PrP-IISTORY ”



Summary of significant events

. A plan of the Park was compiled by the Survey Department showing the Park to be 55 acres
. The death of Board member Mr. C. W. Govett, replaced by C. H. Drew

. W. W. Smith developed Sunken Dell and extended the Lily Pond (Hatchery Lawn)

. The old fish races were filled in to form a curved walkway near the Lily Pond.

Royal Artillery Band
Play at Pukekura Park

TH, FEBRUARY 10, 1914

ROYAL
ARTILLERY
BAND.

The Fxecutive of the Auckland BExhi-
bition takes pleasure in announcing
that arrangements have been mads for
& brief tour of the Dominion by this
Famous Band, so as to allow these un-
able to journey to Auckland to hear
this Magnificent Combinatjon of Instro-
mentalists—undoubtedly the finest ever
heard in the Southern Hemisphere.
The time available for tour will allow

TWO CONCERTS ONLY
To be given in New Plymouth—
CORONATION HALL, THURSDAY,
IFEBRUARY 19, at 8 p.m.
RECREATION GROUNDS, FRIDAY,
. TFEBRUARY 20, at 3 p.m.

H, HARDCASTLE,
Advance Representative.
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TH, FEBRUARY 21, 1914
R.A.B. PERFORMANCE

ROYAL ARTILLERY BAND.

The Royal Artillery Band gave an
apen-air  concert in the Reereation
Sports Grounds en Friday alternoou,
and it s estimated that there were
about GO0 people present,  'The nmusic
was greatly cujoyed, although, unior-
tunately, the hghter passages in sev-
eral of the selections could not be heard
vory distinetly by the people who were
erowded together at the back of the
terraces. ‘The programme was as fol-
lows:—Muareh, “La Reine de Saba!
(Giounod) ;  solection, “'Lieder Ohne
Worte"”  (Mendelssohn);  *‘Humoreske
No. T Dwerak); overture, “Tann-
havser” (Wagner); hallet suite, “Cop-
pollie” (Delibes); (ny “Cradle Song,”

(b)  “Hungarvian  Dance, No, 6§
(Brahms); scenes  from  “Cavalleria
Fusticana’? (Mascugni); overture,

Sampa’ (Heraldh,  The erowd wus
particularly enthusinstic, and numer-
pits encores wero demnnded and gener-
ously respended Lo, The piecolo solo
by Corp. Reyvnolds, aceompanied by the
haned, which was ptven s an eneere
number, was one of the most popuinar
of the items of the alterpoon, and in
vesponse to eallz from all parts of the
amphitheaire for an encore Corp. Rey-
nolids gave another equally  delightiul
wota. The band left by the Rarawa last
night far Auckland.

TH, FEBRUARY 21, 1914
R.A.B. PRAISE PARK

The members of the Royal Artillery
Band were lavish in their praise of the
Recreation Grounds, all suying that
they were the finest they had seen in
their travels, The experience of play-
ing on the Sporls Ground surrounded
by thousands of people on the terraces
they described as absohitely unigue,
and one which they would never lor-
et

Royal Artillery Band. (Auckland Weekly News, March 4, 1914.) W. A .Collis
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TH, JANUARY 9, 1914
POHUTUKAWA IN FLOWER

Tho leantiful crimson hloom of the
native tres pohutakawa, commonly
known as the Christmas tree, seems
ihis voar to bs more profuse than
asual. gnd the hundreds of trees in and
around Now Plymouth are presenting
fiue  sizhts with their load of  fiery
inwors.  There are some particularly
fine specimens in Pukekura Park and
Kawarea Park, while thoere is a splen-
did tree on the veaeant seckion at the
corner of Liardet and Gilbert Stroets.

TH, FEBRUARY 3, 1914
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The evdinary meeting of the Board
of Trustees of Pukekura Park was
beld im the Town Hall on Monday
evening. T'he chairman (Mr. W. L.
Newman) prosided, and there were also
presont: Messrs, R, C. Huoghes, G, W,
Browne, Harris Iford, and C. W,
Govett,  The Chairman welocomed Mr.
(voveit back to his seat after s trip
o the Old Coundry. :

WORK IN THE PARK.

Tho report of the curator for the past
lwo months stated that the first 1wo
woeks in December were very wet and
windy, which somewhat impeded the
genoral wark and leto a lot of rubbish
to be removed. The pine tren hlown
down during a gale, near the Carring-
ton Road entrance, was cul up into
firewood and sold, hut 1t hoed not ye.
been removed. Smee the weather had
sottled, threo days before (hristmas,
they had been able to oontinue tho
grubhing of young gorse almest unin-
terruptedly.  The waole lot had been
burned and mew the park was almoest
irea from any danger of fire. They
were still continuing the work of mow-
ing and burning rough grass and pme
rubhish.

Ho would cail the atrontion of the
baard to thoe couditivn ol parts ef the
floor of the verandah of the tool-housc.
Three of the corters reguired Tmmesdi-
ale repairing, the bearers being rotien
Gereath the lleor. The work would re-
quire to be done by a practical carpen-
ter, as three of the verandah pusts
wern also defective.

e must again state thay after ihe
recont Maor sperts held in ihe Sports
Ceround the place was left in o disgrace-
tui condition.  Unless the loose paper
sealtored over the pround was elearesd
up, every wind biew it along  the
walles and gave them a lot of work in
palilering it up. ]

Tho matiers referred o in the re-
poit were duly attended to.

GENER AL

Reporting on the guesiion of arhi
trating on the Spords Laaund lease tig
Chareman suid ceat Mr,o Corkiil and
iwseid had been moving i tho matier,
bat the holidavs had somewhal gpset
the arrangements.  Meo Wo N, Faing
tad  been sppoinied teoace for e
Hports Groand Committes ol Mre, L
5 5 Medles for the board.  Ie vndor-
sband that sowe agrecment lagd |
preparcd by the solicitors to assist the
arbntrators in owalking thenr decision
Linding,  The matter had been put an
{ramn before Chrislimas, but owig o
atie of tho arbitrators being away or
twa or three weeks, notidug deliniie
Lad boeen doze.

Bi EISEORY

Me, Kenneth € Webster wrote tha
whint recently 18 the State of Washing-
ton, U.s.A., he askiwd a  prominent
Imnberman o precurs o guantity  af
Orevon pire (Dousins fir) and white
eootlse This duly coine (o hand by the
hast Aweriean mail and e mtended to
yawd them on te Mr. Smitic for pre
sontalion to the park., He trusted tha
bonpd wonld maka pood nse of these
and  wateh cwrelully  their luture
prrowth ——AMr. Wabster was thanked for
lis kindness.

It was reselved to request the bor-
ough engincer wo deliver the balaneo of
e matal, denated by the gaol author-
twes Tor improvements te thoe paths, as
soon as possiblo and while the fine woa-
thor lastodd.

Mr. Hupghes, wio had oifered 1o se-
cure a plan of the puark, prosonded a
cotnpdeie plan given by the Burvey De.
partment, and a vete of thanks was
avenrded the department.

Mr. Hupgiies was appointad
for the manth.

Accannts amannting to £1 11s were
passed for piyment.

Tha eredit lavanes standing to the
geconint of the beard was shown as £59
1s G4, recontly avgmented by tho ro-
coipl of rents and the boroupli subsidy.

visitor

TH, FEBRUARY 3, 1914
DUCKS MISSING

] regret to mention,’” reported the
eurator to the Pukekura Park Boord
on Monday evening, ‘‘that between
Decambor 10 and January 12 nine of
the tamer and finer ducks disappenred
from the lower lake. 1 do not think
it waa the work of dogs, otherwise wo
should have found some traco of them.
We now have two dozen young birds
coming along very wall.”  Mombers
of the board received the news with
regret, Mr. Harris Ford remarking
that two more of the ducks had disap-

red sinco the report was written,
t seoms a great pity that better pro-
taction cannot be afforded the animal
life in the park.

TH, FEBRUARY 6, 1914
TEA KIOSK AD
PEND SUNDAY AFTERNOQON in
Pukeloura Park Lstening to Mrs.
Wood and Mr. Van Heck’s Orchestra.
Birawberries and Cream and Refrosh-
nients at the Tea Kiosk.

TH, MARCH 3, 1914
PERMISSION TO FELL PURIRI

The chaivman of the Pukekura Park
Board (Mr. W, L. Newman) mentioned
at Monday mnight's mesting that tho
curator desired permission to fell ona
of the puriri trees on the flat near the
fountain, Hoe mentioned that the tree
wag unsightiy and a continual nuisance.
The hoard granted the request. and ane
member suzrested that they should pay
4 visib to the park with u view to de-
ciding which trees could wisely be re-
moved from the grounds. Another
member went sp far as to say that
they conld take out a couple of hun-
dred pines with every benefit to the
park.  The ehairman introduced a busi-
ness aspect to the quessinn by recalling
a paragraph lie had road in that even-
ing's Horald to the effect that orchard-
ists were paying ns much as £1 per treo
for pinus insignis, and that ho hoped
to ses a  portable sauwmilling  plant
ercetod mear the park some day, when
the bigger troes conld be turned to
profit.  Nothing was done in the
mabtar.
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TDN, MARCH 3, 1914
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

At the mouthly meeting of the Puke-
kura Park Board lust night there were
present: Megsrs, W, L. Newman (chair-
man), €. W. Govett, H. Ford, W. A.
Collis, I P, Corkill, and R, C. Hughes,

CURATOR'S REPORT,

The eurator (Mr W. W. Smith) re-
ported that sinee the meeting held on
March 2 the work of the Vark stall
had been that of ‘general maintenance.
lie hoped, soon to complete mowing the
grass, grubbing the gorse, for the see-
ond time this spring and summer, and
burning all rubbish before the rainy
season set in.  Owing to a complete
stoppage, by roots getting into the 1ain.
pipe earrying the water from the upper
lake to the waterfall at the old hateh-
ery, it had been necessary to open the
deep drain and remove the matted mass
of roots. This took two days. The
bridge over the overflow of the upper
lake mear the ten-rooms had also re-
quired a day's attention during the
month. Two of the bearers were rob-
ton, and gave way. He had put in
strong moanaku stems to last until he
could spare the time to remove the
deeaying bearers, which he hoped to re-
place with iron rails in a few weeks’
time, Four of these 11{-:\\-3' rails were
on hand, which would make secure work
of it for many years. 1le had also found
it necessary to put posts in the centre
of the two walks leading up from the
Sports Ground to the upper lake, to
prevent motor-cars, cabs and traps from
going up to the flat at the tea-rooms.
Phe practice had become quite a nuis-
ance by cutting up the walks and de-
stroving: the grass cdges.  Sinco last
meeling the earpenter had repaired the
floring of the verandah round the tool
house. Tt was now very secure, Up
to the present time le had not been
troubled this year with pond weed in
the lakes, There were traces of it in
a few places, but these will be easily
Jept under later on. A week ago, Mrs,
T. Corbett, of Okato, presented u fine
pair of muscovy ducks to the Board.
They were quite at home with the other
hirds. The growth of the general vege
tation in the park continued apace. The
yecent heavy showers had been very
beneficial,

(ENERAT,

Mrs, Cory, wlho is iu charge of the
tea-rooms at the Park, wrote enclosing
£2 25 for improvements to the Lea-rooms,
which she asked to lave treated ae a
donation to the funds of the Park.

She will ha thanked for her donation,

Mr. Newman was appointed  visitor
for the month.
A sub-commitler, consisting of the

chairman and Messrs. Tughes and Ford,
wis appointed to confer with a Iadies’
committee relative to the taking up of
the Park Saturday collectivns.

Accownls amounting to 85 4d were
passed for payment.



TH, APRIL 7, 1914
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The moanthly meeting of the Puke-
kura Park Board of Trustees was held
on Maonday evening. the chairman {Mr
W. L. Newman) presiding.  Other
wmembers proesent wore: Messre, Fo P
Corkill, G0 W, Govett, Harris Ford, R.
Cork and R. C. Hughes.  The main
business of the evening was the receipt
of a report from the curator (Mr. W,
W. Smith), who stated that there was
little of importance to report on for the
past menth.  As in the month of Feb-
riary. the work had been chiefly that
of mowing and general cleaning of the
park. As was nsnal at this time of the
voar, the recent high winds had given
the stafil & consicdernbie amount of ex-
tra work, but there was no damage
done to the park,  Mr, Cock was ap-
poitted visitor Tor the month, It was
decided to painy the Poet's Bridge,

The annual sSarueday collection lor
Prkekurn Parh has boen fixed for Sat-
urday . Apreil 290 At Monday's meeting
ol the hoard members asked whether,
in view or the many veconh appeals {or
funds by ather loeal hodies, 1t wonld
ot be as well to pastpone the collee-
tinn till later in the vear. It waa de-
eiloal, howover, that there was no time
li%e the present, and the previens date
was adhored to. It may be stated in
adviniee that “exemption badges™ will
he wiven taall dousrs of 108 or over.

Tt was mentioned at the Pukekura
Park Board moeting on Monday that
unider tho new valuation tho 46 odd
acres of the park wero valied at £5100
(improvementas £1810),  The park is,
of covrse, nol taxable.

TH, APRIL 7, 1914
CURATOR’S REPORT

“1 propose shortly to start planting
native trees and shrnbs extensively in
the park.  For this work T would he
glad to receive donations of plants and
soeds from country friends who ave i a
position to send them. The present is
an exceptionally fruitful year for most
species of native plants, which is un
inducement to me to ask for such per
medium of the hoard.”-—Extract from
the report presented by the curator
(Mr. W, W. Smith) at the meeting of
the Pukekura Park Hoard on Monday,

TH, APRIL 7, 1914
DUCK IN THE PARK

The annual migration of ducka from
the country into Pukekury Park & now
boginning us the shooting season he-
comes nearor, A fortnight ago there
were two dozen ducks on the Park
lakos, now thore wre ovor 100, and it
is confidently expected that betore May
I comes vound the Purk will ba thickly
populated with hirds seeking a haven
tvom  the regions mnds  porilous by
sportsmen,  This happins in various
othor pluces in New Zealand, and there
ean he no suvep indication of illogal
shooting hefore the scaeon begins, for
the arrival of the birds cannot he put
down to any other reason than the
desire to escape danger.

Bi EISEORY

TDN, APRIL 25, 1914

“PARK BATURDAY.”
11 ig questionable whether our Pukekury
Park Board is sufficiently aggressive in
the matter of soliciting financial assist-
ance from the peopie. One appeal an-
nually is made, by means of “Park Sai-
urday” colleetions, and “Park Baturday”
for 1914 arrives to-day., The contribut-
ors can depend upon their money being
put to good use; in fact, one of the
most atriking festures of the adminis-
tration of *he moat beautiful park in
the Southern Hemisphere, and ome of
the most delightful pieces of man-help-
ed natural beauty in the world is that
the Board manages to do so much with
such small revenue, The state of the
Park is undoubtedly o credit to the
talented gentleman in charge of it. The
balance-shect for the financial year just
ended is not yet wvailable, but from
that of 1013 i8 gleancd the information
that wages cost only £245 38, and of
ithis £186 went to the permanent slaff,
while the hosts' of water-fowl were fed
for a little over £4. The Board couid
spend mueh more money to very groat

advantage, Some of the beauties of
the Park remain to be developed.
This staff is far {too small, but

the Board, on ils slender means, cannot
afford to bring it up to the requirel
standard, its total revenue for 1813
having been only £270 odd, of which
£130 came from the borough subsidy.
New Plymouth people are pardonably
proud of their Park. But what help is
fortheeming from the avernge citizen?
He is prepared to enjoy its shady walt:s
and sylvan glades, and to leave the busi-
ness of maintaining them to “the other
fellow.”  We hope that to-day the peo-
ple will remove this reflection upon their
love of the Leautiful, and make Patk
Saturday & success,  We must confess
that we would like Lo zee 2 little more
life infused info the arrangements for
the annual colleetions, the work ncmnin'g
to fall upon the secretary and a little
band of devoted women, There is no
reason why the members of the Board
should not get busy themselves, and also
promote, say, an annual Park fete,
whieh, properly run, should prove one
of the most popular, euccessful and pro-
fitable fixturea that could he arranged.
By its means and with the Park Satur.
day, the Board should be lifted from its
slate of chvonic impecunicsity and be
enabled to effect further improvements
in one of New Zealand's greatest scenie
heritages,
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TH, MAY 19, 1914
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD A.G.M.

The annual meating of the Pukekura
Pari Board was helo av the Town Hall
ot Monday might, A W Lo Newman
presiding, Uhere were also prosent:
Mlesses, 1, T Corkill, WL AL Gollis, W,
Ambury, B. €, Hugaes, H. Ford, and
tho seerelary (Mr. . M. Drew),

An apolopy was received from My,
C. W, Loveot,

CURATOR'S REPORT.

Mir. W. W, Smith, exrator, reported
that when Lhe yoar Maveh, 1Y 1s-waaren,
L4, began the stalt was engaged pe-
forming awd draimvz walks 1 the
parle. which was conuhued as long as
mutberials lusted,  The nime pine wwees
ordered to be eubt dowo were next at-
tended to. The planting el young pa-
tive trees amd trec Jorns oceumed g
fortnight ; woubbing geise and nroom,
pow e forn wod roinggn seiass, tollowed,
bt wis mueh hindored by wou weathor,
Two days were guen o scraping lhu
Bhottem of the lakes with « strong
segthe (o provent the growth of ponu-
weed,  whieh bad given o Turther
teouhkle. Wer weather and  strong
wittds up il Deeember 20 voused tiuen
work,  Except o small patelr near the
racecoirse, the wiohe pars had  besa
wowi twice darmg the years During
the winter it was proposed to ehightly
remodel the entrance of the pare ut
Gilbert Street. The grawtit of the trees
so o vinid that v was inbended to
make the oroad walk two or thre
teo L narrower on the waterfall side, to

Wias

enablc  transolantation ol race and
valuahle trees (o ferm an additional
row nside the tuet edpine, 18 wounld

eopsial of olecias ol senceios, whicl)
would grearly imurove the entranee,
The planding of nutive trees and tree
furns would oecupy some tme. A con-
siderabie wmonnt of wimming off the
lower branelies of pine trees would be
vequired to enable the ferns and gen-
eval undergrowth to make lieadway,
Keforming of walls wnd cutting dawn
pine trees, ete.. econld be authorsed by
the Leard afwr imspection.  ‘Fhe beds
on the lown awd the rose-bed had made
vizoraus growth during the vear. The
fax-bod contained & varietios of native
fux, all flourishing well,  All 1lie
senecios and olvarias received from K-
tain n the far north and thase from
SOU0Ft. to J000ft, trom the mountains
ol the Wost Coast of the South Lslund
and the Chatham Islands had flonrished
vigorousiy side by side.  Miss Devenish
Lasl senu some new plants. Mesdames
Treeth and Corrie seads and pot plants
respeenively, and an snonymous denor
I;.‘Ifi alsy sent some fine native plants,
Sovds had also heen received tvom Ka-
whin, and My, Hanrizht. of Taumara-
nui, sent a packaye ot Horal fern and
other plants,

Hearty votns of thanls were accorded
tn the various donors of plants, seods,

1 I 8
T CHAIRMAN'S REPORT.

The Chairman, in s annual seport.
stated thut, thanks to the initiation
of “Park-Saturday and the senerosity
of doncors. the bnances or the board
viere 1 oa satisinetory state, and it was
pleasing to kuow that the jtem of in-
torest upan overdralt had almost van-
ished Trom the board's geconnt.  Copi-
mencing the vear with a debit balance
at €37 10x, the year emded with o eredit
baiance of L35 125, In addition te
general apkecp an apprecieble sum had
Loon expended upon the paths, and
more would have heen  aceomplished



bt for the difliendty of nh!.ul D Alit-

ahle 1|.L\|‘T The speaal heds of New
Zealand  Hax, uolearia, '-l.'lu*rw-. anuld
ruses had hoen of unel interest to

visirors, anel turethe pmprovements wege
“;u!ompmh[] along the paih le 1{]II:I"“
from the Gillers Streew entranee, whiel

wits' by far the pretiwst entranes to
the mick.  The membors of e board
wore tulle ahive oo the necessiby Yor

dning vy with a number of the lavg

1iv111- sty trevs, bt the matter of
expense was b present ;i,i{ln.ﬂt_\.
The preservation ol hoth aguatic and

innd bivds in the park called for con-
m]lw,muu and  should nterest  overy
member of the community, It wus 1o
be regeetterd thay the partion of the
park Tinder the control of the Spurie
Lommittoo [iui not *.ilu“ such =ignz ul
provement  as cunld bao wishedl for
hut it must be recognised the Jisabili-
sios wanaer which that kady wan Jabour-
e, The tea-roem: under Mrs, Cory's
capable managemeat had beeome fuie
an instistion aml were muech appreci-
atod hy v The renorn conelinded

mors,

with speeinl referenes o the zenlous
grpviens of the enentor, Mr, W, W,
wath, whieh, he osaid, condd not bhe
estimated by mers meney. and 1o the
valued serviees of tho lion, seerolary,
= G Gl Bl R 537

GENERAL.

The Seeratary reported a credit hals
ance of £1325.
m"lji?w ustalian, Mr, W. T. Smith,
was voled o Bonws as a shght tokon of
appreciation of s ,.a?nm SPTVICES,

On the metion of Me, B G0 Honghes,
a very hearty vote of “ths m;.-. WIS e
corded ta the fadies whe had so 1.1nr:|v

underiaken the volleetions on “Park
Saturdny, 5 S i

Ot the morien of Me. 7, P (fll[.|,|.
a hearty vote ol thanks was algo ac-

carred to the chairmaw and to ihe hon,
soerotary  for thenr valnable servies:
durinz the past year. Several members
aof the hoard Ltmlw in appreciative
tergts of the keen terest tlms had
heen taken in the weltare of the park

e Mo Newman and :\'II. Prew,

Despite the recont s.nm‘t, the park
was in gplendid order. Tho paths wero
teint and nees and’ }nu- were praciieal-

Iy no indications r:f the heavy wind ex-
wieneed,  The retunda looked (resh
anil Im;uzi in oo nm\ conl of paint,

additional brighiness woas lLln
to the peneral sceno by the brighi red
wihich fignres ]:rommuut!\- in the de-
coration of the two bridges, which are
.1.-0 being re-painted.  Seen from 2
spob elose to tho springheard at  the
north-castern end of tho bie lake, the
view was magnificont, “The u"lnﬂ.L]m‘m
ot the trees in the lake first pleased the
eyes, but directly ono locked towards
tho meuntain o siil :.1r\u~ gloerious HC“-‘-
presented itself. In the foreground the
various shades of green made a h"nh
ing picture, but crowning all, clear and
snowy hh.t:‘ Mount lj,m.mt towered
in the lnn..,.olmu.

SO that’s perfectly maanificont,’
saidh General Godicy; it reminds one
of  the cardens in Santinge  (Chili),
wherg there is 4 view somcihing ke
this. Altogether, these gardens are
pericelly  de ?I:.Iuﬁ I had ne idea
they wera =o Beautiful, Yes, thoy are
cavininly the best I've ever seom,’ heo
econelucded.

General Sir Ian Hamillon was also
astomshed at the beauty of the place.
“Well, it eortuinly is a treat to como
to such a plare as this,” he said,  “1
hape tho park apd all these beautiful
irees will always e preserved; fo oulb
the trees down would bo nouhlnp, bt
descerniion. This plues s really splen-
did,’’ he concluded,

And with many other similar words
m' aztonishment and appreciation al
tho beauty of tho park, ths party re-
arotfully loft the ruuien.-, and progesd-
ed to ibe next stage of their pro.
oramme.

whilst

TH, JUNE 2, 1914
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING
SUNKEN DELL

The monthiy meeting of the Board

TH, MAY 19, 1914
CHANGE OF CHAIRMAN
i Caclk has been elected chair-

man nt lfm Pukekora Park Board for
the ensuing yvear.

TH, MAY21, 1914
PRAISE FOR THE PARK

‘A DELIGHTFUL PLACE.”

“BIST GARDENS I'VE SEENS

Thoa above eomments, and many
others ot a smnhj nature, were uttered
by Censral Siv lan Hqunltru and mem-
bers of !nis party when  they visited

Pakeliora Park on W Umw Messrs.
".‘\'. Lo Newman and 10 12, Corkill {mem-
bors  of the Loard) ..n(! Meo W.OWL
SBinith (curntor of the park) accompan-
ied thio pariy and showed them as many
ity spots as possibile in iho Hmited
tine availnble

T4 was originally intended that anly

a very shere time should be spend in
the ;1.!t bub so eloumed were the
party with tho manyg besutiful walles

N

that a muoch longer time than at fit
.m'::up..n-d wng oceupied hy the visit.
The party entered by the Gilhort Strect
entrance, thence prosceding round the
lehe and over tho Poet’s Bridge o

stnaller 1r:z:];;r_- heyond, Lere,

the rogret of all members of
¥, the Jateness of tho hour pres
any jurthor extension of the

i EISEORY
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the part
rnled
visit.

af Trusters of Pukekura Pork was held

in e Couneil Chambers on Monday

evening.  The chairman (M1, . Cock)

presided. and members present woere

Messre. W, L. Newman aud H. C

f'n;'r‘nm. with the heon secretary., Mr.
. Drw.

CTBATOR'S REPORT.

The euralor (Mr. W. Smith) re-
ported thai the first week of the month
was devated to tchoming  the lowor
branehes of 1he lavzer troes alter the
storm.  Beveral of tha sounger Lrees
in the mare exposed parts :c-u:n'ﬂcl to
be gel up and fnstened in by ramming
fresh soil aroand the stems and reots,
The trimming of the fern trees vequir-
ed spvernl davs, Except two doys spent
m plantng and owo in mowing vangh
crass aned e 1|>h.n;.'; corse the oo
dor of the maenth waz spent in eleani:
up and burning rubhish. ‘-nrm thin
tlanking with which to mend a number
ol steps was required.  During the
manth Mr. Willinm  Arthur presented
the board with two dozen plants of
rnr;:c-ln:n-ml 1-.;'mm'. They were veorg
aeceptal ble, ,1: they were new (o the
park. o had algo received four pac-

kots of Nutive plunt seeds by post .mm'

Tawmarunui, bul did net kuow who
L,
Henety votes of thanks were accord-
el Mr, Arthur and  the Taumurunu
donor for rheir generasity,

The plankivg asked for will be pro-

cureac.

PERMANENT TMPROVEMENTS.

In his veport the curator said there

were twn pieces of work still on the
staff’s hands which had heen delayved
73

years, namely, cleaning, remod-
elling and phn‘tmtf the rough swamp
at he entrance to the p‘_:rf. {heyond
the Sports Ground) and also the head
al the water lily Juke.. The rushes in
the latter would have to he romoved,
and by eotting back the waterfall side
af the lake (utilising the speil for filling
up the ald unsightly ﬁJ races) and
planting the banks of the lake mth
ferns a great improvemen! would he e.
fected.  When commencing the work
on the swamp it wonld first. be necos-
sary to ent a deep drain throuch it {e
thoronghly drain it befors 1t eculd ha
riv.ll“'! and clesned, whea they could

-‘1|" eanfarmation of the area to be
n:lnr slheel and planted,

for 24

The chairman said this repart wos
the anteame of n chat he liad }w:r.l with
\r- Amith, whei the speaker ad ask-

{ him 1t report on L}ww m .1[L,L‘1-- His
\_.u.z wias to show the people of New
Flymouth some permaneni worle ws Lhe
result of thoe woney which they had so
roadily subseribed. The swump refers
red to wos between e band cotunda
and the tea kinsk, and had ahvays heen

an evesare. M Smit's idea wis 1o
it put tnoa drais 6L wide o drain
thy place. and }Jm.’wh].. laver to make

The exiension of
ved wouidd l]‘-ﬁ
’1\“1-]\ and 1

a ITIJIIJ"l’Hl'e' L dle
the lilv pound as sug
1m'[+! ove thal portion

raising the paths they vould always no
ukp dry. The bowrd 1|1E how ”57

to deai with, aml the snealim’s opinion
was thue 0 the works pre posed were
carvied ne and gt the end of the vear

the buwrd  tound  itsell with  cupty
ehieats, the neople would o sacjsied
wish the thipravements and would read-
v subseribe aoain,

After o briet discnssion the hoard
adopred che s~heme. widl instincted the
curater to proeceed with the work,

GENERAL,

The ‘Town Clerk motified thar e
Mavor (Mo 0 R Wilsom) and Mossps
W Admbiey and W AL Collis L be
appeited the econnel’s ropresentatives
un the boaned,

The o Torw ]‘rlir1 L1 1~ heing
the anpe recoivel Trom dhe wile .':
s J-’Jili!‘: c-,' f{.L\\n,{:.!_

Captom A, C U sievens,

Aroa Group

Uﬂ'lfl'l':'. tendorod his dhanks 1o iha
Clute il anembors ol the Dol
by L|H‘1I CORIrEoay :]‘.u‘.'.‘n 1

the seei-
f General Homiiton,
¥ L conuunien ton frem
the speirtury the 'E':m1. Cleris advised
dhat the eouncil had enly wwo
st ossphalt weixed, ol the haurd o auld
Bave Gt ab 1 MW ner varl—br was
decided o leave the matier {o
\L.i\m tor the manth, Mre. Ford,
asphalt was !l\[tilu‘l] for the re- 'LnHLI.‘
ol the baod oo,

The Town Clork also intimuied that
i futire the annial grant o the
Borouzh  Conneil, tegethior with the
share of revoune from o reserves, would
atnount w10
Aeenin -".mrjll:lrir.,l.:; i
e payment,

sion of the vy
T resnons;:

-2

R

D 1e B

TDN, JULY 3, 1914
DONATION

The Pukekura Park Beard is in re-
ceipt of a donation of £10 from Colonel
Heard, of the New Zealand Defenee
Forees,



TH, JUNE 12, 1914
C. W. GOVETT - OBITUARY

MR, CLEMENT W. GOVETT.

———

Lt is with deep regret that we have
4o vecord the deatl of Mr. Clenent W.
Govets, which ocenrred at his residence
shartly  afrer onidoight last  nighs.
About a fortnigkt ago be nunderwert 4
very serious oncration, from the el
fects of which ho was slowly recever-
ing.  Yeslerday lho was nov quile so
woll, and in the ovening his condition
rapidly changed for the worse and he
aradually sanl.

The inte air. Govell was o son of
the Ven. Avchdeacon Govetd, and was
born in New Plymwath. He received
Lis carly edueation in Auckland, and
then went fo Bogland, where ho enter-
od the Middle Temple. and was calied
tp the bar in 1874 Upon his return
to New Zealand he was  appointed
assistant-solicitor to the Crown, u post-
tion which he resigned in order fo fol-
low the practice of lis profession iu
New Plymonth, where he has practised
with preat suecess since tho beginning
of 1877, In 1801 bie admitted Mr. .
. Quillim to partnorship.

Outside his profession  Mr. Gevelr
took an aetive personal interest in many
movernents which had for thete ebject
the advancenent of the town and the
well-beine ol the people. A keen lover
of Nature and an enithusiastic horticu!-
turist, he teok a special interest an
seenory presorvabion and ihe eonserva-
tion of the native bush. as well as in
the beautification of Pulekura Park, fo
iho u of which be was o genorous
contrilittor, s well as devoting much
time to the dnties of a membor of the
Park Board. He was one of the prime
movers i the formaiion of the 1T
naki Seenery Mreservation Soviety, the
firsl of its ldind in the Domivion, and
thus may be said te have had mueh
mare than o local inlfnence in that re-
spoct. for other districts followed the
lewd of Taranaki sud tormed similar
sapicties, hn setting aside of the g
mont National Park as o reserve for
all time was lnrgely due to his eliorts.
In lpeal polities he was knowu as @
and fearless eritic, whilo
moember of the Taranaki Chamber of
Connneree, at one thme ils president
amd for many years on the council, he
was v hard werker in tho intercsts of
tho town,  TFhe Teunis and Bowling
(ubs feund n him a gepcious suppor-
In private Iife he had very many

frends, who admired and  re-
spected him for lis (\.\_‘5‘.1:'11 1l qualities,
especially for his unstinto generosity
in matters which appealed to him and
s eharitablencss ' gemttine cases  of
distress. Mo will be greatly missed in
many eireles,

seep

Lo
WEri

TH, JULY 7, 1914
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The menthly meetiog of she Puke-
kura Park Boacd was nold on Monday
night, when there were presents—
Messrs, R, Seck (chabrman), W. L.
Newman. B, C. Hughes, B, 1. Corkill,
and W, Ambury.  An apology was le-

coived-from Mr. Hareis Pord.
CURATO®'Ss REPORT.

The curator (Mr. W. W. Emith} re-
ported that tho tivsi week was devoted
to mowing grass, and yvenng rern, and
grutthine gorse 1n the bush at the head
of the ke, The acoumloied rubbish
had been burnt, Gemeral clearing ocen-
pirjd abott a weok.,  Ho had vomsedelied
the Gilbert Street enrrance, aud the al-
terntion would be @ zreat provensnt,
Ho was now altering the apper part of
the lily pond. which would he complot-
ed during the wee Ho would drain

the s poneay they tro-roomis and let
o dey a lew d winie e rang
canoled growth was clear A fow

places in the wallis rem 1 oredairs,
and De asked tor a few loads of ashes
in order ts do the work. He had been
aiferod the material by Messrs. Honnor

ane Clark, smi Mro M hols, and i was
enly a guestion ol earbmg. Heo urgoft
that the ilap-pole now lying on the

aports pround be pur in place.
The report was adopiad.
IMINANCIALL
The bank balance was reported to ba
£492 (s 10d,.2nd cash in band £10.

TH, JULY 7, 1914
TRIBUTE TO GOVETT

At the mmeting of the Pukekura
Park Doaid on Sicunday e followiig

resolubionn was carcied:—“That  Lis
surviviuy  colieagues hereby express

their hich appreciasion of the services
rendervd fo che voard by the late Mr.
Cieinent William Goveit, who during
the long peviod of his trusceeship was
ever acLyve L wromobing the intereste
of the fark and to whess influence sev-
cral substantial lLenelactions were en-
lirely due. 'Phat the name of Clement
willinm Govelt be engraved on the
markle tables dedicated 1o che memory
af deceased beaefactors.”

i EISEORY

TH, AUGUST 4, 1914
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly meating of the Board
af Trustees of Pukekura Park was held
on Monday evening. The chairman
iMr. R, Cock) presided, and members
present were: Messrs, W, L. Newman,
s, Porex-smith, J. K. Wilsen, and R.
. Huzhes.

WORIK IN THE PARK.

The curator (Mr. W, W, Smith) re-
parted that owing to the unsettied and
showery weather the work of enlarging
the water-liley lake and draining and
clearing the swamp near the sports
ground enwance had been  hinderced,
The latter work was now sufliciently
cloarod to enable the members of 1he
board to inspact the site and determine
how it was ta he remodellod.  Meantime
the «iafi wonld level 1he rongh suriace
and sel u serieg ol level pegs at various
lovels, which would afferd a perfipet
iioa or method of how to finally fimish
the proposed work, He would suggest
that members visit the paek as soon as
muyv e convenient for them. Thers
wore o few other proposced alterations
which he would like to snbmil.

T acdition to this work the staff had
atven all their time to planting and
troe trimnung.

The eurator aonm drew altention 1o

the abselute and urzent necessity ol
erecting o new w.eo lor gentlemen.
cPurine the menth,”” vontinued the

report. a woad  collection of azaleas
wore presented to the beard hy Miss
Dovenish, and a fine eallection of vari-
ons hulhs were alse presenteed hy Mr.
Muorshead, the nurseryman, The azaleas
were planted alens with a gnantity of
the balhs an the east slape of the cau-
uon hill. Five packets of native plant
copds were received fram Wawhia, and
three packets from Tarata, both Trom
anonvinous donors. My, Cox, of Tonga-
parutu, itlso sont seven paclats.”

The  Chairman, rémarking on the
moetineg held in the park doring last
month, reparted that those few mewm-
bers who had attended had zone over

74

the works in progress with the eurator,
They had taken it upon themselves to
ingtrnet  the enrater to reduee  the
height of the elacagnus hedge on the
pdae of the embaakment at the hesd
of the lily pond. This woukl effect a
preat improvement, as it would enable
people standing on  the terrace near
the band rotunda to look down on the
heauties of the lily! pond and lewer
lake,

Meombers generally agreed with the
chairman that the wark would improve
the locality,

The Chuirman went en to sav that
during the month six loads of cinders.
at a total enst of 27s, had been wsed
in the grounds. Personally be was not
altogethvr in favour of ihis material
for patimaking, and had applied to the
new gaoler for the halance of the re-
jocted metal from the quarries.  In the
past Lhis had been given gratis, bul
now, as the Borough Council was pay-
iniz 25 6d per load for it, the hoard was
asked the saume amonnt,  However,
gomethine was needed for the paths, and
he thouzht that at least ten loads of
this metal should be procured.—Iit was
decided 1o adopt the chairman’s sug-

estion.
CUNERAL.

The secretary (Mr. C. I, Drew) re-
ported that the evedic balance at the
bank stood at £83 1s 11d, which would
be redvced to about £60 when unpre-
sented eliegnes had been paid,

The secretary of the Sparts Ground
Cammittee wrote that a strict wateh
was now being kepi at all {oothall
mabehes and other functions held on
the grounds far anvone elimhiug down
the terraces.

Referenee was mide to the disgrace:
ful state of the dressine shed at the
sports mround, whieh one member de

seribed as a disgrace to the young men
of the town. Notlung was done in the
matter.

1t was decided to hold & mm:'{.'in,'__: i
the park to confer with the curatar on
the works now in progress, and also
Future improvements to be underbtaken.

Mr. Newman wus appoeinted visilor
ior the month,

Votes of thanks were passed to the
vurions donors of sceds and planis re-
feived to in the report.

TH, AUGUST 24, 1914
RANFURLY SHIELD DEFENCE

Fum'u.\ L } FOOTBALT!

RECREATION SPORTS GROUND
NEW PRYMOUTH,

THERSDAY, AUGUST 1914.

RANTURLY SHIBLD CHALLENGE,
SOUTHLAND v, TARANAKL,
' At 8 pm,,

Preceded by Curlain-raiser,
NAPIER HIGH SCHOOL v. NEW
PLYMOUTH HIGH SCHOOL,
At 1.1 pam,

Admission 1s.  Stand Seats 1s.

P, SKOGLUND,
Hon. Sec. TR.U,

g=
Hiy

dils



TDN, AUGUST 28, 1914

THE RANFURLY sHIELL,

ANUTHES CHALLENGE STALLED
R

TARANAK] DEFEAT SOUTIILAND,

Yesterday Tarapaki for, the fiith'oc
i was calied. apon o defend Lhe
Nanturly saicld, the chalicnges in this
instunce boiug Seathlane, ‘The sputh-
ern team lad sulfpred seriously owing
W the war lsiving made mroads upon
its ropreseututive players, no loss than
ten of the fiiteen sriginally chosen hav-
i volunteered for thce frons Neyor-
tiwless, the players. chosen to-5ll the
vawsineies must have worked heiil *o get
into training, for the team wully extend-
€d the local fifteen and lad (he backs
been better: might hive annexed. the
shield. Forward they were good, o)
Leing solid, honest workers, who did .ot
let up from whistle to whistle, Though
Taranaki were vietoripus- by U pointe
to pil, their performance was very g
ged and left much to be desived, and-jt
wag hardly possiole to believe tiar they
ein withstand sueh-teams as Wellington
and Auckland will bring for theiy cha:-
longe matches, It was hard to credut
that this was practicully the sune team
as plaved Auckland so brilliantly last.
Szlurday. 4 wag a game of lost op-
poertunities yesterday. Taramaki had
all the better .of #he game in b
second - gpell, when' their-. bagks. wera
throwing the leather about, apd at lege’
half o dozen tries should- hayve been
seored, instend of only one, but the work
lackeq finish. The game was spectacular
and open, and at times delighted the
speetators, but the movementy were sel-
dous carried to o successful finality.. A
feature of the game was the Gne play
of Don Cameron, who has sgain come
oul 1o assist his poovinee, and if he
can eome back to old form—and on yes-
terduy’s play suchigoks likely— he ‘will
be a valuable adjunct o he team. “Yith
the exception of Taylor, who played a
fine game, the local forwards did not
display their customary dash, showing
that Taramaki s still’ an ip-and-out
team. The visiting forwards, on the
other hand, were the main-stay. Their
baeks seldom essayed to pass, but de-
fended well. Martin was a_tower of
strength . in this respect.. Ths ground
was in capita] order for the mateh, the
elight breeze not affecting the play much.
TInere was an altendance of about 2000,
The' teams lined out as follows:—

BOUTHLAXND (Mareou)
Lilley -
Roberteon Martin  M*‘Neece
© Ecully Kavanah

Forde -

.

Sheed
Roach MeDowell
MeDonald Seully  Baird
Lindgay Barry "
TARANAKI (Amber and Bliek)
& Cameron ;
D. Cameron  Loveridge €. Whittingtoen
Roberle: Stohr
Drown

Taylor
Paul Patlerson
Wissick  Youngy Rolertson
Cain  Whittington

i EISEORY

TH, SEPTEMBER 26, 1914
DUCKS DONATED

The Pukelkwa Park Board has re-
ceived [ram Mr. Gordon Lloyd, execu-
tor of the estato of the late Mr. Tay-
lor White, of Hawlke's Bay, a handseme
donatinn consisting of five large cases
af duocks. whicl: camo to hand this
marnitz and will be liberated on the
waters m tlhe park.

TDN, OCTOBER 6, 1914
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING
SUNKEN DELL

The usual monihly meeting of tha
Loard was fixed for last nyght, but
fipsed owing Lo there npt being 2
unorum of members prosent, g

The Tollowmg are the reports from
the curator (Mr, W. W, Smith) for the
woitths of August and Saplember;—

AUGUST REPORT,

As directed by the members of {he
Buard, who el g the Park on the Igth
Litmo, the recwmation of 1k avamy
Linr the Lea-house, and the enirigement,
of the waterdily luke, have bin come
plated s far as i is praeticable at
Fresent.  “The weather is now guit-
able for coutinuing the work on the
Creshly-dug groutd, und for finully form-
iy and planting it. 1 would therelore
be glad it the Bowrd members eould »a v
4 viait of mspeclion, and dotermine what
temedelling it may  rvequire to panm.
Heto she work, “We uve alreads
Panted vwo dozen large Wee-furns, con-
Prigmg dour species, on the Lanks of
the newly-cleared asea. Al other de-
tuiks com be sebiled when thy Board
meniers visit the Park.

Owing 10 the high winds reaamtly, we
fava Bad to devots several days o
Craning und burning the acvsmilation
ob ltaves, cte, in several parly of ihe
grounds.  The work is necessary au
suleguard agamst fire now taat the driey
fweather is coming on,  Wo Rave als
dovoted four duys to grubbing porse on
the sida of the Ol Carringlon road,
near bhe Park coltagis There are g fow
more dmportant jobs which, I thini
would prove a great improvepiepl WeTa
/ey sanetioned 10 be done by (he Dou ot
These will bs submmitted to ihe membery
191 eonsideration on their nexy visit (g
the Park.

During the month Mr. Cock presented
three dozen bree-ferms, comprisniyr threy
Bpecies, to the Park. Nine were 35t in
hedght and the others smadler, but al
ary very healthy plants and very ae
coptable,  Mr, Cox, of Tongtporutn
also gent another domation of nalive
Lres seeds.  Miss Devenish addel fur
Lier Lo the colleetion of agulens Ly
dringing in half-a-dozen plants, indudine
1wo plants of Mollis,

SEPTEMDER TLPOTL

Buring the past menth nine doys wer:
divoled Lo re-madelling the newlyvoeloar
ed swamp, forming a wallc along th
side of, und planting the bunky of the
e, We  have  also widesed  tha
chianni]l of the sircam passing throngh
it, which is an improvenient. ~ Wo wili
vequire 8lhs of Jawn grass seed with
which (o 50w the flat. ~ The Lasks will
be planted with g colleetion of pative
ferns, awl we hope to camplele  the
whele work in anothor week, or perhaps
a4 bttle more.  Much of our time i3
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now requived in mowing and buraing
Erass i leaves, The two diys' strong
castorly winds that blew a wmonth apo
deposited o salt sprayt on bhe teee-fors
amdd tnrned them brown, Thew are now
araking vigorous growth, and will soon
throw off the effects of 1he saline winl,
During the month Mr, Arlnur Cox, ol
Tongaporuty, has sent a collection of
native plamt, seeds {o the Park. N
W, Arthur also brought a paresl of
trees and shrubs from the moantain
Me, TOW, Adams, of Greendale, Canter
By, gent Lon packels of Ameriegn tree
sreds,  They have now all Leen spwn,
The trustees of the lute Tavlor White,
Wimbludon, presented the Board with
fivee dozen and four of hybrid ducks bl
from Chilian teal and the grew duck of
New Zealand,  Two have died siner
veceiving tham, and one was killel by a
wng,  Our own slogk of native and hy-
lnid dudks are nearly all nesting ot
present.

TH, NOVEMBER 3, 1914
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The erdinary menthly meating of the
Board o1 drusices oi Pokekura Pak
was held i the Town Hail on Moaday
nigln, Mr. R Cock (ehninman) prosad-
gz There wers also jesens: Slessrs,
oD, Corkill, Harris Ford., B, C.
Hughes, W, L. Newman, aud thoe scc-
I‘ul.ii'y (Alv. C. H. Prew).

CURATOR'S RETORT.

The curator (Mr. W. W. Smith) re-
ported tiac all work direeted by the
poard atr the Lwa meetings held i the
frark foal now boon compicted. The
ALaedl now enpared  mowing  the
reush giass and youne fern seound the
head wi 1t lfey  hotween the tea-
Louse and racecowse. Uwing 1o con-
tmuons dry weather unhl a week age,
they had deveted teur days tn rukings
jand burning rubbisit, but the avcent
Wieh wimds had again caused consider-
adviv litwer,

At the last meeling of the hoard held
i’ the Park the quostion of removing
thoe hirge macrocarpa tree near the un
shed in the Sports Ground was disenss-
ed. Iu submiiting this matler tor the
hoard's consideratidn he supzested it
bo removed.  IL was already half<lead,
aud when removed a mueh better view
vould be oresented belind it than at

roseat.

In regard to tho centra or small bad
lefr on the newilvesown lawn on the
site of vhe recently eleared swamp, he
waleadd oF the board would consider tha
placing of a small neatly constructed
ragokery with a small fauntain en the
sbe.  lhe water-pipe passed nine vards
irom thoe bed, so the exnonse would be
suiall for 1ts eroction.

The five dezen urks received twa
months aza and all the ather aguatie
fowl in the Puk were thriving well.
Tho growlh of the general vepetation
was also very raoid this seasan,

In applying for a teu davs’ holiday,
the curator mentioned that this was the
only time in the year that he could
got away conveniently. During his ah,
genee the woerk would be attended to by
Me. Roberi O,

leave of absence was granted as re-
guested.

It was deeided to cut down the
macracarpn tree in accordance with
tae recommendation.

THE SPORTS GROUND.

Messrs. J. 8. Medicy and W. N, Ew-
ing, the arbitrators appointed to fix
il annaal rent to be pua by the
- 5 Ground Commities to the Park
I, reporied that they had decided
LOEND ey annum.

Vila




‘Ihe Charman sand it was considered
that a ceroddn amount of clearing up
rhon be gove buiore a pew lease was
cntdred on.

Mr., Huzhes stated that he did net
like the prosoects. :

My, Corliil explained that the Bporis
Ground Committea owed the hoard £385
cn the seven vears’ fease which had ex-
pived an the end of Augast.

- Mir. Newman seid it appeared to be
immaterial whether a lease was entered
into or not. '

A, Corkill moved that the commits
teo be written to asking what they pro-
posed to do with regard feo the oul-
standing rents, £33 up to August, 14914,

Members said b was nhecessary o
know the exact nposition before decid-
ing to issue a new leaso, It was the
only nart of the Park that was carning
any money, and ihen tho board did not
ot it. It lhad heen HH.L",‘.{(‘.‘-L?'_-lNJ tha
cricketers should take it over.

Alr. Corkill’s motion was carried un-

anireusly.
GENERAL.

Mr, Pord mentioned that the large
iron gale at the entrance to the Park
was beins badly knocked about. The
gate shonld be elosed exeent whon re-
quirad to be opened for some particular
ftnetion.—The matier will ha inquired
into.

Mr. F. I1. Dovett wrole sslines thatb
somo ping brees opnosite his place in
Johin Strect bo cut dawn, as ab present
thesy threw foe much shade on to his
properiv.—It was decided  that  the
board was unable to accsde to the re-
quest.

TH, DECEMBER 16, 1914
C. H. DREW APPOINTED TO BOARD

Me. C. 1. Drew hkas been appointed
a mentber of the Pukekura Park Board,
in guecession to the late Mre. €. W
Govett,  The appointment should prove
an excellont ome, for Mr. Drew has
taken a very active interest in the park.

;Hi EISEORY

TH, DECEMBER 22, 1914
NEW PLYMOUTH PROMOTIONAL AD

NEW  PLYMOUTH
1S THE PLACE 10 SPEND
YOUR

(CHRISTMAS
HOLIDAYS

MAGNIFICEXT SEA BEACH—
Surl Bathing, Baths, Boating, ote,

FAMOUS PUKEKTRA PARK—,
Unrivalled m the World,

MOUNT LGMONT—
Mountain Hostel only 1} lianrs by
car, through wonderlul bush,

MOKAU RIVER--
Three homrs by ears unexcelled
scenery on route and on river.

Write for Booklet. Tourist League,
Box 42, New Plruouth,

fed]

iy A
.,
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TDN, DECEMBER 22, 1914
NEW PATH IN PROGRESS

The Pukekura Park Board s at pre-
sent constructing a path which will be o
great addition to the grounds,  Starting
by the triaugular belt of native trees
about eighty vards from the Liosk, il
Winds over the heights overlooking tha
racecourse, zig-zagming arouml the tops
of bhe hills about the sports ground,
The new path, whieh has been laid off by
Mr 3. Percy Smith, and s already partly
made, will by completed shortly afier
the Christimas holidays, and will open
up sone of the linest native bush in the
Parks, and will e mueh apprecinted by
lovera of the Park, The Park ought 1o
look very well next your, The curator
Me W, W, Smith, Das been ]I:‘umisvd‘
from two sources u great supply  of
hulhy for autumn plauting, and intends
to pland these on Lhe Dillsiles carecund-
ingr the lake,

unken Dell. ( Puke Ariki, A.4.85)

TH, DECEMBER 23, 1914
DRUNKARD FALLS INTO POND

A man more or less wnder the in
flience ot bigyavr ercated o litile
ingeeinent aeag the crowd relurning
trom wie races thronen Pokckura Park
ol .U:‘l:(lrl;,{ Dil_‘.'. iho ]_‘r;l:JJ wis  hot
wide encogh tor Bim 1w cany oud his
aig-zay course successfully, wnd lie top-
pled over the bualk and rolled inlo the
lake just abave the tea kiosk, Une af
Llee erowd who witnessed tie ineident
by means ol o walking stick hanled the
fellow wut, and he appeared Little the
worse lor Ins immersion.




1915

New Plymouth had its first meteorological station installed near the curator’s cottage on Carrington
Road (now Victoria Road). The location was chosen because Smith lived in the cottage. He took
daily readings and once a month they would get posted in the newspapers. This is another example of
Smith’s contributions.

Because of the war it was decided not to have a Park Saturday fundraising effort. This had been a
major fundraiser, and indeed a lifeline for the previous three years.

A new rose bed was established on the site of the old peacock house, which was at the southern end
of what is now Palm Lawn.

A new path was completed (Claffey Walk) which ran from the John Street (Rogan Street) entrance,
around the top of the Sports Ground Gulley (King Fern Gulley).

Several pine and macrocarpa trees were felled and sold for firewood.—another source of income for
the Board.

Around this time, Walter Smith and Percy Smith were being called upon by several authorities in
town to help with planting layouts, including: the Hospital Board, the Technical College and East
End Reserve.

Donations included:
Mr W. Good, Pohokura, a muscovy duck; Captain Thunell, an Alaskan goose.
Plant donations:

Mrs Coker, Fillis Street, a collection of rare plant seeds; Mr E. F. Sandford, Christchurch, new
varieties of native flax; an anonymous gentleman posted a large package of native plant seeds; Mr
Stevens, Inglewood, native plant seedlings; Mr Cock, a kourcroya (Furcraea foetida), banana and
annuals; Miss Devenish, a number of plants new to the Park; Mrs John Wheeler, some rare plants
new to the park; Mr Billing, Frankley District, six new species of water lilies which were planted at
the head of the water lily lake; a Palmerston North gentleman, a large collection of roses, which were
transplanted in a new bed on the site of the old peacock house; Two New Zealand beech trees, one
each by Messrs Davis and Morshead; Mr Robert Stevens, Eltham, a package of native plants; Miss
Devenish and Miss Douglas, parcels of native plants; a Gentleman in the Mokau district, package of
seeds and seedlings; Mr Tribe, who had recently returned from a trip to Hawaii, large package of
seeds from the Agricultural Department of that country; Messrs Duncan and Davies, 18 varieties of
trees and shrubs and 100 roses, the large express load sent comprising 180 plants, some of them being
new to the Park; Mr Hicks, a Tikorangi nurseryman, a large package of valuable plants, comprising
chiefly ornamental foliaged species, with four exceptions, all were new to the Park; Mr Mitchinson, a
box of nemesia.

‘PrP-IISTORY "



Summary of significant events

. Meteorological station installed in the park
. Curator shot several shags as they were too numerous and eating all the carp
. A lawnmower is purchased. Until this time the lawns were cut with a scythe

. Claffey Walk formed from the John Street (Rogan Street) entrance round the back of the
eastern terrace of the Sports Ground.

Top: Photograph taken from inside Sunken Dell sometime between 1915—1920.
(Auckland Libraries Heritage Collections 35-R940)

Bottom: The camellia in the picture above next to the girl is still in the park in 2021.
Photograph, Alan Metcalfe.
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TDN, JANUARY 5, 1915
CURATOR SHOOTS SHAG

Shags have been in evidenee to am
inwonbed  estent fn Puliekurn Park
latdy. During the last few days the
curator has shot four large specimens.
One that he bagged vesterday was in
the aet of swallowing a carp, Tor which
tha shay has a specin] weakness,

TDN, JANUARY 5, 1915
METEOROLOGICAL STATION

The Covernment Moteorologieal De-
pariment is establishing a weather sta-
tion iy New Plymouth, It will be
located near the caretaker's cottage,
Some of the instruments have arrived,
and a place 15 being cleaved for the
erection of Lhe station.  Mp W, W
Smith, the curtor of Pulelura Park, wha
has eonsideradile experience in meteors.
logical yeeord and veseareh wark, wili be
I charge of the station.

TH, JANUARY 7, 1915
FETE FOR WAR RELIEF FUND

The Mavaress (Mrs. J. . Wilsan) in-
timates thal the ladies of New Ply-
mouth will hold 2 fete in Pukekura
Park for ithe Toor in Drituin, Ireland,
and Beleium Relief Fund, on Thurs
day, February 4.

TH, JANUARY 11, 1915
FETE FOR WAR RELIEF FUND

‘Mr. W. Good, Poligkura, has pre-
sented lhe Pukekura Park Board with
a fine specimen of the Muscovy duck.

On the vovage down from Tuget
Sound the crew of the L. D, Bendixsen
vaught an  Alaskan (Brent) gooso,
which was brought on to New Ply-
mouth and has pow been presented by
G&:p’biin Thunell to the Pukokura Park
Baard. .

TH, JANUARY 12, 1915
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The menthkiy mecting of the Puke-
kura Park Boeard was held in the Town
Hall on Monduy night, when there
wero present s Messies, 1L, Cock {chair-
nEwy, s P Smith, KPP Corkill, 'W.
L. Newman, W, Ambury, 11, For(j, 1.
U, Hughes, and C. M. Drew (scereiary).

'l'l:i_.' Chadrman snid that at the lust
meetmg a resolution was pussed recom-
mending the Government to appoind
Mr. C. M. Drew as o momber in place
of the lute Mr. C. W, Govett. The
appoictment had  been made in due
course.  dnoextendipg his congratula-
tions to Mr, Drew le expressed the
opinion thut the new menmber would be
the right man in the right place.

The Chairman also mentioned that
since the lust meeting Mr, W, Good,
of Poholura, had presented s Muscovy
duck to the Park, and Caplain Thunell
of the Bendixsen, had aiso forwarded
an Alaskan goose, The commitico of
tho receut collection for tho Poor in
Britain and Belginum Relief Fund had
sresented the board with eighteen col-
i-‘-ubinp; hoxes.—The thanks ot the board
wifl b tendered 1o the several donors,

{
EISEORY

k

CURATOR'S REPORT.

In his report the curator (Mr. W. W.
Smith) staied that the annual mowing
of ihe rough grass had occupied thu
mon's time chiciy. Owing o the high
winds and heavy rains since the late
fino weather, the assistants’ time had
been devoted to ihs geueral cleaning
of the wallks and preominent paris of
the park. For the pust fortmghi two
bours had been given eachh morning to
mowing and raking off the pond weeds
in both lakes, They were uwueh more
plentiful and perssstent  dduring  the
present year than in any previeus year.

t would reguire anothier week of such
work to met the three spoecies of wecds
thoroughly suppressed for tho seasou.
The cuiiing of the fence around the
iern trees gverlooking the lily lake had
been comploted. It would, he feared,
be impossible to make a neat fence of
it without planting it all apain with
yvoung plants. This could bo arrapged
durieg the next visit of the board memn-
bers to the Park. The new walks lead-
ing up W the hiils overlooking the
Sports Ground would bo completed this
woek., The mowing of thoe rough grass
and tho grubbiug of tho gowse on ihe
hilt east of the Sporis Ground valley
was balf finished, and would also be
completed this week,

GENERAL,

The committes of ladies in charpge of
arraugemoents for the fetw on Thursday,
February 4, for the PPoor in Britasin
and Belgium Relief Puad was granted
the nso of Pukekura Park free of all
charges, providing that the ladies mako
satistoctory  arrangements  regarding
cleaning up the grounds and maintain-
ine Jaw and ordor.

Some discussion took place as te the
best means of raising funds for the
Park, and it was decided that u fire-
warks display and genersl cntertain-
nient be given in the Park on tho night
of Wednesday, Iebruary 10, the first
day of the rsces. It was stated that
a good stock of fireworks was now in
liand, and Ar. Corkill was authorised
1o purchase some additional pieces.—
Members expressed the hope that the
function wouid be largely attended aud
yhat the fAnances of the: board, which
wero ab present about £30 overdrawn,
would be put into sueh a state that
with the annual subscriplions, the bor-
ouih consributions, and the Park Satar-
day collection in April, the board wonld
be enabled to carry on as usual Tor the
next year,

The Sports Ground Committee will be
notified that unless it advises the board
by next meeting as to what it proposes
1o do with regard to the outstanding
rent. the board will resume posscssion.

GRAND FETE

PUKEICURA

PARK.-

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4,

In Aid of Poor of Great Britain, Tre-
fand, and Belginom Relief TMund.

Committee: The Mayoress, Mesdames
Burgess, Cock, Messenger, Ronnall,
and Miss Stephonson Smith.

GREAT DECORATED PROCESSION

(Parasols, Bievclas, Vieling, Musical
Instruments, Hats, Pets, Toys, Faney
Costumes, and Miscellaneous).

TLORAL DECORATIONS.
Best Turnout (Gig. Motor-car, and Ex
pressy; Decorated Motor Bike (with
or without side car); Decorated Pusk
Biegele, Child’s Trieyele, Go-Cart,
Push-Cart, Doll's Go-Cart, Doll’t
Pram, Parasol, Pet, Hab; Best Fancy
Dress {Boy), Best Paney Dress (Girl)
Natural or artificial flowers may by

used,  Gowmd Prizes will ba given ir
each class.  Batrance free,
FLOWII. PRODUCE, BSWERTS,

ART, DOLL, NOVELTY, AND
JUMBLE STALLS,
SIDESHOWS., FORTUNE-TELLING.
MUSIC BY CITIZENS' BAND,

AFTERNOON TIEA.

BOATING ON  LAKE, DQ}TKEY
RIDES, MOTOR RIDES,
Ete,, Lte,, Etc.

Intending competilors can obtain in-
formation from the Secretary or from
Miss Flamerton, 49, Devan St. Central.

ADMISSION:  Adults 1s; School-
children over 12, 6d; under 12, 5d,

Strenugus efforts are being made to
makoe the Fete an immense suecess, and
every patriotic person in the district
is asked to competo or to atiend.

In the event of it being wet, the Fute
will be held in the Coronstion Hall,

M. SIMSON,

990 Haon, Bee.

TH, FEBRUARY 1, 1915
FUNDRAISING
FIREWORKS?
FIREWORKS
MONSTER DISPLAY OF BOMBS

AND ROCKETS.
ILLUMINATIONS,

And
PROMENADE CONCERT
. At
E‘jUI{EKU.R;‘l P;‘[RK
S In g
WEDNESDAY, FERBRUARY 10,
Como and meet your TFriends from
Town and Country.
The Uluminations make the Park a

PERFECT FAIRYLAND!

Como and Seol

Proceeds i aid of Park TMunds.
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TH, FEBRUARY 6, 1915
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly mecting of the Puke-
hara Park DBoard was held on Mouday
pight, when  there  were  prosent:
Meases. o Coek (chairman). J. 15 Wil-
wem, W. 1o Nuwmian, 5. Perey Smith,
(4. © Hngties, Harris Ford, aod G H.
Liveny (sorotiry).

I'he Jadhies ot the Floral Fate Com-
nities woere mven power to chargo ad-
misnen at all the paves of the Park
on ‘Thursday next,

For the tireworks display on Febru-
arv 10 a gates commities wis appoilit-
ed, consisting of the chairman, the
seeretary and Mro W, L Newman.
My, 1017 Corkill was deputed 10 take
charpge of the firoworks,

SPORTS GROUND LEASE.
The question of dealing with the

Jose of the Sperts Ground Cenimitice
wits broughe up.



It was stated that a depntation from
the Sporta Ground Comunties wis ex-
preeed to wait on tho buard that night
concerning  the lease of the  Sports
Ground, which termmated on August
E, 193

No deputation, however, appoared.

Notiee of motion was given by Mr.
It . Hughes that the board resume
possession ol the ground fsiling a set-
tlement of the clam o the meanlime.

CURATONR'S REPORT.

The following voport was submitted
bg e W W, smuth lor the wonth ol
Junnary ;—"The new poarrts of the walk
fewding on to the hill wese of tho Sports
Grotnd, to meet the old disused walk
avotnd the valley, have now been com-
pleted.  The old wallk has also been
widened and eleawsd.  The hill-top east
of the Sports Ground lhas heen thor.
ouphly mown and grubbed of gorse, and
the rublash burned.  The new walk
leading, up from the valley to join the
\'I.'-'l.fl'i J" N

1Lop "E"“‘“ finishod, and will
prove 3 great advantage to visitors te
view some of the bost seonie features

of Pulickura Parl, The gencral work
of wintemwee of the ark oceapicd
Lhe vematinder of the stalf™s time. Pong

Wali-dase were miven Lo mawinge the
weells in the lake. Tt ix the spoecies
thar zives the leazt tranble of all to

suppress.  The large macrocarpa tree
near the Sparts Ground shed will be
felled and cleaved on Fridav. Tt s
already sold to purchasers of firewond.
I would now mention that Mr. Mitchin.
<on presented a box of nemesia to the
boasrel. Mo Sole, blacksmith, of Liae.
dat Stroet, hac mast conerously done
any blacksithing work regnived in the
Park during the list twolve months
gratmtonsly, Shaes have been uuplea-
santly numerons on the Inke for spme
time puast.  To destrov  them  Me
Whittle lent wme o sood eun and ear-
tridees. which enabled me to gat fonr
of them,  The grawth of the oener
vogetation o the  DPark  conti
apace. 1t is verv fresh and beautiful
at the nresent time.”
The report was adonted.

TDN, FEBRUARY 6, 1915
GARDEN FETE

Last Thuraday a garden fote was held
in Pukckura Park, in aid of the Poor
in Britain and Beleiwm funds, and the
ladies who took such an interest in this
function, and worked so untiringly, do-
serve the areatest praise for its unquali-
fiedd smeress, Fach individual, who work-
ol for his or her siall, treated il as a
labor of love, so smiles and beams of
delight grected one everywliere,

Faeh stall, representing ane of the Al
lies, was prettily decorated with its Na-
tion's colors, hut the two which stood
out in geeatest orominence were the
flower stall and Vogeltown Tea Kiosk,
The frontage of the former was pretiily
trellised with emeraly sroen ribhon in-
termingled with mosses and asparagus
forp defily hieked with mnsses of sweet
peas and porgeous bowls of shadod pink
roses,  Truly i was o lovely sieht. Tl
Vageltawn Kiosk was of o holder de-
elgn, bul on the exqnisite site on
the side of the top lnke. it lonked
brilliantly cay, with its flags of every
nation, encireline it. No more neel
he said. as  the  detailed deseription
has already been ziven, only o Tioarts
congratulation to all these eomeerned o
a very gratifying result of all their

Iahors,
I HISTORY

~Amongst these present  were:—Mos.
dames Pgpal, Perey Webster, Oholwill,

Dismpsey, Standish, Strect, Martin, 1.
Bayley, Colling, Whetter, B, Geargo, V.
. Webster, F. Robertson. Rimpson,
Bewley, Quilliam, Newman, Honevfield,
Fraser, R. A, Gray, G, Fraszer, Hill) Wal
fer, MeKollar, Abriham (Wellinetont,
(. Millar {nee (Miss (, Rey), 8. A.
Cotticr, Rankin (Wanganui),” McDiar-
mid, Balharry, 1. Gilmonr, Morrizon, Me
Quuide, Markav, Jenkinson, Los. Wohstor,
Dockrill, T. Fookes, T.. Nalan. T Cirif-
fiths, Ambury, Arden, Misses T, Wal-
ler, Maekav (21, T, Bavlev, Dempser,
Fookes (20, Frvans (2), Dovenish, Mag-
ghall, Matthows, -

TH, FEBRUARY 11, 1915
FUNDRAISING

FIREWORKS AND JTLLUMINA-
TIONS.

NEARLY £50 REALISED.

It is frequently said of New Ply-
mouth people thut they do not fuiiy
approciate  the beauty of Pukekura
iark. Howaver thau nay be—ynd
there i more than a little truth in the
assortion—no ono who was present ab
ho digplay of fireworks and illumina-
tions in e Park on Wedhesday night
could de other than join L exprossing
wimiration at the hc\\'iwhing beguty of
e seend. f

Phe effcet was sach that a visitor
might have been purdoned for thinking
himself travspested to Fairyland. The
main svennes leading to the big Jake
were  Lined  with dainty little fairy
lawpes which swayed to awd fro and pro-
duced o esarming voitleast of colours,
flere and there, glezniing  from  the
derk ehades of the teee from which
thoey wers suspended. chivese lantamis
pesied gentlo rays which added to the
veveral boanly, . .
" The [uko isalf, [ringed with the ting
fuiry lawps and dluminated witlh the
constant tood of lighe feom the five-
works, wys tha maia cenitro of attrae-
tiom, AL sosts and kinds of firoworks
were set olic and Jie spoetacls was one
never to be forsuiien,  There was
hoal  on the  Inke. decoratod  with
clinese dfantorns,  whilst  immedintely
aver Wie Poet's Bridpe wis o mimatbire
altship which actracied a lot of atpen-
Livn,

That the board acted wisely in fix
fer the atiraetion for the fivst night of
tho reees was shown by the good, ai-
wondame = lally 2000 people must hove
boen present amd all spent o thorough-
[y enjpyable evening.  Fortunately,
Uhe wight was an ideal one tor the pu-
pese, 10 betag calm and dark, go {hut
the effects produced by the varied bril-
It eolours of the trewarks, and the
vivid hues of the buorming powders
atitong the tvees aud shrubs wera seen
1o the grestest advantage. v was a
toast of colouwr that was enbaveed by
he natural beauty of the Park, and a
sizht that could ot be equalled in the
Deminion. Al coneerned are tor be
congratuluted on the striking success
acheved.

A feature of the gathering was the
exeelient musieal programine, voeal aml
instrumental -that was vendered n the
Bund Ratunda,  The Citizens' Band,
wader Me. J. J. Cummins, pave the fol-
Jowing  selections:—Marelt. Command-
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aut: qaickstep, The Congueror; selte-
tiont, Ahiupas walse, Swest Seventoen |
overture, 1in Revels: march, Western
Boam. he Marseiliaise, Tipperay, nod
the Nuadionnl Anthom, e voealists
woere Mps, T, €. List. who sang: 'Tle
Carnival,'t Mr. Hastam, who econti-
bited two songs, and Messrs, Ao Gray

and A, C. Dewnes, who sang. a duet.
The effvet of these exceptionally  well
rendered items in the eopen air amid

such  beautiful surroandings  wias  ex-
guisite, and the sivuers wore justly: ac-
corded very hearty apnlavse, as  was
Me. Grav's gleo puriy ber their artistice
pondering ab the  Huiting Chorus,”’
The aveonpaniments were  oxcellently
plaxved by Miss . George.

Ty o] wWisbos thunk thoe
musical helpers. the suwembers  ofe the
Band, the Doy Scants, Mossrs Collior

il Company for lecding o piang, and

Ly

all others who assisced in the various
ways. The gross proceeds ameunted to
about £37, wml it is awnticipated, that
atter all expenses ave paid the snm of
nearly L300 willy be available for the
good  work of improvicy, and keeping
up the Park Tis st be very grati-

members of the board,

fying to
wha hove spared vo effurt to make the
sifaie the undoubied succeoss i was,

TH, MARCH 9, 1915
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly meeting of tho Duke-
Lkura Park Board was Lelid in she Town
Hull on Monday mght, when Ll:e;it wore
present: Messes, K. Cocle ichairmand,
W, L. Newwan, 8. Perey Smith, B
Huehies, Larris ord, aml Co T Drew
(hon. seex.). Apolomges far ab<ence were
received dron the Mayer (Mo Jdo 1
Wilsan) and Couneilloes W, Ambury and
W, AL Collis,

CURATOR'S REPORT.

The eurator (Mr. W. W, Smith), in
his report of the work of the park stalf
during the month ol Febrnary, stated
that s< the weather had been dry and
warnt, several dayvs had heen dovoted o
clestming aml bmning ihe rubilish ne-
cumnliting under pioe trees. The chiel
worlk ot tie ongl, lowev and heon
Lt el peneral maintenanee  of e
park. The Biepe wneroear]ye Lres stasl-

mig near the sports ground shed wis
Leiled soml peadily sold as firewond, Neat
prontin, or b c ol month of Moy,

the vieant sice wouhki e oplanted with
M hoos i pameas bor nmediate el
foct.  There were several other half-
o]l mmernearpas and pines, which be
wonld supeese he reoved immediately
and sald o the citizens For fiewowd.
Tiir sites wonhl also he plunted in
with line specics of native plants,

bowere on hand. e woutd Leg
to sugmoest to the board that v por-
(‘]1.'1\|- i .ﬁfl'l-‘.“ 1:\\\'” T f(]l' sl

tlie three lawns. Tt was somewhat time-
killime o bave o oo alb the work with

a sevthe. The vecont rains ol busni
vory benctieid to the park which
laaked fresh sl vizarons ar the pre-
Sont rime.

It was deoided Lo purelise the mower
as desired,
The board soll meer on March 21 o
o s to the teods o be ewt down,

i
GENER AL,

Hhchos wern
e wleetrival

The ehairman and Me.
appointed o wiit upen
eireipeer, Meo ML Biaek, 0 eonneetion
with formulating o coleme ta hehe che
around= with clecivicity,

Apprecintion was expresaed at
fine worly dane by Mreo rred reile, thie
s ',l";\'. []]I' viratal, :Inii HY }11]!”?]\."{ LT
ciler belpers e conterton with Jase
month's hrewesks display,

A overe ol tnanhks wias pissed to Lhe
Taranaki Jockey Club tor o donation of
L0 o the tunds o the hoanl

Mr. Porey =t hogresd wocontinne
s visiting wember tor e cusuing
muoiilin.

HEG s

thae




TH, MARCH 9, 1915
NO PARK SATURDAY FUNDRAISING

APDPEAL FORD SUBSCRIPTIONS.

e —

NO STREET CANVAsSS THIS YEAR.

At the mecting of the Lukekura
Park Board on Monday night the mat-
ter of bolding the asuual “ilark Satur-
day"' collections was  ully  diseussed,
snd it was ultauately decided not to
have @ street canvass this yoear on de-
count of tho war, bub to collect as
usudl for the annusl subseriptions,

Phe matter was brought up by Mr,
Direw, whe reported that tho takings at
the recent fireworks <dispiny Lotaled
£56 17s S84, vpod us the cxpenscs wers
roughly £13, ~thets wis o credic bal-
ance of about £11. Aler paying this
amount it che bank, 1he ipances of
the boavd were pracically syuaree,”
and s the quareerly payens of the
harongh subsidy would shiortly beauads,
they would ba able to caryy on until
after the callections, which wers gen.
evally held m Apoik

Mr. Perev Suith said he understooil
front sovernl prominent collectors that
in view of the many olher eills on tha
people they would prefer io asle only
those wlio promised subzeriptions, and
that they would have u stromg objec-
tion 1o canvassing the seneral public,

Tha Chuirman remarked  that Jast
vear's canvass hod realised. aboaut €140,
of which £99 was made nn ef annual
subseriptions,  Assuming that the ex-
penses of keeping the ground in_order
for the ensuing vear would be in the
neighbourhoad of £330, they rould pro-
bably reckon on L100 from the annual
subsoribers, whilst iho borougl sub-
sidy was £160 and the rents nearly
40, The remainiing £60 should net be
hard to raise hy lolding seme entor-
tainmoent or oiher function during the
year.

This view was endorsed by the other
membors of the board, snd 06 was de-
tided ihat on aceount of thin wir o
stroet colleetinn he hebld. bt that the
usual canvass be made during April for
annual subserintions, Mewbors weore
capfdent 1 the opiien thal the dena-
tions from this senee wouh! equal, if
not excecd, the amonnts radsed in this
manner lash year.

TH, APRIL 13, 1915
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly meeting of the Puko-
Lurn Pare Board was held on Monday
wyvening.,  There were present: Messrs.
. Cock (ewwrman), W, L. Newman,
1. ¢ Hughes, 5. Porey Smith, I
{rord and tioe seeretary (O, 11, Drew).

Apulogics forr absence were recenved
from Moessrs, J. B, Wilson, W. Am-
Lury, W, Collis, and 1*, P'. Corkill,

i ~ CURATOR'S TEPORT.

The enratar (Mr, W, W. Smith) sub-
mitted the following monthly reporti—

Qinee the last meeting of the booard
the work of the Park stall had been
of a gencral nature. A week was oc-
cupied in mowing rough grass, grub-
bing socd!ings of gorse and broom and
burning them, Phree of the eiglt
trees sanetioned ta, be vegioved by the
board had been felled and cut into five-
wood., Owing to, o fortnight's illness
of one of the stafl the work was dis-
continued until. Mondax, when the
stafl agnin continued with the worl.

' I EISEORY

The ecquinectial winds gave them a
weok's generul cleaning, bat  very
little injury was done in the Iark.

Wo-formmg  of walks, bhuildingg  two
seeds. and  repairwmg fences  veguired
geven days to complete them.  Thero

wera still other fences to he repaired,
for which worlk they would obtain posts
from the macrbearpa trees which they
ware cutting down this week., During
the present fine weather the stalt in-
tended to complete the tree-felling and
fence repaiving before proceeding with
other work suthorised by the hoeard,
He valled the bourd's attention 1o the
loss of the tamer ducks from the Park,
Since the first week in January they
had lost over .thirty, somwe of them
being the fuest specimens ot those
roceived by the Pavler White beruest.
He had Leen snaring a number of wild
dueks lutely, which wag the only means
he now had of muintaining the stock
and number in the Park. Quite a
number of ducks were Lame at present,
showing  that they had been  struck
with sticks or stones.  These erinunal
aets woere of course done during the
pight, The two posts which they put
in the centre of the walk at the tri-
angle bed to prevent earts driving up
to the upper lake, had been  {wice
swerenchod wnd dug out and theown into
the lakes. He would hond the names
of those who did those nets to the board
at nest meeting and would urge thay
proceedings be taken against them, He
referred to o matter which sooner o
later would liave to be adopted. Al
though the board might have tolerated
and might continne to tolerate people
passing through the Park at nig}lt. nu
one had any legal right there after
sunset.  Theve were, of course, many
Luw-abiding eitizens who passed through
the Park st night ; such freedom nevep-
theless alforded opportunities to those
eriminafly disposed as he had shown,
There hiad been an individual frequent-
ing the Park at all hours of the night
lately,  They night rest assured that
lie was after no good purnose.

A momber stated that it wues a rule
of the bonvrd that only persons who
livad adjacent to the Park were allowed
10 pass through the D'ark after dark.
Tt was snguested that the gates  ba
lovkod abter sunset, bhut members said
this would be of ne use as entrance
could be easils effectod in other ways.
Tha motter then drovoed.

1t wie the feeling of the hoard that
those persons who lhad heen responsibile
for the removal of the posts should be
prosecuted.

ONTROL OF 'THIZ SPORTS
GROUXND.

The control of the Sports Ground was

the sauree of considerable discussion.
Fventually 16 was decided te invite
Moessee, J. Clarke and A, 1. Hnme-

plirics to attend the specinl meeting of
the board on Mounday next to discuss
the control of the Sports Ground.
GENERAL.
My, Porey Smith  was
visitur for the month.
Aceonnts anounting ta £2
wers pusszed for payment.
BOB.

appointed

17s 6d

TDN, APRIL 22, 1915
SPORTS GROUND CONTROL

SFORTSMEN TO RETAIN CONTROL.

4 meeting of the Sports Ground Com-
mittee way held last night. Mr. A, L.
Humphries presided.

The chairman said the object of the
meeting was to place the position of
the committee before the loeal sporting
bodies. He said that the most impor-
tant feature of the position was that
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she committee  was weak financially.
The committee had been unable to
pay the Pukekura Park Board for three
vears, and naturally the board want-
el to know where their money was com-
ing fram. The commitige owed the
Park Board €85 for remt, and owed
the Rughy Union £125, while other
debts amounted to £85 s d, mak-
ing a total fiability of £207 55 1d. 1t
would be a pity, he thought, to have
ta hdnd the ground back to the Park
Board now that so much had been
done. Altogether the committee had
spent, £2500 on the ground, and now
that, for varions reasons, the preaent
committes was  unable to continue in
charge of the ground, if was o ques-
tion as to whether a new committee
conld be formed to carry on the work,
o= whether the ground should be hand-
el back to the Park Board.

Mr. J. Clarke eaid that one of the
principal cnuses which put the Growmd
Committee in this position was the
popularising of the beaches, while the
pplitting of the half loliday also nssist-
od to take away revenue,  Mr, Clarke
referred to the work which the present
committee  had done, and said he
thought that younger men who were
wore in touch with sport than tho mem-
bers of the present committee should
come forward and form a new commit-
tee, Tt reated with the men who
were using the ground to come forward,
ov else the ground would have to go

biek to the Park Board. He was
gorry to see that, while ericket was
well represented at the meeting, other

sports were not so ell represented;
foothall elubs, fe- instance, were not
represented at ofl

Tn answer {o n qiestion the chmrman
said he thought that if the  sreand
waa handed back to the Park TDoard
it would be well looked after,

Mr. . T. Bellringer said he hoped
there would be no question of handing
the ground back to the Park Board.
The Park Board did very good work,
but he felt that the sports pround
should remain under the contro]l of a
committee  rvepresenting  sports,  He
heard that there was n proposal to hold
a carnival and if this was done, and
the profits were divided hetween the
Belginn Pund and the sports ground, he
felt sure very good support would be
received, and sufficient money would be
obtnined to wipe off the debt.

Some discussion followed on the ques-
tion of holding a earnival. T was stat-
ed that it was proposcd to held a car-
nival for six duvs at New Plymouth
at Christmas, and the idea was that
eceh day should be at a different place
in the town, so that there would be no
claghing in the pregramme.

Mr. 6. B. Purdue anid that as far as
ericket was corolerned the ground was
not an ideal one for the game. The
foutball season lasted too lomg  for
ericketers {o proeure o good wicked
the ground when they required it.

The Rev, 8. 8, Osborne seid the ques:
tion was: Were, these men  who had
done 50 mueh for the ground to be left
in the lureh?  He considered it would
be a disgrace to the spo-tamen of New
Pivmouth if the present committee was



not supported.  He thought the ground
would be Dbetter under an netive sports
eommitiee than under the control of the
Park Board. Cricketers il not want
to see the committee loging any money,
and he did not wish to see the con-
trol of the sround lost.  The com-
mittee shonld be put in a strong posi-
Lion financinlly, &0 that it conld pay off
its debt and then improve the groumd,
In regand to the complaint that the
grotud was not given up to erickefors
aufficiently  carly by footballers,
he thought it woull he helter if the
eround was given up by footballers in
Anpust,

Mr. Bellvinger sabl that personally he
wenld ke to ace foothall finished in
Anguat,  but the pesition was  that
representative mathes only eommeneed
in August, and the Tarunaki  Rugby
Union could not afTord {0 say to sou-
thern uniong that if they did not ecome
hiere Dy August they must stay away.
The union must have these rvepresenta-
Livee matehes,  Mr. Bellringer then mov-
el that a new committes should be form-
ed, and the different sporbing hodies
be asked fo eleet ropresentatives to
serve thereon,

Mo F Meeod, in seconding fhe mo-
tion. &aid the Tarapaki Bughy Union
dil not. control the foothall season. The
ad of September  was fixed as the
close of the season for all New Zea-
land. e was quite sure that if a uni-
ted effort was made by the sporting
hodies wmple Tunds eonld be obtained.
Tle ddid mot think £1000 waz an un-
likely amount  that eonld be raised,
anl then the delit eonld he wiped off,
and there would be funds for improve-
ments, T owould be advisable to shave
the profits with the Beloian und.

TDN, APRIL 27, 1915
VARIEGATED KAWAKAWA

Me. 8. Percy-Smith stated at the Puke-
kura Park Board meeting last mipht
Lt hie had discovered in the park near
the two pools a variezated kawakawa,
ihan which there was not such another
in New Zealand.

TH, APRIL 28, 1915
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The adjourned meeting of the Pulke-
kura I’ark Board was held in the
Borough Council Chambers on Monday
night, when there were present: Messrs.
®. Cock (chairman), 8. Percy Smith, J.
£, Wilson, Harris Ford. W. A, Cotlis,
w. l. Newman, and C. H. Drew (scc-
retary).

THE SPORTS GROUND.

The chairman stated that the meeting
had heen adjourned so as to enable the
sports Ground Committea to  bring
down some proposal in connection witu
the contrel of the sports ground. .

Mr. A. L. Humphries, on behalf of the
Sports Clubs, detailed what had been
done at, the meetving convened to dis-
cuss the position.  Until the meeting
of the various clubs had heen held and
delegates had been appointed to form
the new committee. lie conld not define
their position. He pointed out that the
cowmittee had the sympathy of the ma-
jority of the public in their ciforts to
right matters., and he hoped soon to
have something satisfactory to roport.

Bi EISEORY

Mr. Gray, of the Techniral School, had
promised to give the assistance of sixty
poys i clearing up the ground, and
was also prepared to go on the commit-
tee.  Mr. Brooks was to be thanked
for painting the flag-pole. It was. said
My, Humphries, thewr incontion to go
ahead with a big funetion in aid of tne
grounds,

The chairman said he wns pleased to
see the enthusiasm thal was heing evine-
ad in the matter.  Throngh the help
of the Technical School boys the fag-
stafl wonld soon be placed in a position
on the terraces. where it would show
right down Devon  Street.  He felt
that the board should not inter-
fere if the rommittee was prepared to
work, and if the same energy was dis-
played as in years gone hy the grounds
would look bettor than ever. He also
expressed his pleasure- that Mr. Gray
had interested himeelf in the grounds.

Mr. R. C. Hughes urpged that wmera
care should he taken in 51\'illg that the
terraces were not destroyed, after they
had again been put in order,

My, 8. Perey Smith considered that
the wrong grass had been used on the
terraces. aud he nointed out where a
good iwldmg grass could ba obtained.

It was decided to defer consideration
of the control of the sports ground un-
ti! the annual meoting, which will be
held about the middle of Mav.

LIGHTING THE GROUNDS.

Mr. Hughes remarked that the board
had gone further into the matter of
tighting the grounds by electricity, and
as soon us o plan_ of the around was
prepared by Mr. W. W, Smith, the bor-
ough eclectrical cngineer (Mr. Black)
would submit a report.

THE JOCKEY CLUB DRIVE.

The secretary of the Tarnnaki Jocker
Club (Mr. E. I, Webster) wrote as tol-
lows:-~"As your board is no doubt
aware, it is the intention of the cinb
to form a members' carriage drive from
our wain entrance, coming in around
the back of the outside nublie stand;
and in order’to do this. certain earth-
work filling is necessary to obtnin the
required width te the drive. It will
also he necessary 1o remove certain
pinus insignis trees,  The proposed fill-
mg is on part of reserve ‘M, which is
pait of the land vested in the boraugh
under the New Plymouth Recreation
and Raceconrse Reserve Act, 1887, and
which the Doreugl Counecil advise is
leased by your board., On our club
applving to the council for the neces-
STy permission to earry out the work,
the following resolution was passed by
them: “That, suhject te the consent of
the Pukelknura Park Board being alse
obtained. permission be given to the
Taranaki Jockey Club to form a carriage
drive over reserve *M." owned by the
council and leased to the Pukekura
Park Board. such permissian, hawever.
to he at the will ¢f the council.” We
therefore respectfnlly request that yvour
hoard grant the necessary perinizsion to
enable us te proceed with the work at
onee.'’ .

The Chairman stated that he bad
heen shown over the proposed work with
soveral members of the board, and con-
sidered that it wonld be a distinet im-

ravement. The Jocker Club also un-
Rm'took to keep the paths in order if
the earth [rom the filling rolled on
them.

Mr. J. E. Wilson said that the pro-

nsed drive wonld open up some beauti-
Fnl views across the park, and thoze
visitors to the races now nnacquainted
with its beauties would, from the glimpse
they obtain in driving past, be anxious
1o become hetter acquainted with the

ark. .

e Members generally favoured the pro-
nosal.
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“"Mr. R. C. Hughes considered that a
plan of the proposed work should be
submitted, as it wonld be very unbusi-
nesslike to grant permissiou qtﬁerwtse.

The Choirman did not think a plan
was necessaty, Your or five of the
members had been over the ground.
Moreover he nointed out that the
Jockey Club was anxious to proceed
with the work. e

ln further discussion it was stated
that the board only had a year-to-year
lease of the piece of ground in question.

The Chairman moved that the request
be acceded to.

PThis'wns seconded by Mr. C. H. Drew
and carried, after an amendment, pro-
posed hy Mr. R. C. Hughes and second-
el by Mr. Harris Ford, to the effect
that the Jocker Club he asked to suh-
mit a plan of the ground required, had
heen lost.

TH, APRIL 15, 1915
THIEVING FROM THE PARK

In his latest report to the Pukekura
Park Board, Mr. W, W. Smith. the
enrntor, stated that somecne had heen
stoaling ducks fromn the park and that
posts had beon removed and other mis-
chief done,  Froguently in the past he
has found it necessury to report the
theft of fowers, bulbs, and even shrubs,
Lut apparently the depredators are” be-
coming embaldened by the immunity
frons punishnent for their misdeeds that
they have generally enjoved. Tt s a
most dizeonraging stute of things, and
pellocts 1o some oxtent wpon the com-
mwunity, that public property, cepeciully
of this nibure, is not safe from marmed-
ors,  Nor s it easy to provide a
pemody.  The cnvator cannot be ex-
pected to spend his evenings and nights
in patrolling the park. nor has he o suf.
freient staff to detail & mun or two to
keep wateh,  Lovking the mates at sun-
dawn would be useless, because there aie
so many means of access to the park,
and a locked gate would not keep ont
tha class of ran he
guilty af such misdemeancurs as have
been reported, ihe polica
might have time now and again to take
a walk at night through the park,
though we fear that would not be much
use. No doubi if the hoard was inclin-
ed to employ a speeial watchman for a
period those who would
willingzly ﬁ:lj)f-‘.l;-ribe the wherewithal to

individunl  who

Possibly

there are

pay him, or perhaps it might be possible
to enrol a Lind of vigilance committee,
or special police, to undertake watch-
men's duties until one or two of the
culprits were caught. And when one
is caught and his offence proved the
punisiment gught to be heavy, made in
fact to fit the erime, which is really a
very serious one.



TH, MAY 25, 1915
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD A.G.M.

The annual meeting of the Pukekura
Park Board was held at the Town Hall
on Monday evening, Mr. W. L. New-
man, in the unavoidable absence of the
chairman (Mr. R. Cock), presiding.
There were also present: Messrs. b,
Perey Smith, R. C. Hughes, H. Ford
und C. H. Drew.

CURATOR'S REPORT.

Mr. W. W. Smith, enrator, snbmit-
ted a resuuie of the work completed in
the park during the past twelve montls.
As divected by the board, the work ol
clearing and draining the swamp sitiat-
ed botween the upper lake and the
sports pround and the east of Cannon
I1li was undertaken, but owing to the
weather contiminng showery for several
weels and tho forge volume of water
flowing through the swamp, the work
had to be discontinued for a while. By
August 12 the levelling and planting of
the new ground was completed and the
lawn sown down.  There were still a
fow unlevel parts of the lawn, due to
the soit and spongy nature of the accu-
mulated rubbish used in flling in deeay-
mg rapidly.  All the trees, ferns, and
other plants transplanted had grovn
well.  Tts sltered condition was a great
improvemtont  on  the unsightly and
tangled mass of intreduced planty that
previonsly overran the swamp.  The
whole warls of clearing. draiming, level-
ling and plunting to date had cost the
bonrd €15 16s 6d.  The winter of last
year beiwg very mild und damp, and
the spring months being also wet and
miled,  prodoced  great prowth ef the
general vegetation of the park.  Some
of the roupher grassy parts had, there-
fore. to he mown and buroed three
times doring the vear.  Gorse seed-
lines, which germinated more or less
in number every vear, gave consider-
able wark in grubbing,  The weed in
the upper lake claimed overtime for a
week in moving and raking it off the
water., The new walk from the triangle
boll, near the sports ground, formed
over the hill and around the top front
edge of the sports ground valley, was
completed in December.  The large
macrocarpa tree which grew near the
tin shed at the sports ground was, as
directed by the board, felled and sold
for firewood. The site had now hoen
planted  with tree ferns and native
shrihs, which would much improve the
sspect in a few months.  Other large
trecs ordered to he removed were also
felled and disposed of.  Owing to the
illness of two members of the staff for
several weeks they liad had te postpone
felling the pine trees near the Carring-
ton Road.  The fences nround the park
‘had recetved attention, but there were
some yet requiring attention. Some of
the more uneven walks had been re-
saired, and others required repairing,

ut they could only continue the work
necording to the amount of aritty ma-
terial supplied to finish the surface
with,  When the staff was all at work
they wonll contiuue reforming and
draining the walks. I the month of
December the board granted permission
to Mr. Bates, Government ;\'llcte&rolo -
1st, to found a weather station or nE—
servatory in the park.  Owing to the
difficulty of getting a contractor to
erect  a  suitable and safe strocture
around the instrmmnents the waork of
muunting the Jatter was considerably
delayed.  The instruments now ad-
insted were working perfectly,  Others
were to be mounted which, when work-
ing, would make the station an inter-
osting and valuable* nequisition to the
board and the tewn.

' l EISEORY

STATEMENT OF. ACCOUNTS,

The statement of zccounts showed re-
coipts amounting to £460 17s Bd. in-
cluding a eredit balance at the bank at
the commencement of the vear of £85
12s: donations—Hon. Q. Samuel £25,
C. W. Govett £10, Colonel Heard £10,
annual subseribers £74, Park Saturday
£62 13s 9d; Borough Council subsidy
L£112 10s, rents £30 s 6d, fireworks
display £36 17s 8d; and, dlter meeting
all exponditure, there was a credit bal-
aneo of about £10.

The chairman, in moving the adop-
tion of the report and statement of
acconnts, veferced briefly to a pumber
of the nmprovements which had heen
effectod at the park during the yenr,
natably that near the tea kiosk, Fo
ar as the balance-sheet was concerned,
Mr. Newman said he felt the board had
just causn for congratulation in being
ahle to show a credit balance,  Owing
to the many calls that wers being made
upen the public as the result of the
war the hoard could hardly expoet to
receive the same voluntary financial ns-
sistanee during the ensuing year. and
1w would therefora be necessary far them
to conserve as much as possible theiv
expenciture,

My, Ford seconded the motion, which
was carried.

GENERAL,

A plan was submitted embadying sug-
gestions for installing the electrie light
through the park. This will s sub-
mitted {o Mr, Black, electriral ongin-
eor,

A hearty vote of thanks was necord-
od to the honorary auditar, My R.
Papperell, for his services during {he
yoear,

The election of chairman for tle an-
swing year was doeforred,

Mr. 8. Porey Smith

A _ ith was appointed
visitor tor the ensuing

month,

aticn -of bag clause more strietly. But
these interdicts probably will he of
little nse unless public spivit discour-
ages tho brand of sportsman who brags
of his hiz bag and delights in getting
his phntogmp"h taken in company with
a whole poulterer’s &hop full of dead
birds.

LYTTELTON TIMES, MAY 22, 1915
DECLINE OF DUCKS IN THE PARK

In support of the statement that
wholesale  slaughtering is vesponsible
for the deerease in  the numbers of
feathered game, Mr Smith quotes from
his own experience and observation.
“ Relinble proof of the rapidly dimin-
ishing numbers of grey duck and teal,”
he sars, ‘“is the few and fewer that
annually take refuge on lakes in public
gardens and private grounds dyring
the shooting season.  When I took
charge of the Pukekura Park at New
Plymouth seven years ago, from four
1o five hundred of  these interesting
and valuable game birds frequented the
Inkes daily during the winter months,
and beeame quite tame. This  year
there are only about ene hundred. To
keop a stack of them on haud for the
intorest of visitors and amusement of
childven, 1 have snaved a la Maori sev-
eral dozen amnually and pinioned them,
When T left Ashburton eleven years ago
from fifteen hundred to two thonsaud
took refuge anmmally on the lakes in
the Domnin there. What approximate
number hare come in this year of grace
and German sportsmen it would he of
interest to kunow.” Tn  Mr Smith's
opinion, the native game will continue
to decrense unless the legislature fur-
ther limits the season for shooting cer-
tain birds. and also enforces the limit-
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TH, MAY 31, 1915
PUKEKURA PARK SUBSCRIBERS

The fullawing subseriptions 1o Puake-
Farae vk have  hesen yoesivied =k
P, Wi I0s; Tlev, fuhornp 10s; As,
Divwline, Ben. 105 AMiss Nicholsom L1
durder Wonny 10s: Captain Wilson 1u;

Mossrs West and Rons sy Tlon O, and
X Samnre]l  Bls Miss A Fyvans Tidss
Mise B O BFuneese Ly Aesers g
gnel Brpser €2 29 Molbowre Olothing
Compnny L1 1s; Messes Shidden and
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AMessrs Jucksonr and Paunl Hs; Messes
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el I oGy Mee 1L Dimele M08: A, L

Stoekor Fis: e, W, O Weston 105 6l
fi s ek Mre. G Ramson Ws el
v White aod Soms s Gdy Me. A
HWis Gdy Afee PO Topkins Tus 6
L Tl 01 T=y Mes, R, O Blughes
il My, - Shaw 1605 M
Newton I Mg Morew ad
sune 105 fidy 3r, B P Blundell £1 1s;
Aessrs Weston and Woeston s Gdy ol
auel T80T Mhe Gy My, T T, Gaillinon
T il Aley H, Thwelwill 105 6d: Br T,
K. Bkinner 105 6d; Mre. J. B Wilson €1

Tis

Tag b B, AR e 105 Gl N 0L, L
T dieds Al T Nesvnein s M (810
Fonte 1041 Ar. K. Wo Garner Tiss Mo
T Dheeow A0s Gid: 7 oo PBroandoee

10 tidy Messrs Bellrivger Bros: 1os Gl
Mo Wb Padon 105 Gl Messrs Nipperd
Wros, 108 tds Messrs MeLeod and Shde
I fidds MNosers “]'_l'l\' and Arpadd 105 Gd
Messrs Ihallomstein  Ms wds 3e. N
Cireiner s Gds Mosses Awmbury Bros,
It Gidy Alre MelTardy 1065 Gy Mysuers
Webster Bros, 1oy Gy Ae Gueo, Coghiitl
P il e (L Ward 105 Gl Mr, N, k.
MelHarmid i6s Gds Mo L Coek Tosg
: T Wurlone 10s Gds Mree W, AL Col-
v AT MelKenn T Gds My, Joshin
Avery 105 il Mr, Thomas Avery 10a;
Mre. I Al LT i Bl ATesssrs
Meliwen : My, A G
Rebios Wy Faewnd Beewory 10s,

TH, JUNE 8, 1915
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The Board of Trustess of Pukekur
Park met on donday mizht.  Then
wore present: Messrs. L Uoek (ehinr
man), W, L. Newman, . P Corkill
Harris Ford, W, I, Short, €. H. Drey
and R. €. Hughes.

Apologies for nbscnes were recoives
from Muesare, 8 Perey Smith, J, 15 Wil
sonand W, A Collis,

The echairman said the Intter twe
were, with Mr. W, 1% Short, the
Borough Couneil representatives,
oxtentdod a hearty woicoma to Mr, Shor
an takimg his seat for the frst time
My, Short brielly returning thanks,

ELECTION OF' CHAIRMAN.

The adjourned annual mecting was
first procowded with,  Mr. Coelt sald
that, in order’ of rotation, it was Mr
Corkill's tstrn 1o be chawrman, hut that
sontleman deaived that for this vear, at
any rate, My Perey Smith should hold
office,



AMr. Carkill said the pasition was that
Me o 8mith did meore for the park than
all the rest of the membors pnt to-
gether, and he thought thas it there
was any honaur in the appointmoent —
acd he errtpinly believed there wias—
ihien that honour shonld vightly belons
to Mr. Smith.  Tle moved that that
rentloman ho invited to act as chair-
maik

Mr, Cork satd that Me. Smith wankd
coertainly be the right man in vhe right
place, Mo had much pleasure in see-
onding tha motion, which was eaveied
Ulanimatsly,

A GREAT IMPROVEMENT.

Mr. Cock said he was unaveidably
absent when the annual mecting  was
cominenecd. e had not preparved an
annual report, because this was alimost
unnceessary, ns the curator p:'c'.\_‘cmt‘d
complete cepmts from month to month,
He felt, however, that he must reter
to the great improvement effected by
petting the eold swamp near tho topy
sk converted into such o pretby little
spob, which wonld be even more beauti-
ful when the shrubs had properly es-
tanlished thomselves,  He rlllsn raonLian-
edd tire hoantiful plantation of New Zen-
lnd - trees and  shrabs. These  had
arowa wonderluliv well; in fact,s they
were perliaps too thick, amd o listie
thinning ot ndzgot he judiciows, o
pard a wribate Lo tise warl done by the
cirator amd brie staff, owd snnl he deh
sure that the public wiye pieasod ot
the way thoir subseriptions were leinz
fpent an furcher peclectimg thowr beg-
tiful park. ;

MONTHLY MEETING.

The ordinary monthly wmectine was
then bold, ; N

Tive seccetary said thore would bo
abont LaU fram aniad subseriptions,
The ehairman woved that the best
thauks of the board be tendered ta Mrs,
Dockrill and Miss Stephenson Smith
for the labaur deveted Ly them in ean-
vassing for the subseviptions—Mr, Ford
seconded, and the motion wiis earvied,
The ehairman, Messrs, Newman and
Corkill were olected an emerecuey com-
mittee for the ensuing year.

The secretary stated that Mr. J,
Clarko had reported that delegates wero
neing  appointed frem  the differont
sporis badics to act on the new Sports
Ground Committes. Two of these had
not yet had their meetings, but wlen
all were elected a meeting would be
licld to further the movement.
 Mr. Cock was appoeinted visitor for
the month. Ho was instructed to sce
the curator. with regnrd to spreading
tho zravel on the patlis.

Mr. Hughes roported that 3Mrs. Cory
had relinquished cliarze of the tea
kiosls, which was now conducted by
Mrs. Phipps, and for the winter was
open auly en Thursdays nnd Sundays.
Soma discussion teok place on the ques-
tion of erecting a now tea kinsk, but the
members were unanimonsly of opinion
that, muech as thoy wonld like to sea a
new one built, the matter of fnance
was at prosent the obstaele.

TH, JULY 6, 1915
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The momthly meeting of the Pulie-
leaea Pack Board was held at tlud Town
Fall on Monday evening, Mre, 5. Perey
Smith presiding . There were also pre-
senv: Messes, WL Lo Nownam, R, G
Hizhes, H. Ford, and C. 1L Drow (see-
recary),  Apologies were reeeived from
the Maver (Me. J. B, Wilson), Messvs,
1. 1 Corkill, Ceouncillors Collis and
short. .

I EISEORY

Before procesding with the ordmary
husiness, the elarman thanked the
Bboatd for the honowr they had conferved
apon im in eJecting him chairman for
the enstme yeoar,

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS,

The seerctary rveported that the
amaunt of gunual subseriptions reeety-
el 1o date amennted to o4 s,

SPORTS GROUND.

The question of wpkeep of the Sports
Groumd was radsed, wud it was suprgest-
il that the board resume possession.

UGltimately, however, it was apreed
that the chairman shonld interview the
Bpores Ground Committes with a view
to bringing the matter to finality.

CURMNTOR'S REPORT.

Mr, W, W. Smith. curator, in his
manthly report, stated that the period
Deing vers wet the worle of the siaff was
delaved  comsiderably, Several  davs
wore  given  to cransplanting trees,
shrabs and bulbs, und ceneral cleaning
when ppueticable.  Fowr af the num-
hev o pine trees ordered to be removed
were fellod and ont ap Tor Grewand. Two
days were devated to repairing the walk
Letween the tea rooms and the rueg
conpse,  This was a very saft walk and
was easy eroded I oreiny weather.
Thes wonld have o reform it and treat
it with elay and gritty sand to make
it & good permanent walk.  Sinee R
Old retnened to work they Tad been
husy veforming nod draining the worst
wmrts of the walks around the upper
ake and treating them with the sandy
arit received Trom the grol some time
ara, They would soon require more
apgvel. or the work would have to e
postponed Tor a time,  They would also
requtre kome seantlings and battens to
draim the walles with, which material is
much cheaper than drain pipes,  When
the walks were eompleted as they wern
doing them now they should last many
vears, - Whilst the weather was fav-
orable for such work be wauld be glad
to have more gravel from the gael, or
olsewhere, to finish them with,  In the
meantimes ho would proeeed with the
true felling. tree planting, and brans-
planting.  He would alsa he glad to
fiave about seven pannds of lawn grnss
soeed, - wich which to replenish the lawn
ab the tea rooms and other places, The
high winds and hail storms in June did
no damage in the park:  The season up
1o the present time was the earliest dur-
inw the last seven years. Seme bulbs
and shenbs woere blooming two months
oarlior than usual. — The ene degree ol
frost durine the month did no damawe
in the park.

The ehaieman and members comment-
ed nipon the very satislactory work that
was being done to improve the paths,
and it was decided to seeure i further
supply of gravel o cnable the work to
bo proceeded with. n

It was also decided to obiain the
necossary timbey required in conuection
with the drainage of the pails.

84

TH, AUGUST 2, 1915
TYPICAL WEATHER REPORT FROM
THE PARK WEATHER STATION

WEATHER REPORT FOR JULY.

My, W, W. Smith has forwarded us
the lollowing weather report for July,
recorded ab Pukekura Park weather
station : — “THe weather throughout the
menth has been unseasomably mild.
Heavy rain storms were recorded on the
9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th, and again on
the 20th and Z1st, resulting in hea
fgods in many parts of the North Island.
Locally, the upiform temperature pre-
vailing both day and night for four days
during the period of the heavy warm
rains cansed the rapid melting of the
snow on Mount Egumont, thus adding
greatly to flood waters. The rain storm
ont the 2lst gave the hieaviest rainfall
recorded in one day at New Plymonth
{or cleven years, Iain foll on 14 days,
the heaviest, 3.066in., on the 21si, the
lightest, .00%in., on the 2ith; total,
B.085in. The sunshine recorder regis-
tered Bhr. 47min. on the 4th and 9min,
on the 20th, being the highest and
Jowest on one day respechively.; toial
sunshine, 131hr. '13min. There were
six sunless duys. The maximum shade
thermometer registered  the highest
temperature 63deg., on the 8th, the
lowest, 53deg., on several days, The
minimum thermomerer gave Hodeg. on
four days and 30deg. on twa days. Tho
radiator (sun's heat) recorded 128deg.
on the 20th and 10ldeg, on two days.
The wind blew frem the north on 3
dnvs. north-east O days, south 2 days,
souti-east 8 days, south-west 8 days
and west 1 day. Cloudiness exhibited
great range of form and density, The
masses of cunlo-nimbus preceding the
heavy rain storms wera of 1minense
volume. Stratus occurred around Mount
TFemont on thiree days. Cumulus wera
numerous thronghoub the month; alte-
cumulus occurred on four days and
cirrus (highest of all clouds) on two
days. Frost was recorded on the grass
on feur mornings, rang'ng from ideg,
an the drd to Jdeg. on the 30th and
Alst.

TH, AUGUST 10, 1915
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

MONTHLY MEETING,

The monthlr meeting of the above
haard was held en Monday night, wien
thera were présent: . Messrs, DPerey
Smith (chairmau), R Ceck, R. C,
Hughes. Harris Ford, and C. H. Drew
(secratary).

CURATOR'S REPORT.

The enrator (Mr. W, W, Smithi re-
ported : —Since last meeting the hoard s
stall  has  been  emploved  reforming
wolks, tree-felling, weneral eleaning and
hurning of rubbish under the trees, and
planting. Our work was bindered some-
whal by the stormy weather at the be.
ginuning of and from the 18th to the
£2nd of lost month.,  When entting
down the eupressus macracarpa trees
wa obtained hetween thiee and fonr
dozen exceilent and lasting poasts wih
which we have repaired the fences along
John Streat and along the Carrington
Raad. The spare wood is alsa first-class
firewoond and 1'mlurl a :'z‘,l;Jr]y sl at the
price we ask for it. We were unahie



to continue the tree-felling uneil fin-
izhed, but will return to the work and
fell the yomainder of the maerocarpas
this week, The ald pine trees near, the
Carrington Hoad u-ill alto Be felled and
removed, When the work we are doing
at present is finished we will he engagec
for two or thres days trnnsplanting
shrnbs and trees at the Gilbert Street
entiance.  These native plants have
grown o ropidly and vieoroosly that
they, are now ecrowding and must he
thinned to enahle the varinus spocies to
form good speeimens. The winds aad
flaads of last month did no damage in
the Pack, Owing ta the extreme mild-
ness of the autumn and winter many of
hoth the indigenons and introduced
plants are hlooming two months befora
their due time. The general growth of
};lnnts in the neighbonihond of New
lymouth are at least a month earlier
than in former years. As nsual at this
season of the vear when the finer hnlhs
aro in bloom. the latter are heing stolen
in considernble quantjtics,  Although
last might was one of heavy ram. a
quantity af narcissi blooms were taken
from the harders  Since my last report
sevoral ladies and gentlemen havo sent
new plauts to the Park, Mr. Cock sent
plants of kourcruya, hanana, and an-
nuals.  Miss Devenish also nresented a
numbrr of plants new to the Park.
Mes. Johm Wheeler alse et some rove
lants new to onr collection.  Mr.
?h]]m_r:. of Franklex district. presented
six new species of water-lilies which
are vory acceptable.  Thex have heen
lanted at the head af the water-lily
ﬁrke, A Palmerston gentleman sent a
lnrge callection of roses which have been
planted in a new bed made on the site
of the ald peacock house, Two loeal
gentlomen  presented  valuable  new
plants, but I am not permitted to use
their names, Twa New Zealand heech
trees were prosented, one each by
Messrs, Davis and Morshead,

GENERAL.

With regard to the sports ground
Jease, Mr. Cack moved that the matter
he held in obeyance pending a decision
hoing arrived at in connection with the
proposed: carnival,

The wmotion was carried.

"The request of the Hospital Board
that Mr, W. W, Smith be allowed to
visit the haspital grounds for the pur-
pose of advising the hoard with regard
to laving-aut the ground and tree-
planting was granted

On the motion of Mr. Cock, the ap-

lication of Mr. Denny Brown for the
ease of section 118, which was not re-
quired by the hoard, for a period of
gevon venrs from September 1, at a
rental of £2 per annum, was granted.

With regard to the installation of
aloctrie lipht in Pukekura Park, a
lettor was recpived from Mr. 1. Black,
barough electrieal enpineer. He sug-
gested that three posts on the sports
ground which were not required by the
Sports Ground Committea ha ohtained.
These with sisteen others would be suf-
ficient, 3f suitable trees were utilised, to
lieht the Park according to the plan
which he had drafted. Ie estimated
the totsl cost for installing 10 lamps
at £85.

AMr. Ford was appointed as visitor
far the ensuine month.

The fellowing acconnts were passed
for parment: —W, M, Rowe £1 6s 8d,
Qash and Door Company 12s, Bellringer
Bras. 10s.

BI EISEORY

TH, AUGUST 11, 1915
NEAR DROWNING

A child named King, who had heen
taken for a walk in Pukekura Park on
Tuesday afternoon. fell into the pond,
and in all probability would have been
drowned had it not been for thae timely
appearanee of Mr. Nelson Hill, who,
withpit any hesivation, jumped into the
water and rescuvd the yvoungster.

TDN, SEPTEMBER 8, 1915
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly meeting of the Puke-
kora Park Hoard was held in fhe
Borough Council Chambers on Monday
evbning, Mr. W, L. Newman presiding
in the absenco of the cbairman, Mr. 8.
Perey Smith, There was also present:
Messra, B, (. Hughes, R, Cock, H. Ford,
and C. H. Drew (secretary).

The ecurator, Mr, W, W. Smith, re-
ported that the fine weather experienced
during the earlier part of the month
enabled the staff to proceed apace with
the reforming and gravelling of the
walks around the upper lake and part
of the racecourse walk.  The new
walk leading from John Street gute at
an angle on tp the maln walk around
the top of the sports ground valley had
been formed. During the month Mr.
Robert Stevens, of Eltham, cent a pack-
age of native plants to the park; Miss
Devenish and Miss Douglas lave also
sent parcels of native plants, A gen
tlemn fesiding in the Mokay district,
who bad sent trees for three scasons,
also sent o package of seeds and seed
lings. He did not know who the gen-
tleman was, bub the sceds, efe, were
very gratefully received.  Mr. Tribe,
who recently returmed from a trip to
Hawaii, brought back with him 3 large
package of seeds from the Agricuitural
Department of that country. As an
exchange was solicited, he would short-
Iy collect & good series of varteties of
seeds of our best native plants and post
them in exchiange to Hawail. He was
extremely pleased to have those brought
by Mr. Tribe—Hearty votes of thanks
were accorded to the various donors of
seeds, ete,

Mr. E. H, Tribe wrote that on arrival
at Homolulu he went to the Bureau of
Agriculture to ascertain if he could get
some seeds of native flora for the park.
Mr. David Haughs, the director of the
department, was exceedingly kind, and
gave him o packet of seeds, which he
(Mr. Tribe) had handed to Mr. Smith.
Mr, Haughs said if at any time they
required any more he would be only
too pleased to send some. If the hoard
couid send Mr, Haughs anything of the
kind by way of exchange it would be
much appreciated.  Mr. Tribe added
that he tried to do the same thing at
Fiji, but the office of the department
was closed.  TF My, Smith would like
seeds from Fiji it was suggested that
the bourd write to Mr. Whitcombe (an
old New Plymouth boy), who had snid
he would be pleased to see the Agrieul-
tural Department and do what he could
in the mafter—It was decided to for-
ward letters of thanks to Messrs, Tribe
and Haughs,
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Owing to the impossibility of the
Borough Couneil's representatives at
tending meetings on Monday evenings,
it was decided to meet in  future on
Tuesday evening,

It was resolved that the seats In the
Park be overhauled and repalred,

Mr. Ford was appointed overseer for
the work and a vots of thanks was
accorded to Mr. Black, borough electrical
engineer, for a special report he had
presented In conncetion with a proposal
to Inslal electric light in the park.

Accounts amounting to 19 60 were
passed for payment,

TH, OCTOBER 6, 1915
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

“The monthly meeting of the Puke-
kura Park Board was held on Tuesday
evening, there heing present, Messrs,
8. Percy Smith (chairman), W. L. New-
man, H. Ford, W. A. Collis, R. C.
Hughes, and C. H, Drew (secretary).

CURATOR'S REPORT.

The curator, Mr. W, W. Smith, pre-
sented his monthly report, which was
as follows:—The wéather heing fairly
gopd, we were able to proceed with the
re-forming and gravelling of the worst
parts of the walks around the upper
[ake. Nearly twelve loads of the gravel
have been used, but more will be re-
gquired to complete the work., Several

‘days were given to removing the un-

sizhtly overbanging branches and rough
crass around the upper lake. The re-
mainder of the time was devoted to
mowing, uorse grubbing and meneral
¢leaning.  Messrs. Duncan and Davies'
donation of 18 varieties of trees and
shrubs and |00 roses required two days
to plant, The larze express load sent
comprised 180 plants, some of them be-
ing new to the park. Mr. Hicks, nur-
seryman of Tikerangil, also donated a
large package of valuable plants. They
camprise  chiefly ornamental foliaged
species and, with four exceptions, are
all new to the park. Mr. Hicks has on
several occasions brought -some rare
plants to the park. Owing to the abun-
dant warm meisture and continued
warm weather the zeneral growth of
vegetation in the park is rapid and

luxuriant.
GENERAL.

The curator reported a case of in-
frineinge the by-laws in bieyeling on the
walks. e added that one person had
knocked o littte girl down and had cal-
lously rideen on.—In respect of the first
ease the board decided to take pro-
cendings, S

The mutter of lighting the park was
brought up by Mr. Hughes, but was ad-
jowrned until next meelng.

A hearsy vote of thanks was accorded
Messrs. Duncan and Davies and R, 'T.
Hicks, of Tikerangi, for donations of
planis.

Mr, K. P, Corkill was granted three
months’ leave of absence from the
beard, ol B

Mr. Hughes was appointed visitor for
the month,



TH, OCTOBER 28, 1915
CHARGES OVER BICYCLE RIDING

BY-LAW CASES.

The Borovgh Inspector (Mr. B. Tip-
pins) proeeeded agoinst o man named
Sempus [or leaving o vehicle unattend-
e, Ael d pleaded guilty :mdﬂ WAS
ronvict wl lined 55 ond costs ¢s.

4 nspector  proceeded apainst J.
siford tor widing n bicrele on the
paths in Pukekura Park, .

Acensed pleaded guilty, but sgm_i_he
wns in rnerance of any law prohibiting
bicvele riding in the park. Thero was
no motice abous the matter.

e, Quilliam, who appeared for the
Pulkekura Park Board, seid that the
proceedings were _i11s':1+_,'.11_ed_ ta put a
stop to the practics of viding bicycles
in the park. A fow days .bafr:ro Best-
ford was eanghe a ltile givl had heon
down and narrowly escaped
serious njury.  The case was hrnpght
to give publicity to the matter. There
was # notice ;1bnut.1hwycm1g and more-

car Bestford had been warned. |
m’T‘]ha magzistrata entered a convichion
and inflicted o fine of 33 and costs 7s.

1. Bestford was further gharged with
taking a bieycle inio the p;&rk, h].lt. as
there was 1o appearance of the infor-
mant (B. Tippins) the case was dis-
missed.

noeked

TH, NOVEMBER 22, 1915

CENTRAL SCHOOL
CARNIVAL.

THIRD ANNUAL GILAND DISPLAY.
THIRD ANNUAL GRAND DISPLAY,

GYMNASTIC,
! EQUESTRIAN,
MILITARY,
SPECTACULAR
And
PATRIOTIC,
In the

RECREATION SPORTS GROUND

RECREATION SPORTS GROUND
On
THURSEDAY, DECEMBER 2,

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2,

In aid of
No. 1 STATIONARY FOSPITAL.
Admission: Adults 1s, Children 64.

TDN, OCTOBER 28, 1915
DIRECTION POSTS ADDED

Notwithstanding the fack that the
Park Beard have lind 1o work oo very
stnall fiemds, quite @ numher of improve
ment=: have been elfecied in Paleelura
Park since war was declnred, the latest
being directibn posts, which have been
placed in positions o enable visitors to
find their way about the grounds, WViai-
tors will appreciate the thoushtful act
of the Board.

TH, NOVEMBER 3, 1915
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

Tha- monthly meeting of the Puke.
frurn Park Board was held in the Town
Flall on Tuesday cvening. — Present:
Messrs. 8. Perey-Smith (chairmang, H.
[Ford, Coek. W. A, Collis, W. L.
Newman and C. lil. Drew (secretary).

Apologies for absence were receive
fmrzl: M%. R. C. Hugles and his Wor-

i o Mayor. )
Gh':f’hcthcm‘al.ér (Mr. W. W. Smith) re.
ortod that tha work of the park stafl
for the month had been of a cneral
nature.  After the strong winds and
rains from the 1st till the 5th, and again
from the 1Gth to the 2lst, they wore
kept  busy cleaning for severa daye.
Uwing to the rapid growth of grass and
gorse in the park they had been kept
Pusy mowing and grubbing them. The
pond-weed had required some tima to
mow and suppress in the parte of the
Uppor Lake most affected with the
weed. 1t was exceedingly strong this
season, and would reguire a lot of work
to suppress. As instructed by the board
a vear ago, he would mention that no-
thing had been dome by the Sports
Ground Committee to improve the con-
dition of the ground. It was in an
excoedingly rough condition at present,
and the longer it was left undone the
more labour it would require to put 1t
in order. The great growth -of vege-
tation continued in the park. Thoere
waore now ffty-six water-fowl—all very

althy.
nc'.I“ilu-.-.-scm-at:lr:\- hrought up the mattaer
of having notices printed setting forth
the by-laws relating to P?knkuri\. Park,
to ba displayed at the various entrances:
—Itewaaprp:;;olved that it be left in the
hands of the secretary to arrange for
tha work to be carmied ount. )

Mr. W. I. Newman was_ appointed
visitor for the ensmng month,

i
: I:i; HISTORY
k

TH, DECEMBER 3, 1915

CENTRAL SCHOOL
CARNIVAL.

P

FOR HOSPITAL FUNDS,

SPLEXNDID PROCLESSION AND
BEORTS

——

N KEARLY £250 REALISED,

The Central Sehool Carnival leld in
Pukekura Yark vesterday afternoon was
a brilliant success, and provided a vari-
ely of amusements for over four thou-
sand people, It was an enjoyable ouf
ing for voung and old, but really it was
a great, pluy day for (e school children
of New Plymouth, and in glorious snm-
mer sunshine amidst the fresh and pie-
turesque surronndings of the park, they
spent an afternoon which, to them, witl
be vetained in memory with those dittle
landmarks which add joy to sehool days,
This is the (hird annual earnival which
has Dbeen held in connection with the
Central Selwool, and all the happy fea-
fures which children remembered ap-
peared again yesterday lwighter ana
better than ever, while there was a
budget of new attractions, Iven the ele-
ments joined heartily in the conspiracy
to make the Twv a memorable one.
Nothing more pretty or effectual in the
way of a gala apectacle has ever taken
place in New Plymouth, and the children
vevelled in it from morning to evening,
They sustained a magnetie animation
thronghout the afterncon, showing no
sieens of fatigue, but enly eagerness and
zost, and even when the end came hun-
dreds of ehildren showed a reluctance to
go home,  The children gave free play
lo all their youthful instinets in sports.
they paraded in faney costumes and
found fun at the side-shows, they gave
splendid exliibitiona of various kinds of
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exereises, they tripped merrily round the
maypole, and generally enjoyed them-
selves, wihile also providing the spee-
tators with a ful! measore of anmse.
ment.  And above all was the thought
that in their pleasure the children werae
nobly assisting their brothers at the war
by providing them with care and com-
fort, for the earnival was in aid of No,
1 New Zealand Stationary Hoapital and
for providing comforts for those going to
the front, with the highly satisfactory
result that an wmount approaching
£250 waa realized.
THE PROCESSION.

A striking feature waa the proeession,
which was acknowledged fo be one of the
best ever seen in New Plymouth, To-
wards midday the fown flled with
people cager to witness the spectacle
and hy one o'clock, when the procession
moved off, the route of the procession
through the town was lined with crowds
of people.  The holiday spirit was
abroad and in the hot sunshine the crowd
awaited with suppressed happiness the
signal for the day’s fun {o begin. Lieut.-
Colonel T, T. Bellringer was the chief
marshal and le had a busy task in
attending to the greal number of
vehicles “dressed for parade,” whieh as-
sembled outside the old drill hall in Giil
Street, Shortly after one o'clock the
Citizens' Dand tock its place at the head
of the procession, which exiended from
past the drill hall well up inle St
Aubyn Sireet, and, with a stirring
march, the band stepped off and released
the pageant for the journey to Puke-
kura Park., To describe it as a pageant
is not to belitile that expression, for the
most optimistic eould not have expected
to see such a splendid and varied array,
There was an extravagance of {aste-
ful and vivid deeorations on a preat
variety of vehicles representing equally
varied phases of business life, while the
comic ¢lement was generously provided.
On all hands the procession drew spon-
taneous applause from the spectators,
who cheered it op its way. After pass-
ing along St, Aubyn Street the proces-
sion turned into Queen Street, entering
Devon Street at the Post Office corner.
As the procession slowly wound its way
down ihe Lill inte the town one had
visivns of one of those protesque rap-
tilian ercatures which are happily only
found in the pages of childrens books,
the great variety of color and form em.
ployed intensifying this aspect, and when
the tail swept round the corner the head
was well up {he further vise of Devon
Street. Every section of this glad chain
arrestad attention by its beauty of decor-
ation, its novelty, or its mirth-provoking
features, There were grotesque fellows
gay and serious, who would. be more at
home in fairyland, a weird band- com-
posed of ragped lads who would do credit
to any street in the Wast ¥ind of London
a  variety of heauntifully  decorated
vehicles, and some splendidly arranged
trade displays. The predominant note
twas a patriotie ene, for the colors of the
| Aliles flew gaily liere and there,

SOME FINE DISPLAYS.

Twmediately following the band were
“Mr. and Mrs, Tiny.,” This couple has
been seem in the streets of New Ply-
mouth before, bhut they are cheery folk
and their grotesque attitudes preduced



roara of langhter. There were many
children in faney dress, ineluding the
following:—Eileen Maller, Noel AMoller
(Mrori), Daisy Reed (England and
Franee), Maud Roper (Red Crosz nurse),
Dorethy Smale (England), M, Bennoch
{tattered Belgian), A. Bennoch (clown},
T, Bennoeh (sundowner), and C. Spurdle,
who was dressed in a little khaki uni-
form and appealed to all to “Help the
Wounded Soldiers.” At the rear of the
pmcassion was the ragtime band with
its wonderful collection of instruments,
Ampng other displays which canged
hearty langhter was the one-diorse shay
in whieh Uncle Rastus and Auntie Clo
drove to the park, Mr, . J, Flannagan's
troupe of donkeys were ridden by several
gaily-dressed youngsters, and added a
picturesque touch to the scene,

There was a long siring of decorated
mator ears, the first of whiel contained
the Mayor (Mr, C. H. Burgess} and &
feww members of the executive commit.
tee, Other ears, which were prettily de-
corated. included those of Miss Bishop,
Mrs, J, Hawkins, Messrs G, Gibzon, T
W. Wird, J. MeNeill, and M., L. Halal,
A splendid display was made Ly Messers
May and Co. with seven decorated hak-
ers’ carts. Bach of these was tastefnlly
goet up in the colors of one of the Aliles,
Britain leading the way with red, white
and biue ribbons, The other carts repre-
senied Russia, Ttaly, France, Welgium,
Japan, and Serbia.  Other decorated
varta were those of Messrs T, Lealand
City Ment Stores, Lealand Bros, W, L.
Bendall and Co,, Sole Bros, U, Bond and
J. Lister, Mra. A, I Ennis drove a de-
corated gy, and Miss vy Doughty rode
a decorated bicyple, The pesters inelud-
ed those of Messrs J. K, Hawkins and
Co.y A, Venlet and C. Carter, The City
Meat Stores had a lad riding a little
pony, and the Taranaki Motor Transpart
Company had eie of their big chara-
Lancs in Lhe procession,

The trade displays were pariicularly
effeetive. My, Newton Wing Lad a molor
lorry, on whieh were piles upon piles
af Amber Tips tea boxes. Messrs Bur-
gess, Fraser and Co, made a good display
of Desert Gold {ea, whilst Messes Bell-
vinger Bros. were represenfed by a minia-
ture eustle of Tovthind ecment.  The
Hygivnic Tea Rooms woere shown on &
lorry, visitors being helped to afterncon
tea Dy the stalf, The Red Post Furnish-
ing Company had a shriking display,
showing o nuwmber of employvees at work,
while Messrs DBoon Bros, had a shinilar
display, and My M, O, Butcher provided
& seene of a branel of the work carvied
on at his earriage building factery, The
Teehnieal College was represented by
two impressive and instructive exhibits.
The first of these showed bovs of the
engineering class, elad in overalls, buzily
attending to the forge and also working
al other enginecving imploments,  Jost
belimd were Lhe commercial and agri-
enlbural boys encrgetically typing, and
earrying ont nilk tests,

PTIE PROCESSION AWALDS,

Meanwhile all voads had lod to Puke-
kara Park, where the lurge crowd that
hal assembled was greatly increased by
the erowds which followed the proees-
sion,  The arrival of the procession in
the park was the signal for generous
lengthy  eheering,  aml  when  the
pageint passed on to the arena and
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moved rounl in a complete elrele it pro-
vided an imposing speetacle. This gave
Mr. A M. Bradbury an epportunity to
judge the displays, and Le made the fol-
lowing awards:—

Best working exhibit.—Toon Bros, 1,
Hygionie Bakery 2.

Jest patvietie display—ay and Ar
rowsmith 1.

Dest trade display —Nr, Newton King
{Amber Tips Ten), 1.

Most  oviginal trade  display.—Bell:
ringer Bros. (Wilson's Cement) 1.

Best decorated vehicle—Mrs, Ennis,
trap and pony, 1.

BDest decorated motor-car-—Mra, €, 1,
Butgess, 1, i
: Best deeorated bicyele.—Miss Doughty,

Best poster.—Dorothy Smale, “Jchn
Bull” 1.

Best dfancy eostume—Tommy Ben-
noch, u swagger, 1,

SPORT ON THE ARENA.

The round of amusements on the
areng was then set T motion, and the
afternoon was oceupied with an interest
ing programme, while the proceedings
were enlivened by an enjoyvable pro-
gramme of music by the Citizens’ Band,
The first display of physical drill by
sixty boys from the Central School,
under Mr, Threadgill, physical instruetor
Lo the Education Department, The bovs
went through a number of moveinents in
a manner which drew demaustrative ap-
plause from the onlockers. A may pole
dance by & number of girls from 1he
Central School was a very neeity per-
formance and velleeted great credit on
the girls and the excellent training they
had received from Miss Drake. A fug
march by pupils from the West I
Sehool, under Miss Ada O'livien, seriously
challenged the former cvent for spse-
tacular effects, while a rainbow dauce,
performed by twenty-foar Central Soliool
girls, under Miss Dempsey, drew peneral
admiration by the excellent way in
which the manoeuvres were cartied out.
end by the color effects.  But seantifv]
ag were these displays, thev were ec
lipsed by the striking effect of tlie Mareh
of the Allics, 'This exhibition comprisad
companies of girls vepresentivg Knglana
(red, white and blue), the Colonivs
(white, with blue stripe bearing), Ire-
land  (emerald green), Scotlanl 1heiin-
trope), Lussin ired, white anl blue),
Franee (white and red stripes), Belyinn
{yellow and red), and Ttaly (green, white
and red). Some striking cevolutions
were eartied out, and then, Jrom a ~'mix-
up.* which suggested hopeless chaos,
order was cleverly made by a sevies ol
movements which produced furthey ‘m-
pressive effects, and enhanced the
beauty of the spectacle.  Much eredit
is due to Miss Dempsey, who, assisied
by Mr., Day, was responsible for uar
ranging this splendid display.  An ox-
hibition of Swedish drill by a number o)
boys and girls from the Waihi Sechool,
under Mr, Bullans, wos very well done,
Graceful and attractive was g hoop
mareh by girls frem the Convent School
and pupils from the High School were
responsible for some fine displays, A
team of boys, under Sergt. Bruce, gave
a fine exhibition of bayonet cxercises,
while a number or girls gave an interest-
ing exhibiton of first aid and ambulance
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work,  Oymnastics formed the subject

of good work by pupils from the the

Fitzroy  Sehool, and an interesting

fenture was e patriotie display by sixty

Central Scheo] boys under 3Mr. Day.
THE LIGHTER SIDE,

While these displays thoroughly pleas-
ed the spectators, thers was a lighter
side to ihe programme whick gave en-
joyment to young and old. The side-
shows were numerous and varied. The
Kaiser eame in for a partienlarly bad
time, By a unique deviee people wrre
given the epportunity of “choking ihe
Kaiser” by placing money in hiz moulh,
for silver you could enjoy ihe satisine-
Lion of having “chies at the Kaiser,”
while in other ways you were able fo
disturb his peace, and help to swell the
funds. Al sortz of other medinms weare
employed to amuse and to make money,
and in this department Messrs L. Iloff-
mann, B, J. Smith, Sergt.-Major Wil
liamson, and others were primarily re-
spensible for the work of keeping the
fun flowing. Golf putting, on 4 decidedly
green Ugreen”, was a source of wmnch
amusement.

Set in pretty surroundings underneath
the drees surrounding the arenn were
several stalls, at which excellent busi-
ness was done.  An attroctive sweet
stall was provided Dby the Vietoria
League, and was in charge of Misses
DBrewster, R, Clarke, Whiteombe, 3
Thomson, M. Corkill, A. Bullard, and
E. Greatback,  Other  stalls  were —
Sweets and ice eream, Mra, Moverley;
temperanee stall, Mrs. Hoffmann; pro-
duace atall, Mra, Wilkes and Miss Jame-
gon; faney work stall, Mesdames Demp-
sey, Tirth, and Marting Christmas iree
and bran tub, Misses Henderson, Wilson,
and Gleeson; eigarette stall, dliss An-
[hony. )

An important feature of such enter-
tainments i3 the alterncon tea, and the
Mayoress (Mrs, O H., Burgess) is to be
congratulated on the excellent arrange-
ments made, The tea tables were ar-
ranged wnder the trees near the band
stand and arennd the fop lake, and no
more charming surroundings eould have
been found. Sueh was the extent of (e
arrangements that three separate com.
mittees had the work in hand, and, na-
aisted by large mumbers of young ladies,
they have the reward of knowing tley
gave complete satisfaclion. The com.
mittees comprised:—2Mesdames Burgess,
Blundell, Colvile, Fair, Eberlet, Hurst-
houss, Courtney, K, Webster, Freeth,
Bowden, Ewing, Foote, A, Robertson,
D. White, G, Neale, Dinnis, Johng, Awm.
bary, Stocker, White, J. Wilson, Carter,
Matthews, Chappell, and Migses Deven
ish, Godirey, Avery, and Marshall, They
received valuable assistance from Mrs
Peteh, Mrs, Tanner, and Migses McCoy
and Sole, i

COMPETITIONS.

The baby competition atiracted a good
deal of interest, and the resulls of the
various  elasses  were as  follows:—
Babies under T8 months (32 entbries):
Barlon Revell 1, Kennetis K, Hawkina 2,
Narissa Baldock 3. Babies under nine
months (24 entriesj: Newton Cramer 1,
Ttsmond  Asquith 2, Aler. Mackie 3.
Twins: Wi, and Mabel Schwam and
Mys, 1L, Moon's twins tied for first place,



The tug-of-war provided plenfy of
interest for the hoys and produced keen
competition, The competition was con-
fined to school boys, and a side consisted
of eight bovs. Vntries were received
from Bell Bloek, Central School (two
temmns), Frankley Road, Filzroy, Omata,
Woest Fnd, and Waihi, After some ex-
cellent eantests Beil Bloek and West End
were left in the final, which resnlted in
a vielory for Bell Block.

An interesting eompetition which was
responsible for mueh enjoyment was the
discovery of “Abe Potush.” A cortain
gentleman was seb down ag “Abe Po.
tash™ and tickets were sold to people,
who were required to seek the srentlr-
man.  They could accost anyone, and on
diseovering the man they would reevive
Ialf a sovereign, The winner was g Ind,
firncken Wilson, who found that Mr, J.
Mayden was posing as “Abe?

THE FINANCIAL RESULT,

Tt is expeeted the amount which
will be vealised by the Carnival will nok
be far short of £250—a splendid result
on which the school is to be heartily con-
gratulated.  The returns available last
night show that £233 13 1d is in hand,
and there are some further gmounts to
come in,  The details are: Gate takinga
L1 s, afternoon ten £33 18s 84
anelion sele £25 193, faney work stall
£13 13s 114, temperanee stall £11 108
104, “Kaiser Bill” and “Hoop La” £10
ds 2d, Mrs, Meverley's stall £10 45 24,
Vietoria League stall £7 6s fd, general
items €3 (s 110, Miss Connie Spurdle'’s
(Waitara) collection £1 8s,

The oflicialz responsible for the ar-
rangements did splendid work, Mr, H,
Dempsey, headmaster of the school, was
u particularly hard worker, and le was
ably assisted by Messrs F. T. Bellringer,
3, G, Bmith, P, J. Tlanagan, J. R. Hill,
N, D, Day and others,

TH, DECEMBER 8, 1915
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly meeting of the Puke-
kura Park Board was held in the Town
Hall on Tucsdey eveming. DPresont:
Mr, S. Perey Smith (chatrman), Mossrs,
W. L. Newman, M. Ford, R. C.
Hughes, W, A, Collis, and G, H, Drew
(secretary).

Apologies for absence were raceived
from Alessrs. C. H. Burgess and W. F.
Short.

CURATOR'S REPORT.

The Curator (Mr. W. W. Smith) re-
ported that the chiefi work ot
board’s stafl for the month had been
mowing, cleanmg, and burning of heaps
of stull accumuating-therelrom, Owing
to the phenomeoal growth of ali in-
digenous and introduced trees this sea-
sou 1t had been necessary for them to
do & considerable gmount of trimming
ol lrees, ete., te keoy the patiis elear
and open. ‘the heuvy drip trom tbe
overhanging trees i sume parts always
pruoduced o more or less pitting and
slignt scouring of the waiks auriay
sturms of rain. The heavy electric ansd
otiér storms during the first twelve
days ni Navember entalled considerabio
work éleaning up after them, buu no
damage occulled to the board's pro-
pertys  The iete on behalf of wounded
aoddiers held on December 2 was o gieat
success, and, notwithstanding the very
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thie

large crowd present, thers was no iu-
juiy waatever done te the board's pro-
periy. Ho would new earnestly draw
the artenton of the beoard to the very
wrgent necessity for lmruodiately mow-
ing and burning tho masses ol ox-eye
dalsios growing on the terraces in the
sports ground, These plants and ather
noxious weeds were extremaoy plentiful
and apuressive this year, They would
begin to seed about the middle ef this
meonth, snd shiould be maown wnd burned
immediately. Owing to the abundance
of rain and mellow weather during the
spring and on to the present tiue the
rapid growtn and vigour of the vigein-
tion in ihe park and throughout” thoe
district had besn, and was, very muck
greater than i narmal seasois,  He
recretted to say that a great many
roses had been stolen from the rose-
bad lately.

The Seeretary reported on the finan-
cial pasition of the board, [t was an-
ticipated that they would have a debit
halance of abont £40 st the end of the
present  faancial yenr, The board’s
share of tho gate takings at the recent
carnival was ahout £16.

With reforence to the ewrator's re-
marks concerning the ox-eye daisies on
the terraces of the sports ground, it
wans resulved that the chairman sce the
chairman of the Sports Gronnd Com-
mitteo with a view to geoting that
body to hinve this weed cuf and burnt.
- In conneclion with the instuflation of
elootric lighting in  the park, Mr.
Hughes said he would rrl.r.\‘t'.l_é:mﬁs the
matter at prosent, in view the un-
favourable finaneial position of the
Bonrd. )

‘The SBecrctary roported having had
25 motices printed embodying the by-
laws relating to the park and awlso four
natice-hoards to be placed at tha en-
trances to and in prominent positions
in Pukekura Park.

It was deeided that, as the noxt
rreeting would come during the holi-
dass, it ba postponed until tho firat
Tuesday in February. ] .

Mr, Percy Smith was appointed visi-
tor for the ensuing month,

Severnl acconnts wern passed for

payment,
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F. P. Corkill resigned from the Board after serving for more than 30 years. C. E. Bellringer was
appointed to take his place.

The management of the Sports Ground was returned to the Park Board. The Sports Ground
Committee which had developed and controlled the Sports Ground since 1906 was finding it difficult
to get the men to look after it. This was because many of the local young men were away at war. The
Board came to an agreement with the Technical College in town, that they would use it as a sports
field and in return look after grass cutting, etc.

Clement Wragge, a world-renowned meteorologist, on a speaking engagement in New Plymouth
praised the Park but suggested it could be improved by planting a selection of suitable palm trees.

Newton King gifted an outrigger canoe which he had acquired from Rarotonga.

Robert Clinton Hughes wrote ‘A Brief History’, which was a history of the Park until that time. It
was published in three parts in the Taranaki Herald on August 3rd, 4th and 5th. The whole article
appears in this document on pages (94 —99).

The John Street (now Rogan Street) entrance was improved, and native trees planted in the vicinity of
the entrance.

Donations included:
Mr Chas Jerdan, donated a kiwi caught on the Kaitake ranges.
Plant Donations:

Garden seeds from the curator of the Public Gardens at Colombo (Ceylon). Package of trees and
seeds from Paraguay (South America). Mr C. E. Bellringer, flower seeds; Webster Bros seeds and
plants; plant seeds by exchange from the Botanic Gardens of Calcutta; Mr E. Brough, Christchurch,
lily bulbs; Native plant and seeds from anonymous donors; Mrs Avery, a bag of bulbs; Mr Rockel, a
small box of New Zealand orchids collected in the Ruahine bush, which were planted in suitable
places in the Park where they could be easily seen and studied when in bloom; Mr C. List, from a
New South Wales trip, a quantity of Australian plant seeds; a friend of the Park, some native plant
seeds from Mokau.

Summary of significant events

. The Park Board took over the running of the Sports Ground
. Park Saturday was reinstated

. Emergency water supply taken from the racecourse

. Robert Clinton Hughes wrote a history of the Park

. Mrs. Hulke bequest of £100.
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TDN, JANUARY 17, 1916
SPORTS GROUND UNKEMPT

A SIGHT IN NEW PLYAMOUTH
RECREATION GROUND.
To 1he Editor.

Sit—New  Plvwouth's  Tieerveation
Ground, an exquisite gom, its beautics
almost all pore New Zealand, iz viehtly
the pride of the town. As visitar
one  naturally  sdmires the Dbeaudiinl
featnies of the Park. but just at this
time of world stress and wvonflict the
finest sight in the Reereation Gornnd is
to be geen just inside the Liavdet Street
entrance,

There one comes across the sporis
ground, now overgrown with longz prass
atd weeds,  The “roller which uzed to
keep erickel pitehes in order is hard fo
find in ils snuz nestling of proenery.
There is no nse for it to-day, New Dl
mouth's athletes iave o preater tazk in
hand! They are evidontly too busy do-
ing their duty to the Empire to coneern
themselves about the state of the ericket
pitehes, and it 1= fine testimony to the
practieal patriotism of New Plymonth
that the playzround of its :.‘r.am']g nien
is now deserted, Al honer te your
town—T am, ecte,, i

CHAS. E, WHEELER.

Wellington.

The choirmen poinfed ont that they
had in hand the formation of another
lake and also the installation of the
electric Jight.

Mr. Cock, in agreeing, said that ihat
had hean the Board's policy and in-
staneed the work done at the Gilbert
Street entrance, This frem & waste
spot and an eyesore had been trans
formed into one of thie most beautiful en-
irances of the Park.

GENERAL,

The Board decided that it could not
make any incresse in wages during war
time, as 'uwing to the other demands on
the public purse its revenue was con-
siderably eurtailed,

Qome disenssion took place over the
stale of *ie Sperts Ground, but no action
avis taken.

A vote of thanks was aceorded Mr. J.
H. Quilljam, who gave ma services free
in commpetion with 2 case of cycling
ithrongh the Park, o

The anetion of the executive in allow-
ing the Silver Band to take up a Sun
day collection in the Park was con-
firmed,

It was resalved to ask the Borough
Council if sufficient posts were available
for lighting the grounds, and at what
price. -

Mr. B. Cock was appointed visitor for
the month, and aceounts amounting to
£1 125 Gd were passed for payment.

TDN, FEBRUARY 2, 1916
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly meeting of the Pukekura
Park Board was hLell last night. Tre-
sent: Messrs S. Perey Smith {chairman),
W. L. Newman, W. ¥, Short, 1. Cock,
Harris-Ford, R, C. Hughes, and €, H
Drew (hon. secretary),

CURATOR'S REPORT.

Mr. W. W. Smith (Curator), reported,
rezpecting the work of the Park stadl for
the two months, that ewing tu the con-
tinued rigorous growth of the grass and
weeds, the ehiefl work had been thut of
mowing and burning, which would con-
tinue for at least another month, Owing
also to the dry weather there was
greater aceumulation of rubbish which
liad to be vemoved for safety against
fire, Some of the younger tree-ferns
were feeling the drought and these re-
guired daily attention in watering. Four
of the arrow guides, prepaved by Mr,
Newman, which were placed ag gnides to
visitors, had been removed and conld
not be found. During the loliday sca.
son he had cantioned many persous for
eyeling in the Park and for bringing
in dogs. Ome of the men working for
the Board asked for an increase of
wages, to 10s per day, Tour copies of
the Board's by-laws had been sceurely
fixed at ihe places dirceted. The Sporks
Ground veguired mowing, snd shouhl be
attended to os scon aspossible; it was
now in bad condifion.

SCHEME OF IMPROVEMENT.

Mr. R. €. Hughes suggested that the
Board sheuld set its mind to some defin-
ite scheme of improvement cach year, in
addition to ke ordinary work of mauin-

tenance.
EI H HISTORY

TDN, FEBRUARY 2, 1916
EELS AND DUCKLINGS

Seme  visiters  te  the Reereation
Gronnds this weelk gained o vivid idea
of the depredations mnde by the eels on
the bird life in the lakes, Standing
on the hridge they saw two young duck-
lings fall vietims to & large cel in quick
suecession.  The matter of clearing the
lake of these pests was discussed at
in=L nighl's meeting of the Board, lLmt
wemhers expressed the opinion that as
fusl as {lie lake wae cleared of ools, it
wonld be freshly stocked as the vel was
able to make its way overland.  Indeed,
members cited instances in. which they
hail seen young eels by tens and thon-
sands making their way up perpendiculan
waterfalls and reservoir walis.

TDN, FEBRUARY 2, 1916
HUGHES TO WRITE HISTORY

The agsociations of Pukekura Tark
from an historical and scenic point of
view are muny, My, Ry €L Hughes Los
i hand the preparation of a history of
the Park, and as he is familisr with his
.r.u!ai-;u[. it should prove interesting
reading,

TDN, FEBRUARY 2, 1916
WATERFOWL STOLEN

The Cueator of 1he Pukelonva TPark
(Me. W W Smith), reported ia the
Board that heiween Christmas and New
Year several of the waterfowl were
stolen fvom the lower lake, including 1hie
two most ornamental drakes.  Aembers
eonsidered that it was scandalous tlhat
LLis shoald happen, hut peinted out that
rothing could be done  further than
making an example of anyone caught.
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TH, MARCH 8, 1916
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

At the monthly meeting of the abo.e
committee Jrst  evening  there  were
present Messra 8, Perev-Smith (ehalr
man), R. €. Hughes, H. Ford, and C. H.
Drew (hon, see.),

The following letter (translated, the
original being in Maori) was received
from Mr. V. Swanson, jr, Muaori inter-
preter, Auclkland:—“Tlepse accept from
an admirer and appreciator of your
beantiful Pukekura Park the enclosed
cheque for 20s, as a subscription
towards its upkeep, I consider thut it
is an ideal park, and the very best I
have so far seen in New Zealand. May
Gad preserve all you guavdians of the
Pukekurae Park and gvant yeu long life
to continue your good werk, for great
iz my wonder and pleasure in seeing its
beauty. T regret that my poverty pre-
vents my meking my contribution lopger.
Please ask your secretary to remind me
each 1st of January, that T may send my
yearly contribution,”

‘The curator, My, W, W, Smith, report.
od as follows:—A4 in the wmenth of
January, the mowing of rough grass,
grubbing of gorse seedlings, and burning
of dry rubbish aceumulating under the
areas of pine trees has been the chief
vork of the staf for the past month.
Two days were devoted to mowing and
dragzing out by the roots certain ob-
jeetionable plants that lind made {heir
appearance in the upper lake this season,
Owing to the continued dronght the
water in the upper lnke s now lower
than it has been for sight vearvs, There
iz however, no offensive smell in the
much lowered waters of the lake. The
small streams Howing into the park from
the Carrington Ropd and the one from
the racecourse valley, are the ouly
sources of water supply we reeeive to
keep the lukes up at present, The dry
season i also responsible for the rapid
decay of some of the older seats in the
park. Some of them on the Lrow of
the cannon il awd others ground the
upper lake will require new planking im-
mediately, Two small planks will also
be required soon to repluce others in the
floor of the Toet’s Bridge. The drought
has eaused a lot of extra work to the
stafl in watering tree-ferns, ete., planted
fast winter. The general and older vege-
tation of the Park is not showing any
sionp of the continned dry wenther, Ow-
ing to the high price of fowl feed at
the present fime T would suggest to the
Beard that it dispose of two dozen of
the tame ducks now inhabiting the lower
lake. e have 28 native wild ducks on
hamd, and, ag the sporting season is
drawing near, numbers of others will
come to the lakes. They soon hecome
tame, and are very much wore interest-
ing to visitors,

Mr, Newton King offered to present to
the committee an ontrigger canpe thut
he had secured from Rurotonga, and the
committee aceepted the gift with thanks,

Mr, Harris Ford was appointed visitor
for the month, and two small accounts
were pussed for payment,



TH, MARCH 8, 1916
CONTROLLING DUCK NUMBERS

Owing to the high price of fowl feed
at the present time My, W. W. Smith
(curator of Pukekura Park) sugpgested
to the board on Tuesday night that 1t
should dispose of two dozen of the
tame ducks now Inhabiting the lower
Inke., He added there were 28 native
wild ducks on hand, and as the shooi-
ine season was drawing near, numbers
of others would come to the lakes, soma
of which ho could snave and pinien.
They would soon become tame, and
would be much morve interesting to
visitors.—The board decided fo give
olfert 1o tha recommendation.

TH, MARCH 8, 1916
LONG TERM SERVICE

Something of a record in long mem-
bership of loeal hodies is held hy Messrs.
R. €. Uunghes and Harris Ford, of New
Plymouth. It is forty sears this month
sinee these gentlemen were appointed
members of the Palickura Park Board
of Trustees,

TDN, MARCH 18, 1916
KIWI DONATED

Mr. Chias, Jerdan caught a fine apeci.
men of the male kiwi on the Kaitake
ranges on Tuesday, and has presented it
ta the Pukekura Park.

TDN, APRIL 5, 1916
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The Pokelura Park Board met last
night., Present: Messrs S, Perey-Smith
{chairman), W. L. Newman, R. C
Hughes, D. Cock, and H. Ford,

THE SPORTS GROUND,

The chairman brought up the question
ot the fulure of the Sports Ground,
whieh, he said, was daily getting in o
worse eondition, and the Doard would
have to decide whether to take it over
or leave it under its present control.

Mr. 1. Clarke, hon, seeretary of the
Recreation Sports Ground, wrote: “T am
afraid things are not too good with the
Bports Ground, as at the present all
attempls to raize money for other than
patriotic purposes seem doomed to fail-
ure.”

Mr. Hughes thought there was no
alternative but for the Board to take
over the grounds. He expressed praise
for the energy shown by Messra J,
Clarke and J. McLeod, who had done
evervthing possible to raise funds, but
had met with np support. Mr. Hughos
roved that the Board's solicitors shonld
be instructed to take steps to enalle
the Board to re-entef into pessegsion of
the Sporte Ground and ferminate the
lease given to the Sports Ground Com-
mittee, action to be postponed tuntil
after the Mav mecting of the Boavl.

The resolution was carried,

PAST MONTH'S WORK.

The enrator (Mr, W, W. Smith) re-
ported: —“Owing to the drv pature of
the weather for the past month the Park
staff continved {he work of mowing
grass and burning the masses of rubbisgh
aceumulated under the pine trees after
the recent equinoetial winds, The long
spell of dry weather is also responsible
for the low condition of the upper lake,
1t i3 mow two fert below tha norme
level of the water. The stream from
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the Ol Carrington Road, and the one
irom the spring in the valley above the
tea rnoms are the only supplies enter-
ing the lake, and these are greatly
diminished in volume, During the month
all the senls reguiring repairs have been
finished, as also were the faulty planks
in the two bridges, The semall half-dewd
trees on the slope leading up to Johns
Street have heen removed, as per order
of the Board when the wemhars st
visited the Park. Fenees have Leen ye.
paired  wherever they vequired sueh,
Since last meeting 1 have veeceived the
auntrigger eanoe presented by Mr, New-
fon King. Tt requires a coat of paint
before being put into commission, The
old Jarge bont now in the shed requives
repairing and printing if it be worth the
expense. T wonld be advisable fov an
expert to inspect it and the Board to
aee it before vecommending anything e
ing done to it, During the last month
seme friend of the Park sent forward
some native plant seeds from Mokau.
Although the weather continues very vy
the vegetation, with the exception of g
fow {ree ferns, in the Pavk is withstand-
ing it very well”

GENERATA

The ehairman reported that the Okato
Domain Board had approached him and
asked that the serviees of My, IV, W,
Smith should be lent to the Boarvd so
that he eonld advise them in laving ant
publie grounds at Okato. The ehairmay
said  bhe considered every assistance
should be given Domain Boards in im-
proving their towns, and he had ar
ranged for My, Smith to go to Okato—
The chairman's aection was eonfirmed,

Mr. R. €, Hughes was appointed the
visitor for the month. ;

Zaalanel, I set o high a volne on the
atractions vou have here—this Deautiful
park, the mountain, the mountam re-
sorve, and the scenery generally—that
I cannat understand why these attrae-
tions are not hetter known. It was
almest by ehanee that [ came to DNow
Plymoutl.  Iu fact. had it not been for
Mr. I, Humphreys, of Wellington. |
shoild have missed o visiv to o grnee
from where T have learnt more about
the native trees of New Zealand than
is te he learned elsowhere in the same
time."!

TH, APRIL 27, 1916
LETTER FROM CURATOR’S SON

Sermeant Smitl, writing to his father,
Mr. W. W, Smith, curator of Pukekura
Park, savs;—"The Budget arrived lust
gight. The lirst act one o the fellows
did was to take out the wire Lhat hinds
the paper and hand round o sheet Lr3
aach as lar as they went. One feliow
gob @ sheet of advertiseiacnts. He
thowsht the paem adverlising nm:lltF—r--
aspecially  heef steaks—Iin Z\m:' ] I\-
montll was very good, huH.hr:u:__hL tll‘i
steak would he better. There s rea
good foeling in the enp hetweon cnfh-r
cors and men, and all lrave 0 wnr}c vory
hard. The mosquitoes and flies are vers
vicions ab times, but i soldier ]mskb{a
become innured to all these (11‘EI.1.\'-11;"}(,' 5.
We aro all very fit .'r:nlﬂ cager [or ac-
tion. 1 am posling an I‘a}_‘ljs'll‘-liiill }3&{)1:;
with an account of the last engagemen

M 17
in which our regiment took past.

TDN, APRIL 19, 1916
Water Supply from Racecourse

It was decidad to accede to the re-
quest of the Pulelura Park Beard and
aunthovise o Fnm pipe to be {oken off
the Club's water main to enable the
Board to obtain & snpply of water for
the top lake,

TH, APRIL 27, 1916
PUKEKURA PARK.
¢4 PEARL OF GREAT PRIOE.”

One of the objects Whitfi:dr hf?li to

rticularly urge im my stady o i
E?n!ﬂm forastry, continued  Mr ¥Hut-
chins., was the mnstional arheretums,
In the whele of New Zealand there is
a mine of undeveloped wealth 1n trees,
but withoul arboretums mo one can kee
oxactly what trecs willl grow and ex-
actly what they are worth. South
Africa has 1473 nurseries und teee plant-
ing centres, and when T came 1o New
Zoaland my first engniry was for an
an arberetum where I could sec anl
study the native tinber trees of New
Zealand planted side by side, and com-
pare their merits under the sue wondi-
tions of elimate aud soil. 1 havo been
six months in New Zezland and nnwil 1
camo to Taranaki scarched in vain
for such an arboretum of native trees,
In the New Plymouth Pukekura Park 1
have [ound & eollection of native trees
which shonld be the delight of every
New Zealand tree lover. It wuas an
additianal pleasure to find it seb in
{he beantiful surroundings. 1 eannot
help thinkine that New Plymenth, in
Fact New dealand, has a pear] of
great price in tiis beantiful park,
and its clover eurator, Mz W. W,

Siith. has jew if any oguals in New
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TH, MAY 3, 1916
OFFER TO PAY FOR A PARK STAFF

At Tast night's meeting of the Puke.
kura Park Board, the chairman stated
that a gentleman, who desired that his
name should not be made publie, had
interviewed him, stating that he was pro.
pared to pay a man to work in the park
throughont the winter, under the cura-
tor.  The chairman was authorised to
convey to the donor the Board's ap.
preciation of his offer,

TH, MAY 3, 1916
PARK BOARD TO TAKE CONTROL OF
SPORTS GROUND

The Pukekura Park Board, last night,
decided to instruet its solicitors to take
steps to resume possession of the sports
ground, which has been controfled for the
pnst seven years by a Sports Groynd
Committec.  'The Board propose to at
onee place sheep on the ground with a
view to keeping down the grass,

TH, MARCH 22, 1916
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD A.G.M.

The Pukckura Park Boerd met Inst
night.  Prosent: Messrs. 8. Percy
S8mith (in the chair), W. I. Newman,
B. C, Hughas, W. A. Collis, R. Cock,
H. Ford and C. H. Drow (hon. secre-
tary). ;

An apology was received from the
Mayor (Mr. C. H. Durgess).

The curator, Mr. W. W, Smith, sub-
mitted his report on tho worl com-
pletéd in Pukekura Park during the
enr onding March 31, 1916, as fol-
{cws: “0On tho occasion of the firsh
meeting of tho board members at the



park, aftor tho annual woeeting hold a
year ago, it was deecided to purchaso
sufficient pipes and timber with which
to drain tho walks around the upper
and lower lakes, and other parts of the
nark requiriog draining. The work
was undertaken and completed in o
meeith, which proved & confort to visi-
tors, and now prevents much less
scourtng of the walks.

“The decaying troes ordercd to ba
removed Trom several parts of the park
wara duly felled, cat into firewood, and
sold. Tho walk leading up the hill from
near the trinngular bed at the spocts
ground, and ureund the top of tho
sporta ground valley, was continued
and completed,  The floors of the four
bridges were well repaired with new
planking, and all are now in good
order.

“The reclaiming and remodelling of
the swampy valley sitnated uoesr ihe
tearoams was alse completod and plant-
ed chiefly with native trees, shrubs and
ferns.  They have all grown vigorous-
Iy whilst the work has greatly im-
proved the entrance to the bank {rom
the sparts ground,  On complotion of
the wark nt the swamp we resumed
the work of reforming and shingling
parts of the walks so long as the
shingle lasted., We propese Lo return
to the work when the fortheoming ten
laads of shingle comes to hand from the
snol quarrey.. All the seats and fences

ave recently been repaired, which work
will gpiot ngain be required lor some
sonsiflorable time, Tho planting and
transplanting undertaken and complet-
ed during last season have proved a
sncesss.  Several Iadies and gentlemen
living in different districts in the Tara-
naki provinee have offered to send pick-
ages ol native planis,  We propose to
adwph A vigorous system of planting
all Lhe avatlable spaces, and thore arve
many, with native trees, shrubs and
ferns. during tho coming planting sea-
son, Some of tha elder trees nod sirag-
gling undergrowth will require te be
removed o enable us to continun the
annual planting with success. The puast
sonson was one of exveptionally vigor-
ous growth of tho pencral vegetation
of the park. Owing te the oxtremely
dry season, the lowering of the water
in the upper lake impaired its appear-
anee much, The water has risen con-
sulerably lately, and is now almest nar-
mal, In addition to the work of the
park staff noted above, the ehief wark
during the spring and summer months
was that of mowing and hurning rub-
bish. grubbing govse, c¢leaning, and the
goneral  maintenanco of -~tho  hoard's
property.  Althongh the hoodlum ele-
ment hay asserted itself on several on-
cugions during the year there was not
so much of it as was practised during
the two previous years. At the prasent
time all the hoard’s property is in
good condition,”

ANNUAL MEETING,

The statement of accounts for the
vear' shawed a debiv balance of £20
2y Gl The principal receipts weora
L1387 108 borongh subsidy, subscrip-
tions L ds, rents £50 25 6d, and
cash in hand at tho end of the previous
yoar £36 a5 7d. The main item in thoe
expenditure was L310 s 7d for wages.

The  secretary  awoentioned  that
amwunts which had been paid in since
the ead of the financiad year zave the
bourd a slight credit balnoee,

The guestion of raising meore funds
was then disenssed at some longth, and
My, Mughes proposed that the chairs
man convene a meeting of ladies to con-
sidor the best steps to be trken to
pay off the bank overdraft. and of pro-
viging means for maintaining and im-
proving the grounds.

Fha motion was carried.

Bi EISEORY

ELECTION OF CHAJIRMAN,

Mr. Cock, in proposing that Mr,
Snmith continue as chaienian for the
tollowing wear, paid a tribute 1o the
spleridid work ne had done for the
purk.

The motion was seconded hy Mr.
Ford and carried by acclamation.

Mr. Smith, in returning thanks for
his clection a sceond time, said he had
never known n board whose affairs
were carried on so harmeniously, His
only regret was that they were com-
meneing the year with a defieit instend
al a credit balance.

Mr, Drew exprossed his satisiuetion
that My, Smith had seen his way cloar
1o nc:r.-cFL the position for anothor vear,
especially as the big water schemo in
connection with the proposednew lake,
near the racecourse path, would be
lannched.

Other members said they mnch ap-
preciated the soeriico Mr. Smith was
making.

RESIGNATION OF

Mr. Drew intimated that in view of
his approachipg visit to Hogland he ve-
gretted that he had to tender his resig-
nation as seerotary.

The Chairman said he was vory
sorry, and he was sure the other mem-
bers were too, that there was no other
course but to accept the resignation,

The resignation as secretary was ace-
cepted, and Mr. Drew was granted six
months' leave of absence as a wember
of the bourd.

Me. Nowman proposed a hearty vote
of thonks to My, Drew for the services
ho had rendered to the beard, and said
ho had displased great ability and tact-
fulness in doaling with their frievds,
tho subserihers, throughout the dis-
trict. i

Mr, Hughes seconded, and the mo-
tion was carried, Mr. Drew briefly re-
purning thanks, and oxprossing the
hopo that on his return, when tho war
was over, ho would be ablo to do :me-
thing more for the park. .

Mr. . H. Tribo, who has provieusly
ocenpied the offico, was olected soc-
retary. :

SECRETARY,

A GENEROUS OFFER.

The Chairman annousncod that, 5 citi-
zou of the town proposed to give the
haard tho bonefit of 2 man's services
from tho presont timo throughout the
wintor. }}1; did not wish his name-$o.
be mentioned piblicly, and the. chair-
nmn, after:commonking onfthe very lib.
cral offor, mownd that the thanks -ob
tho «sboard be tendored to him.

Thosmobien was carried.

The-secrobary neported that donations,
had beem, received from Alrs. R. C.
Hughes 10s, and Mr. 0. Nowman
(Wellington) £1 1s. A special vote of
thanks was accorded Mrs. B. A. Walker
for o danation of £5.

THESPORTS-GROUND.

No advien having been received from
the Sports Ground Committee in refor-
enen, to the resolution passed at lash
meoting, it was formally decided to
terminate the leaso and re-enter.

The Chairman said arrangements
wonld be made to have tho sporis
ground aran kept in proper order, and
noentioned that a mob of sheep would
probably be placed on the grovnd to
kecp the grass down.
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TH, JUNE 1, 1916
PARK SATURDAY RETURNS

SATURDAY'S COLLECTION.
WHAT MONEY IS WANTED FOR.

Arrangements have now been com-
pleted for the collection on Saturday
on behalf of the funds of the Pukekura
‘ark Boawrd. The board, as is well
known, has always depended largely
upon voluntary subscriptions for the
Improvement and upkeep of the Park,
its fixed revenue being small and quite
msufficient to mecet the expenditure,
During the coming year, in addition te
the ardinary upkeep, the bomwd desires
to undertake {hres special worlks—the
neprovement of the eporis ground, of
wineh it has had o resume possession,
ihe completion of the pond in the gully
noar the racccourse, sud the instalment
of the electric light in the Park. Tle
hoaré's regular ineome will not cover
the cost of ardinary upkeep, so that if
these improvements are to ba under-
laken it musl look to the public for as-
sistapee. The Park Saturday collection
two years ago vielded o handsome sum,
Last veur it wus given up in faveuwr of
patrotic  fund  collections, but  the
bonrd’s necessities this year are so
creat that an appeal must be made or
Lhe expenditure cut down very greatly.
‘Phe publie, we are sure. do not wish o
ace this happen, but will respond read-
ily and gemerously ta the appeal on
Saturday.

Iollowing is a list of the collectors
and their districts:—
 Devon Street. Fast.—Miss Stephenson-
' Smith and Miss Curtis.

Devon Street West.—Miss' Fabian,
Avenue Noad, Jobn Stieet, Cameron

Street, and Gilbert Street.—Miss
TPercy Smith. e Al

Carrington 1load, IMillis Street, aud
Leach Street.—Miss Mona Corkill
and Miss Bullard.

Pendarves Siveet and Linrdet Street.—
Miss G. Fookes.

Courtenay Street and Watson Street.—
Miss M. Fookes.

Leman Street nwd Hebson Strest.—
Miss M. Thomson.

Gover Sitret and Eliet Street.—Miss
Doreen Healy.

Gill Street and Molesworth Street,—
Miss W. Sole.

Buller Street and Weoolecombe Terrace—
Mrs. Mackie. ]

Powderham Street and Vivian Street.—
Bliss Grant,

Bulteel Street, Fulford Street, and
Dawson Street.—Miss M ‘Clelland.

Hine Strect and Weymouth Strect.—
Miss Rollo. -

Young Strect and Gane Street.—Miss
Wilson.

Morley Street, ME. Edgecombe Street,
and Cutfield Toad.-—Miss M.
Humphries and Hiss Bater.

Brougham Street and Curric Street.—
Miss C. Mackay.

South Road and Lelt Nead.—DMiss
Mount and Miss Barnes. .

Roho Street, Queen Strest, JRing
Street, and Egmont Street.-—Misa
Menzics. :

Frankleigh Pavk,—Miss Arden and

MMiss Winfield. Y
Vageltown.—Mrs. G W, ‘Browne and
Misses Bvans (2). )
Westown.—Misses Norman  (2)
Miss M. Collins.
Moturoa.—Seout hoys. _
Fitzroy.—Miss 1. Foote and Miss Col-

and

SOIL. ; 5
Old Hospital Road and Chilman's Es-
{onte,—Miss Palmer.
Morning and Afterngou  in  Devon
Stroot.—Misses Devenish, K, Lea-
tham, Collis, Warren, oy, Great-

bateh, Fouby. Bullard, Corkill,
Pageh, D, Bradbury, Grant,
Tockei, Healy, Tortune, Gibson

1), Simpson and Mrs. M. Avery.



TDN, JUNE 6, 1916
CITIZEN BAND

EUNDAY'S RICITAL.

The publis of New Plymouth have
awaited with interest the initial Sunday
recital of the New Plymouth Citizens
Band, under the baten of Mr. McLeod
(LTS8.), and yesterday afterncon the
attendance at Pukekura Park numbered
several hundreds, and that all were
pleased and sutisfled was proved by the
keen attention displaved and the hearty
applauge given. Despite the faet that
we are in mid-winter the grounds looked
splendid, and it i3 safe to assume that
the band eould give frequent vecitals in
these surroundings without the public
‘being surfeited, Yesterday's programme
was & difficalt and varied one, but every
item was rendered in a manner which
proclaimed the new bandmester to be
o master of his work, It was easy to
gsee, too, that the Landsmen appreciated
ithe fact that they were under the baton
of a capable and svmpathetic musician,
and every action of the bandmaster
produced the desired response. TRight
items were pgiven as follows:—Quick-
step, “Thie Monarch” (Rimmer); grand
selection, "For King and Country™ (W.
Rimmer}; hywmns, “Ablde with Me"
{Dykes) and “Lead, Kindly Licht" (Pur-
day); meditation, “The Draid's Praver”
(Dawson); cornct solo, *"Alrs, those
Chines” (Wallace), snlo by N. lovoll:
hymn, nir varie, “Simeon” (Rimmer),
introdyeing chimes effect by two cor
nets;  memorial mureh, “Our Tallen
Heroes”  (Round)], including “Let  Me
like a Saoldier fall” and “The Vaeani
Chair,”  The playing of the National
Antliem eoncluded the proecedings.

During an interval, the president of
the Band (Mr. R, Coel) zeturned thanks
for the prople’s attendance,

A collecion taken up in il of the
Band funds amounted tn €22 45 Gd.

TH, JUNE 6, 1916
PARK SATURDAY RECEIPTS

“PARIK SATURDAY” COL-
LEGTION.

TOTAL RECEIPTS, £166 18s 0d.

The total amount rvealized by the
collegtions Jast Saturday for Pukckura
Park was £165 185 9d. This must be
considered a very fine resuli, and shows
that the numerous patriotic appeals of
late are educating the people in the art
of miving. It is gratifying also to see
that the Park really is appreciated by
residents of the district, and that the
matter of its upkeep is heing piven
proper consideration,  The board ex-
pressed ttself as very pleased indeed
with the sueressful day, and is deeply
indebted to all the ladies who made the
house-to-house eanvass and stroet col-
Jeetion. In addition to tho £166 18s O
there may ho one of two small amotunts
vol tn coine in.

{
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TH, JUNE 7, 1916
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

“The Pukekura Park Beard held iis
wonthly meeting on Tuesday evening.
Present: Maessrs. B, Porey  Smith
(chairman), O, H. Burgess, R, Cock,
W. L. Newman, W. A. Collis, R. C.

Hughes, Harris Tord, and H. Tribe
(scorctary).

The Chairman referred to the very
satistactory result of the collection
made on Patk Satwrday, £166 15z d
resuloing, and proceeded to move votes
of thanks to Mrs, Dockrill for organis-
ing the day and all the ladies who so
ably assisted in making the collection.

A letter was réheeived from Mr. A.
Gray, Divector of the Technical Col-
lege, sugresting that, as the board has
resumed control of the Sports Ground,
that the College take over the grounds
for playing grounds, undertaking in
retirn tor the privilege to keep them
in order. Members expressed approvil
of the proposal and a commitice con-
sisting of Messrs. Smith.and Hughes
was appointed to arrange the matter
with Mr. Gray.

My Cock, on behalf of the Citizens'
Band, expressed their willingness to
assist the board by playing in Prkekura
Park., Mr. Cock considered that full
use was not mado of the IPark at pres-
ent and thought if advantage was
taken of the hand's offer their hnances
might be considerably nssisted. Noth-
ing could be done, however, until sum-
ner,

A maotion, propesed by Mr. Hughes,
was carried expressing the pleasure of
members at again seeing Mr. Tribe ou-
cupying the position of secrotary. Mr.
Tribe suitably responded. .

Mr, Ford was - appointed visitor for
the ensuing month.

CURATOR'S REPORT.

The curator (Mr. W. W. Smith) re-
ported :—

The chief work of the staff since last
meeiing has comprised the reforming
of walks, mowing and burning of jrass,
and the secumulation of debris after
the recent strong winds.  We have
thought it necessary to remove o num-
ber of small trees, and the branches of
others averhanging the walks to pre-
vent the frequent drip from eroding
them. It will also be neesssary for us
to continue this work areund the two
lakes. We propose to remove the half-
dead limbs of small trees and shrabs
prowing on the edge of the upper lake
within the box fence, and those over-
hanging the water. The eeveral black
gums  are encreaching both on  the
walks and the water—so much so that
it will he necessary to remove thom
durtng this month, We will com-
menco this week with the planting of
the young trees, shrubs, and ferns, and
likewise the transplanting of the larger
plants at the Gilbert Street emtrance,
where they are beginning to erowd
each other sut in places. We proposo
to treat the largo bed of flax similatly
where the plants are crowding up by
vigorous growth. Several of "the older
pine troes now balf-decayed will require
to be romoved this winter to enable us
to plant their sites with tree ferns and
native trees. Now that the board has
resumed control of the Sports Ground
we must cut all the fences as soon as
possible, and claar away itho rubbish.
otc., near the iron shed.  Some parts of
tha terraces are in o dilapidated con-
dition, and will have to he repaired and
strengthened, Mar I soggest that the
board membors visit and inspect the
Sports Ground befare we commence any
work on it. There is other work to ba
undertaken which I wonld .submit.to
the board before commencing it.
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TH, JUNE 7, 1916
WRAGGE OFFERS ADVICE

“1 pemsider that Pukekura Park s
far and iway superiov to anything of
its kind in the Dominion.'” said Mr.
Clement Wragee ot his lecture on Tues-
day nizht.  gut it ean be mmprovod,
Not that [ mean any reflection on Mr.
Smith. the capator, for 1 have the very
highest respeet for him, and 1 ¢in say
no fmere, ot additional interest could
be given hy the growing of Abyssinian
bananas, and many kinds of trapical
palms, such as Cocus Inlluxuosa, that
could easily be acclimatised.”

TDN, JUNE 28, 1916
W. W. SMITH IN HOSPITAL

' Mr. W, W, Smith, enrator of Puke
furn Park, lies seriously ill in the hos
pital,

TH, JULY 5, 1916
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly mesting of the Puke-
kura Park Board was held in the
Borough Council Chambers on Taesday
evoning,  DPresent: Messrs. 5. Perey-
Smith (chairman), C. H. Burgess, W,
1. Newman, H. Ford, R, C. Hughes, W.
¥, Short and 16, 11, Tribe (hon. sec.).

Tha secretary inlormed the board that
a surrender of the lease of the Sports
Ground bad been signed by the repre-
senfatives of the Sports Committes.

It was resolved that the Tochnieal
College be granted the use of the Sports
(iround for a period of three years. on
conditions imposed by the board. among
then being that the lawn and terraces
be kept in good candition, and that the
gronnd he available for the use of the
public or.any functions. Such as publie
gatherings. big football matches and
similar gatherings,

The Chairman regrotted having to
report that the curater of the park was
ab present in the hospital. A reselution
of sympathy was passed by the boavd,
to be sent to the eurator, Mr. W, W,
Smith g

The secretary reported that after the
payment of a few =small pothunts there
was a crodit balance in the bank of
£56 125 24. ?

The park was placed in charge of My
F. H. R‘ri.h-:t during the ensuing period

TH, JULY 5, 1916
LETTER PRAISING PUKEKURA PARK

Al lass pipht's mesting of the Puke-
kura Park Doard the folloewing lelter
from Mr, D, F. MHuatehins, Tuspector of
Forosts, was read:—"Hefore gotiing to
worle on o my forestry report, I omust
sem o line to vou Too say o el

enjovidl ma visit Lo New Plyviiouth, but
pardicularly Lo vouy beantiful Pulaekarn
P [ il not think thers w oy

New  Aealuml so good o oeol-
lection of native trees, por o enralor so
well able to show these as yvours, If I
wers a vieh man, instead of a pensiener,
I owonld zive the saple enniiesit Lo
provide a  permanent Jaboier and free
Lhe earalor ait ihier from that elass
af warl, I ltope soon to hear that he
is quite vestored to health.”

where in

TDN, AUGUST 8, 1916
MRS. ANN HULKE BEQUEST

At last night’s meeting of the Puke-
kuva Tarvk Doavd, noliliedtion swis re-
perved froms Messes Wilson & Loy thad
the Jate Mes. Ann Hulke had made s
heguest of L1000 te the PMari



A BRIEF HISTORY - ROBERT CLINTON HUGHES - TARANAKI HERALD, AUGUST 3, 1916

In a covering letter to the chairman
of the Pukekura Park Board, Mr.
R. Clinton Hughes says:—

I send you the story of the origin
and development of Pukekura Park. It
hias been n pleasure to me to comply
with the request of the board to colloct
and put these facts on record, and to
do it now while some of those who
took part in the work are still with us
and able to assist with infoermation.
The narvative fur exceeds in length
what 1 had in my mind when 1 started,
but as 1 proceeded, not only did the
work become more interesting, but 1
felt it was dus to those of onr fellow-
citizens who had by their personal ser-
vices and by their denations lelped to
make the park so well and favourably
known to bring to light what they had
done. In writing of the services of the
preseut members of the hoard 1 have
been restrained by the fear of being ac-
cused of flattery and have spoken with
diffidence as I feel it would be unbecom-
mg of me to appear as assessing tho
wmerits of my colleagues.

When asked to write n short history
of the origin and development of thoe
park, a member of the bourd urged that
montion should be made of the circum-
stances under which New Plymouth was
deprived of park lands, ‘Unis involves
a brief retrospect of the history of the
sottloment.

ORIGINAL PARK RESERVES
When the town and settlement of

New Plymouth was Jaid out in 1841 by
Frederie Alonzo Carrington, Clief Sur-
voyor of tho Plymouth Company of New

Zealand, cxtensive areas were roserved
for & town belt and for parks and ter-
races in accordance with the Wakeficld
systera of settlement,

The frst settlers arrived in the ship
William Bryan in January. 1341 Qther
ghips with imumigrants quickly followed,
so that 1 three years much of the land
aronnd New Plymouth was occupied.

But in I814 troubles arvese with the
Natives. The New Zealand Company,

from whom the Plymouth Company ac-
quired 1ts lands, !w(d hought 60,000
aeres of land north of 'tho Sugar Loaves.
The Native vendors were remnunts of
the Ngatiawa tribe then on the land.
After the advent of the DEuropeans
other membors of the tribe who had
fled sonth to Kapiti and elscwhere re-
turaed, and they, not having received
any of the money or goods given for
the land, disputed the sale. The Wai-
kato tribe also interposed, setting up
a claim to tho land by conquest.  Acis
of violence wore committed apgainst
some of the settlers occupying lands
at ‘Whaiongona and Manpgaoraka on tho
road to Waitara. The trouble becom-
ing serions, Governor Hobson appeint-
ad Mr. Spain, of Sydney, an English
barrister,. to investizate the Natives’
claims. His award confirmed the legali-
tv of the purchases. Governor Hobson
dicd shortly after the award was maae,
The iollowing paragraph appears in The
Times of May 26, 1916: **Lady Rendel,
wife of Sir A. M. Rendel, K.C.LI., died
last week at Charlwood, Surrey. aged
£65. She was the only surviving child
of Captnin Hobson, R.N., founder and
first Governor of the Colony of New
Zealand.””  He was suececded by Gover-
nor Fitzroy, ‘who, alarmed at the dis-
content of the Natives with the award,
cime to New Plymouth. A g meet-
ing was held on Puke Ariki (M, Eliot)
where the Governor heard the com-
plaints of the Natives. He met them
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aguin Iator on, with the resuit t
he publicly repudiated the award and
declared all the lands of the settle-
ment forfeited. He then bought and
paid the Natives a sum for a small
area of about 3300 acres. comprising
the site of the town of New Plymouth
and the Fitzroy block.

Writing to Mr. Wickstead, the Ply-
mouth Company's agent, Governor
Fitzroy dirceted him “‘for the sake of
the tranquility of the colany" to re
move the settlers from Mangaoraka to
the town of New Plymouth and its
vicinity. He added: “To ecnable you
to effect such changes more readily the
whole of the town belt, inclnding spaces
intended for Parks, will be placed at
your disposal.”

These lands were accordingly award-
od to settlers from Mangaoraka and
Waiongona, who had been dispossesserd
of lands in theso localittes—lands which
they had bought from the Plymouth
Company befere they left England,

Thus it happened that New Plymouth
was deprived of its endu ats for
purlis and town belt.

NATIVE TROUBLES

Nothing was done to remedy this un-
{il 1873, chiefly because'that in the in-
terval the progress of tho settlement

was greatly retarded by Native

! tronhles.

In 1854 quarrels occurred between
members of the Puketapu tribe. OUne
scetion, headed by Rawiri, wished to
seil some land near Bell Block to the
Government.  Another party. under
Kutatore, opvosed. One morming while
a party under Rawiri were eutting the
Ltundaries of a piea of land which
they intended to sell, they were met
by an armed party under Katatore, who
fired, killing four and wounding eight.
including Wawivi and Paora, Loth ot
whom died. The Gavernment. though
appenled to, feared to intervene. The
trouble extended, the Waitara Natives,
under Ihaia, heing drawn in. Desultory
fighting continued for two years. some-
times on settlers’ farms.  The total
casualties are ruid 1o have been GU
Lilled and 100 wouuded,

But a far more serious event was the
war between the Maoris and Europeans,
which broke out in 1560 and continued
off and on about nin: years, the last
incident being the Wlite Clilfs mas-
sucre 1o 184G,

TARANAKI BEGINS TO PROGRESS

Vogel's public works polies, intro-
duced in 1870, proved the commence-
ment of & new era for Taranaki. Con-
fismated lands which the Government
had not dared to sell or ococupy mwing
o the oppusition ol the Maoris were
acquired under the system of “‘tako-
ha,” really Ly payment of hush money.
These lands were disposed of chietly
under the deferred payment system o
gettlers,  mostly  lunglish,  Germansg
Danes and Itahans.

By the year 1875 Taranaki was at
last moving ahead, T provineial
form al government then existed and
extensive  logislative  and  administra-
tive functions were vested inoa Super-
intendent and Provineial Council.

The Pukekura Park owes its exist-
ence to the Provineinl Government of
1873, Mr. K. A, Coarrington was then
Superintendent.  The Couneil consisted
of the Provincial Secretary, 'Ihomas
‘welly (a member. of the House of Re-
presentatives and afterwards 4 metn-
her ol the Legislative Council). Arthur
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Standish (Provincial Treasurer), W. M.
Crompton (Speaker) and the tollowing
members::—Peter Elliot, David Caila-
ghan, Captain Francis J. Muce, J. B,
Connett,  James  Rattenbury, Felix
M'Guire, Franeis Shorwood, Mr. Dea-
cock, Major Charles Brown. John An-
drews and Robert Clinton Hughes, Mr.
Hughes was the voungest member ot
the council. He had Leen elected in
opposition to Mr. James 'aul in 1874
at 4 by-clection rendered necessary by
the resignation of Me. W. I1. Burten.
who had been appointed Immigration
Agent for Taranaki, '

The Provincial Conneil met on Janu-
ary 12, 1875, The Herald reporis:—
*The Speaker announced the election
of Messrg. Hughes, Sherwood, and
Thomas Kells.”  This was net Mr.
Kelly’s first appearance in the Council.
His first election was in 1563, He re-
signed in 1869,

On the 16th My, Kelly presented a
lengthy financial stutement, in the
course of which he said: "1 consider
that we have now arrived at the turn-
mg pomt of our cateer. Wo are at
peace with the Natives indieated by
their lorge land sales.  Qur revenus
from land will steadily inercase if
judiciously administered. This makes
the construction of a harbour an alsu-
lute certainty.” :

RECREATION GROUNDS

Mr. Hughes. who had long been im-
pressed with the disadvaniage to the
town through the completo absence of
a park or public gardens or recreation
ground. resolved to take the opportun-
ny of his heing in the Council to try
to obiain for New DPlymouth such a
beon as Auckland poessessed in ita do-
main,  He aecordingly tabled a ques-
tion to the Government on the sub-
Juet.

Me. Relly has kindly supplied the
writer with the following extract from
the minntes of the Council:—

“January 18, 1875, Tho Provincial
Council met,  Mr. W, M. Crompton,
Spenker, in the chair; Mr. . A, Car-
rington, Superintendent; Mr. Thomus
Kellv. Provinciul Secretary.

“Mr. R, C. Hughes asked the Pro-
vincial Sceretary whether the Govern-
ment have at their disposal any  Iands
near New Plymouth which can be util-
tsedd as grounds for public recreation,
and, if so. whether they are prepared
to make any provision for aecquiring
any outlying grounds for such purposc.

“The Provineial Seeretary replied :—
The enly lands at the disposal of the
Government are those situate at the
buek of the cemetery kuown as the Bo-
tanic Gardens. All other lands round
the town have been sold or granted for
various purposes. The Government
might make some arrnngement with the
Edueation Board to procure some of
their reserves and nl[tur the trust by
ordinance. If the Council would vote
the money the Government wounld
have no objection to purchase the lease
of the racecourse nm& hand it over to
the Town Board for purposes of recrea-
tion. But a legal dliﬂicul'l,v exists,”

The Provincial Executive
matter up heartily and about five
months atterwards they selected the
site of the present park, comprising a
large number of town sections and un-
made streets.  The land was hilly and
eut up by gullies and streams and was
covered with fern. furze and tutn.

took the



The Exccutive prepared a Bill to
vest these sections and streets in the
Town Board. It was due to the late
Major Brown that this was possible, as
]:"3' when -Siuperinlendcnt. had obtained
fram the New Zenland Government the
unsold sections in New Plymouth as an
endowment for education in Taranaki.

PARK BILL BEFORE THE
COUNCIL.

On June 24, 1875, the Herald thus
reports the proceedings of the Pro-
vineial Council :(—

“Mr. Kelly moved the second read-
ing of the Botanical Garden and Pub-
lic Recreation Grounds Bill, 1875. The
object of the Bill was to vest in the
Town DBoard ecrtain land (about 30
acres) situated hetween Carrington
Road and the racecourse ss a Botanical
Garden and Public Recreation Grounis.
1t was at present held in trust for edu-
cational purpoeses, but the Government
intended to give an equivalent to the
Bducation Board. Tho land was of an
inferior quality, but wenld be suitably
adapted for the purpese for which it
was intended, 'The Government had
fully considercd the guestion as te
what body shonkl have control ot the
grounds and had arrvived at the deci-
sion that the Town Board was the best
party to have the management of it if
they would undertake it. He had ar-
ranged with the chiairman of the Tewn
Board to meet the deputation from
that body on Saturday, and some un-
derstanding wonld then be arrvived at.
The Government considered it would
be best for an elective rather than a
nominated body to have control of it,
He intended recommending that a sum
of money be devoted to getting the
land in erder. An influential petition
had been presented from residents in
the town praying that a pieco of land
should be sot apart for recreative pur-
poses, the petitioners nundertaking o
keep it in order. As the ground was
some distance ahove the Jevel of the
town it was thoucht a sufficient fall of
water could be ohtained for extingnish-
ing fires, watering the strects, etfe.
Atter some discussion the Bill was read
a seeond time and ordered to be con-
sidered in committee next sitting day.”’

Ihe Herald of June 20 reports:—

“Fhe Council went into committee
on the Butanical Garden and Public
Reereation Groumds Bill, 18375, Mr.
Kelly explained that the Bill had heen
delayed in order to allow the Tawn
Board te give an opinion on the ques-
tion. A letter had been received trom
the secretapry conveyving vertain rasalu-
tions which had been passed by the
board on the previous evening to the
eftect that the board had decided to
accept the old gaol amd also that they
would undertake the management of
the Recreation Grounds if all the town
reserves inland of the Deven Line were
alss handed over to them, The Gov-
ernment could not agree to hand over
all the town reserves, but they would
ba prepared to deal liberally with the
Town Board for the purpese of recrea-
tion. He was surprised that they had
refused to take over this valuable re-
serve, The Government had offered
to hand over the lund free of churge.
builil a enttage on it and also to piace
a sum of money an the cxtimates for
the purpoese of getting it in order. If
the Town Board would not undertake
it the Government must get some nther
body to do so. A memorin! influential-
ly signed had been receised ssking that
n reserve might be set aside for such
a purpose, the memorialists undertak-
ing to attend to iv withont any nddi-
tional expense 1o the provinee, whereas
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the Town Board would not undertake
it on the veirv liheral terms offered hy
the Government, Mr. Brown said he
failed to sca the generosity of the Gov-
ornment in this maiter.  The Town
Board could not sce itg way to take
this roserve over as it eomsidered the
ratepayers would not consent to he
rated for the purpese of keeping it mn
order.  The Government had simply
promised to place £200 on the exti-
mates for clearipg and fencing the
land, but no mention was made of an
annual vote. A long discussion ensued,
when it was decided that ns the Town
Board conld not see its way to take
the reserve the consideration of tho
B3ill be postponed to enablo the Govern-
ment to alter it in order to cenvey the
reserve to o Board of Trustees.”

During the long discussion referred
to, Mr. Kelly said ho wounid abandon the
Bill, so0 disappointed was he at the ae-
tion of the '[l'nwu Board,  Mr. Hughes
urged him not to do so, and undertook
to find a nuaber of eitizens who would
act as trustees for the park.  Mr. Kelly
then said that if M. Hughes would
next morning submil the names of suit-
able persons as trustees he would re-
cast the Bill,

As the Council was about to be pro-
rogued, immediate action wus nécessary.
Next morning, on his way down to the
Couneil Chamber, Mr. Iughes ealled on
several townepeopie and asked them to
act ns trustees. 'J.I.'hc\' readily consented.
They were Messts. Isane Broad, John
Gilmour, Harris Ford, James Thomas
Davis, Thomns WKing nnd Augustus
Wevergang., All these, with Mr, Hughes
himseli, were accepted, save one. For
Mr. Wevergang, Mr. Robert J. Collins
was 5\1bsti1utfett Of these trustees only
two now remain, Mr. Ford and Mr.
Huyhes.

PARK BILL PASSED

A new Bill was introduced vesting
the londs in these trustees. It was
put through all its stages and passed
on the same day, June 30. 1875,  'lhe
Herald of July 3 thus reterred to the
subject:—"We are glad to learn that
the Government did not abandon the
Bill for giving to the public recreation
grounds near the town, although the
Town Board refused the valuable gift of
the Government. The Jand is now to
be vested in trustees for the purposes
stated, and we have no doubt that in
a few months some show will ba made
in providing for the wants of the publie
in this respect.”

The Council was prorogned on Juno

This ordinance was its last legislative
ennctment, for, before the Council could
re-assemble, the Colonial Tarliament
abolished the provineial form of govern-
ment. One may be pardoned for adding
that the abolition of provinces was not
an unmixed blessing for Tavanaki; one
rosult was that its land revenue became
colonial revenue. The South lsland
provinces had been for many years
revelling in peace amd prosperity and
the full enjoyment of their land revenue
while Taranaki was the battlefield of
New Zealand—a place to be avoided.
That last session will be memorable if
only for one thing—the passing of the
New Plymouth Harbour Board Ordin-
ance, a carefully prepared measure of
70 clouses (chiefly the work of Mr.
Kelly), which provided for the consti-
tution of a Harbour Board. and gave
power to raise a loan of £330,000—one
tourth of the land revenue having hoen
set, aside for an endowment as security
for the loan.

The writer is indebted to Mr. Kelly
for information as to the fate of the
Recreation Grounds Ordinance. “‘The
ordinance,” he says, ‘‘was duly forward-
ad by the Superintendent to the Colon-
ial Secretary for the Governor's assent,
but Ministers could not advise the Gov-
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ernor to assent to it, the Counci] having
assumed legislative power which 1t did
not possess under the Constitution Act
by appropriating Crown revenue to loen]
purposes. This was considered ultra
vires, and the Covernor was advised to
disallow the ordinance,. No remedy
conld be provided for the disallowance.
However, during tho recess of Parlia-
ment, the members for Taranaki, name-
Iy, Major H. A. Atkinson, Mr, F, A.

arrington and Mr. T. Kelly, who all
recoguised the importance of tho mea-
sure, conferred together and requested
the Colonia] Government to introduce a
Bill in the following session similar-in
all respects to the Provineinl Ordinance,
omitting only the part objected to, The
Government consented, and accordingly
a Bill was introduced by the Colonial
Secrotary and passed through all its
stages and sent to the Upper House,
where it passed without opposition and
became law on September I]Q. 1876, as
the New Plymouth Botanie Garden and
Public Recreation Grounds Act, 1B76."”
This Act provides for a board of seven
members nominated by the Governor.
He also fills all vacancies, the board
submitting the name of a suituble per-
son.

Unawure of the invalidity of the
Ordinance, the nembers of the hoard
entered upon the exercise of their fune-
tions. dn Aug\ust 3, 1875, they, ac-
companied by Mr. Standish (Deputy
Superintendent), paid a visit to the
g;'ri.\umls and found them admirably suit-
ahle.

No time was lost after the first meet-
ing of the board in getting to work, for
parly on the following morning Mr,
Davies and Mr. Hughes pegged ont the
first pathway, a low level one, leading
from the Carrington Rond to the Brook-
lands Road, alongside the Pukekura
Strram

The formal opening of the grounds
took place on May 29, 1876.

The public yrere present in lnrge num-
bers. A, King. the ehairmau, made a
chort spoech. and eoncluded by inviting
Miss Jane Carrington to plant the first
trees. [t was a litting compliment to
Miss Carvington, because her father,
Mr. Frederie Alonzo Carvington. was
the member for the district in the House
of Representatives, as woll as the Sup-
erintendent of the provinee. but, mere
than that, it was he who had survered
the town of New Plymonth in 1841, M,
Curvington himself was present and
spoke. 1o suid that 35 years before
tnat day he had planned out the town,
making ample provisions for public
grounds of various descriptions.  As
those grounds lor the most part had
heen taken away by the action of the
Government, he had decided durmg the
next session of DParliament to try to
wot other lands in lieu thereof. A neat
ittla polished sﬁnulv was ‘presented to
Miss Carrington by Mr. J, "I, Duvis, and
she, assisted by Mr. Harris Ford, then
planted an onk as representing Great
fritain. a puriri for New Zealand, a
Norfolk Island pine for the South Paci-
fiec Lslands, and pinus insignis for Amey-
ien. 'Fn\\'n.sonrl's Band  piayed, and
hearty cheers were given.  The public
were then invited to plant trees in com-
memaration of the event. A large num-
ber of persons availed themselves of this
maode of assoriating themselves with the
rounds — Mr.  Mitchinson  huving

rought on to the ground a large van-
ety of young trees tor this purpnse. The
first tree, o pinus insignis, is still to be
,-Iar]'g-vlr; on the northern brow of Cannon
(L



It was in September of that year that
the Coloninl  Parliament  passed  the
Tarannki Botanic Gurden Act, 1876,
which took the place of the Provinciul
Ordinance, and in November followin
a proclamation by the Governor notifi
the appointment of the following per-
sons as trustecsi-—lsaae HBroad, John
Giilmour, Thomaa Coelson, Robert Joseph
Collins, Harris Ford, Robert Clinton
Hughes and Thomas King.

Mr. Thomas Colson was a_trustee for
several vears. He took a deep inter-
est in _tf_m development of the grounds,
and, living close by, lie devoted much
timo to the supervision of the custodian
and other workmen,

ADDITIONAL LANDS ACQUIRED.

The ariginal area of the park was not
so large as it is now, "here were sev-
ernl sections of jand privately owned
within the boundaries which seriously
affected the laying out of the gronnds
and of the fontpaths. The hoard had
to buy these, and they did so from time
to time as opportunity offered and
money could be provided. One pro-
perty acquired was an acre and a quar-
ter nxtending from Davy to  Iillis
Streets. It was bought from Mrs.
Haorvriet Fookes for €125, a very mod-
erute sum, and on easy terms of pay-
ment.  This, with land acquired after-
\ga:d.\:.'anﬂ situatod westward of Mrs.
iyre Wenny's residence, now affords a
chiarming entrance from Gilbert Street
to the park, having been well laid out
and planted.

The last addition to the park was an
area of 31 acres adjoining Brooklands,
and containing some beautiful nutive
bush,  This was received from the Joe-
key Club in exchange for part of seetien
in Wakefield Street required to pgive
access to the racecomse.  The hoard
recognises that the club dealt gener-
ouslv with then.

One of the earliest and preatest
works was the formation of the upper
lake, which was nndertaken in 1878, A
stranger who, to-day, adwmires the lake,
does not stop to ask by what means that
immense mass of water is retained nt a
considerable height above the adjoining
lily-pond. The grest dam which holds
it securely was not completed in a day.
For many years the \\‘orL of strengthen-
mp;l_lt went on—the board realising what
a disaster 1v would be if in some great
flood the dam were swept away and the
waters let loose upon the town.

Plans and specifications propared by
Mr. Kelly were adopted. A deep and
wide excavation was made across the
gully until the solid clay below the
creek bed and on each side was reached,
and gallevies were cut in solid eround.

The core of the embankment was
formed by enclosing with boards a space
about Gft. wide across the gully and
filling the space with clean clay. Wate1
was thrown on it and the clay was pud-
dled as in making bricks. On cach
side of the core clay was deposited
and rammed—the bui[ding of the core
and the adjacent embankments pro-
ceeding simultaneously until the full
height was reached, Provision was
made for a byc-wash and an undersluice.
In the course of the work much con-
troversy arose as to the design of
these. The board therefore in August,
1878, obtained the advice of Mr, G, AL
Barr, o well-known Dunpedin engineer.
Mr. Reginald Bavley, who voluntarily
worked on the job in his spare time,
also furnished a long and well-con-
sidered report. y

SWIMMING CLUB

Bolove the ond of the year the dam
was sufficiently completed to permit the
water to be let in, and slowly a lake
was formed. The appearance of such a
fine sheet of water suggested swimming,
A public meeting was held in January,
1379, to form a swimmine club. Messrs.
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C. W. Govett and Ralph H. Thompson
were appointed to interview the board.
The board cordially agreed to co-oper-
ate, a. club was formed, and public sub-
scriptions enabled the committee to
build the bathing house. Swimming
sports were instituted, and for many
vears were held annually, affording
much pleasure to the public as well as
to the competitors.
SPORTS GROUND

The first offort to form a sports
around was made by the board, who
partly filled in the swamp at & cost of
about £70. After some years a move-
ment to complete the work was initi-
ated at a mecting held on October,
1899, when a committee was appointed
to ascertain what financial support
could be had from the public,

1889 COMMITTERE

he committee reported that promises
of help justified them in advising that
an athletic sports ground be formed
and that for this purpose £100 be raised
by debentures. The report was adopted
and the following gentlemen were
eloeted to carry out the work: W. H.
Skinner, A. Goldwater, I, Waison, R.
B. Roy, J. M. Lightfoot, I8, Humphries,
H. Dempsey, W. Bennett, and W.
Parker. the last being appointed secre-
tury. Messrs. George W, Browne, It
H. Kivell, Havry Ainsworth, Fred Wat-
gon, W, Webster, and W. Perry were
afterwards added.

Tho Park Board granted them a 7
years’ lease of the locality requived for
sports.

The rommittee, having obtained plans
and specifications from Mr. T. K. Skin-
ner, called for tenders. That of George
Bros. for £G5 was accepted, and they
carvied out the work with cerfain ad-
ditions so satisfactorily that a bonus of
£5 was voted to them.

Mr. Parker having left for Napier,
Me. W. H. Skinner was, in August,
1892, appointed secretary and per-
formed the duties of that office iwith
aroat ahility until Tebruavy, 1307,
when, the lease having exlm'cd. the
committee handed over the sports
rround in good ovder to tue Park
joard.

The work done comprised pntting in
wndergronnd drains, excavating the ad-
jacent hillsides, and filling in the swamp
and the forming of terraces and con-
struction of seats on the south side, be-
sides forming paths, The total cost
was L1440

1900 COMMITTEE

In 1900 a meeting of delegates from
various athletic clubs was held with a
view to .enlarging and improving the
sports ground. Messrs. C. T. Mifls,
A. H. Holmes and W. H. Skinner, on
hehalf of the delegates, had soveral con-
forences with the Park Board. A plan
of the proposed works, which were esti-
mated to cost £2000, was prepared by
Mr. T. K. Skinner and submitted to the
board, who approved, and a lease was
ultimately ;él'amtecl to nominees of the
athletic clubs.

An energetic committee to carry out
the work and raise funds was appoint-
ed. They comprised the following gen-
tlemen: A. L. Humphries (chairman),
J. M‘Lead. R. H. George, W. H. Per-
ham. H. H. Ford, H. J. Hobbs, H.
Southam, George Grifiths (treasurer),
Jumes Clarke (secretary), E. Whittle.
H. Stacker and F. T. Bellringer. Of this
committee the chairman, the seerctary
and the treasurer were & host in them-
selves, and their valuable services dur-
ing many years call for special recogni-
tion. The committee entered upon their
work with great enthusiasm, and, being
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ably assisted from time to time by varni-
ous committees of ladies, they in a few
vears raised and spent about £2206 and
produced a beautiful and commodious
sports ground,

In the carly years of their lease the
income from the ground ecnabled the
committeo to offect many 1m prnrement_s,
but from various causes, the income in
lato years has fallen off to almost van-
ishing point, and the ground has got
into a bad condition. With much re-
Iuctance, and while gratefully recognis-
ing the great work accomplished by
the committee, the board has rocontly
been compelled to re-onter and resuwme

control.
ENTRANCE GATES

The iron gates and the railings set
in concrote at the Lisrdet Street en-
trance arn the result of the efforts of
the late Mr. Robert Hughes, who initi-
nted und supervised the work and
yatiently collectod, mostly in oue shil-
Iing subscriptions, the amount re-
quired. !

A labyrinth, modelled on the cele-
brated labyrinth at Hampton Court,
was many years ago one of tho attrac-
tions of the park. The late Mr. Archi-
ball Hood was the promoter of this
work, and did not spare himself either
in tinie or money to achieve his object.
The winding walks were bordered by
hedges of African box thern. The cost
of trimmming and wmsintenance, how-
over, rovoﬁ after a fow years to be
beyond the means of tho board. The
labyrinth became overgrown and was
finally removed. . )

One of the earliest decorations was
a pretty fountain situnted nbove the
lily pond. It throw jets'of water, which
fell back into a hasin and thence into
a round pond bencath, in which gold
fish sported. This_fountain was tho
pift of My. Thomas Furlong. The work
was osecuted by Mr. [0 DL Smith.

The first white swans which {,‘;‘ral:cd
the lake were the gift o B.'M.

£ -

Mo brought them all the way

from Dngland after a visit to that
country,

A short account of the custodians
and secretaries may prove interesting.

The first custedian of the grounds
was Mr. Charles Carnell, formerly of
the 65th Regiment, who lived closs by.
He had o happy and placid Sancho
Poanza appearance, but his age and
stoutness were rather against hum, Af-
ter a year or two he gave place to one
Breidecker, a German lately out from
the Rhine district.  Breidecker was
keen on planting a vineyard. Accord-
mgly abeut an acre of ground near the
raceconrse was set aside. Part of this
was carcfully Er‘l‘pamd. being  deeply
trenched, and chotce vine cuttings, soma
from Australia, were planted. Owing,
however, to some defect in the climate
or soil, the vinery was not n suceess.
Breidecker remained two or three years
and then went to the Hokianga district.
where lie snccessfully cultivated grapes
and made wine,

He was succeeded by Mr. Darby Claf-
fey, a young man fresh from County
Cork. Darby, as he was generally
called, knew little of botany or horti-
eulture, but he was hardy and strong
and not afraid of werk. Ile was skilled
in making sod banks, and most of his
work of this kind stanes well to this
day. Ho was a good sample of an Irish

casant. s ni*tve wit and droll say-

ings amused visitors, and alsa bright-
ened many an bhour which the writer
has spent working alongside of him,
To him fell most of the heavy and
rough work involved in turning a-wil-
derness nto a garden,



He served the board for many years,
but when the development of the
arounds scemed to demand a bhetter
knowledge of trees and of horticuiture
and landseape gurdening, Darby (to the
rogret of the writer) was supersodd,

His suceessor was Mr, (Iimrr:u. o=
combe, a gardener, and one who hol a
good knowledge of native trees.  Me
served the bouard for some years. Hao
was followed by Mr, lobert Maee, a
gardener, whe also had a good know-
ledge of native trees.  He resigned ow-
ing to deafness. The hoard was then
fortunate cnough to secure the services
of My, W. W. Smith, the present cura-
tor, He had had valuable experience
as curator of the Ashburton Dommn
and the Pabmerston North Gardens, and
had been @ mombor of the Royal Com-
mission for Secenery [Dresvrvation m
Now  Zealand, By giving more at-
tention to horticulture, Mr. Smith
has done muceh to beautity the grounds.

The marked improvements leading
from the Gilhert Streot ontrance »re
wholly his work, so als are those ai
tho outlet of the lalie near the tea
rooms.  His extensive konowledge (ol
botany and animal life enables him
be instructive aned interesting 1o

visitors. His sorvicos arve freely given
to students and 10 town beautuying
AsS0Cinlions.

SECRETARIES.

The oflice of secretary of the hoard
has always been honorary. The first
secretary was Mr. HRobert J. Collins.
'3 business capacity and powers of
arganisation, of which he had given
proof in comparatively small matters,
were of great service in the itial work
of the board. UHe resigned in January,
1877, to take a Government position
in Wellington, where he has risen to
the high office of Auditor-General, On
his departure the board expressed its
appreciation of his services and pros
sented him with a gold ring, whici he
wears to this dav.

Tho next seerctary was Mr., Reginald
Bayley, who held otfice for many vears
and worked with great enthusiasm and
energy. ln those days of limited rev-
enue he was often to be found working
in the grounds like a navvy, especial-
ly during tie construction of the great
dam of the large lake. '

Desiring 1o lay out the grounds on
some dehnite pian, the board, soon
after its constitution, invited compen-
tive designs and offered an honorarium
of £5. The plun selected was one suh-
mitted by Mr. Buayley., This occurred
before he beeame sceretary.

Ho was succeeded by Mr., Harris
Ford, one of the first trusteos, Mr.
Ford held the oflice fram Octoher, 1895,
until December, 1903.  He has also
held office as chairman and has always
been ready to assist the board, espcci:‘nl-
ly in the working-bees of the early
days. He is still a member and is rare-
ly absent [rom the board meetings.
1]:[@ gavo place as secretary to Mr.
IF. P. Carkill, who took much interest
in his duties and has worked well, espe-
cially in _connection with  fireworks
displays. He. lm_s been chairman sov-
eral times. His business experience
and comniercial conncetions have en-
abled him to serve the hoard with ad-
vantage.

Mr. Edward H. Tribe followed M.
Corkill. 8o energetically did Mr. T'ribe
discharge his dutics that more than
oner 1embers of the board suggested
that be shouid accept an honorarium,
He, however, refused, saving that he
coutkl not do so while the board was in
debt, thus postponing indefinitely his
reward. :

Increasing professional duties caused
Mr. Tribe's resignation. Mp. C. .
Drew succeeded him.  He filled the
cffice with much benefit to the cam-
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munity aod credit to himself. U
the death of the late €. W. Govett I?l:::
board, in recognition of Mr. Drew's
services and in order to strengthen the
board by the addition of a voung man
recommended him for the vacant scat.
a recommendation which the Govern-
ment adopted.

Mr. Drew continued to act as sce-
retary also. He, however, rvesigned in
May. 1916, having decided to serve
the Empire in the Great War by join-
ing the British Aircraft Service. With
this object he disposed of his valuablo
business, broke up his home and now
with Mrs. Drew, 1s on his way to Eng:
land.

‘Mme board has been fortunate in ob-
taining the services of My, Tribo once
more as secretary,

POET'S ERIDGE (J. T. DAVIS),

Among theséd who have done much
for the park must Le mentioned Mr.
J. T. Davis. He was always very keen
on the erection of an ~ ornamental
bridge at the upper end of the lake, a

work contemplated in Mr. Bayley’s de-

sign.  Being & bit of a sport, Mr.
Davis often took a ticket wn a race
sweop. He once said thut if ever ho

madeo a good win he would devote the
money to building the bridge. Some
time afterwards he took a ticket in the
Auckland Cup in 1888 and drew a horse
called The Poot. His.horse wan, and
£150 was received by Mr. Davi§, who
offered to devote the amount towards
the cost of the bridge.. The hoard
called for compotitive designs for a
bridge. That of Mr. Barclay, engineer,
was accepted and the present graceful
structure known as the Poet’s
Bridge’’ is the result.

SHortly afterwards Mr. Dayis wns
elected chairman of tho board. He
d_voted much time to his dubies, and
was cver remdy to work for the develop:
ment and beautifying of the grounds.

T. K. SKINNER

Another person who deserves special
mention is Mr. T. K. Skinner, sur-
veyor, who was appointed to the board
on the resignation of Thomas Colson.
With Mr. Skinner's prolessional quali-
fications were united n great admira-
tion for the grounds and a capacity to
foresce and provide for their develep-
ment on permanent lines. g cheer-
fully gave his time and that of his
cadet to takoe levels and do such ather
survey and engineering works as were
necessary, He Jnid out nearly all the
paths. A feature which he insisted on
was to have one common level for the
main paths, thus the level or altitude
of the path at the Carrington Hoad en-
trance 1s the same as that of the paths
around the upper lake. even up as far
as Brooklands,  Ho also laid onr and
suporvised the work of converting the
swamp near the Liardet  Street on-
trance into a Sporis Ground,

He sugpested and supervised the cut.
ting away of the southern exiremity
of what is now called Cannon' Hill,
which extended almost to the edge of
the lake, to provide a site for the baml
rotunda. The material was fonnd very
nseful i strengthening the dam of the
large lake, the condition of which had
uiven reason for much anxiety during
many a winter flood. The planting of
the puriri trees near the rotunda was
his idea. Ho also desivned and supor-
vised the extension af the large lake
and the forming of the little islands at
the upper end, and he converted the
swainp bevond into a leng area of firm
ground which was planted with u great
variety of native trees. A love of flow-
ors, a knowledge of native trees, nn-
hounded enthusiasm, combined  with
his engineering ability, enabled him to
render services to the publie which de-
serve grateful acknowledpgment.  Mr.
Skinner resiuned in 1902
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LOCAL REMINISCEN Cl}S.

It may be well here to mention some
matters  of interest relating to  the
loculity.

Before the Maori War of 1260 the
ully was the site of the rifle range.
The target stomd nesr the bridge on
the east side. Abave the site iv still
to be scen part of the embankment
raised  to protect Broowlands  from
stray bullets.  The 600 yurds range
wns near whera Mr. Porry's residence

During the war little New Plymouth
was rendered less by beiug contracted
witbin lives of tronches and palisades,
the eastorn extent of which was Linrdet
Street and the western Queen Stroet.
The town was open to attack through
the Pukekurn valley. PFor the prowe-
tion of vhn town a bleck-house, kuown
as the Carrington load Block-Louse,
was buwilt where the eurator's cottage
stands, and double sentries were post-
ed at night in the gnlly, Ons wet night
the sentries were the late Mro Joo
Ward and & Mr. Wolfe. The latter hud
oceasion” to leave his post for a few
minutes.  In rotnrning he incautiously
cane by track different from that
which ho took when he leit. The sound
of steps in  this direction alarmaod
Ward, who challonged the on-comer,
Wolle, hearing the challengecand sup-
posing, it referred to a Muori, ran for-
ward <o his post.  Ward fired in the
darkness, shooting  Wolfs,

fatally.
FORT HERBERT.

In 1360, the military authoritics, de-
siring to have some kind of control
over the fricndly Natives, interned
them in & pa erccted on the platean
enstward of the sports ground. A
picket of the militia or valuntecrs was
nsually stationed in the pa at night,
A fire broke out one night, and the
whares were burnt. The sight of the
flaanes euused some alarmi. The eaptain
of the guard was a merchant, ono Wn.
M hechneyy He was subjected to much
banter because his love of comfort
cansed him to take off his hoots when
ho lay down for o sleep between rounds
and lis boots got burnt.

Another incidunt will show how close-
Iv the town was invested by the Maaris.
Onn afternoon in 1864 Mr. Henry Gil-
bert ventured out to his little farm
situated between the upper part of the
park and il JRoad.  While there «
rarty of Maori rebels erept out of the
akekura  valley, mear  Drooklands
Roud, and from a position near where
My, Sandford’s residence now stands
opened fire on Gilbert, The shols at.
tracted the attention of soldiers at
Marsland Hill barracks, They saw Gil-
Lert ruu to whers he had left his gun,
pick it uT, turn round and blaze away
at the Maoris. The seldiers admired
the coolness of the old Devonshire man,

DROOKLANDS AMBUSCADE.

but not

Brooklands, which adjoins the park,
was on Sunday morning. the drd of
March, 1861, tho scene of a little brush
with tho rebel Maoris. A number of
valunteers, who had just come off night
picket, arranged to visit some orchards
to gut persies  Among them were Ser-
gonnt Hollis, W. S, and J. G. Ginger,
Wilson Hnrsthouse, Charles Messenger,
Edward Messenger, Henry Nowland
and William Swart, also H. W, Brewer
of tho Customs. After visiting Walk-
er's and Hursthouse's farms they came
tn Brooklands and sceing peaches in
the orchard they started gathering
them. Somo of the party in one part
of the orchard hearing a shot fired
called out to know tho cause. The re-
ply was a volley from about 30 Maoris
in ambuscade close by. Smart was
shot in the buck. Although surprised,
the volunieers returned the fire and
some took cover. The Maoris fired a



second volley, and Edward Messenger,
who had faced about and was about te
fire, was shot dead. Thoe Maoris at-
tempted to get Messenger’s body, but
wero driven off, tho foromost man be-
ing shot dead and another was seen to
full. After move firing the Maoris dis-
appeared. Shortly afterwards some
men of the 65th l{oglmcnp, with Lieut.
Baillie from the Carrington Road
block-house, came up. Messenger’s
body was brought into town. He was
a fine young fellow, a goud shot, and
only seventeen, Smart's wound was
vt fatal, but he carvied the bullet in
his body to the day of lis death, about
40 years afterwards.

MURDER OF MALONEY,

“More than one tragic ovent has oc-
enrred in the grounds since the board

took charge. In a small cottugo with-
in the  grounds lived a man mnamed
Maloney, once of the G5th Regiment, a
quiet, inoffensivo old man. Consider-
able excitement was aroused one morn-
ing (April 11, 1890), wheo his ‘dead
body, bearing marks of violence, was
fongd on the path under the pines
leading up to John Streel. :

Suspicion fell upon a young Mnon
named Mahi Kai. He was arrested.
One of the features of the case was
the fagt that he, although known to
have been havd up, had suddenly be-
camo possessed of a pair of new boots.
It was suspected that these had been
bought with money stolen from Malo-
ney’s cottage. The discovery and iden-
tidcation of the old boots worn by the
Maori was deemed importuant, Accord-
ingly a careful search in the grounds
was made, oven the large lake was
amptied, and still they counld not be
found. Winally, Sergeant Dufin dis-
covered in # hedge near the racecourse
a parcel coataining a pair of old beats,
whichh were identifiod as the Maori's,
In spite of a vory able defence by his
counsel, My, Samuel, he was vonvicted
and sentenced to death,

In consideration of his youth the
sentence was commuted to lmprison-
ment for life, but after serving o few
vears he was released. The writer saw
him in 1913 in Onchunga looking sleck
and cheerful and showing no sign that
he ever was bhaunted by Maloney’s
giost. .

The importance of the trial led o
Mr. Fell, of Nelson, being retained for
tha Crown. Among the witnesses wis
Darby, the enstodian,  Prior” to the
triat he attendd before Mr. Fell, who
wished to check his ovidence.  “'I'm
glad to see you,” said Mv. Fell
“You're the last man who saw Maloney

alive,”  “Yon're wrong.” said Darby.
“Who, then, wis the last persont”
“Ple  mun  that killed him,"  said
Darhy.

On one oceasion a visitor having
Iieard that there was a fine display of
Native coavolvolus in  the gronnds
askod Darby where it was to be seen.
Darby, who made no pretenco of botam-
cal learning and yet had no desire o
procleim s deficiency, led the visitor
to a lovely clump of furze in full
bloom, o

While gratefully acknowledging that
the public have generally responded
well to all appeals for help, the fact

remains that the funds of tho heard

have always been inadequate. At one
period much assistance was obtaincd
from working bees. But semetimes the
efforts of an amateur axeman in fell-
ing a tree wonld be ill directed. One
such caused a tree on Cannon Hill to
iall across the stays of the flagstaff,
bringing down the topmast and its
geur. On another day « tree on the
point of the hill sonth of the tea rooms
was felled so unskilfully that iv erashed
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down upon tho roof of the hathing
honge. On that day the working bee
comprised a band of sturdy xettlors and
some Maoris, from tho Hua distriet,
and Mr. Paul had generously sent up a
barre! of heer.

¢ Numerons fetes have heen held in
and tor the benefit of the grounds. The
most snecessful was “Yeo Olde Englishe
Fayre,” which lusted a week and real-
ised abont L300 gross. A floral fote was
for several successive yoars held on
~November 3. That for 1803 realised
£150, clear of expenses. Jn the fol-
lowing year L£71 was' obtained.

Mang years ago the board instituted
the system of annual subseriptions of
10s Gd. This has been sustained with
a fow breaks until new. Some sub-
scribers givo a gninea or more. These
subseriptions average about £50 a vear.
Sowe of our vitizens have been speeinl-
ke generons. One. Mr. Oliver Samuel,
ans, quite unsolicited, often sent a
handsome cheque for £25 and some-
times £30.

Dut the greatest relief was obtained
through the institution of a Park Satur-
day collection, the suggestion of Miss
Tthel Crompten Smith, of Cameron St.
The first collection was a great sue-
eess and enabled the beard to pay off
a heavy bank averdraft (guaranteed by
some of the members) and to employ
an extra man. last vear (1913) the ool-
lection was amitted in view of the large
demands on the generosity .of the pub-
lic for wvarious war funds. This year
{1918) the board, impelled by necessity,
resumed the Park Satnrday eollection,
and although the appeals for war funds
are as numerons as ever, the publie
freely subscribed £168 18 9d, includ-
mg £52 16s from annual subscribers.
In connection with these two sources
of revenue, the valuable sorvices of Mrs.
Docknill, aided by a large nnmber of
energotic lady workers, call for grate-
ful acknowledgment.

C. W. GOVETT.

The hoard has benefited much from
the efforts of the late 3r. Clement W.
Govett, who not only gave handsomo
subscriptions himself, but more than
once was instrumental in diverting a
legacy into the coffers of the board.
The legacy of Mrs, Broham (Mr. Gov-
ett’s sister), smounting to L£100, sup-
plamented from the board's funds, en-
abled the board to excavate the swamp
at the cnd of the big luke and prolong
the lake as far as ﬁrcnklnnds. o dis-
tance of about eight chains. This work
was done under the supoervision of Mr.
Percy Smith. Now that the ferns and
native trees are grown up along the
banks and on the islands this locality
has become one of the prettiest in the
park. It was at Mr, Govett's instance
that the board caunsed to be erceted a
large marhle tablet on which has bern
inseribed the names of those who, by
legracies or wenerous gifts, have helped
ta improve the park. A feature of this
memorial is that no name is placed on
it whilo the denar is Hving. This record
shows the following names: J. T. Davis,
Martha King, Peter Madsen, Isabella
Small, R. H. Govett. Helen Romaine
Broham and C. W. Govett.

THANKS.

. So many persons, not only in New
Plymouth Imt in the country districts
and from distant parts of the colony,
have aided the board by generous gifts
of money and plants #nd specimens of
bird lifo that 1t is not possible to re-
cord the names of all. One lady, how-
ever, cannot be overlocked—the late
Mrs. Humphries, widow of Dr. Humph-
ries. She was prominent in organisikg
many floral fetes and other entertain-
ments. Jn this she was ably assisted
by the Misses Humphrics and other
members of the family.
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THE PRESS,

The board feels greatly indebted to
the local press—the Taranaki Herald
and the Daily News—-for their lelp at
all times. Both journals have shown a
genuine pride in the park and have
done much to encourage and promote
its development.

BALANCE SHERT.

The financial position ean he ascer-
tained from perusal of the fallowing
balance sheet for yenr ended March
31, 1916:—

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure
for the yenr ending March 31, 1916.

Receipts.
April 1, 1015,
£ 5 4.
Cash In hand Socadiones (88 & 0
Borough s:;bmdy . 187 10 0
Box donations . 2139
Subserintions ... -84 8 0
Sule of firewood .. 4 2 0
Rents  coccsissaseess " 58 2 @4
Boat Heenco  .oovviiecinina o 2.2 8
Sale of Arakes ..coiieermrsures 0113 7
March 31, 19?6.
Bank balance ..ocoviiiiiiiinee. 45 3 8
£308 15 7
Expenditure.
April 1, 1915.
£ 5 d
Bank Balunce ..cecorreseees 27 14 8
WHEZOS  aervrieneans 310 68 7
Cartage 210 0
Timber 4 4 1
Insurance 133 5
Bird food ciiisassemsanianin 10 10 ©
Tools  oreveriaiim, 216 0
Bank cheque and intorest 115 9
Gravel e, 2 4 0
Petty cash  ...ccovvimamiiannn... 9 1 &
Cash in hand (petty cash) 018 9
Mareh 31, 1916.
Cash on hand  ..cccvviviveeeee. 25 0 O
£398 15 7

The total revenue from all sources,
axcluding the balance brought forward
from the proceding year. was £317

7s bd.

The 'chief receipt is the annual
borough subsidy of £150, increased for
the year 1915-16 by £37 10s, which
should have been paid the previous
Fear. .

The borough reconps itself to the ex-
tent of the Park Board’'s share of the
net income from the Avenune To-
serve derived under the New I’lymouth
Recreation and Racecourse ' Resorves
Amendment Act, 1910.

The net income from this reserve for
1915-16 was £89 7s 7d, of which the
hoard's share was one-half. thus re-
ducing the borough grant for 1915-16
to £105 Gs 3d. )

The hoard’s expenditure for the vear
was £336 0s 11d, of which £310 6s Td
was for wages. The revenure being only
£817 78 6d, thero was not only noth-
ing for new work, but there was n
deficit of £18 13s 5d.

It is interesting to compare this
balance sheet with the first bhalance
sheet for year ended December 31, 1573,

Receipts.
1875.
£ s, 4,
September 25— B!
"l?o cash frem Provireial
Government  ............. 1253 0 0
To cash frowm Provincial
Government, two-thirds
purchise  money (n
grant towards purchase
ol & NoNse) isvesivirens 33 00
£158 © 0



- Although much has been done and n
great transformation cficctl. the mom-
bers of the board are by no mesns con-
tent.  So conscious are they of the
amount of work unaccomplizhed that
thoy are inclined to blush ad the praises
of a delighwd wisitor., They, however,
will ba loss sensitive when they have
asphalted the footpaths, instilled the
electrie light, provided sanitary con-
voniences, repaired and repovated the
sports gronnd, re-erected the fugstalf,
constructed concrete steps to all the
terraces, erveted o substantial fence en-
closing the whole park so as to excludo
those who would get in on fete days
withont paying., bmlt a neat lodge for
the curator and s pavilion, including
dressing rooms, for the sports ground,
oxtended and completed the little lake
near tho raccenurso, raised the height
of the lower waterfall by a small dam,
formed w path en the western sido of
the stream laading from the wnterfall
to tha lake ahove, raised the height of
the wateriall near Brooklands Read and
made paths to give access to it, rostared
tho waterfall in thoe fernery at the up-
per lake and lll:mbrxi this locality with
dwarf ferns. Thero are, it may be add-
ed, in some of tho gullies (practicall
unknown) many beauty spots abound-
ing in ferns and lovely putive trecs.
These delis should be eleared of under-
growth, dead limbs, and useless trous,
and made accessible by footpaths, A
now and commodious tea, kiosk also
would only be in keeping with the park.
But few, If any, of these improvemoents
can be undertulien nnti! the board's
funds are substantinlly increased.

MEMBERS OF THI BOARD.

The members of the present board are
Moessrs.  Horrin  Ford, . Chinten
Hnghoes, R. Cock, I'. P. Corkill, W. I..
Nowman, 8. Perey Smith, and C. 1.
Drew. The Borough Council’s repre-
sontatives on thoe bLoard are hix Wor-
ship the Mayor and Messrs. W. A, Col-
lis and W. F. Short.

0Of theso members four have alroady
been mentioned. Mr. Cock was appoint-
od  about 1885, Ho hns  taken
jauch interest in the park and has
worked weoll. Ho has been many times
chairman of the board. ;

It was during his last term as chair-
min, and at his suggestion, that the
curator carried oui tha long-contem-
plated improvemoent on the site of the
old swump at the outlet of tho lake,
an improvement now the gem of the

park. Mr. Newman was appointed a
moember  about 1001, in  succession
to Mr. J. B. Roy. Ho has fillod

the office of chairman several times.
Quiet earnostness characterises  his
work. Having travellod widely, his
knowledge of other parts of tho world
and of nautical affairs have enabled lum
to serve the board with great advan-
tage. Mr. 8. Perey Smith is the pre-
sent chairman. When last re-elocted to
the chair he said that his connection
with the board had been a very pleasant
one—in no other board where he had
hold office had there been more har-
mony and pleasant co-operation  be-
tween its members than i this.  Mr,
Smith was appointed in 1902 on the
resignnbion of Mr. Skinner. He at
onco teok more than ordinary interest
in the park. and at the request of his
fellow-members has. frequently  taken
soio control of important works. His
long official carcer terminating in the
office of Surveyor-General, and hix.wideo
oxperience in connection with scenery
preservation and his  knowledge of
native trees, enable him to be of good
sorvice. As to the council’s represenan-
tives on the board, the present Mayor,
owing to numerous other guhlic en-
gagoments, is rarely able to be present
at the meotings. Mr. Short, not long
on the board, tnkes interest in the
work. Mur. Collis has for many years
been a borongh representative.  The
coutinuity of his connection with the
board is of great advantage. His asso-
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clation with thoe Scenery Presorvation
Society, the Mt. Egmont National Park
and similar bodies are excellent qualifi-

eations His assistance is much appre-
ciated.
“PUREKURA.”
Mr. Percy Smith has boen good

enough to supply the following note:—
A word may be suid here as to the

name ‘Pukekura,” and why it was
adopted instead of the official name,
Botanic Garden and  Recreation

Ground,” In the first place, ‘Pukekura’
is a name itselt euphonious, is easy of
pronunciation and, what is niore impor-
tant, it is the original Maori name of
tho stream that fills the lakes, and
was in use centuries before the intrud-
ing pakeha, with characteristic self-

sufficiency, applied one of his rommen-
placo names w the gronad. It hecame
neeassary  to  distinguish  the  sports
ground from the rest of the park for
financial and othier reasons. Honee the
chungo to the old Maori name of the
part of the geounds ontside the sports
ground.  Moreover, the name *Recroa-
vion Cround’ had deseperatesd into the
vulgarisin ‘Rec,” a namo oiten legding
to misapprehension and by no moeans
worthy of the dignily and heauty of

the park,”
RETROSPECT.

In conclusion on~ must apolagise for
the length of this nervative, which bas
far exceeded the original hmits, But
one may perhaps be pardonad in view
of the ract that the park has aforded
so much pleasure to the people of this
taun and will for nges to vome ho a
source of delight and health w futuee
gonerations,

What memories the sports ground ro-
calls of strenuous comtosts in the foot-
ball field! What a stirring sight on a
fine day were the terraces fillad with
thousands of animated speciators, the
bright costumes of the ladies showing
well against the green  backpround.
With what pride we have watched the
Taranaki boys meit the champion teams
of New Zealand, England, and Anstra-
lin! Wa might well be prond of thom,
for in those days Taranaki could pro-
ducn the finest team in New Zoealand.
Did they not heat Englaud on one ocea-
sion and fight a draw on another® Who
can torget the play of such 1wen as Jim
Lambie, Dan  Hughes. and Barnie
O'Dewda in the forwarda, Hughie Mills
as wing-Torward, and Al Bayly, Allen
Good, Hughie Good, “Snip’ /sien, nr-
thur Humphries, Jim  Huanter, and
“Simen' Mynott in the backs?

Again, how swoct the memory of the
music one has heard while seated on the
sunny torraces listenivg, say, to the
Royal Artillery Bind or to the massed
bands st a band contest. But, esceed-
ing even  this, was the sweot enjoy-
nent of the evening concert on such an
oreasinn, tho calm warm night, not a
clond to obscure the star-liv sky, evory
seat on the terraces filled with an ap-
preciative sudience and no distracting
noise in the vast dimly-lighted ampli-
theatre.

Attractive, too, have been the sports
upon tho lake. lHow cheerful to sce
the townsfolk hurrving up teo the park
on a fine day to st beneath the trees
and wateh the fun and listen to tne
eusic. One can remember well some
of tha young men of thoso days, now
grave and reverend signors. who took
part. Arthur Murton was sccretary
of the swimning club for several years
and took purt m the races, for which
ha Lruinwll assidnously.  What an in-
epiring sight to see Newwon King com-
peting with C. W. Govett in a tub
raco until both craft got full of water
and foundered; to see Will Holford
crossing tho lake on a wire rope a la
Blondin over the Falls of Niagura; and
R. C. Hughes poising himself on tha
spring-board for the long dive: and
Charlie Cornwall (now a major in the
Imperinl Light Horse in Sonth Africa)
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tearing through the water in the hali-
mitle and wresting the champen cup
from R. C. Hughos; and Willie Gibson
swimming with but ono arm and yet
winuning his race.  Souvenirs of those
ovents are still prized. This day, while
these lines are being penned, Mr.
Richard Inch showed tho writer with
much  pride a silver-mounted  meer-
schaum pipe which e was still using
and which he hed won in 1839 in a
Toyds. swimming race against Bob Wil-
liams. Doubtless many n Taranaki boy
in distant lands looks back with pleas-
ure to the happy hours spent in these
grounds, and many a lad now fighting
for the Empire thinks kindly of the
spot and chervishes the hope of seeing
it again.

TH, AUGUST 2, 1916
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

 The monthly moesting of the Puke
kurma Park Board was held ay  Mr
Fribe's offico  on Tuesday evening
Taere were present: Messvs. 8. Pere;
Smith (in the chair), . Cock, W. L
Nevognan, W, AL Cellis, H. C. Hughes
1. ‘}"-’c.rrt amd ¥, H, Tribe then, seese
Ly,

My, R. Old (ictipg-custodian) re-
porbet that during the month the roue
Bedl e the tea rooms had been dug

up  and tne Grdes cul baek. The
groumd year by Bad also ben dug and
elanod, Several wattle tress noar

the 1ennis coures hads berr remoyed
and native shrubs and ferns plinted i
their place. A very heayvy ;.;l-n_\-:th' af
slosagnis just over the bhridge near
the Leat louse, which was preventing
the growth of some fine mabive trees,
had toen ent ous and remeved ‘and
additional natives planted. A good
deal of aver-growth had been removed
during the pericd, together with mow-
ez snd the wsaal cleaning op of the
parh. Soveral draing 1o carey off the
witer from the festpaths bud brea pul
down,  Durheg the period 50 native
treis and 06 ferns had been planicd.

Mr. Tribs, who had acted as over-
soer for the monsh. recomniended that
the baod rotunda fluer bo ceinented at
a st of abont LM The tea poom
builtlings were i a bad state and weore
wleo in a dmiop position.  The qnéstion
of erecting a new huiiding iu s differ-
it posivion should be kept in mind
and brought wnder public netice.  The
antianee to the park from Vogeltown
reguired atlention. Owing to the for-
wation the pathway  was  gradiualiy
veashing away. To wmaka a proper en-
tranee it would e neecesury to remave
u fat of carth 10 a depih of passibly
aft, Bin., and chen’ erect good iron
rutes. The probable ecost womld ho
ahout L40.  Pouations Lo the extont of
£10 had already been promisod jor s
warl,  Mro Old had taken over twe
boat= and he (Mr. Tribe) advised thae
they hind heen paid for. Tha hig hoac
waonld be exmmned Jater.

Mr. T. P. Corkill wrote resigning
his, pevition as. a membor of  the
board.—The hoard passed a resolution
regretiing thal -Mr, Corkill _had con
sitered it necessary to send v his re
sicnation and exprossing thoir appro:
gigtion of his serviees to tho baard
dugihg the past thirty years.

The quettion of eementing the floo
af the band revunda ws disoiseed, bt
acticn was deferred until nexuy woot,
ime.

Mr. R. €. Hughes. who lad just
completed a [ull history of the park.
handed over thoe manuseript and the
Loard passed s roesolution of thanks to
Mr, Hughes for having compiled sueh
an interesting historical documein,

Atr, Fribe reported that sone por-
tions of the paths were inoa bad state,
snd said this trouble counld be remedied
W a fow londs of sereenmings could be
ehiained from the horough,




TH, AUGUST 29, 1916
NEW BOARD MEMBER

His Esxcellency tha Governor h

TDN, SEPTEMBER 26, 1916
BRASS BAND CONCERT

Sunday afternoon next will be another

proved of the appointment of Mr.epoch-maging day in the history of New

Bellringer as a member of the

of Trustees of Pukekunra Park.

TH, SEPTEMBER 6, 1916
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

Tlhe wonthiy mecting of she Puke-
kura Park Bourd was beld on Toesduy
CYCRINE. Present s Messrs, 5. 1‘(+n?'
Sinith  (¢hatrman), 1. Cock., R. C.
Hughes, Earvis Ford, A, Newmai, C.
12, Bellringer and #. H., Trte (sevre-
bary). R

The curator (Mr. W, W, Swith) re-
ported that part of the wark derring
the month consisted of deaning and
preparing ground lor planting with
native trees pewr the John Strees en-
tramce. They miended to proceed with
the planting this week. Since the Lith
the work lwd been chiefly that of
mowing and cleaning.  During the pro-
cont fine weather they propesed 0
continue the radisiog and rveforming ol
ihe bromd clay walk al the new en-
trance, They had removed the “"'."*]LI
drainage pipes and replaced Lhiem with
six nnd mine-ineh pipes to allow t;rf
froe drasnage. Respecting the board’s
two heats he asked if they wonld un-
dortake to have them repasired and

2 e 5
painted as soon s poesible,  There lrael
heen numerons inguirics for them this
weak.

The Departinent of lmt‘t\rrml ‘,'\Ffmm
wrote enclosimg a copy of the Gagotta
containing a proclamation apponting
Mr, C. 16, Baltrimger a member of the
hoard: . y "

Mr. A. Gray (Director of the Tectmi-
eal  Colleze) wrole accepiing the
board’s terms in connection with ihe
usa  of the Pukekura Park Sports
Giround by the college as a playing
field.

Ulpmouth, when, wenther permitting,
twa brass bands will play in Pokekura
Park. These are thie Senior and Jonior
cowtbinations controlled by the New Ply-
mouth Citizens' Band Comimittee, The
juniors will contribute several items to
the programme, and as this is their first
oublie performance, the event is leing
Inaked forward to with eonsiderable iu-
tevest, The two bands will eombine (50
prrformers) in ithe concluding National
Anthem. The usual collection will be
taken up.

TDN, SEPTEMBER 26, 1916
DONATIONS

Among other pifte rveconlly recoive
v AMr. W, W, Smith, curator of the
Public  Gavdens, for beautifying pur
poses ave the fu'lowing:—Gurden apeds
from the enrntor of the Pubile Caydens
nt Colombo (Crylony s plants and seods
from Messra Webster Bros; native seeds
per Mr. 8. Perey Smith; and o parceel of
nntive trees from an anonymous donor,
2r, Siith s advised that a package of
frees and  eeds Las heen disputelied from
Pavaguny (South Ameriea) for the park,
widd he hopes to receive these shortly,

TDN, SEPTEMBER 26, 1916
BIRDS IN THE PARK

M, W W, Smith, eurator of Pukekura
Park, reports that the Austealine bronze
wing cuckoo made its first appearane
thia seqson on Sunday, althoush he wn-
devstands that & lady obseeved one of
these barbingers of summer in the gard-
s on Wednescay last. The challineh
has also gt in a0 appearance, and large
Hecks of “wax-eves” are aleo in evidenee.

i
: I:i; HISTORY
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TDN, OCTOBER 2, 1916
BRASS BAND CONCERT REVIEW
THE rUNIORS PERYCRM.

AN ENy 2ABLL RECITAL,

There was n very large attendance of
the public nt Pukekura Park yesterday
tfterncon, when the Citizens’ Band, under
the baton of Bandmaster F. W, Q. Me-
Veol, pave a recital, every item of
which was hngely enjoyed by the crowd,
e applause thut greeted each piece
g spontaneous and  heavty. Ad-
ditional interest was lent to the recital
by the fxet that it was the first ap-
prarance of the Junior Band, a branch
vf the Senior Band, They acquitted
themselves admirably in the short pros
prmme they presented and when it is
censidered Lhat the Juniors have not yet
bren three months in existence their
playing yesterday testified not only to
their own musica) talent but to the able
tuition of the condurtor., Mr. McLeod
must be warmly eongratuleted upon the
strides which the kand as a whole, had
made under his guidance, and upen thh
work of Lis junio: -corps,  There is a
Fery promising future before the band,
vesterday’s performance may be taken as
& criterion,

The programme was,: Seniors: “L‘En-
tente  Cordiale;” quickstep, “Formide
nble”; overture, “The Pied Piper”; se-
betion, “The Mikado”: march, “Seipio”

tHandel).  The two latter were finely
] oy, The Juniors rendered two
hymns, a slow warch, and a dainty
vitlsette,  'Then the two bands, en masse,

nlayed Hait's “New Colonial March,” and
the National Anthem.

_The collection in aid of the Band
Equipment Fund realised £21 10¢ 1d.

of the boats which, if use was granted,
would be in charge of Captain Waller,
The request was granted, and a com-
mittee, cdnsisting of the chairman and
Mossrs, Ford., Tribe and FHughes, was
appointed to aet with the Comlorts
Corumittea in making the necessary ar-
rangements,

Mr. C. E. Beliringer, on behall of
the Park Demonstration snb-Comnut-
tee of the Comiorts Week Committee,
wrote asking permission to lay clectric
lights to the hand rotunda, and to fix
n light therein. 'The committee hal
been in communication with the bor-
ongh electrical department, and were
willing to provide a sum up to L13
to defray tho cost of the proposed work.
The committes desired that the work
ghould be of a permanent nature, so
that the hoard would be able to make
extensions should it desire to do  so.
The lettor alse  mentioned that  Mr,
M'Leod, the conductor of the band,
had intimated their willingness to pive
n concort in the Park in aid of  the
fund.—Permission was granted,

1t was decided ithat the commitice

already set up shonld aev with  the
Comforts Committee, with a wview to
providing permanent  lighting, and

they were authorised to spend up to
L20 on the waork.

The offer from Mr. M'Lead to pmive
a band comeert in aid of the electrie
ighting was gratefully accepted,

The secrotary reported a very satis-
factmy financial position,  Cush in the
bank  amounved  to  £37  10s. rent
amounting to £25 was dne. and there
was also the beguest of £100 from the
late Mrs, Hulke to eome.  The ex-
penses  to be  met, apart from  the
curator's salary, did not exceed £a,

A vote of thanks was passed o
donors of sceds, plants, ete., mentioned
in the curntor's report.

Mr. Bellringer was appeinted visitor
inr tlie month. F

CURATOR'S REPORT,
The enrator (Me. W. W. Smith) re-

ported that the weather during Saep-
tember being fine they were able to
et throngh o eonsiderable amount of
work. Tre odging and levelline of the
Carrington Road walk was completed.
They had to cart a lot of clay to
enable them to raise the walk in places
and finish it well.  Additional  fern
trees had beon planted on the long,
narrow, sloping strip outside the gate.
The planting of tho mixed groups of
I\]Elntﬁ :111'! :]'If‘ nrea !'Ji‘ FoOwWarawas on
the slope in the racecourss valley was
nlsa completed.  Denations were  re-
ceived during the month as followa: —

Mr. C. Bellringer, flower socids;
Messrs. Webster Bros., seeds  and
plants; Hotanic Gardens, Caléutta,
plant  sceds by exchange; Mr. [0,

Borough, Linwoead, Chrisichureh, lily
bulhs; native plant seeds and a packet
of plants were received [rom unknown

nnara

TH, OCTOBER 4, 1916
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly mecting of the Puke-
kura Park Board was held in the see-
rebary's offics on Tuesday evenmng.
Present:—Messes, 5. Perey Smith
{(chairman), R, C. Hughes, R. Cock, C.

E. Bellringer, W. I, Shart, Harvis
Ford, W. [ .Newman, and H, Tribe
(secretary).

Me, 10 W, G, M'Lead. secretary to

the Soldiers’ Comforts Week Commit-
tee, wrote asking for the use of Pulke-
kura Tark on Labonr Day (October
3, and on tll!‘ 'I_']]Urf_i']n_"; also the 160
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TH, OCTOBER 4, 1916
PLANS TO IMPROVE VOGELTOWN
ENTRANCE

A sketch-plan of the proposed new
entrance  to  Pukekwa  Park irom
Vageltowa, which had been prepared
by Mr. 8. Perey Smith, was examined
hy the board on Tuesdey eveninz, The
proposed lich-gate weould add greatly
tn the appearance of that part of the
Park, A subscription list was opened
on the spot, and members promised
donation ameunting to £9 or £10 to
start the neeessary tund to execute the
work .



TDN, OCTOBER 20, 1916

- SOLDIERS
COMFORTS « WEEK.

SUNDAY,

-

SATURDAY

s ey

OCTOBER 22,
TO

, OCTOBER 28,

=l

GRAND SPECTACULAR PROCESSION
JONDAYOCTOBER 23 (Labor Day).

bits, Motor-cycles, Motoreyelo

AT

PUKEKURA PARK.

PROCESSION

Competitiona:

LEAVES TOWN AT
12.30,

Decorated Motsr-cars,

Tradesmen’s Displays, Wogkins Exhi-

with

chair and oceupant, Bieyeles, Vehicles,
Go-carts or FPrame, Fancy Costumes and
Parasol, Children’s Pets, Doil's Peram-

bulators

(all decorated).

Patriotic Tebleauy and Display, Bullock
Dray Exhibit, Scouts’ Squad Exhibition,

Behool Children's Display on Grounds.

\

Goods Stalls and Tea Pavilions incharge

of Women's Patriotic Committee.

B4~TUESDAY—

The Band in Coronation Hall.
Grand Novelty Entertainment by
Bandsmen and Loeal Talent.

$5~WEDNESDAY—
. The Schools of the District enter-
tain in Coronation Hall

26 —~THURSDAY—

Garden Part

& ~FRIDAY—
Grand Mu
Maori

¥y in Pukelura Park,

gicai Treat by Waitara
Entertainers in Coro-

. nation Hail.

28 —SATURDAY—

farand Finale:

Street Bazaars,

Produce Sale, Famous Wan-

ganui

Huzzars—the greatest

beggars on earth.”

Pt

Reserve “Comforts Week” for

our Boys. i

|

—

F. W. G. McLEQD,

{
RLSTORY

E

Hon. Secrotary.

TDN, OCTOBER 23, 1916
COMFORT WEEK

The Comforts Week Comymittee com-
meneed their campaign for funds with
n singing cervice nt Pukekura Park yes
torday, there being o large ettendance.
Reliving collections were taken wp at
the respeetive churehes at both morning
suid evening, services,

For the open-air serviee the hymms
ware appropriately chosen, and Mr. A
Gray conducted the choir, consisting of
members of the ¢hoirs of the Anglican,
Presbyterian, Methpdist, and  Daptist
Churehes,  Miss Smith, organist ot the
Prresbyterian Churek, led the musie, Tn-
eluded ine the selections were the fol-
lowing fuvorites: —All 'eople that on
Earth do Dwell” “Rock of Apes,” “For
Thosze in Peril on the Sea,” “For All the
Sainte,” 0 Love that wilt not let me
go, " and “Lead windly Tight The
singing, which was entered inte whole-
hoartedly by the gathering, econcluded
with the Doxolopy amd the National
Antlem, A collection taken up realised
£14 11s 24,

EVINING PROMENADE COXCERT.

Extensive arrangements have heen
made in Pukekura Park for this evening
(Monday) The grounds will he beauti-
fully illuminated by electria light, the
wires having heen extendad up to the
fake, sialls and Band volunda,  Messrs
¥, H. Robertson and Co. will also have
several of their 200 eandle-power lights
stationed at intervals throughont the
gvounds. The Citizens' Band will play
popular musie, and the side shows and
stall= will be open for business, Re-
treshiments will be' availnble.

Though contribations for the jumble
stall at to-days’ Tete have come in freely,
still many  more are  wanted. Any
atvkicle, Be it an okd razor or & marble
clogk, will be “token in and done for,"
and all gifts will be reeeived ot the
depot or at the park at any howr before
noaomn,

TO-DAY'E PROCESKION,

L 1Lan am, Metor Cur Preepssion.—
Ronte: Deven Street from Waiwakaibo
Bridee fo Tpmont Street, St Aubyn
| ®greet, Belt Rond, Devon Strect. Cars
will line up between Queen and Liardet
Streets until maln procession, then join
i oand fu]?ni\;’ to Pukekura Park vin
Linrdet Street,

1230 pam., General Procession, in the
foliowing order:—1, Tawn Band; 2, Juni-
or Band; 3, Veterans; 1, Soldieva; 5,
Builway Ambulauee Cars 6, Fire livig-
ade; 7, Mewbers of Parliament, cte; 8,
Mavor and Mavoresz; I, Representetives
of Local Bodies: 10, Trades and Labor
Digplays (Teelmica! Uoliepe, engineering,
oil ‘mdustry, iron industry, daivy indus-
try, bootiakers, painters and  paper-
liangers, woodworkers, motor trade, gen-
eral laborersi: 11, Scouts: 12, Maving
Seonte, with baat; 13, BSchools  (Mr
Smith's “bus with little pupils, Fitzroy,
West, Iind; tableanx, “Winter in the
Trenches,” Mr. A. A, Renner's stell un-
der divection of Mr. C. Perrett; Central
Sehigol pupils; tebleaux, DBelgiun Re-
fugees, My, JJ, Lovelll: 14, Children’s De-
corated 1xhibits (e join proeession at

Whiteley  sehooltoom): 15, Decorated
Vielieles (horae, moetors cars, motor
101

eyelesy: 16, Motor Cars (falling in Dbe-
hind main proeession). The youte of the
procession will be along Devon Street
frome Gover Sbreel Lo Bgmont Street,
Nt Anbyn Street, Queep Street, Devon
Stroet, Linvdet Street, to  Puoleknra
Park, The different gectiona will form
up east of Gover Street,  The children

assemble ag the Coronation 'IIuH.. Chil-
dron with decovated exhibits will con-
spegate nf Whiteley  Scehoelroom, Al

taking part are requested to be roady to
fall into line at 12 (noon), Oars will
he T,rmliuir:fl for the veterans am] wound.
od soldiers. Vehieles not taking part in
the procession will not be allowed he-
vond Gilbert Streel unlil the proces
sion has passed,  Arranpements lave
Yo been made {o sell tickets at Gil-
bert Street, to enable the public to
utilise that entravce and thus save con-
epesbion at the main entraneoe.

Lient.-Colonel 15 N, L. Okey will act
ag marshal, and will control the various
units of the procession,

The exhibits will be arranged on the
sports ground to be julged,

TDN, OCTOBER 24, 1916

RIFLES FOUND IN THE PARK
Whilst the Boy Seouts were scouring
the bush at Pukelura Park yesterday
they came aeross three vifles in g punga
trec,  They were Senior Cadet rifles,
aud appeared to have been recently nsed,

TH, NOVEMBER 6, 1916
BAD SWAN

The black swan that haunis the fivst
lake tn Pulickura Park may add (in the
eyes of casual visitors) to the attrac-
tiveness of ohe of the moest picturesque
weters 1 the Dominion, but he should

bo got rid of. Your weeks ago a
lovely brood of cleven duckhngs

emerged— flully balls of down—and
they came swimming down  with
Mother Duck fo a spot where visitors
wero throwing in hread and biscuits.
The swan killed three, within two min-
utes! On Sunday the swan wus again
wueh in evidence. He seized a full-
grown duck by the neck and drowned
her. His escapndes aroe  hecoming
rathor notortous, and it's o pity that
while in a manner he adds to  the
beauty of the lake he should he allow-
ed to destroy so much ather feathered
beauty.

TH, NOVEMBER 8, 1916
BURGESS DONATION

Tha secretary of the Pukekura Pork
Board (Me. In. H. Tribe) to-day re-
coived the following lecter from His
Wouship the Mayor (Mv, C, H. Burgess)
“Enelosed pleasa find cheque for £93,
donaiion towards your Beard's fund aud
1 wish the same to be used to provide
better facilities for helding funetions
such as Comforts Week. [E is on occa-
sians such as Comforts Week une realises
the difticultics those engaged have to
contend with, not the leasy being that
of obtaining o smficient supply of hot
wizer to eater for the people's require-
ments. 1 shall be very p!nasec} to con-
for with your Board re above.



TH, DECEMBER 6, 1916
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The Pukekura Park Beard met on
Tuesdey night. Present: Messrs. 5.
Percy Smith (chairman). C B, Bell-
vinger, 1. Cock, . €. Hughes and B,
H. “Iribe (hon. secretuiy). An appli-
cation was made by the Director of the
Technical College for the children to he
allowed to bathe in the large lake each
day between one and two o'clock, and
it was decided to grant permission snb-
ject to certain resurictions. A donation
of £1 35 from Mr. Mannder, of Hamil-
ton, was acknowledged with thanks. T
was decided to ask the Borouph Coun-
cil te extend the eleetric light around
the bizg lake.

Owing to the past very mild winter
and sgring months, the whole vegetn-
tion or the pagls shows fresh and luxuri-
ant growth,”®reported the curator.of
Pukekura Park (Mr, W. W, Smith) to
the uiechint": of the board on Tuesday
night. *The work of the stuff during
the past month fias been chiefly that of
mawing grass, cleaning, and burning the
drier accumulation of rubbish in the
park. = Attention is at present being
poid te mowing and burning the areas
of rough prass at the head of the upper
and lower lakes. Cousiderable time has
heen devoted to edping and cleaning
walks, and clipping the box hedgo
around parts of the %lhes.”

In tho course of his report to the
Pukekura Park Board on Tuesday night
the curator (Mr. W, W. Smith) said:-—
*“Mrs. Avery has sent o bag of bulbs to
plant in the park. Two anouymous
iriends also sent parcels of native plant
seedls.  Mr. Rdekel brought a smal?‘-hozt
of New Zealand orchids collected jn the
Tuabine bush. They have heen planted
in suitable places wn the park, where
they may be easily scen and studied
when in bloom. Ay, C. Last, who waos
lntely in Now South Wales, collected a
quantity of Anstralian plant sceds, and
prosented them to the park. They have
recently been sown.”

TH, DECEMBER 7, 1916
A CHAT WITH THE CURATOR

CCRATOR OF XNEW PLYMOUTH
RECREATION GROUNDS.

(By E. A Story.)

It was a beoutiful morning in Inte
November wlien wa tapped at the doeor
of Mr. Smith's small office, sind asked
hium i he could spare us an hour toy a
chat on the birds and bheos and insects
of this beauteous New Zewland. e
eladly assonted o our suggesuon, and
we felt hippy becanse My, Smith is ane
in ten thousand, being a natirabist amld
& student of Noture Drom bis yanih,
Lifo is full and rich to him, for he lives.
But hoe hates talk abour himsell, so we
pass on.

1t was in 1877 that he came out from
Home and went to Mt, Peel Station, an
the Rangitatn River. At than time the
station was owned by the weli-known
Acland family, and Peel Forest was i
all 1s glory, full of glad wild life.
Tha tul, pigeon, moko-moeke ar hell-
bird, the kaka, cannvy, whitchead and
many other lovely birds dwolt in 1ts
branches. ‘1 had great experience dur-
ing the time that I was auv Peel Sta-
tion in fOnding the nests of mauy
species,”” said our friend, “Tho thice
species of parrokects were  extremely
numerows. The yellowhead, redhead,
and deep orange-coloured head distin-
puish the three species  respectively.
The kingtisher was very plentitul, huild-
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ing its Test in the clay banks of the
nver. It is an altegether differont
gpecies from the Home kiughsher, being
a tar larger bird. There werp at that
time ‘still several white herens frequent-
ing the banks of tha Rangitata River,
and on the lugoous adjoumng the river
were two speeies of the grobe, viz.,
the Inrge-crested grebe and the sialler
speetes, now  greatly diminished in
pumbers. The coming of the black swan
has almost cleared the infand lakes of
these most interesting birds.

“The black swan wias introduced by
Sir George Grey and Sir Walter Buller,
and it is uadenbtedly a very destruc-
tiva bird and effers a great problom tor
solution. This bird nests three or four
times a year, bringing off from live to
goven oEgs, setting on them from 26 to
23 days. By their prolific number the
black swans clear off the white swans,
whto have no chanes against thewr
hiordes. The white swan is a slow
breeder, bringing off Ler brood onece a
voar instoad of three tines as does her

lack rival, Here, in New Zealand,
tho black swans have no natural ene-
mies, as they have in Australia, where
water-snakes, eagles and the black
natives keep them down., The black-
fellow in Australia, when snaring the
black swan, stands in the water and
swims about for hours at a time. He
covers his lhead with a mnss of reeds
and greon growth, and seeing this tho
birds coma to feed on the tangle, when
he immodiately adroitly catches them,
strangling them under water. ‘The
black swans are long-lived birds, so
that thesn facts considered it is guito
easy to undersiand how it is that they
are here in such hordes.

“There is another bird besides the
black swan that comes from Austra-
ia."” obsorved our friend; “the shiny
ciickon, which ealls at night. It 1s a
very different hird, with a theroughly
different ecall, from the Homo cuckon.
The Eurepean cuckoo is ane of 136
speeies of cuckons known to arnitholo-
gists,  The cuckeo is migratory and
parasitic, The little grey warbler, or
the rivo-viro, is the tosler parent in
New Zealand of both species.  The
cuckon's eges ave oceasionally found in
othor hirds' nests. Tha New Zealand
cuckoo is ahout the size of a thrush;
it has n tail from 10 to 12 inches long;
tha tai! feathers are of o rieh brawn,

beautifully striped with black.”

“Will you give us a note on the
kenalkn 7 we asked Mr, Smith,
" e replicd. “The

“With pleasure,
kuska of ?\'nw Zonland is a wader and
migrites every vear from Siberia, right
across the world. It stops in many
}ﬁncm for food. Defore setting out it
oetls well and heocomes very fat. It
starts from Siberia just bhefore the win-
Ller biegins and completes its journey to
New Zealand so as to arrive while the
weather hera is warm.'

“The tui, or parson bird, has some
olorious notes,’” supid Mr, Smith. It
15 an early riser and starts its sonpg
hefore it 1s light, and continues it unt
late m the evening. The Mnoris in
days pono by caught the tui with
numerous flax snares. They speared the
pigeon. The spears wers from 12it. to
157t. in length, and very supple. They
wera made of tawa woc:rfr. A number of
Maoris Set out together on  pigeon-
spearing expeditions; they trailed their
spears behind them, and at certain sea-
sons of the year, when tho pigeons
camo to fecd on tawa berries, mire her-
ties, and kohe kehe herries (a largp
plam-like berry) the birds ware so ox-
cepdingly tame that they had no diffi-
culijes in spearing them in their thous-
ands. The Mazoris, in those days, Fm»
ted them down in large calabashes,
made from the pumpkins, and ate them
with ltumeras and potatoes—the Jatter
aftor Cook's timo. They also potied
the duecks and the tuis.”
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“Turning from notes oh birds and

hird-life, will you tell us how many
species  of butterflies New Zealapd
has ?"

“Thera arc twenty species in New
Zealand, but one of the twenty 1s cos-

mopolitan,” safd Mr. Smith, “There
A sOMe Seventy species in Fagland,”
ho added,  “Ssme of theso butterflies
and mothe aro interdependent with
plaut life.

"9The finest groen math in the world
ocenrs in New Zealand, The lenpth of
its wings from tip to tip Is sometines
fiva inches,  lts Fﬂl'nn larvae feeds by
boring mto the trunks of trees.  While
wn speak of interdependence we may
mention the Spheria Robertsii, or vege-
tating caterpillar,  The ereature s
root feeder, antd the ripe fungus eosts
ite innumerable spoves over the prond,
dropping it everywhere, and the caters
pillar when ferding picks wp rome of
the spores nnknowingly, which germin-
ate in the intestines, and the rants de-
velop in the hody of the insert, enn-
anming the whola of the viseera. By
this time the fungus is ripe and the
spares are ready for easting.  The nn.
fortunate inseet dics hy a slow torture.
The cieadas, a large species of ericket,
s alse attacked By oa [nmpeus. which
grows in nrovisely the same way."”

T aNe doubt van have sverwhelming
evidenens of the influenee of environs
ment on the inseet world, My, Smith,”

we mall

v()f ite influence on every  living
thing,'!" answered our friend,  “Take
inte ennsideratmon, for mstanes, e

humbla hee at Iome and aul here, At
home the littn ereaturs is guite hayme-
less. Here it is not so. for it euts the
hacks of the pods of the beans to ex-
tract the nectnr, It also attarks the
bypcinth flower and cuts it at the back
af the flower-stalk, There are, by the
by, threo species of humble bees natur-
alised in New Zealand,  The honey
boe out here goes wild, and stores up
wild honey in tho boles of trees. Tons
of this honey are colleeted in the sen-
son by the Maoris and the sestlers.”

TH, DECEMBER 30, 1916
A CHAT WITH THE CURATOR

WITH A WONDERFUL OBSERVER.
(By an Enghish Visitor to N.Z.
E. M. Story). ’

L diseovered him working away in
Pukeknra Park, of which he is curator,
The niorning sun was shiniog down on
all sorts and vonditions of men and wo.
men in New Zealund, but T am confident
that the Dominion does not coutain a
more ghservant or reverent student of
Nature than Mr, W. W, Smith. As
modest as the great Sir Iswac Newton;
as  gentle  amd  thorough as G'llberf,.
White, of Selborne: as trutbful and
painstakingly aceurate as Richard Jef-
fries; as wide in the scope of his inter-
ests ds Profossor Owen, and valued by
New Zealand so little that he, with ail
his crudition, with all his painstaking
first-and worl, with all his ;lccmnulntj
ed stores of personally-nscertained fact
is actually employed in  doing work
which an illiterate, musculdr laborer
could probably do as well, and not only
so, but his careful seientific researel and
experiments are allowed to lapse or be
but strugglingly waintained  because,
forsooth, the small means necessary to
continue them are not fortheaming!

Yet how New Zealand can u}wutfu-.-ur
what she means to do in the futite in



the cause of science that she may be
advaneed fo w place among nutions!
Here, in New Plymoutl, is a truly won-
derful man—one to whom miny scerels
of Nature are revealed; a man, more
over, with whom to spend an hour is to
regeive sueh an insight into the heart
of Nature’s workings that one reelizes
that having cyes there has hitherto
been no sight, that having ears there
hag yet been no hearing, until this hour
came.

In a poor, meun littic cottage in the
Park this reverent scientist and natur-
alist works. Ile bas nene to help him,
for the day laborer and the lad who
constitute his “stafl” have enouph to
do, and are fittingly employed in labor-
ing in the grounds. It is a folly over
which the angels might well weep that
sces  wasted on  this work one who
should be Lonored, esteemed and placed
in a position where he would at least
be froe to observe, refleet and put be-
fore the humble-minded, who are worthy
to sit at the feet of Wisdom, hiz im-
pressions,  “Of whom the world was
not worthy,” is the epitome I, at least,
select. for this man’s life, eharaster and
achievements,

Bear with me, oh dear short-sighted
New Zealand, if 1 point out that in any
otiler country under the sun Mr. W, W
Smith wowld long ago have been recow
nised as 4 man of mind, 2 man of jower,
a wonderful observer. a seholar and a
gentleman, a Jeader i seientific diseoys
ery, #nd of advanced thought. This
man should be treasured as one of New
Zealand’s oreatest assets, aml truly his
fame Das gone out to the omle of the
eurth,  In the world's great capitals,
the name and Inbors of W, W, Smith ure
well known,  Letters come to him from
eminent seivntists and naturalists in all
lagds, asking his opinion on a hundred
il one moot points, e replies, lut
his eareful wml stholarly answers must
needs be written while others sleep, for
our great man is opaid the wage of a
faborer and works with spade and hoe
Tor his daily bread.

Anmong the seven abominations that

Sclomon, the wise Enstern suge, snw
under the sun was  that of “heg

gars on horseback and princes walking”
There are fo-day many impoverished
minds whose owners drive about in mo-
tor-cars and spend money freely, while
a princo among men, such ag Mr, W, W,
Smith, is hard put to it to buy mate
ritls to enable him to earry on his in-
valuable work for the benefit of man-
kind.

The true history of the progress of a
nation has ever heen the history of her
great men, ler individualists, and it is
via such men that a nation ARRIVES,
When T return to the Homeland and
am asked to name one of the men who
has most interested me in this country
duving my atay of some eightoen
months, my answer will at onee be My
W. W. Smith, of New Plymouth,” ard if
T were an autoerat for but an hour,
possessed  of autoeratic power and
wealth, I would immediately exercise
my auntoeracy to levy the sum of £10,-
000, which I would place in the hands
of Mr. W. W, Smith that.he might use
it ag his wisdom awd judgment should
dictate for purposes of qesexrel and
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otherwise, hut absolutely as he thought

best. 1i is no sceret that Mr. W. W,
Smith  has in his possession many-

scripts which he  has written, diaries
kept through long years of truined and
scientific  observation which wauld e
given to the world were the funds, for
publication available. With £10,000 at
his disposal and a free hand Mr. Smith
would be able to give his undivided at-
tention to observation and experiment,
and to seeure for the Dominion and the
civilised world inealeulable wealth of
the highest kind. Nor would the money
be other than a wise investment. There
would be nothing of, a speculative na-
ture about it; the yield would be sure
and certain. It is to our men of science
that we are indebied for the millions
secured by commerce which they have
made possible, and industrial New Zea-
land would find that in Mr. Smith's
soundly-based theories there ig unlimit-
ed gold.

“If you are not too busy, Mr. Smith,
would you spars me hall-an-hour for a
chat," I asked, as he stood on the path
o whieh he had been working, Gra-
ciously ho assented, and together we
walked to the cottage behind the tea
kiosk in Pukekura Park.

“What ean 1 talk of that would in-
terest vou,” he asked kindly and simply.

“Of New Zealund's lizard,” 1 answer-
ed, “which you mentioned on the first
oceasion that 1 saw you.”

“Phe tuatars,” he sald, “the oldest
gpecies of existing lizard. It js nol now
to be found on the mainlamd, you know,
but ouly ou the outlying islands.”

“No, 1 did not know; 1 wanted to
know, and that’s why T've come to you,”
1 answered,

Te smiled, and eontinued: "It lives in
burrows in the sand, and rocky outlying
islands, chiefly in the Bay of Plenty. 1
ranges i Jeneth from 12 inehes fo 20
inches, aceording to age. Unfortunate-
ly il becume a prey to the dealers, and
gome of the islands have heen depleted.
Within 1he lust few years Government
action Doz Deen taken to preserve the
guatara from merciless marauders,

“The most interesting historical fea-
ture of the replile is its peculiar struge-
pure ol its oreat age geclogically. I
enma frowm the Jurassie period. 1t might
well wnd tenthfuily  say, 3f it eould
speak ‘I am the heir of all the ages’
Professor  Thomas  condueted o long
series of experiments, and was fairly
suceessiul. One of the life-habits of the
tnatara i¢ that it shares ihe hole it
burrows with the mutton-bird, one of
several species of petrel These strange
companions amicably share the same bur-
row! The lizards are absolulely harm-
lesg, and the birds, of conrse, know it
The tuatara livex on earth worms and
tes.  Where the birds are nesting there
is gencrally o strong smell, whielr at-
tracts the flies, and these bevome the
food of the lizard. The creature itself
is of o bluish-grey. The late Professor
Parker said thal the tuatara and the
kiwi are New Zealand’s grandest pos-
sessions,  Professor Dendy, laie of Can-
terbury College, whey experimented with
the lizard, has written a paper dealing
with the creature’s third, or penal, eye
Unquestionably the tuatara's isolation
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from the mainland has contributed to
its freedo_m from cnemies, and go to its
preservation,  From eaquiries T lave
made among Maoris,” said Mr, Smith,
“the dizard las dor leng been nbsent
from the mainland.” '

“You have mentioned the kiwi” Mr.
Smith; “would you wmind telling me
romiething of its habits?” T asked.

“The kiwi," he said, “is one of the
greatest problems known to ornitholo-
gists, 1t iz the only living represen-
tative of the great moa. Owing to its
diminutiveness compared with the meon,
it took to a life in the bush, and in do-
ing so it hecamu ‘aptevous,” that s, it
lost the wse of its wings, The dense
bush protected it from enemies and gave
it abundance of food, and so its wings
fell into desnetwde, [t has o very long
Dill.  In my opinion the long bill was
evolved by its methods of procuring
food, probing deep in the earth for
worms, and in the decayed prostrate
logs of the bush, to obtain grubs and
the insects on which it largely subsists,
The rudimentary wings are gbout two
inches in Jength, and quite hidden ander
the Jeathers and wseless for purpeses of
locomotion or defence.  Its only means
of defence and offence is that of kick-
ing. The legs are powerfully developed.
I experimented one night with two
kiw®, puiting twe domestic fow] in
with them. When the kiwis came out
in the evening=-they are birde of strict-
ly noeturnal habits—it was remarkable
to wateh them, The cockerels in the
yard, when they saw the long bill of the
kiwi coming out, became very unensy
and strutfed to and fro, uttering remon-
strances of surprise and disgust, The
bigrer kiwi rushed at one of the cock-
erels, and pave it o good tap on the
head; the kiwi rushied up to the eock:
erel, striking powerinlly with its feet,
and T bad to go in and stop them; The
kiwi is almost bldd, having very small
eyes and o short sight. Tt possesses an
extrewmely acute sense of seent and a
delicate sensibility in the beak., 'The
nostrils are situnted bencath the tip of
the beak, which enables it to find its
food both on the surface and beneath..
With regard to the nesting of the kiwi,
T sueeeeded in getting it to lay eges
1 had a very line, handsome female kiwi
aiven me by Mr. Newton King,  She
witd  Tastidions  abont  a mate, anml
ikods o fact that the first intended mate
that 1 introduced to her she almost
killed!  Perbaps his zeent displeased her,
The second introduction was, in the be-
ginning, almost as unsatisfactory, as
she ponished him by giving him o thor
oueh thrashing,  However, after the
tlrashing  the {wo became reconciled,
and they mated.  They had been matel
Lhirce months when che aid two eogs
One was Jaid a week after the other,
Belore laying the egps the pair dug n
pit in the floor of the ¢lay house. The
pit was so dug that the cavity was of
a dome shape, that giving the mreatest
case to the setting birds—by the by, it
is the wale bird that sets——as the shape
of the nest admits of his turning round
wnd moving hig position on the cges at
will.  The eggs are buried for one
third of their depth in 1he <oil nt the
bottom of the mest, and the wale bird
sets most of lis Lime across them, e



is mueh smaller than the fomale, He
sat twenty-eight davs and bronght out
one ¢hick, and on the following day
another—little pure white flufly erea-
tures, with pinkish hills. 1 had pro-
cured earthworms for’ them and grubs,
and they were no sooner hatched than
they began to run about. The male
Bivd, ufter liis long inactivity, was most
wiserably emacinted, and ate enormous
quantities of food. When the cggs were
hatehed the mother bird at once took
possession of the chicks and reared them
to maturity. 1 have seen the ehicks
sitting elose aguinst her, but not actu-
ally wathered under her. T have also
seen the mother bird prod for worms,
which when she bad sceured she drop:
ped on the surfuee for the yvoung ones,
When one of the kiwi chicks was half
arown T went to the house to show it
to o friend. when I discovered that it
was dead, its jugnlar vein having been
coverard by a weasel!  You ean imagine
my feelings, It is ai least satisfactory
to me that T trapped the ereature that
had made a vietim of the young kiwi. I
eaptured it by employing o method
adopted by gamekeepers at Home. 1
procured o tile, about Idin wide, and
placed some food on the cenbre, and at
ench end of the tile T sank a rat trap
The weasel eame for the food, and start.
od Lo run off with it, and so entered one
of the traps!

“T reared the other kiwi; he’s running
aboub in the park now, It fakes lalf-
a-pound of fresh meat per day to feed
o kiwi, and so I wasg obliged to free
him, to save the cost. When [ was
rearing the young ones, T used to go in-
to their place, taking with me a dim
light, and 1 would sit and wateh them
for an hour or so, observing their habits,
1 have sat down on a seat only slightly
raised from the ground, without moviny
i the least, and with my knees ad o
slight ansle, and the birds have come
and prodded me over, and mounted on
ta me. As they prod they utter a loul
snifl. A factor that contributes to the
pase with which they fiml their way in
the darkuness is the mumber of long
black hairs disposed around the beak.
These hairs get as feelers and cnable
thoir owners to guuge the nearnesa of
gurrounding objects.

STt required five months for the one
remaining kivé to arrive at its full
growth, Tt lost its white covering—ils
clickhood-—n about ten weeks, and then
it boeame covered with hairy feithers
of a soft hrowny-black.”

“You mentioned that the kiwi is re-
Inted to the maea, Mr. Smith”

“Ypar bhere, ds oa Jarge nomber of
apecies of mong the kiwi s the most
dimtuntive form.  The moas range Irom
the kiwl through w large number of
speeios up to fourteen feet in height
The moas attained their highest develop
ment in Uhe Pleistocens Age. Trom that
period they began to diminish, though
extremely slowly, in numbers, through
the Mioeene and DPliocene Ages, up fo
the Ouaternary, which is, of conrse, the
age of man. There is a wide range of
opinion amongst :sg-.iuntti%a nas to what
led up 1o the extinelion of the moa,
Bome of the scientists eontended that
ihe Maori knew nothing of the moa,
These scientists and their theories are
now as oxkinel g the moa, New faets
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are forthcoming duily proving that the
mon lived within the last 250 years, 1t
flonrished in the Alhury distriet contem-
lmrﬂnpnﬂﬁty with the Maroi. It was in
ihis locality that unnuestionably the
lateab of the moas persisted.

It is 28 years ago that the late Wir
Walter Duller sent me to explore the
Albary distriet for moa bones, At that
!;unu contract  plonghmen were plonghe
ing the downs on the estate, and every
day they turned np lerge quantitios of
man bones, . Sone of the  skelolons
were more or Jess perfeet, and other
lots were only portions of a skeleton, as
those parts of the bivd bad been re-
moved,  This wis probably due to the
mon finbers, I was able to make a
lrge and valuable vollection of mixed
hones for Sie Walter Buller . Some of
them were afterwards sobmitted to Sir
Richard Owen—Dbetter known as Profes-
S0 Dhwens Amongst the numerous bones
wits one which he thought wus a new
apecies, amd wonld have named it after
Sir Walter  Buller but  the remaining
porticns  of  the skeleton were not
antongst those submitted. There were,
among e bowes that I eolleeted, six
or seven distinet speeies, including somg
of those of the clephant-footed moa,
whith was a speeies of muassive strue-
Lure!

“low do you account for the bones
of the moa being found in 80 many
places so wide apart, Mr. Smight” |
asked.

“Quite simply,” he replied. “ieavy
birdg would wade into the swamps and
perish in large numbers. Then Hoods
coming—there was ten times the amount
of rain we have now-—would carry away
the dead moag and deposit. their bodies
in all parts,  For example, they oceurs

red in vastk  numbers in  Glenmark
swamp, and in the swamps near
Onmarw.  The country around Glen:

mark and Oamaru, where the great des
posits of bones oceurred, is almost iden
tical in  gengral configuration.  The
lirgest deposits have ocenrred in lime:
stone districts, It is important, in this
conneetion, to note these matters, Glen-
mark, Oamaru and Albury are limestone
districts.

“During the summer months some of
the birds would stray high up into the
mountiing feeding, where I've no doubt
thoy were at times overtaken by snow-
storms, and perished, owing to their be-
ing unable to descend {o the lower coun-
try, The shepherds have often discov-
erod their bodies on the mountain sides
Throughout the Tertiary period there
wig o greater humidity, and the gen-
eral vegetation wag extremely rank, and
om this, of course, the mon subsisted
Whon collecting the moa bones we cnres
fully forked deeply arvound the place,
and. we always found quantitics of
gizard stones, some of them two inches
i length, rounded and smooth and
thoroughly polished. These atones from
the gizard were left in little Leaps, just
whers  the skeleton was turned up.
When the ploughmen were ploughing the
new ground, near the Tenguwa Gorge,
on the Albury estate, they turned up
some of the Muoori ovens, where we
wore able to collect enormous quunti-
ties of moa bomes, We also collected
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a number of Maori axes and adzes, some
of wreenstone, bone needles, made of
mon and Maori bones, The latter are
now in the ‘Buller Collection” in the
Colopie] Munseum, .

“fp the Albury district therc is a con-
siderable number of limestone caves, in
whieh the moa hunter dwelt for ages.
The wallg of the eaves are covered wi'th
grotesyue figures aod rock paintings, in-
cluding figures of moa eggs, taniwhas,
ote,, and mumerous other illustrations of
life in that period. T have an idea
that these hunters furmed some species
of mon, The moa-farmer wonld be
eareinl to scleet the species with refer-
ence bo the number of eges, and to the
meat. for nse ag a ‘tahle bird’”

1 looked ab my wateh, T looked at
it aternly, resenting its tell-tale habits!
For & time, at least, T had lived baek
in the days of moa-romanee, hefore life
meant more than “going to the pie-
tures”



1917

E. H. Tribe resigned his position as secretary of the Board of Trustees. Tribe felt that the Board were
not forward thinking, yet he objected to the Board wanting to install electric lights in the curator’s
cottage, thinking this was an unnecessary expense. When the chairman questioned his standing in the
committee, Tribe walked out.

In 1917 the old Carrington Road was renamed Victoria Road and the portion of Holdsworthy Road
which formed the southern boundary of the park was officially handed over to the Park Board.

Two improvements made during the year were the replacement of the wooden landing steps in front
of the Band Rotunda and the replacement of the wooden culvert which formed the Mirror Waterfall
by the old Lily Pond (Hatchery Lawn). Both structures were replaced with concrete counterparts.
Frank Messenger donated the designs.

An addition to the amenities of the Park was a hot water fountain located by the Band Rotunda. This
supplied hot water for people making a cup of tea and was donated by C. H. Burgess.

Another addition to the park was the initial palm tree plantings on what is now Palm Lawn. Supplied
by Clement Wragge of Auckland. In 1916 Wragge had visited New Plymouth as part of a speaking
tour and had commented on the fact that Pukekura Park would benefit from a planting of palm trees.
The Board must have heeded his advice and ordered some from him. Wragge owned Waiata Tropical
Gardens which was a well-known visitor attraction. It is believed there are four trees from that
planting that that still grow in the park. 2x Livistona australis (cabbage-tree palm), 1 x Howea
forsteriana (kentia palm) and 1 x Phoenix rupicola (cliff date palm).

A pergola was constructed by the Sports Ground. It was 8 feet high, rising to 13 feet in the centre.

Plant Donations:

Mrs Robertson, Avenue Rd, collection of flowering plant seeds; A packet of native plant seeds from
an unknown donor in the Kohuratahi district (Whangamomona area). Mr Morshead, nurseryman, 16
climbing roses to complete the rose pergola in the Sports Ground; valuable seeds from Mrs T.
Adams, Canterbury; seeds and plants form Mrs John Paton and Mrs Grant, both of New Plymouth.
Some well grown plants, natives of the Chatham Islands; native plant seeds from Ohakune, and
packets of seeds from Christchurch.
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Summary of significant events

. Holdsworthy Road at the southern boundary of the Park, became part of Park

. Wooden boat landing in front of Band Rotunda was replaced by concrete steps designed
by Frank Messenger
. The small wooden waterfall structure and basin near the Lily Pond was replaced with a

concrete one designed by Frank Messenger
. First planting of palms in Palm Lawn supplied by Clement Wragge of Auckland
. Electric lights installed around part of the main lake
. Hot water fountain installed behind Band Rotunda
. Bequest from C. W. Govett, £100
. E. H. Tribe resigned as secretary, replaced by Alfred Grey
. A pergola was constructed by the Sports Ground.

Mirror Waterfall - Hatchery Lawn (Puke Ariki
PH2011-2164). Undated Photographic postcard of
Syd and Norm Lovell.
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TDN, JANUARY 9, 1917
CURATOR UNDER-VALUED

We hope with the Tnalish visitor who
irurneyed to New Plymwath recently
that the New Zealand authorities will
vob sea fho wisdew of availing them-
selves of the fpunt of krowledze pos-
seseed by Me, W WL Smill to the bene-
fit af the present day poeople of the
Denninion and of the  generations tu
gome fwrites the Patean Prosa), 1t is
little shiort of a seandal that his wonder-
fui abilities and the vesuits of years of
seientifie research awd experiments are
not ntilised to the fnll. It iz wot too
lete yet for the authovities to wake up
aml make wmends for their oversiohl
end negleet in the pnst.

TH, JANUARY 10, 1917
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

1 his mountily repord submitied to
the wecwng ol e Pukekora Park
Board on Tuesday evemwng, Mr, S
V'eiey  Swnth preswling, the coracer,
At WO WL Riastly, stated bhat
staft  had  been | ewmployed  cloeny  1n
wowing  and  genera: waimienance of
the park.  Owing to the continuance
of the dry weasier i December, the
tree-Lerns  felv 18 eilect wmore than
othoer plants, aud some time was de-
voted daily to watermy them. A large
number ol visitors trequented the parlk
during the holiday season. The boats
were worked on a new system ol
charges and they were well patronised.
The returng were very =atisfactory.
Mxeept for the stoning of s group of
young ducks by some boys on Decem-
ber 16, und the {respass in a. motor-
ear on Decowher 31, the festive sea-
son passed pleasantly in tha park.

Lize

TDN, FEBRUARY 1, 1917
ELECTRIC LIGHTS

The Pukekura Park Doand deserve e
Uumks of the community lor ustalling
Ll electrie Fght for use nt concerty enl
on fele oecasions, The Beard hud deeid-

‘od to extemd the Tighting from the Cux-

tineton rond entravee to the wpper lake
aml instroctions for the work have bheen
given but unforlunately other urgent
work has ceenpied the eloelrie loht -taf)
ppd some days must clapse before Lhe
Bonrd's werk ean be undertaken, The
pitle from the Caeringbon  Read ex-
trance will be lighted by ordinary lamps,
The object of tha hand cencert this
evening is Lo pravice funda to weet the
cost of electrie lighting. Apuwt Tfrom
the mierits of ikis work the band de-
sepve special consideralion as it hie on
several ovensions during the past year
freely given the ground for other b
jects without parbieipating in prafits.

(8

cently domated £23.

TDN, JANUARY 19, 1917
PERGOLA NEXT TO SPORTS GROUND
HOT WATER SUPPLY

The members af the Pukekeia Park
Boerd met in the Pavle vesterday and,
with the enrator (Mr, W. W Smith)
and the Mayoress (Mrs, C. H Burgess),
went - over the grounds sud discussed
vavious improvements, that have been
proposed,  The Mayor recently donatol
£25 for the provision of hol waler in
the Park for picnickers, end the Board
decided vestorday to instal the serviee
just hehind the buna rotunds. The work
wil’ be put in hand at ence. Some wime
wae spent in the open space mear the
dhessing-shed adjoining  he  recrontion
grevnd, and heve it wos deaded Lo eroct
a pergola. Tree forns and ambling
reses will be planted. The Boatd would
be pleased if conntry residents whe have
tree-ferns at their disposal would com-
municate with the Board.

TH, FEBRUARY 1, 1917
DONATION FOR ELECTRIC LIGHTS

The secretary of the Pukekura Park
desires to acknowledge the reelint of
£9 from Mr. C. Potts, of the lmperial
Hotel, towards the cost of instaliing
the clectric light in the park.

BP"” BEORY

TH, MARCH 7, 1917
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The Pukeknra Park Board met on
, :

Tuesday evening, when there were pre-
sent: Messrs. 8, Perey Smith (chair-

man), R. Cock, H. Fard. W. I. Short,

R. €. Hughes. W. 1. Newman. . 1.
Bellvinger, and E. H..Tribe (secrotary),

An apology for absence was received
from dMr. €. H. Burgess.” ., .-

My, Messenger, architect, forwarded
a neat design for a concrete building
to shelter the water-heating. apparatus
for which.the Mayor (Mr. Burgess) re-
{ 1t was .decided
that, provided the Mayoress approves
of the praposed: building, its erection
be procaeded ayith, the cost not.To ex-
cead £320. '

The curator (Mr. W. W. Smith), in
the course of his report, stated that
the staff had dismantled and removed
the tin shed from the Sports Ground.
It would be necessary for the board to
decide the fate of, the small wooden
shed remaining there. The corrugated
iron’ and good - derviceable timber ob-
tained from the shed had been stored
for tuture use. They had- also, as
directed, removed the fence near the
shed and trimmied the treés.

The matter of the removal of the
wooden shed and the building of a more
snitable structure from~ the material
available was left in the hands of the
chairman and secretary to deal with.
In connection with the erection of a
SllITI:}"}(’l‘-IlCi'llFE‘.,_ over \\'Iii(’]ll t'osi*s_ conld
climb, in the place oceupied by the
old tin shed. it was decided that tho
visitors for the edsuing month  should
confer with the curator with a view to
proceeding with the work, which could
be carvied out with material available
in the park. :

The Commissioner of- Crown Tands
(My. G. H. Bullard) wrate, in counee-
tion with the transiey of pavt of Hols-
worthy Road io the board, that, in
compliance with their ‘request, stops)
wore being taken to have this area
added tn the Reereation Ground: and
eazettine. might apoear within the
next two or three weels,

The boat landing in frant of the hand
rotunda. was reparted fo be in o very
rotiom state.  An estimate will be oh-
tmined by the secretary for constriet-
ing lang conerete steps in front of the
votunda, to replace both the wooden
Iandings used at present.

107

The pavment of the, £35 oawing to
(lia Baroneh Council for installine elee-
trie Vehting round the lake was ‘men-
tioned. Tt was the intention of the
Clitizonsg' Band to aive 4 enncort to
eaise this money and it wes infinated
that this arerangement still held, A coni-
mittes, enngisting of the chairmon and
the speretary and Messes, Bellvingor
and Newman, was appointed to make
arpanoements for an evening coneert
in the parl. F .

The nexi meeting., it was vointed
mut, will " the pnnual meeting, and
it was docided to invite subseribers fo
attend.

The seeretary roported  that  there
was a eredit of €37 95 11d alter paving
acconnts passed at the last meeting.

PARK SPORTS CROUND.
PRESENT ARRANGEMENT
UNSATISFACTORY -

At the meeting of the Pukelura
Parle Board on Tuesday evening the
unsatisfactory condition of the Sports
Ground, of which the Technical Col-
lege now have the use in return for
keeping it in order, and means Dby
which this could he remediod. wern

discussed.
~ The Chairman (Mr. S. Percy Smith),
in introducing the matter: said he lad
coms to the conclusion that the ar-
rangement with the Technical College
would not work. They had done prac-
tically nothing and the pround was de-
teriorating every day.  The grass on
the hank wanted entting, as well as the
grass on the Sports Ground, He was
afraid it had been allowed to go so far
that merely c¢utting it would do no
good, and it wonld need plonghing and
plantinz  again..  Continuing.” the
spealter said he wus quite sure, from
reading TFnglish and colonial news-
papers, that betore the end of ghe year
thore was going to be a great dearth
of foed.  lLast year we bought wheat
from Canada, but this year none conld
be gol, owing to short ¢rops therve and
in other parts of Ameviea. In view of
this he proposed that the ground he
plonghed up and put n potatoes, or
something else which could be eaten,
and Iater sown in grass. There would
be a certain amount of profit in {his.
which wonld cover the vost of grassing,
At the present time cericketers and
foothallers who wonld erdinarily nse
the ground were awny at the front,

Mr. Tribe. expressed - hnmselt as boe-
ing in sympathy with what the chair-
man had said, He was in faveur of
plonghing the land.  Apart [vom the
value of the tond., 1t was the besi way
of cleaning the ground.

My, Bellvinger reminded the speakers
that potatoes were a very uncertain
crop, and Mr. Smith pointed out the
mevits of Indian corn as an alierna-
tive erop which could safely be grown.

Mr. Ford said the handing over of
the grouunds was agreed on just beiore
the hohdars, Since school resumed
My, Grey had been reorganising andd
Bad been out of town a greai deal of
the time. «

Me. Bellringer said that the sehool
had ent the grass before the halidays,
Butl since then nothing had heen done.

Mr. Hughes suggested  that  the
director of the college shoulil he noti-
fied that the board arve not satisfied
with the conditivn of the ground. and
invited to discuss the matter ai the
wext meoting of the board, The spealk-
pr also menlioned that this part of
the ground is the first to b seen hy
visitors and the unkempt appearance
of the terrnces produced an unfavour-
able impression, . ;

The board fnally decidesl to donsulg

with Mr. Grev as suzgestod,



TDN, MARCH 17, 1917
NEW HOT WATER FOUNTAIN

Afternoon  Tea—To celchraie the
opening of the new hot-waler system
that has been presented by the Mayor
(Mr. C. H. Burgess) to the Pukekura
Park for the use of the public. Mrs. C.
H. Burghss entertained the membors of
the Matrietic League to afternoon tea on
Thursday in the Park, Amongst those
present were: Mesdames O H. Burgesz,
. F. Blundell, Ewine, T. Blundell, W,
Ambury, Bowden, (. Neal, Austin, Dock-
vill, T, €. Sale, Oley, Eberlet, Bartley,
and Mis-es Sole, Norman, Rawson, God-
frov, Fabian, Goldwater, Peuart.

TH, APRIL 25, 1917
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD A.G.M.

The annual meeting of the Pukekura
Park Board was held at the Soldiers’
Club on Tuesday evening. There were
present : Messrs. 8. Percy Smith (in the
chair), W. L. Newman, C. K. Bellringer,
R. C. Hughes, and X. H. Tribe.

CURATOR’S RETORT.

Mre. W. W. Smith, curator, reported
that the staff for the greater part of
the month had been employed in the
general eleaning up and mamtenance of
the park. It was proposed to shortly
commence the extensive planting of
native trees and ferns in the park. Duc-
ing the month Mrs, Robertson, Avenue
Road, sont a collection of flowering
plant seeds to the patk, Mr. Morshead
sent a_guantity of bulbs, and a packet
of native plant seeds was received from
an anonymous donor in the Kohura-
tahi district.

IMPROVED BOAT LANDING.

Mr. Tribo submitted a sketeh plan
prepared by Mr. I, Messenger of pro-
posed conmcrete steps to replace the old
wooden stv.lpsa alongeide the lake, The
width of the proposed steps was 22ft,
the width of the existing steps being
6ft. The estimated cost was £23.

The Chairman suggested that the
mattor be allowed to stand over until
after the Park Saturday collections. '

This course was agreed upon, and it
was also decided to hold over for the
time being the erection of the necessary
building to house the hot avater plant,
the board being of opinjon that it would
be much better to put hoth works in
hand at the same time.

CHAIRMAN'S ANNUAL REPORT.

The Chairman, Mr, 8. Porey Smith,
presented his annual report as follows:

Thoe end of the present financial year
~-March 31—brings the history of the
Pukekura Park up to its fortieth smni-
versary; and no one will deny the splen-
did example the park offers of the public
spirit of the people of thoe province of
laranaki, and particularly of the town
of New Plymouth, to which it hears wit-
ness, Ior, from the \'erg bE{;irmIn_g, it
has been through the libdrality of the
gifts of the people that the park has at-
tained its present fame throughout Aus.
tralasia aa the most beautiful spot of ity
kind in these Southern Seas. We, of
this period, should never forget the ef-
forts of these who, by their foresight
and personal Iabonrs laid the foundations
that have brought about the present
esteem in which the park is held. Hap-

ily, there are with us still two mem-
,-Eers on the present board who took
actual part in the strenuous work of
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laying out and huilding up the result
we now see, while many have passed on
to the other side. Let us never forget
the debt we owe to these pioneers, o
by hard persenal Iabour with pick and
ghovel ‘started ‘the work on lines which
we — more modern members — have
merely had to follow'and complete ; com-

lete, that is, so far as it can’ be said to

e complete, for the time is not yet in
which it may be said “The work is
done’t In this connection ib, i3 not
necessary td mention names, for one of
our members op the present board Kasg
written and published a full account of
the park from the first mceptionwf the
idea, and therein given the credit to
those 10 whom it is due, Tt us hope
that at some future date that history
may appear in a more permanent form.
The marble tablet in the park itself
racords the names of those who have
been its chief benefactors from a finan-
cial point of view, bul at the samo time
it has a tone of melancholy about it,
for it only mentions the names of the
dead. .

The bearers of those names have set
an example which others might follow.
Mauy of our prosperous fellow-settlers
might ‘do as those departed benefnctors
have done and remembar the park in
their wills; and thue in process of time
an endowment fund wonld accumulatoe
that would enable the hoard to carry on
without the constant anxiety of trying
to make both ends mect. During the
past year another name hag been added
to the tablet, that of Mrs. Hulke, who
left to the park a sum of £100 under
eonditions implying that only the inter-
est on it 18 to be used. This is a first
step towards such an endowment as in-
dicated above, and let us hope it may
be followed by others in the same direc-
101

That an increased revenus is neces-
sary is constantly berne in on the board.
Improvements that would enliance the
attractiveness of the grounds have fre-
quently to be postponed or abandoned for
want of the wherewithal to carry them
out, and with the limited means avail-
able the board can do little more than
keep the more prominent parts of the
grounds in decent order, with an ocea-
sional trifling tmprovement here and
thewe.  Naturally, the whole of the
future, so far as improvements are con-
cerncd, depends on the question of in-
creased funds. Possibly we may ook
forward to some aid in this divection
when the whole of the Avenue Road
sections belonging to the borough are
let, for the Act under which those
lands are disposed of allocates the rev-
enue to the public parks of the town,
Bat the time must come when our
follow-citizens will have to consider the
necessity of taxing themselves to pro-
vide funds for the upkeep and im-
provement of the various places of pub-
lic recreation that are siowly develop-
ing in and around our town. A very
small municipal rate which the rate-
payers would not feel would place ail
the governing bodics in a positipn to
carry out many desired improvements;
and such o course would oblige many
who now contribute nothing to do their
share in adding increased attractive-
ness to the town.,

1t may be convenient to state short-
Iy, for the benefit of those interested
in the park, the sources of revenue
current at the present time, leaving
the detailed account to be derived from
the annual accounts.

In the first place the Borough Coun-
il makes us a grant of £150, Then
wo have 4 number of annual subserib-
ers (exactly 100 last year) at various
rates varving from five ghillings to two

108

guineas, producing last year £65 1s 4d,
The annual amount derived from
‘Pukekura Park Saturday.,” which
last year came to £109 55 3d, a very
handsome contribution considering the
many calls on the people just now on
account of the war. There ave. acca-
sional contributions frem  visitors
to the park, but very much fewer than
might be expected, and the annual
amount derived from this source iz very
emall, Trom rents we receive £33,
and from other sources sumns, which
with the balance brought forward,
made our revenue £330, leaving a de-
ficit at the end of the year of £26, after
deducting Mrs, Hulke’s legacy, which
will be invested shortly, with liabilities
in addition of £33, se that we are to
the bad some £61.

Improvements that have been mades
during the year consist 1n opemng up
of sokie vistas through the overgrown
vegetation, notably on the path leading
from the Carrington Road entrance,
where the tlearing has allowed of some
pretty views over the lower lake. The
removal of the old dressing shed near
the sports ground and the clearance of
overgrown and not ornamental shrubs
has also allowed of preity views over
the same lake, seen under the brariches
of trees, than which nothing more en-
hances the beauty of a view. From
time to time more might be done in
the opening up of vistas where the so
doing does not destroy valuable trees.
The few that have been made certainly
enhance the charm of the grounds,
“The slectric.lighting has been carried
up to the' band rotunda wad extended
round the lower part of the largest
lake, making it possible on dark nights
for visitors to walk about and stiil ens
joy the music of the hand on the ocea-
sions when 1t plays. . A little gravel-
ling has been done on the worst parts
of the paths, but very much more has
1o be accomplished in that direction he-
fore they are in a state for comfortable
walking after rain. Some of the seals
from the sports ground have been util-
ised in various parts of the park, such
as at paints of interest and where views
may be obtained ; others have been o~
ranged round the band rotunda, which
supply there a long-felt want. ]

Through the generosity of his Wor-
ship the Mayor the board has now in
hand—to be cempleted in a week or
iwo—an up-te-date hot water supply
for the use of the public on gala occa-
gions, and for those pienicing in the
grounds, a want that has been much
folt hitherto. IPreparations are being
made to erect on the site where mar-
guees usually stand when functions
iake place on the sports ground & large
rustic summer-house, to he covered
with roses and other flowering plants,
where the people ecan take their teas
in the shade, in comfort, and with
pleasure. It is contemplated when
funds are available, to have a second
Lot water supply close to this erection,
and to build a small but picturesque
building near there whercin to store
geats and other paraphernalia used in
the tea-arhour.

The coming year, it is hoped, will
see the proposed mew lich-gate erect-
ed at the Vogeltown entrance, which
is at present not worthy of that grow-
ing suburh. : i

The grounds themsclves, in the parts
most used hy the publie, have been kept
in goad repair, but it is regreftable
that the great length of paths—some-
where about three-quarters of a mile in
length—have, through want of funds,
been allowed to deteriorate; so that



many pretby parts of the parlk are rare-
ly seen now by the public. Under the
‘urator’s care the large bhed of roses
near the tea-ropoms exhibited a very
fine sizht in the scason, as did those
near the lower lake. In connection
with this subject attention is drawn
to the numerous acts of vandalism
committed by a few unscerupulous indivi-
duals (supposed to be frequently chil-
dren) who without thought of the pleas-
ure they are depriving others of, fre-
quently pick flowers, or destroy them.
‘People who do so would be shocked to be
termed thieves, But they are so.pever-
theless. It s most annoying to the
board and. the curator that the care
devoted to the beautifying and im-
proving of the grounds should thus be
nullified by the selfishness of a few per-
_5\.‘}118.

The boating on tho largo lake has
been placed under new conditions and
is  working satisfactorily. The tea-
rooms continue to attract a large num-
her of people in the season, but the
building is sadly in, want of rogovat-
ings. !

During the coming year it is hoped
to extend the electric lighting along
one of the main paths of the park,
{eading to the Carrington Road en-
trance from the band rotunda. Alse,
if funds permit, to make a mew boat
landing opposite the band rotunda of a
more psrmanent character than that
now perishing there. It is to be hoped
that means will be found to complete
the new lake commenced some years
ago, for it has nnPabﬂiﬁr\s of beanty
surpassing many of the existing ones.
The hill paths ought to be repaired and
made more easy of perambulation by
visitors, and more gravelling done on
the main paths. The tea-rcoms, the
curator’s cottage, and other buildings
sadly want painting and repair,

The accomplishment of all these
things depends on the response of the
public at our next ‘‘Pukekura Park
Saturday’'—the people have never
failed us yet, and, notwithstanding the
many calls on the publie pocket in these
strennous timés of war, it is Thoped
they will not do so this next time.

The Sports Ground.—The abeve name
is now somewhat of a misnomer, for,
through various canses, football and
oricket have departed, partly no doubt
due to the absenee of our young men
at the {rent. So far as foothall is con-
cerned the contre of activity has been
moved from New DPlymouth, and the
guestion arises, will it ever return?
Some years ago a considorable portion
of onr revenue was derived from that
source, and its cessation caunsed much
embarrassment to our finances, even-
tuating in the institution of the ‘‘Puke-
kura PPark Saturday” to -supply the
deficiency. The grounds éwere leb to a
body of young men some’time ago with
the idea of placing them under the
management of those more in touch
with sports; and under their supervis-
ion extensive improvements werc made
at a considerable cost. But the re-
moval  of the centre to other paris

caused their revenue to so fall off that.

they could not fulfil thejr obligations
to this board.  While sympathising
with the lessces on account of the loss
of the sport, and of their monetary
loss, the board had to take back the
grounds into their own hands.' The
result has not been satisfactory, for in
the absence of any revenue {rom the
ground itself our means do not allow
of keeping the place up as it should he;
our small staff is indeed unegual to
keeping up the other parts of the park,
without the addition of the sports
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ground. To tide over this difficulty ar-
rangements were made during the past
vear with the authorities of -the Tech-
nieal College to take over the ground
and keep it in repair. So far this
scheme has not been successful, and
possibly the arrangement will have to
be terminated. The  writer's own
view is that the ground will have to be
laid down afresh, g it is to hp used
again for sports. But this raises the
guestion® are we justified in.so doing,
since the removal of football sports to
another place? In view of tho prob-
nble scarcity of faod producing crops
before the end of ‘the year, the writer
thinks the whole area should be de-
voted to producing some crop; at any
rate for the ensuing year; and this if
properly done would leave the ground
i good condition for again laying
down in grass, and, after covering ex-
penses, any profits mighy be devoted to
the Red Cross or other patriotic fund,

_In concluding this report, the board's
sincere thanks are tendered to those
who have assisted us_through the year;
to his Worship the Mayor for the hot
water appliances; to the lady Mayoress
for advice and suggestions in reference
to thé proposed rose arbour; to the
many people who have contributed
plants, ete.; to the Citizens’ Band for
entertainment given in the park; to
the elecirical staff for the installation
of the electric light; and particularly
to the lady directress aud the large
number of young lddies who made the
collection on last “‘Pukelura. Park Sat-
urday” ; to our annual subseribers; to
the press for efficient assistance often
given; to our hon. secretary for his
onerous work, and to the cwrator for
lis care of the park.

The. personnel of the board remains
the same as last year, except that Mr,
C. E. Bellringer has been appointed by
the Governor in place of Mr, F, P,
Corkill resigned. One of our members,
Mr, C. H. Drew, is on leave, and at
present is serving his country in the
Flying Corps in Europe.

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS.

_The statement of receipts and expon-
diture for the vear ended on Mareh 81
showed tatal receipts amounting to £550
45 11d, including Park Saturday strect
collection £109 s 3d, annual subscrip-
tions £65 1s 4d-—£174 .63 7d, Borough
Council subsidy £150, and spetinl dona-
tions £186 12s. After meeting expen-
diture. including wages amounting to
£863 1s 6d, there was a balance of
£76 0s 7d.

In reply to questions the secretary
said the special donations were made up
as follows:—Mrs, Walker £5, Mr, C.
H. Burgess £25, T. N. Maunder £1 5s,
estate Inte Mrs. Hulke £100, Mr., €.
Potte £2, Messrs. H. and W. Westan
£2 9,

During the discussion it was peinted
out that altheugh the bank balance
showed ‘a credit of £70 odd, this was
not the actual pesition of the finances
of the board. The legacy of £100 from
the late Mrs. Hulke had been ineluded
in the dorations, but this had to bo
invested at the very first opportunity,
so that with outstanding accounts in
addition amounting to £30 the boarid
actually had a debit of £60.

The report and balance sheet were
approved., )

FEMALE LABOUR,

Miss M. M. Garrett, of Auckland,
wrote that she had heard that the board
was thinking of engaging female labour
in the park. She asked for particulars
as to duties, and added that her sister
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and herself would accept positions.

The secretary reported having replied
to the effect that the board at present
at any rate had not thought of employ-
ing female labour in the park.

GENTERAL,

.- 'The, question of effecting necessary
repairs to the tea kiosk was referred
to Mr. Tribe with power to act.

The chairman’s action in authorising
temparary lahour in the })nrk NCCRSSITY
owing to the illness of Mr. R. Old was
confirmad. ) vy e

"The guestion of arranging for Park
Saturday was left. with My Hughes,
members heing of opinion that the col-
lections. should be made. at ‘an early
date. . 4 :
The chaiman reported that the sum-
mor house BHear the sports ground was

being proceeded with, and mentioned

that suflicient roses had been promised
to plant' the whole thing.-

Tt was decided to instruct the staft
4o prepare a piveo of groind “to grow
faod for the birds. The clinirman point-
ed out that last yoar the hoard expend-
ed €7 95 under this head, and seeing
that they had the land available he
thought they should utilise it and save

this expenditure.

TH, MAY 3, 1917
COUNCIL NOMINEES FOR BOARD
lepresentatives on Pukekura Park

oard.——Councillors Collis, Hayden anc
Short.

TH, MAY 9, 1917
Pukekura Park Board Meeting

The Board of Trustees of Pukekurs
Park met on Tuesday night, Present:
Messts. " R.. C. Hughes (chairman),
Harris Ford, W. L. Newman, J. W.
Hayden,-\W. A. Collis.and-E. H. Tribe
{hon. secretary)., The Chairman wel-
comed the Boerouph' Council represen-
tatives, Messrs. Collis and Havden, The
secretary reported that there was &
credit balance of ‘£52; inclusive of Mrs.
Hulke's legacy of £100, so-that pracs
tically, there. was an . overdraft of £60.
The Borough Council account for the
mstallation of electric light in the park
(£32) was passed for payment, it being
stated that a contribution of £16 from
the Citizens’ Band had been.-raceived.

In urging that a ‘certuin work should
be proceeded with at once, Mr., Tribae
stated at Tuesday's meeting of the
Pukekurz Park Board that if theboard
did not adopt more progressive measures
than hitherto he eould tell them plainly
that he would not continue as secretary.
He said he was for progress every time.
Iie loved the park, and was prepared
to work for it, but unless members of
the board showed more active .interest
in the gardens and paid more attention
to tho meetings ho was going to throw
it up. He added that if he had his own
way he would not have a credit balance,
bt would work en ovendraft, The peo-
ple-then would have to recognise their
responsibility in the matter. o

At the meeting of the Pukekura
Park Board on Tuesday night some dis-
cussion took place regarding the tea
kiosle, which members considered was
in too damp a place. Mr, Ford said
the proper site for the building was on
the spur behind the bathing shed and
it should have been put there original-
ly. Mr. Tribe remarked that the cost
of a new kiosk would be between £400
and £500. The board had 2o money in



hand for that purpose at present, and
until the necessary funds were sub-
scribed they would have to.continue as
at present. :

Plans for concrete steps in place of
the present wooden boat-landing in
front of the rotunda were presented to
Tuesday’s meeting of the Pukekura
Park Board by Mr, F. Messenger. The
estimated cost of the steps was £25.
The Chairman said they would be con-
structed on the cantilever principle.
Mr.. Ford doubted whether a firm
enough foundation could be ohtained.
e explained that when the rotunda
was erected a considerable part of the
hill was cut back and the area in
front was composed of the spoil. After
discussion, the board authorised Mr.
Messenger to construct the steps, at
the same time as the hot water servico
is installed, providing that after con-
sulting with the Borough Engineer ha
is satisfied that the ground is suitable.

It will be remembered that a short
time ago a visitor to New Plymouth
called at the Herald office and voiced a
complaint that the beautiful view of
Mount Egmont which was obiainable
from Pukelura Park was now Dblocked
by the growth of trees, M. Collis
stated al the meeting of the Pukekura
Park Board on Tuesday night that the
visitor was quite right, and it was a
thing that he himsel! had repeatedly
pointed out during the;last three years.
The chief obstruction to tho view was
& row of pinus insignis trees on Brgak-
lands Road which were originally placed
there for sholter purposes, but now that
the plantation was guite sturdy they
were neither use nor ornament. It
would be a God-send to the board if
residents in the locality would cut the
trees down on the, undorstanding that
they could take them for firewood. It
was decided that members, of the board
should meet at:the 'park to decide what
trees should be cut down.

The matter of the footpaths in Puke-
kura Patk was referred tp at Tuesday's
mesting of the board, and it was de-
cided to order six yards of “screenings”
to be placed on the paths near the ro-
tunda. The Chairman said that in
winter some of the paths were practi-
cally under water, and if they could
be graded it would probably be a great
improvemient.  After some* discussion
it was decided to obtain the opimion of
the Boroush Engineer,

TDN, MAY 16, 1917
OPOSSUM SAVED

On Saturday afternoon & resident,
walking through Puokekurn Park, came
across an oppossum near the main path,
evidently half dead with cold and hunger.
He picked it np il took it home, where
he fed it, and next day handed it to

the eurator. It is not penerally known subscribers t _
that there are fairly numerous ecolonie: Board funds:—T. Avery,
of oppossume in the park, and in the A

P i Brooker, H. 8. Brookman, Collott and
bueh eontinuing through Brocklanda”c R 1 :

and “Maranui.” The marsupials fare
ill, however, in eold weather like that
prevailing on Sunday.

i
: I:i; HISTORY
k

TH, MAY 30, 1917
PARK SATURDAY APPEAL

PUKEKURA PARK.

PARK SATURDAY COLLECTION,
JUNE 2, 1917.

The Board respeetiully
invite the Public’ to
gupport their own Park

THE PRIDE OF NEW PLYMOUTH
and

GEM OF NEW ZEALAND.

TDN, JUNE 13, 1917
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The tsual monthly meeting of the
Pukekura Park Roard was held lgst
might,  Present: Messrs R. €. Hpghes
(chairman), W. L. Newmsn, R, Cock,
W. A. Ellis and E. H. Tribe (hon. sac.).

Apelogies were roceived from Mossrar
Percy White and C E, Bellringer:

The question of erecting concrete ateps
for boat landing at lake was adjourned
Ul next meeting.

In connection with the water heater
donated by the Mayor, and the proposed
concrete cover, the Mayor wrote stating
that the eupense was not justified. He
would rather trust the public to show
respect Lo their own parks and contents.
It was declded to acquicsce jn the May-
or's views, .

The total receipis for Park Baturday,
inciuding anmual subseriptions, were an-
nouneed to be £200 Aa. i

Permission was pranted to the resi-
fents of Vogeltown {o erect entrancs
gates to the park, and excavite the ne-
eessary earth for improving the entranee,
the work to be undertaken under the
suvervision of the hoard's eurator,

The question of pureliasing the free
hold of section No. 117, adjoining the
park, was deferred till next meeting.

A hearty vote of thanks was passed to
the annual subseribers avid to those whe
coiributed to the park funds on Satur-
day, espeeially to Mrs. Dockrill, Misces
Relle Smith, Pansy Bmith, Collia, Pel-
ham and Kivkby, snd all other lady col-
lectors for their veluable services in con-
nection with the bourd's recent appeal
for funda.

Brewery, Col. Iillis,
Pindlay,
H. Hammond,

TH, JUNE 23, 1917
ANNUAL SUBSCRIBERS

The following is tho list of annual
to the Pukekura Park
J,  Avery,
mbury Bros., A. H. Arnold, A. 8.
Dockrill, Ligmont
W. Fraser, J.
N. Greiner, A. 5. Hasell, J.
I_-laL{cn_st-v in Bres., P.
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R. Cock, K.

0.y

opkins, 1. W. Hall, P. Jackson, New-
ton King, Hon, Thos, Kelly, C. T. List,
J. M'Neill, M'Leod and Slade, A.
M'Hardy, M‘'Ewen Bros., Morey and
Son, J. M'Kean, A. F. Mollison, N, I.
MacDiarmid, Nolan and Co., W. I.
Nicoll, J. Paton, Miss Pelham, J. H.
Quilliam, Geo, Ramsen, J. B. Roy, 5,
W. Shaw, H. Weston, W. Weston,
Weston and Weston, White and Sons,
VWebster Bros., West and Sons, Dr.
Whitton each 10s 6d; J. Auld, W. E.
Bendall, Bellringer Bros., 1. Blundell,
Mrs. Bremmer, W. A, Collis, R. D.
Colson, C. Carter, Mrs. Dowling, Rev.
Drew, It. Deare, Miss A. Evans, Miss
Ii. livans, . Furlong, Mrs. Freeth, C.
IF. Yooto, A. Goldwater, Miss Godirey,
Mrs. Hughes, Miss Humpliries, Jagkson
and Daul, H. King, Mrs. R. J. Mat-
thews, Miss Marshall, Colonel Messen-
per, 1", Messenger, Mrs, ¥, Messenger,
Mys. Martin, J. S, M‘Kellar, W. L.
Newnian, Rev. Oshorne, W. J. Penn,
G. I, Ilobinson, Mrs. G. I7. Rabinson,
A. 15 Sykes, T. K. Skinner, Miss Sle-
shenson-Smith, Hon. 0. Samuels, I,
V. Sandford, Captain Wilson, Mrs. ¥,
Webster, G, Ward, A. Weller, Dr.
Wade, each 10s; Mr. and Mrs. Alexan-
der, £5; Dr. B. A, Walker, £35; Mrs.
F. A. Walker, £5; Aponymous, Dr,
Blackley, W. Emeny, . C. Hughes, 8.
Hooper, Melbourne Clothing Company,
Mrs. Paul, Post and Telegraph Dot
Club, Sladden and Palmer, each £1 1s;
Burgess and ¥raser and €. H. Burgess,
cach £2 25; Mes. C. H. Burgess, Mrs.
A. Douglas, Mrs. A. C. Fookes, Dr.
Fookes, Miss Hempton, Mrs. TFyre-
Kenny, Dr. Leatham, . W. M. Ly-
gans, G. H. Maunder, Mrs. Nicholson,
Miss Nichelson, 5. Percy Smith, A.
Shuttleworth, each £1; W. F. Brook-
ing, 1ls; Archdeacon F. G. Iivaus,
Mrg., I, G. Evans, each £2 10s; C.
Pott, £2; E. Taylor, bs.

TH, JUNE 30, 1917
SAD STATE OF SPORTS GROUND

Sir,—1 have been present at several
foothall matches lately played on the
Roereation Ground in Pukekura Park.
On cach oceasion 1 was struck hy the
unkempt and rough nature of the
ground, Apparently no effort has been
mado this season to cut the grass or
mark out ecither side-limes or touch-
lines. The nealected and wild gtate of
the ground presents a docidedly un-
favourable contrast with the well-kept
remainder of the park, Under the pre-
sent conditions neither referes nor
line-umpire, can possibly tell whether
tho foothall is in or eut. Only yester-
day were spectators witnesses of the
ridiculous figure of o reforee standing
between twe lines of players for some
moments hefore he gave his decision as
to whether a try or a force down was
to he allowed. I noticed that instead
of oight flags on the lines there were
two or three twigs stuck inte the
ground. Lveryone knows that the war
hins disorganised almest sverything, but
as a citizen of New Plymouth 1 wish
to enter by strongest protest against
the porpetuation of the present eye-
sore, 8o far as [ can gu.tﬁer from re-
ports of the meotings of the Park
Board, the foothall ground is under the
control and care () of an outside hody.
If 0, it is surely time that the Park
Board exercised its authority and in-
sisted upon the users of the ground

utting and keeping 1t in ordmarily
ﬁe{:ent order,—1 am, etc.,

PUKEKURA.



TDN, JULY 5, 1917
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

MONTHLY MEETING.

The wusual monthly meeting of the
Board was leld in the Soldiers’ Club
Room on Tuesday eveuning. Present:—
Messrs. R, €. Hughes (chairman), €, 15
Bellringer, S. Percy Smith, R, Cock, H,
Ford, W. A, Collis, W, L. Nelwman, &nd
L. H. Tribe.

The question of erecting a comerete
boat landing mear the band rotunda
was again before the Board. It was
resolved that {he matter stand over
until carly spring.

The residents of Vogeltown having
signitted  their willingness to cvect en-
trance gates and form o new pathway
to the park, ihe secreiary was instruet-
ed to write to the Borough Couneil ask-
ing if the earth to be removed would be
of any use to the Conneil for filling in
purposes,

The curator’s report for the month
iwas read. He stated that the work of
cleaning up the gully on the left hend
side of  the Carrington road entrance,
harning the rubbish and sewing down
in lawn would be immediately put
in hand. He also reported that he had
received packets of mative plant seeds
and plants from anonymeus donors, alsu
some working tools from two gentlemen.
Very little damage was done in the park
during the late gales.

TH, JULY 10, 1917
DROWNING IN THE LAKE

An inquest concerning the death of
Irederick James Bateman, who was
found drowned in the big lake at Puke-
kurn Park on Monday moerning, was
opened in the Courthonse, New Ply-
mouth, on Monday afternoou, hefore
Mr. A. Crooke, Coroner. KEvidence of
identificntion was given by George Hop-
king, harness maker, who stated thac
Bateman was a brother-in-law of lhis,
having marvied witness’ sister.  He
thought deceased was about 40 years
of age. Bateman was a man who
fancied he was always ailing, and was a
low-spirited man. His wife was at the
present time in the New Plymonth
Hospital.  They had mo family. The
inquest was adjourned till Wednesday
next, at 11 a.m.

TDN, JULY 16, 1917
HORSE AND CARD NEEDED

The Pukekura Park Board invite, by
advertizement, the loan or hire of a
liorse to draw small loads of gravel and
earth for improving purposes.

TDN, AUGUST 3, 1917
GOVETT BEQUEST

The Pukekura Tark Board desires o
acknowledge fthe receipt of £100 from
the estate of the late Mr. Clement W,
Govett, per Mr, J. IL. Qnilliam; also 1l
sum of £50 from the Taranaki Jockey

Chely
P&?IS?,RI

TH, AUGUST 8, 1917
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The Board of Trustees of Pukckura
Park mev at the Soidiers’ Club on
‘Inesdday night.  Present: Messrs, R,
C. Huzhes (chairman), W. L. Newman,
R’. Coek, (. K. Beliringer, H. Ford,
and E. H. Trive (hon. secretary).

DONATIONS.

Messrs, Govett and Quilliam wrote
forwarding a chegue for £100 under in-
structions from Ars. Clement Govett,
who also wrote from Weycombe, Sur-
rey, stating that it was her late hus-
band’s wish that the amount should be
given to the board. She alsa expresse
wd regres that owing to illness she had
not been able to attend to the matier
sovner.

The sceretary of the Taranaki
Jockey Club wrote forwarding a cheque
tor £00, which had been voted 10 the
board at the club’s annual weeting,

It was decided that the seceretary
write lettors expressing the board’s
deep approciation and thanks to Mis.
Govetr and the Jockey Club,

ENDOWMENT FUND PROPOSED.

Mr. Cock referred to the giit of £30
from the Jockey Club and £100 from
AMrs. Govett, Me considered that this
£130 should be used, with Mrs. Hulke's
bequest of £100, to form the nucleus of
an endowment fund., There was a
great necessity for such a fund, which
would prove ecxwremely bandy in the
tuture. For the meantime they could
coutinue with ordinary revenue as they
had done for the lasu few years.

Mr. Tribe said he would strongly
oppose such a proposal.

Un Mr. Newman's sugeestion the
matter was held over till there is a
full meeting of the board, A wotice
of motion by Mr. Cock o ¢reate an en-
dowment fund will then be discussed.

CURATOR'S RETORT.

The curator (Ar. W, W. Smith) re-
ported that owing to the Irequent
heavy rains during July the siafi were
unable to proceed with the work of the
park so expeditiously as they wished.
They had completed the alterations at
the Vogeltown entrance so far as thoy
conld ¢o at preseut until the board
membors inspected the work or until
the new gates were vreeted. There
might be some minor alterations neces-
sary, but thess could be determined
upon when the board met al the park.
Now that they lad this long-suggested
important work in hand it wounld be a
creat advantage were the gates erect-
ed—whatever class of gate might be
decided upon-—which would enable
them to prompily finish the work.
Thero were several suggestions which
he would place before the hoard. They
were now proceoding with the levelling
and shingling of the flat from the bot-
tom of the Vegzeltown walk around the
band rotunda to the triangle hed near
the Sports Grannd,  They had used
five loads of shingle so far, but would
require at least ten loads more as they
proceeded with the work. They found
the use of the horse lent by the Moun-
tain House Commiitce a great advan-
tage. Friends had generously Ient
them harness to assist in the work of
sthe park.

The eurator enclosed a donation of
105 from Mrs. Mace, aiso £1 10s pro-
ceeds of sale of firewood. A valuable
lot. of seeds lhacd been rveccived from
Mr. T. W. Adams, Greendale, Canter-
bury. These comprised seeds of rare
and beautiful trees. Seeds and plants
had alse beon given by Mrs, J. Paton
and plants by Mrs. Grant, Vivian
Street.

Mr. Newman handed over a packet
of seeds from Mr. Beattic, Bell Block.
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GENERAIL,

My, Tribe expressed the opinion that
some of tho £30 given by the Jockey
Cluh should be used in improving the
pathway to the racecourse, as the roots
sticking out weve dangerous and the

ath generally required attention. Mr.
lellringer arreed and said it would he
for that veason that he would oppose
Mr. Cock’s notice of motivn. My,
Tribe also considered that the swamp
near the path should be drained, as it
was at present an eyesore,

Discussion took place over the al-
terations recently made by the swli ot
the entrance from Vogeltown. My,
Tribe said some good work had been
done, but he was sorry to see that the
grade had lLeen slightly increazed in-
stead of lessened. Mr, Belliinger stat-
ed  that tha improvements were nol
finished ye1.

The matter ol replacing the unsi
CGround

I¥ tin shed near the Sports
with a more imposing structure was
brought up hy Mr. TrThe, It was de-

cided to defer disenssion till a later
nte, i

Mr. Cock was appointed visitor to
the park for the ensuing month.

TH, SEPTEMBER 5, 1917
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The Board of Trusiees of Pukekura
Park met in the New Plymouth Sol-
diers’ Club  on Tuesday evenng.
Those present were: Messts. K. U
Hughes (chaimnan), W. L, Newman,
C. K. Bellringer, H. Ford, and £, H.
Tribe (hon. secretary).

An apology was received for the ab-
sence of Mr. 8, Percy Smith.

The curator (Mr. W. W. Smith) re-
ported that sinee the last board meet-
mg the general work of the staft had
been much impedei by wer weather.
The work of re-forming and gravelling
the watks was procecded with, but ow-
ing to their soft condition they were
conpelled to abandon it Donations
veceived during the month comprized
some well-grown plants which were
natives of the Chatham lslands; native
plant sceds in o packet hearing the
vhakone pest-mark; and a packet of
seeds [ram Christehurch, The curator
didd not know who sent any of the
donations, but they were very accept-
e,

Mr. IR

Cock bad given notice to
move that the £100 roceived from
whe late Mr. Govewt and the £50 do-
nated by the Taranaln  Jockey Club
should be added to fhe endowment
fund, but in the absence of Mr. Cock
the motion could not be dealt with.
Mr. Percy Smich wrote supporting
thiz proposal, though perhaps an ex-
ception might be made of part of the
Joackey Club money in favour of buy-
g a section in 'illis Street which Alr.
Hughes had urged the board to ac-
fuire,

Mr. Mribe sald he wished to suggest
that, in accordance with a resolution
passed  ar a previous meeting, tho
vonerete stops for the boat landing be
procecded with in the early soring so
that it would be completely dry for the
summer,  He was also going to sug-
gest that a certain sum be spent on
immprovements to the tea-rooms, and
that the old shed at present near the
sports ground be pulled down and the
iron used in making a shed which was
badly wanted somewhere about the
grounds, further that the swawp which
was intended 1o be a bathing place
be drained with the intention of plant-
ing it.  Moeney had been given 1o the
board with no rvestrictions, and they
should endeaveur to make some per-
manent improvements in the grounds.



At the suggestion of Mr, Bellringer
it was decided to hold a meoting in the
park at 2.30 p.m. on Thursday week
(September  13), when the matters
brought up will o dealt with and some
general scheme of improvement con-
sielered.

Before the meeting adjourned the
chairman brought up the matier of
improvements to the-curator’s cottage,
He considered that one thing which
might be dons was to mstal electric
light, and the board decided to have
ting done.

TH, SEPTEMBER 17, 1917
BAND RECITAL

Pulelkura Parlk was thronged on Sun-
day afternoon by hundreds of people.
Delightful weather for once had fol-
lowed the announcement that the New
Plymouth Citizens’ Band was to give
a recitel, and the pleasant conditions
and beantiful surroundings added the

one touch rc(}uim{l to complete the
pleasure of all  whe  listened to the
musie played by the band., DBoth the

senior and junior sections of the band
were present, and demonstrated . tho
high standard which has Leen attained
in the ono case and is heing attained
in the other. The conductor (Mr. F.
W, G. M‘Leod) had been preparing the
seniors for some time to execute sgver-
al more than ordinarily diffienlt sclec-
tions, including “William Tell” (1loss
ini)., and ‘‘Zampa'' (Herold), both of
which were plaved on Sunday after-
noon with distinet eredit to the musi-
etans. The other items contributed by
the seniors were a cornet solo, “1A
Perfect Day' . (soloist, Mr. M 'Lead),
and the march ‘‘Bravo the Anzaes.”
The juniors made a very good impres-
sion In their selections.  They plaved
“Gems of Scotland™ (Newton), one of
the features of which was the cuphoni-
um solo by Junior Hed]ey, and “‘Rusti-
ens’ (Anderson), the cornet cadenza by
Junior Blanchebt, and the trombone
eolo by a diminative bandsman (Junior
Feek) being distinetly creditable. The
massed band. ineluding aver 50 players,
contributed the naticnal anthem af the
apening and close of the programine,
thd hymn “0ld Hundredth’ and other
picees.

A collection was talken in aid of the
band funds, the amount Leing £19 11s.

TH, OCTOBER 3, 1917
SECRETARY RESIGNS

An impasse was reached at the
monthly meeting of the Pukskura Park
Board on Tuesday night, when the ques-
{ion of installing electric light in the
curntor’s cottage was being discussed.
Mr, . H. Tribe, the hon. seeretary,
strenuously opposed the proposal on the
score of expense. Thae chaivman (Mr.
R. C. Hughes) questioned Mr. Tribe's
right to take an active part in the
discussion, whereupon the secretary re-
foefred to a resolution passed in 1912
maling him an honorary member of the
board and placing on record its appre-
ciation of his past services. He said
it was lis desire to save the hoard
money, and that it needed waking up.
However, if the chairman was poing to
question his standing he would resign
at once, Mr. Hughes replied that he
had not been aware of the resolution,
and in any case Mr. Tribe had not at-
tonded any meetings until his appoint-
ment as secretary about three vears
later. Mr. Tribe, again remarking that
the board must be alive, left the room.
The chairman afterwards mentioned
thet he quite recognised Mr. Tribe's
useful work for the park, but he ob-
jreted to heing told that “the rest of
the members were asleep.

BI EISEORY

TH, OCTOBER 3, 1917
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The Board of Trustees of Pukeckura
Paurk moet on Tuesday night.  DPresent:
Messrs. R. C. Hughes (chairman), C.
10. Bellringer, H. Ford, W. A, Collis,
and K. H. Tribe (howu. secretary). Apo-
logies were received for the uabsence
of Messrs. §. Porey Smith, W. L. New-
man, sud R. Cock.

The curator (Mr. W. W. Smith) re-
ported that since the last monthly
‘meeting the staff had been able to pro-
ceed more expeditiously with the work
of the park due to improvement in the
weather. They had finished all the
work on the main walks except some
minor picees, which they proposed to
do after a general cleaming up of the
walks and banks. During the finer
weather they hud devoted considerable
timo to planting young trees and trans-
ferring tho large specimens to the
space on the side of the lower lake sd-
joining the sperts ground. They would
continne the work of thinning and trim-
ming many of the young trees and
mowing and cleaning the banks of tho
lakes. There was also a considerable
area of seedling gorse in several parts
which they would have to grub soon.
There wers sevoral defective planks in
the flooring of the bridge at the boat-
house which they would have to re-
place. To also suggested that enough
material he procured te construet na
new waterfall shoot near the steps at
the head of the water-lily lake. It was
now in a decayed and unsightly condi-
tion. “During the month T received
some mnative plant seeds by post from
an anonymous donor. Mr. Morshead,
nurseryman, sent 16 elimbing roses to
complete the rose pergola in the sports
ground. T regret to say that during
the month there was a great amount
of flower-stealing in the park. Tt is
always a diffienlt matter to detect of-
fenders. The park is, morcover, a difli-
cult place to watch.” ;

Mr. Bellringer brought up the gues-
tion of employing an additional work-
man in the park, and suggested that
the whole question of salaries would
have to be revised.

Mr. Tribe agreed, and moved that the
curator bhe instructed to proceed with
the forming and erading of the foot-
path round the upper lake, and to en-
gage an extra man for that purpose.

The motion was carried, and the cura-
tor will also be instructed to trim the
deciduous trees in the park, particular-
ly on the western side.of the lake.

The chairman undertook to obtain
complete estimates for the installation
of eleetric light in the curator’s rot-
Itnge._ During the discussion on thig
question Mr. Tribe (as mentioned in
the local columns) vesigned the posi-
(tion of seccretary and left the reom.

Mr. Ford was appointed overseer for
the ensuing month. :

TH, NOVEMBER 7, 1917
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The menthly meeting of the Board of
Trustees of Pukekura Park was held in
the Soldiers’ Club, New Plymouth, on
Tuesday evening. Those present were:
Messrs. R. €. Hughes (chairman), W.
1. Newman, Harris Ford and E. H.
Tribe (hon_ secretary).

Mr. R. Cock was granted leave of
absence.

CURATOR'S REPORT.

Tn his report the curator (Mr. W. W.
Smith) reported that since the last meet-
jug of the board the stafl had made good
progress with the general work of the
park. As directed, the walk round the
upper lake had been reforped, and the
banks of the lake cleared of all rough
and unnecessary growth, making a great
improvement. Sinee the completion of
that work the mowing of the rough grass
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on the hill walks on the cast side of the
lakes was continued. The hollow on the
jeit of the Carrington Road entrance
had been grubbed, and the rubbish heap-
ed ready to boe fired as soon as the wea-
ther allowed., The trees overhanging
Fillis Street, opposite Mr. Coker’s resi-
dence, were successiully felled on Octo-
ber 30, with no damage to native trees.
The felled pines would be cut up during
thae next few weeks and sold as firewood.
Mr. J. R. Hill put in five honrs’ work.
and gave practical assistanee in the fell-
ing. The thick growth of gorso on the
same hill was now being ﬁruhbod. Some
of the posts st|$pnrting the heavy iron
fence on  the hillis Street frontage
were giving way, and would require to
be supported shortly by sinking other
posts near them, Should the hoard con-
sider the propesal to remove the heavy
fonce and to replace it with a lighter
one, the sheet iron would realise a con-
siderable sum., During the month a
large packet of sceds was received from
an nnLnnwn demor. The plants ordered
from Mr. Wragee, of Auckland, came
to hand on October 23, und were plant-
od ont in the beds near the lower lake.
The sum of 3s 2d had heen collected from
the donation box at the park. He had
recoived an offer from Messrs, Webster
Bros. of an iron-framed seat which had
been the property of the late Mr. H. A.
Cholwill.
The report was adopted.

NREPAIR WORIK. y

The seeretary reported on the repairs
at the tea-rooms and other works. Upon
removing the rubberoid roofing of the
tea-rooms it was found that water had
ot through and the woodwork under-
neath was in a very bad state. Portions
affected had been removed and replaced.
The iron which came off the shed was
being put on in place of the rubberoid
roofing, Upon taking up the verandah
of the bathing-house it was found that
the piles, ground plates and floor joists
wore rotten, and these would have to be
replaced.  The under-structure of the
whole building, which had been up 40
odd years, was unsound. The concrete
piles” for the boat landing were made,
and were drying.

GENERAL.

The secretary, in re{mrting on the fin-
ancial position, said that the credit bal-
anco at the bank at date was £204 10s
5d. Against this was the curator's sal-
ary for the past month, £13, cost of the
concrete steps £25, and repairs to the
bathing-house and tea-rooms, the cost of
which he roughly estimated at £30. This
left a balance of £136 10s 5d, and the
horough subsidy amounting to £37 10s
would be coming in shortly.

Several works for the improvoment of
tho grounds were authorised to be car-
ried out during the present month.

Mr. Ford, who was visitor for the past
month, reported that the work which
had been g:nc at the upper end of the
lake, near the Brooklands boundary, was
a great improvement, and opened up a
very beautiful pnrt of the park. The

aths loading through that part had
yeen very ohstructed, but they had now
been. cleared and the grase and rubbish
covering the grounds cleared away. Mr.
Tord also said that be had succeeded in
selling the old boat lying by the lake for
125 6d. and it had since been removed.

Mr. Fard will continue to superintend
during the present month.

1t was mentioned that the twa baats,
which had been laid np for the winter
months, wera now on the lake again for
hire.

The offer of o seat from Messrs, Web-
ster Bros. was accepted with thanks.

The chairman read a letter from Mer.
Tribe resigning from the position of hon.
secretary and treasurer.  After review-
ing the circumstance at the previous
meeting which led to his action, Mr.
Trihe eoncluded that he felt it useless
to remain any longer with tha board.—
1t was decided to lenve any action till
next meeting., -as thern was not a full
atvendance of members.

Aceounts totalling L18 18s 7d were
passed for payment,



TH, NOVEMBER 14, 1917
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

A gpecial meeting of (he board of trus
tees of the Pukekura Park was held in
the Soldiers’ Club last night, when there
were  present:  Messvs R O Hughes
tehairmang, 8. Perev-Smith, H, Ford, C.
. Belleinger, W, A Uollis, J. W. Hay-
den and W. L. Newman. ‘The curator,
Me. W, W, Smith, was also in attend-
anee.

The queation of aceepling Mr. 1. H.
Tribe’s resignation from the position of
seevetary  was  considered,  Mr. Perey
mmith moved, and Mr. Hayden seconded,
that a letter be sent to Mr. Tribe, thank.
ing him for his services for two terms,
and aceapting his resignation—Carried.

It was resolved that Mr, Alfred Gray
be appointed hon, secretary and treasur-
er to the board, and that he be author-
ised with the chairman to sign cheques
upon the hoard's banking necount.

It was decided that the mirror water-
fall be reconstructed in concrete, under
the supervision of Mr, Perey-Smith and
the curator,

A speeiul report from the curator was
considered, and he was authorised to
complete repairs to the tea room and
buthing house.

TH, NOVEMBER 27, 1917
SAD OCCURRENCE

DEATH OF MRS, ¥F. HARTNELL.
Tt is our painful duty to-day to chroni-
cle the death of Mrs. Alea Maud Hart-
nell, wife of Captain Frank Hartnell,
who is serving with the forees in
France. Mrs. Hartnell had been in in-
different health for some years, and
during the last three months gradually
became worse. She was attended by
Dr. Wade and was ‘an inmate of
Nurse Charteris’ hospitel at Fitzroy.
She left the hospital about three days
ago, Last night, at about 10 o’clock,
when she was in bed, her daughter was
speaking to her and ascertained that
sie was feeling very mueh better. The
family then vetired for the night. A
little after five this morning, one of the
boys went into Mrs. Hartnell's room to
get permission to go for a swim, and
found that his mother was missing. A
seurch was made. and a relative who
was muorying to Pulkekura Park found
that his surmise was only too frie, as
the body had jnst been found in the big
lake by Mr., W. W, Smith. e
The deepest sympathy is felt for
Captain Hartnell amfthe family. Mrs,
Harinell was a Miss Hopkins.

TH, NOVEMBER 28, 1917

TECHNICAL COLLEGE
i&NZ\'U:\L i&'l‘HLETIG SPORT’S.

TO-MORROW! TO-MORROW!
IN THE PUKEKURA PARK.

A Cordial Invitation is extended to all

P’arcnts and Friends of the Pupils of the
College.

Sports commence at 11,15 a.m.
2 pgm.

and

Afternoon Tea 6d (procecds in aid of
Sports Fund).

R__OLIVER,
I II ELSTORY

Hon. Secretary.
L

TDN, MARCH 22, 1917
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

A wpesial meeting of the TPukekurs
Parle Board wae held last night, Pres-
ent: Mesers B €. lughes (chairmpn),
W. L. Newman, H. Ford, W, A. Collis,
W. . Short, J. W_Hayden, and A. Gray
(hon, secretary). Leave of absence wiy
granted to Meesrs R, Corl and €. L.
Bellringer.

CURATOR'S REPORT.

The eurator (Mr. W, W. Smith) re-
ported that the weather had been favor-
able to the work, which had progressed
well,  The chief work kad heen mowing
Zracs, mubbing zorse, and burning rube
bish  The walks around the upper lake
had been edged, hoed, and eleaned. The
sle had done no demage hevond strew-
ing the pavk with rubbish. The tea-
reoms had been roofed with corrugated
iror, and the verandak of the towl shed
had been renewed. Roth roofs had heen
painted. A painter had suggestod that
the floor of the new veranpdah should
ba oiled instend of painted. The con
tractors were construeting the new hoat
landing steps in conerete, and the ma-
terial was now on the ground for build-
ing the new waterfall flowing frow the
upper lake, The electrie light depart-
ment were now fixing the wires along
the Carringlon Road walk, and this work
would be finished on Thursday. Tn view
of the Christmas holidays approaching
he intended to effect improvements he-
tween the tea-rooms and the racecourse.
e thanied the board for noliday leave
from the st to the 12th inclusive.

GTINTRAT,

The application of the Citizens’ Dand
for the use of Pukekura Tark on the
evening of December 6 was acceded to.

It was decided to ask the band to
state definitely their proposals for fure
ther assisting the board in the lighting
amrrangements for evening concerts, ete,,
in the park.

Discuasion took placs regarding the
financial position of the board, and it
wag decided to meantime dispense with
the services of one of the workmen, The
chitirman strongly npposed thia

Tt wans decided to increase the cur
atorly salary hy £26 per annum.

The chairman reported having scen
Myr. Messenpger with regard to the mirror
waterfall, He had also interviewed the
inspector of police with resard to de-
striction of the beard’s propertv, and
the inspector had stated hia willingness
Lo nesist in everv wav

Tha ehairman was anthorised to ar
rangte re the lemse of ths fea-rooms,

A request from the band fete commit.
tee far two membera of the Life Saving
Roviety to use the lake for demonstra-
tinn purposes, and an applicalion by
Mr. Mellroy, acting headmnster of the
Central School, for permission for Tioys
to bathe were hoth eranted.

Mewars Havden and Short were ap-
roinfed 2 committee fo report on the
fence on the west side of the Liardeb
Styeet entranca,
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TH, DECEMBER 7, 1917

CHRISTMAS BENEFIT CONCERT.

Last wear an excellent custom was
inaugurated in New Plymouth, it be-
ine the raising of a fund to provide a
Christmas box for esch member of the
Citizens' Band, and this year's effort
in this connection was made in Puke-
kura Park on Thursday evening, when
a Christmas benefit recital was given.
The members of the band during the
year pub in more time than one cares
to think of in practising and playing
in public, mueh of this being in con-
nection with patrietic efiorts, and for
this thoy get nothing but what is sub-
scribed at the end of the year specially
for them. In view of this it is only
richt that those who are able te should
show practical appreciation  of  the
self-sperifice which the band makes.
The fund is being held open till Satur-
davy and till then denations may he
handed to BMr, H, R. Caitley, Mr. I
Sole, or the conductor (Mr, M‘Leod).

The band lhad an_ excellent pro-
gramme before it on Thursday evening

and the players acquitted thiemselves
with credit. The suite “La Belle
France’ (Pocorini) is an cxceedingly

protty piece of music and is welcome
whenever played. A very fine selec-
gion. which [ad nos wvreviously been
plaved by the hand under ﬂgv present
conductor, was Mozart’s “Kyrie and
Gloria, 19th DMass,”” and it was excel-
lently interpreted. A cornet  solo,
“Australis.’’ by Musieian R, F. Tay-
lor. was a masterly picre of work and
elicited an emphatie encore. The duet
GRyeelsior,’® given hy  Musicians A
Handley and H. Hedley. was also very
fimely plaved. The musieal mixtore,
“A .\Tvllorlinn:a Revue’ (Rimmer), which
contained thirty different tunes, and in
connection with which there was a com-
petition, was thoroughly enjoved, A
numbar of carols played at the latter
end were by no means the least pepu-
lar portion of the prc},fzr:mm,w.“_']rh::?y
wore “Hark the Merry Bells,” ““While
Shepherds Wateh.” ‘“Hark! the an:a'ld
Angels Sz’ “0O1 Come &1 ‘.Lorl* aith-
ful.!  “Christians  Awake,” ‘Ahide
With Me—all old favourites, and by
gpecial roquest the hymn for absent
friends.  “Holy Father, by Thy
Merev.” was given. The heauty of l;h{}
park ‘and a perfectly calm evening help-
ed materially in providing enjoyment:
for the large number of people present.

Thirtv-three slips were handed in in
connection with the competition for
ouessing the names of the funes In the
“Melodious Revue,”” and 'L]mslc wlu;

icked out the greatest number o
E.Dl:;es were: Mrs. J. D. (31.‘0{31:0.'1&; cor-
rect tunes; A. Eiliot, 16; Miss K. 1-?:1{!_1—
erton, 16; Mrs. D. Thomson, 14: M‘.:.s
Tard, 14: Thelma Land Iaﬁgw’i 14), 'It‘ﬁ_;
G. T, Manners. 13: Mrs, E. Fuller, 12.

TH, DECEMBER 18, 1917

NEW PLYWIGUTH CITIZENS
BAMD CARRIVAL.

THURSDAY, DECCMBER 27, 1817

AT PUKEKURA PARK,
NEW PLYMOUTH,
(Te Start st 11 a.m.)

PROCEEDS IN AID OF BAND-ROOM
BUILDING FUND.



e

Pathway from Liardet Street to the main lake passing by the pergola (NPDC, Parks Dept).
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1918

On November 11, 1918, the Armistice agreement was signed ending WW1. This was celebrated in
New Plymouth a few days later with a procession through town ending in the Park. The celebration
coincided with the Spanish Flu making its presence felt in New Plymouth, but the parade went ahead
even though other events that week were postponed due to the influenza epidemic.

The Board suffered two departures during the year. Percy Smith resigned after sixteen years and W.
L. Newman resigned after serving for twenty-four years, both made significant contributions during
their tenures. One of the replacements was the Mayoress, Mrs Burgess. Mrs Burgess had been very
involved in fundraising for the Park for many years and was familiar with the issues the Board faced.

She would prove to be a major asset for the Board. Having a lady on a Board must have been unusual
back then.

There was a push to develop a fernery. The site chosen was near where the Fernery is today. At the
time they knew of about sixty-four varieties of ferns indigenous to Taranaki, and about half of them
were in the park. This was part of a bigger scheme to develop the valley leading from the Tea House
to the racecourse. The plan was to have an entrance — an archway of native creepers — made from the
path leading up to the racecourse, leading to a fernery which was to be the finest in the Dominion.
Higher up it was intended to complete the lake which had been started some years previously. Walks
were to be formed along the surrounding banks. It was anticipated that the changes would make this
one of the most picturesque and interesting sections of the park. During the year the curator
completed the preparation for the fernery and planted a number of ferns there, some of which he
collected himself from Whangamomona. The building however did not go ahead.

There were two rose beds in the park, one behind the tea house and the other in the Palm Lawn area.
Due to the constant theft of roses, it was decided to move the plants from behind the tea house to the
Palm Lawn bed. It was thought that people would be more exposed there and therefore less likely to
take the plants.

Plant Donations:

Messrs A. Shield and W. Smith, selection of young native trees; Mrs Lawson, New Plymouth; Mrs
Smith, Hurworth; Mr Billing, Frankleigh; Mr Allan, High School, Ashburton; Mr W Smith,
Whangamomona; Mrs J. Wheeler and Mr R. Cock, Vogeltown, all donated a selection of plants.
Captain Waller, plants from Chatham Islands; Mr Layard, Pungarehu, native plants; Mr Shippey,
roses; a parcel of seeds from the Mokau district and native plant seeds from an unknown donor living
in the Awakino district.
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Summary of significant events

. W. L. Newman resigned from the Board, having been a member since 1894
. Mrs C. H. Burgess appointed to the Board to replace Newman
. A motor gymkhana to raise funds, was extremely successful

. The Board give the racecourse a piece of land to build a new curator’s cottage. The house still
stands at the back of the TSB Stadium carpark

. Percy Smith resigned from the Board

. The curator starts developing a fernery.

Stephensbn Percy Smith roing on t_he _ ain lake - 01rca1918.F.G.R.- 6004.
(Auckland Libraries Heritage Collections 35-R926.)
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TH, JANUARY 9, 1918
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The Puicckura Pk Boavd wel Vst
nighto Meo L O, Hoghos prosided, and
there wore silso presenl Messys, S, Perey
sinth, Wo Lo Newan, G0 B Bellvinger,
TE Ford, Wo W smith {ewrator), and A,
Gray  {secvalury ). An apology For the
abscnee of Me 1L Cock was received,

TURATOR'S REPORT

The eurator reporied that sinee the
last meeting of the board the siafl had
been engaged chiefly in mowing the long
wrass, wrobbing govse, and general elear-
ing up. The concrete steps at the lower
end of the large lake had heen con-
ereled as u bost landing stuge, and the
concrete waterisll and  boulder  basin
near the waler-lily lake were completed.
The Vozeltown and vacecourse walks had
been broadened, The stafl had deveted
five and a half days to mowing and
preparing parts of the sports grounda for
the Citizens” Band carnival, and clearing
up after it. No damage had been done
to the grounds by the carnival. Main-
tewance work had been procesded with,
in spite of a member of the stafl being
wway for a month. The present season
necessitaied continual mowing of grasas,
and when that work cased off the re-
forming of the St.  John street walk
would be proeeeded with. The number
of vigitors to the park had in no way
diminished during the past holidays.
Some douations had been received, and a
friend of the park, who remains aneny-
mous, had sent a fine parcel of seeds
from the Mokau distriet. Some of the
lree-ferns had felt the drought of De-
cember, but had revived under the recent
riins

GENERAL

Tt was agreed that My, Belleinger and
the sceretary should act as o sub eom-
niittee for the purpose of raising Tunds
for the erection of the Vogeltown en:
trance gates, and to have authority to
proceed  with the construction of the
EamE.

Mr. Bellringer maved that the Park
Board decides to proceed as soon as
possible with the completion of the new
lake, the formation of a fernery, and
the meperal  improvement of  the
greunds,  The motion was seconded by
My, Perey-Smith and carried wnanimous-
ly. .
I was moved by 3r. Bellringer that a
fete day in aid of the park funds be held
fate in February, and that a sub-commit-
tee be set up 1o make the necessary ar-
rangements in connection with the same,
The motion was seconded by My, Ford
and earried. i

It was resolved that the Citizens® Band
be asked to arrange a series of evening
conceris to be held in the park.

The seeretary repovted that the fol-
lowing donations had been recejved dur-
ing the month: Anenymous 2s Gd; Mr,
Williams 10s; Mr. Ridgley  (Terminus
Matel) s Mz, Potls  ([mperial Holel)
a0a. The sum of 102 114 was colleeted
from the denation boxes in the hotels,
125 4d coming from the Imperial Hotel
b,

The fuestion of vehicles driving up to
the tea kiosk was discussed, and in view
of a flagrant breach of the hy-laws re-
ported by a  member of the board, it
wrs decided to place the maiter in the
handa of the haard's solicitors.

Accounts amounting to £11 53 k
were passed for payment.

i EISEORY

TH, JANUARY 9, 1918
ROSE BED TO BE TRANSPLANTED

“Owing to the persistent theit of
roses from the rose bed L propose to
trangplant  them later into what
is now the flax bed containing the 40
variotiea of flax. They will be more ex-
posed to public view and under better
observation than where they are at

present.’”’  Extract from the monthly
report. of the curator of Pukelkura
Park.

TDN, JANUARY 9, 1918
POSSIBLE FERNERY DEVELOPMENT

PUKEKURA PARK.

We are pleazed to see ihat the Pokekura
Park Board is turning its attention to
further improving its bGrautiful grounds
w¥ establishing a fernery., Mr, 4. B Bell-
vinger brought up the maiter al Tues-
day’s meeting, remarking that the Park
offered facilitiea for establishing a fern-
ery sceond 1o mone in New Zealand.
Taranaki is perhaps more favored than
any other part of New Zealand in regord
to fernz, the favorable climate, of course,
being mainly responsible.  Sixty-four
varvieties are indigenous to the provines
out of a little over s hundred varioties
existing in the whole of the Dominion.
There is no reason at all why all varie-
ties shouhl mot bave o plice in the Park,
which is already a botauical treasure
house. 1t would be an additjpnal source
of inlerest to visiters, and an educa-
tional asset for our own people, especi-
wlly the children, who eonld not be jn-
terealed in « more valuable or more en-
paging hobby, The gullies of the Park,
not the least interesting feature of the
prounds, are very suitable for a fernery.
Mr Bellringer’s idea is to utilise the gully
fust Dbelaw thie people’s stand aof the
racecourse, and u more picturesque spot
could not be found. MHere {here is the
necessary watber, the shade and accessi-
bility., It will, of course, cost money.
Mz, Beliringer suggests the publie show

be approached for a delinite sum for the
puarpose, and expresses the belief that the
response will be ready and adequate. We
are sure he iz yight, for the people of
the town and disiriet realize more than
ever what a gloricus lieritage and valu-
able asset they have in the park, and
have never turned aside any appeal
made on its behalf. A “Park Day" for
the special purpose of the fernery could
be made with the preatest conBdence,
and we trust the Boavd will interest the
many institulions that have benefited by
the Park in the past and arrange a gala
day or something of the sort to rnise
the necessary funds, Let us add that
in the present curater the town has a
specialist whose heart and soul is in the
grounds, and bus koowiedge and exper-
ience should be availed of to a greater
extent than 1t has begn. We would
like to seoc him yiven the direction of
all the kcenic spots, reservations aud
beaches of #he town—acting generatiy
as town beautificr, There is no place
Wwhere there iz greater scope  for this
talents and no place that would respond
more readily or lavishly,
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TDN, JANUARY 17, 1918
PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS

The proposals of the Pukekura Park
Board with regard to the adoption of a
more progressive policy for the develop-
ment of the grounds are already meecting
with the support from the public, Since
the matter was ventilated at the lasi
meeting of the Board several offers of as-
sistance have been made, and it is ex-
pected that when the general public
clearly understand the nature of the
work that is eontemplated fhere will he
o liberal respounse to the dppeal that tlie
Bourd intends to wmake for funds to
carey out its programme That the
grounds arg a valuable asset. not anly to
New Plymouth, but to the whole of Tara-
naki, has long been recognised, and there
need be no hesitation in making the ap-
peal a far-reaching one. The park is
not merely a pleasure ground; it is an
educational institution, and aftords tacil-
ities for botanical research which in
some respects cannot be surpassed.

The seheme which the Board contem-
plates carrying out deals prineipaily with
the valley lying immediately below the
grandstand at the racecourse. The deval-
opment of this section of the prounds js
not a mew idea. It has heen urged by
Mr Terey Smith for many vears, ut
Inck of funds has delayed the® undes-
taking, The matter was hronght up
agnin by Mr. C. E. Bellvinger at the last
meeting of the Board, when he advoeatod
4 comprehensive scheme for improving
the valley referred to, urging that the
time had come for a more vigorous pol-
ey of development. He expressed his
beliet that the general public would sup-
port the Board in adopting such @ poliey,
The work includes the making of a fern-
ery for which, according to the curator
IMr W. W. Smith), there is no more
ideal spot than that on ile left-laud
stde at the entrance to the valley AL
ready a good deml of excavatitg has
been done just there and the remaining
work of fhat nature requiring {o be done
would nod be very considerable  Some
trees which are exhausted will have to
be taken away and other transplanteq
When the work is completen sl the
entrance—an archwar of native creepers
—mede from the path leading up te {he
racecourse, there will have been created
o fernerv which will become one of the
finest in the Dominion. Higher up 1 is
intended to complete the lake which
was started some time aco  Walks wil]
be Tormed along the surrounding banks,
and when the ferns and {raes, which if
16 intended to plant, have become estal-
lished thiz cormer will form one o1 the
mozt picturesque and intereating seetions
of the park. The valiey lends itself ad.
mirebly to such » scheme as 1 proposed,
From the top, standing on the bank 1m.
mediately below the racecourse—which,
ny the way, is to be made 8 special torn
bank—and looking down the valley {ha
picture iz a particulariy plcaslnp‘;‘om‘,
and when, under the skilfnl guidance of
the eurator, the Board's proposals have
beer. eompleted, 1t is safe tn say the
policy  will receive umiversa! endorso-
ment,

To carry out the work & sum of sever-
al hundred pounds will he requived, and
the Board propores halling a fete to-
warde the rnd of next month {g lelp
rRise the amount aimed at. In addition,
it 1= infended to arrange a serfes eof
forimghtly evening concerts, and the ak-
pistance of the Citizens' Band is beingr
songht in this divection Tt was resolv-
ad to anprosch the Borough Couneil for
a snbsidy of £25), The Board is hent
!m meking the appeal a popular one, and
details are heing considered for the carry.
ing out of the proposed fete noxt month



TH, FEBRUARY 6, 1918
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The Pukekura Park Board met on
Monday nizht. Present: Messrs, 1.
Cock (in the chair), H. Ford, C. E. Bell-
ringer, J. W. Hayden and A, Gray (hon,
secretary).

CURATOR'S REPORT.

The report of the curator (Mr. W, W,
Smith) was as follows:—

“As in the previous month the chief
work of the board's staff has been that
of mowing the heavy growth of long
grass and burning ic, The walks on
Cannon Hill have been reformed and
widened, with improved resule.  Tha
walk to the racecourse has been further
widened in parts, and graded. We now
propose to proceed with the widening
and reforming of the walk leading up
to John Strect from the triangle bed at
the Sports Ground. We are mowing the
area at prosent.  When mown and clear-
ed the work will be proceeded with. The
wilk up the hill in the Sports Ground
is completed. I would eall the atten-
tion of the Lioard to the present condi-
tion of the Sports Ground. As we ean-
not possibly hope to mow the ground
with sevthes it will be necassary to pro-
curp o horse and horse mower to do the
work. Some of the very objectionable
grasses are now in flawer. Tfm_v shonld
therefore b mown ta prevent them from
5(_\L,ding, and the grass promptly raked
and burned. The terraces wiﬂ alsn have
1.0 ba cut, to preveni the weeds growing
on them from seeding. This worlycould
be done with seythes. Owing to the great
wrowth of the general vegetation of the
park the lheat, on certain days, dried
and shrivelled the felinge of a number
of plants. The temperature on January
97 (Bl degrees in the shade) shrivelled
the leaves of the water-lilies, Growing
in the deep bed of humus under the
water the plants grow with phenomenal
vigour, causing the floating leaves to
crowe in o dense mass and rise out of the
water. Such is of rare eccurrence. The
lily lake is more like a bed of lotus on
ihe Nile than one of water-lilies tin New
Zeuland, The blooins have been very
plentiful and very large this senson.”

Mr. Gray said that owing to the Tech-
nieal College vacation the grass in the
Sports Ground lad not been cut far
some time, but it would be done at once.

Mr, Bellringer thought some arrange-
dent should bo made to have the grass
ent during the Technical Collega vaca-
tion. When it wns long and, untidy it
gave visitors the impression of a divty
front doar. The corrogated ivon fence
was another eyesore. He thought ib
would be much better to pull the fenca
dawn and sell the iron, which at the

resent time would bring in from £50
o £60. In its place climbing roses could
be grown—DMr. Smith was an adept ay
growing them—and with punga posts,
ote.. it would be a thing of beauty in-
ctead of the present hideosity. In reply
4o a guestion, Mr. Bellringer said that
by the time foothall matches were play-
ed on the ground again the roses would
provide just as good a sereem as the pre-
sent tence. He intimated that he would
hring the matter up at a later meeting.

Conwiderable discussion took place on
the need for funds with which to carry
out the boerd’s improvement schenies,
14 was unanimously agreed that some-
thing wonld have fo he done, and that
an appeal by the board would not be un-
hoeded by the people of the town and
districh. >

On the motion of Messvs. Bellringor
and Iayden it was resolved that a fete
e held in the park en March 7, and
that a commitiee be set up to make ars
rangements. .

The Chairman, Messrs. Cock, Hayden
and Bellringer were accordingly ap-
pointed. .

It was decided to ask the Mayoress

4o take charge of the lea arrangements.

BP"” BEORY

TDN, FEBRUARY 9, 1918
PARK FETE DAY

A meoting of ladies convened by the
Mayoress (Mrs. C. H. Burgess) was held
at the Soldiers' Club yesterday after-
noon for the purpose of considering ar:
rangements for assisting the Pukekura
Park Board in connection with the gym-
khana which it has been decided to hold
on March 7 for the purpose of raising
funds to improve the park grounds. Mrs.
Burmess presided, and there were nhout
a dozen ladies present. Mr. R. C. Hughes
and Mr. ¢ . Bellringer, members of
the Park Board, were present and ex-
plained to the ladies the board’s scheme,
which for the present was eoncerned
mainly with the valley leading up to the
racecourse and the improvement of the
entrance to the park.

The ladies heartily endorsed the pro-
posals of the board, and undertook to
take the entire supervision of the re-
freshments and sweets stalls on the day
of the fete.

Tt was pointed out that the pymkhana
would De held on the racecourse, and
that the Tarannki Jockey Club had
placed their tea Liozk and all the equip
ment conneeted therewith at the dis-
posal of the Jadies, Thase present
formed themselves inte a committee for
carryving out the work in connection
with the undertaking. 1t wans declded to
ask the various schools to undertake the
orgunisation and control of the sweet
stalls.

TH, FEBRUARY 12, 1918
PARK FETE DAY

A meating of a comnrittee of the Puke-
kura Park Board was held at the office
of the chairman on Monday te take mea-
sures to promote the success of the forth-
coming tete, to be held on March 7, 1t
was decided to invite tho co-operation of
a number of energotic citizens, also the
proprietors of motor garages and motor-
ear owners.  They will be asked to meet
the full board next Monday evening. The
fete will be on the lines of similar gather-
ings held in the Old Ceuntry and also in
New Zealand.

TH, FEBRUARY 12, 1918
MAYOR'S HONORARIUM

The Mayor (Mr. C. H. Burgess) inti-
mated at the medting of the Worlks Com.
mittee of the Borough Couneil on Mon-
day night that he did not intend to ac-
cept any honoravium for the current
year, and asked whether the council
would consider granting the usual
amount (£130) as a subsidy to the Puke-
kura Park Board. He considered that
the park needed to be made attractive
to the people, and not only to scientists
who were interested only in the’trees
and shrubs. The hoard was having a
pretty hard fight, and had not the same
ways of raising money as the beaches.
The council decided that the amonnt
should be granted as o subsidy to the
Pukekura Park Beorrd on condition that
it is expended in the park in such a
manner as his Worship the Mayor shall
direct.
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TDN, FEBRUARY 9, 1918
FINED FOR DRIVING IN THE PARK

When ."L Hardgreave was charged in
the Magistrate's Court this morning, on
the information of the chairman of the
Tukekura Park Board, "with driving an
express on a path in Pukekura Parl, Mr.
J. H. Quilliam, who appeared for the
board, said that defendant admitted hav-
ing driven on the path, and the object
of the heardl in taking proceedings was
to show that vehieles must not ba driven
on the paths. The magistrate merely
convicted defendsnt, and ovdared him
io pay the costs (75). This case will im-
press on weople that it is against the
riles of the park to drive on any of the
paths, even when, as on this oceasion,
a load of ginger beer has to he taken to
the tea kiosk. To such cases, it 1s under-
stond, o truck is available.

TH, FEBRUARY 19, 1918
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

A special meeting of the Pukekura
Park Board was held on Monday even-
ing. Present: Messts. R, C. 5—1.11ghus
(n the chair), H. Ford, ¢ E. Bell-
vinger, and 8. Perey Smith.

The town clevk wrote staling that the
Mavor having inéimated that he did not
intend Lo accept any honorarnm i:or
the curront year, the eouncil had decid-
od that a further subsidy of £150 be
granted to the Pukekura Tark Board,
upon condition that this amouut ho ex-
gended in the park in such manner as
the Mayor shall dirvect:

My, Swmith moved, and Mr. Hughes
seconded, that the very hearty thanks
of the board be tendered the Mayor
and council for the very handsome dona-
tion to the board’s funds, and, that the
board will he pleased to spend tho
money in consultation with his Worship.

It ‘was resolved that tho borough
council’s applieation for use of the
grounds for a concert on Thursday even-
ing he grantod,

Mr. Hughes gnve notice of motion:
“That al all fetes aud concerts in future
the board demand a portion of the gate
money.’’

Me. W, L.
his seat on the boavd.
prevented him taking
as trustee, but as o member of the
community he would be pleased to do all
in hLis power to help the hoard.

Mr. Hughes moved, and Mr, 8. Percy
Smith seconded: “That the hoard re-
ceives with much regret the notitiention
of Mr. Newman's resignation, and de-
sires to place on record its deep appre-
eirtion of his valuable services during
a'long term of years.”

Consideration of Mr. J. 0. Steffen-
son's letter ssking for permission to
drive his express in the hoard’s grounds
to facilitate delivery of goods to the
Lkiosk was held over until uext meeting,

Newman wrote resigning
Cireumstances
an active part

TH, FEBRUARY 22, 1918
BAND RECITAL

GLORIOUS EVENING IN PARK.

In Pukekura Park on Thursday the
Clitizons’ Band gave another of the
series of evening reeitals which are
serving to popularise the park and
bring home to people how pleasant it
is to lave an efficient band at their
cisposal on the yvarious ovvasions when
a cathering, no matter of what sort,
would be  colowrless without musie.
Pukeloura Park is a beautiful and rest-



ful place in the evening, but it would
have atiracted few—those few who like
not crawde—aon Thursday evening if the
straius of old and new favourites in the
musical world had not floated aut from
the band rotunda and pervaded the
surrounding ¢ walks and  tree-covered
slapes,

The attendance was not as large as
it has been ut previous reeitals in the
park, but those who were there thor-
aughly enjoved the very fine programme
which tho band played. Ineluded were
the topical march, *“I'he British Flag"
(Rimmer) and the fantasin *‘Scotia’
(Anderson), which between them con-
tain snatches of many well-known old
English., Welsh and Scotch aivs, of the
“Rule Britannia,”” “Men of Harlech!
and ‘‘Loch Lemond” type, and it is
safe to say that such melodies as these
which were favourites in duys gone by
still vecupy the same position in our
hearts and are always welcomed on a
musical  programme. A quickstep,
“Gippsland” (Lithgow). and a selection,
“Normanhurst”  (Greenwood)  were
played in public for the first time, and
the other pioces given were: Concert
waltz, "‘Queen of the Dance’; march,
“Bravo the Anzacs” (Rinuner): and
the cornet solo “A Porfect Day.” by
Bandsman H. Voght, which was given
In responce to a request from the audi-
ence.,

The bandsmen had spent the after-
noon playing at the Last End beach,
and the excellent music which they con-
tributed in the evening was‘the con-
clusion of a hard and devoted day’s
wark on their part.

TH, FEBRUARY 25, 1918
MOTOR GYMKHANA

PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT.

PUKEKURA  PARK
GYMKHAN A

FUNDS IN AID OF PARK.

THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 1018,

MOTOR GYMRHANA,

Monster Procession from Devq[l Street
to the Parlk.

Gireat Attractions for Children.
AQUATIC SPORTS ON THE LAKE.
Afterncon Tea under the managément of

the Mayoress (Mrs, (. H. Burgess).
Band Recital in the Fvening.  Vocal
ltems from the Band Rotunda,

Prices of Admission~Afternoon: Adults
14, Children Gd, Children under 12 free,
LEvening: Adults 0d, Children Free.

i EISEORY

TH, MARCH 8, 1918
MOTOR GYMKHANA REVIEW

Tn contrast to the prevailing winds oi
the past week, ihe weather yesierday
was aa calm as it possibly could be, and
was partieulurly faverable for the Puke-
kira Park gymkhana. 1L is now muny
yeurs sinee the bonrd held a fete in the
park for ite cwn Dbenefit.  In the eariy
duys this means of raising muoney was
often adopled, and with invarviablz sue-
cesa, and with the funds thus obtained
much important work was done. On the
present occasion the bLoard waos encour-
aged by the hearty offer of assistance
from Mrs, Burgess (the Mavoress), and
tadies associnted with her. The ordinary
revenue of the board is not sullieient to
warrant the employment of necessary
men. The stafl of the board ronsists of
the curator, one man and o junior hand,
Lately an extra man lias been put en to
eope  with pressiug work,  yen now
little more than maintenance ean be
expected,  There are, however, ‘many
works which the board wonld like to
take in hand, such as the proposel fer-
nery, the completion of the new lake
and.swimming pond for beginners, mod-
erne sanitary conveniences, n sportd pa-
vilion with dressing rooms, a curator's
lodge, and conereie steps leading lo ihe
terraces.  The object of yesterdey’s fote
waa to raise money with whieh to earry
out seme of the proposed improvements,
That the public approved the progressive
policy deeided upon by the board was
evident from the manner in which yes-
terday’s effort was supported. A sirong
committee of citizens was appointed to
assist the board with ithe arrancements,
and the wiole thing was conceived and
carried ont in o masner that releeted
great eredit on those concerned.  The
secretarial work was undertaken jointly
by Mr, A. Gray (secrotary of the Park
Boord) aud Mr. A Bullians, Mr, 7. E
Stainton was appointed marshal for the
day. Strong sub-committees were form-
ed to carry out the various scetimms of
the programme, and all performed their
tasks i sueh & way 68 Lo engure success.
The offer of the Mayoress (Mrs. Burgess)
to organize the afternoon ten aerange-
ments wes o generous ene, and the ladies
under ber dircetion yvesterday did exeel
lent. work. Tonr fea stalls were set up,
and all had & most busy time during the
afternoon,  The sweets stalls and ice
ereams were in the charge of the diferent
srhools, und these and the soft drinks
were quite besieged, und bl to have
their supplic: roplenished several Limes,
Throngheul the afternoon e Junior
Pand added to the general enjoyment by
contribiding o programme of selections
with ts usanl efliciency, Mreo 10 W, O
MeLeod condneted. The Parie Bowrd i1
greatly indehted, and desives fo espross
it thanks, to all who assisted with the
fele in any way, vither hy services 1ca-
dered, goods supplied, ar applianees loan-
ed Tor the oeension,

Proveedingn eommenced with a proces.
sion of moter ears and moter eyeles,
Hended by the Citizens' Band, the pro-
cession left the Malbowrne corner shortly
nfter 130 pan. The Mayor's enr, driven
and ocenpied by returned soldiers, was
i the v, Inoally simne 27 ears and
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moter-cyeles toolk purt, o toueh of humor
heinge added by aocar from the Criterion
garage, ealled the “Hun-Known,” B.O
625, and o number of riders of motor
eveles were in faney costuine,

MOTOR EVENTR,

The motor events, as was expected,
being something in the nuture of wn in-
novation for New Plymouth, created o
great denl of interest. The flrat test
eonsisted of driving a ear through twelve
ohstacles, ufter which three pegs set in
row lhad to be kwocked down by the
front vight wheel, following on into u
sheep race, from which eompetitors were
required to baek their ears out, the gen-
vlemen being reguired to reverse ovey
the whole of the course. A time limit of
Zmin 1isee, was allowad for completing
the courge, Competitors were nwarded
pointa for veducing the time, while to
exeeed the limit meant disqualitication,
Points were also given Tor missing all the
ubstacles, and for general style in driv-
ing.

In.the ladies’ elags there were four en.
tries, all the competitors showing con-
gidevable skill in handling their cara, e
winner (Misz Hupghes, of Waitara) cov-
ered the cowrae in lmin Bsce, ol sue-
cerided in o completing the test without
touching any of the obstacles, ol in
knocking down the three pegs.  Miss
Tarry (Inglewood), second, covered he
convse in Hisees, but lost points through
knoeking down two flags,

In Ahe men's elass there were (welve
vompetitors, and o wide variety of styles
i the bandiing of vars was displayed,
The time taken over the course variod
from Imin 325ec to 2min 2dsee. Uniy
ohe competitor (19 Buckworth) stiveeadid
in going round without touching any of
the wbstacles, and Lis time For the dis
tanee was Do Wieoe, 5 Holedh covered
the course in bmin 52 20500, but Knnei.-
el over one flag, and the judges con-
aidered the dillerence in the time of the
two campetitors was equalised by the
fouling of Lhe obstacle by Holal, and o
tie was declired, i the final boot ewch
of the vompetitors Lkooeled down two
flugrs, and the test wis won practienlly,
therefore, on time, 1o Duckworth being
fivat (Landn Addsees) and 8. Holah second
{Trin 58] =ee],

The mator-vyele obstacle race was, per-
litps, the most entertiining item of the
afternoon. S v viding, as well sy
versatility, were required by eompelitors,
The test commeneed with the removal of
the spurk plugs to 20 yurds behind the
sturting point for the machives. AL the
word “gn’ the competitors had 1o leave
their machineg, gel their plugs, fit then,
slart up and onount  their  muehines,
After riding o shorl distanee they were
required to dismount ab o given line,
place machines on stand, put 20 pumps
of wir into baeck tyre, and mount apain,
Atter riding another fifty yards they
had to dismount, crawl ander o pig vet,
remount, wud ride over a further seetion
of the ecipele. AL the next stop they
were required tooeat o bun in the pres
ence of an ofticial, and when he wis satis.
fied they had completed the operntion
they were allowed Lo proeeed. The next
obstncle was a hurdle, in the shape of a
long strip of timber, vesting near the



centre nevess n bag of suwvdust, and the
riders had to traverse the plank, Close
to that was o lHne on which each vidov
had Lo stop, pick up four potatoes plieed
inoworow, gauther them inlo o tin (s in
w potato raee), and then eurry the tim,
suipended by faivly long words, (o the
finishing post, with all the polatoe in
it. The race was T in two heats, four
glarling in cach heat. Most of the com-
petitors managed the envly stages of the
rage well enough, bub the bun-eating
proved o bigger obstnele than most of
them auspected, and cosl several of them
o ogood dewd of time, The plank riding
prosented little difficulty, rwoat of the
riders simply fying over, Gatharing the
potatoes was u more diflieull proposition,
howoever, und taxed wost of the riders
The first and second in the two leats
comtested the final, whiel was o much
cleaner and faster vace than either of
the heats. The result was:'NU (L Fookes
Loy Allan 2, Koo 3,

The stow-deiviee test Fov motor coars
was nol so inleresting, thongh doubuless
was gomewhnt exaeting for the competi-
tors,  Whe event was an engine dest, as
well as o tost of driving skill, The conrse
wag o oteo pound Al reerention ground,
and the prize was for the slowest Loe
midde, Any ear that stopped on the way
wits Lo be digqualified,  The result was:
TG Thowpson  (Bmin dsee) 1, 5 K
Allen  (Zmin dusee) 2, A J. Haevey
Amin 2Wikaoe) 8,

Messrs 1% O List and W, P, Nicoll
were Lhe judges,

AQUATIC BVENTS,

The events on the lake were, as usual,
an attractive section of the programme,
The school children are always keen con-
tostants in such sports, and the interest
of purents and friends is wide, and al-
most a8 keen as that of the children
themselves, The boat raee, in which thero
were nine entries, eveated great enthuasi-
aam, the winners beime londly applavded
Following are the reanlts:

100 Yards Chawpionship (boys nnder
18): (atloran 1, Melay 2, Rawson 3

Primury Sehools 50 Yards Champidn-
ship (girls): 1" Horsup 1, Fdna Wilson
2, Belle Morris 3. i

Primary Hehools, 50 Yards Champion-
ship (boys): Watking 1, Hoflmann 2,
Downes and Qliver (dead heat) 8,

Boat Race: Rawson’s erow, L,

My, L. Whittle wae judge,

FLAT RACES,

The flal vaces were wlso enthusiasiic-
ally entered into, and in cvery event
large fields entered, necessilabing them
being run in heats. Messis 1. Whirtle
and S, G. Smith were the judges. Il
lowing nre the resnlts:

Primary  Schools  Championship, 200
yards (boys): Mackay 1, Molloy 2, Ilea
LB i

220 Yards Championsghip (boys ueder
18): Beelbesainger 1, Hurley 2, Huuu 2

Primary Schoola Championship, 10¢
yards (girls): Elsie Lyneh 1, Apun Skip-
per 2, May Hayward 3.

00 Yards (givls): Winnie Reed 1, Ma-
bel Whelan 2, Patty Milne 3,

1000 Yards (girls): M. Julien 1, M
Lindsay 2, C. Knight 1.

100 Yards (boys): Boswell 1, Buller &
Julian 3

Potato Nace (boya): Wilson 1, Milier

2, Hill 4.
PP....

OPEN-ATR  CONCERT,

The fete was continued in the evening,
when an open-nie coneert was  given,
whieh eonsieted principally of items by
the Citizens’ Band,  There was o large
atteadance, the calin evening baing ad-
mirably suited to sueh an entertainment,
The grounds were brilliantly  jihomin
wted, the colored light effeets on the
bridie and their vefleetion in the waters
of Ahe lake being very pleasing.  The
band's items  inelided  the  following:
Guivkslep, “Roll of IHonor” {Lithgow);
overbure, “Latena” (Shersiofl) s seleetion,
SIEAMLS, Pinafore”  (Sullivan):  cornet
sole, "Oh, Prowize Me” (De Koven). solo-
I, Bandsman Voight; mareh, “Wagon
I selection, “National Alva,” includ-
ing “Men of Marlech” by vequest; snd
finade, "Rovenswood” (Rimmer),  Sever-
al welections on the bells were given by
Mr. 10 Souster. The ilemy were some.
what of o novelty to New Plymouth aud-
ienees, and were greatly apprecinted. The
selections included “Larboard Wateh?”
und a number of well-known liymn tuncs,
Aome of the voealists who were expoeted
Lo take part were anable at the last
minnte 1o do so, and the only solos were
given by Mr, R, L Cooper, who sang
“Shipmutes o' Mine” and “There's a
Land,” for both of which he was en-
cored,

FINANCIAL RESULT.

The takings yesterdny rvesulted in n
suim of about L132 being vaised.  That,
of course, is an approximate figure. In
addition, & mumber of donntions were vo-
ceived, g0 Lhat the bowed will have o sum
possibly in the vieinity of €300, with
which to commence work on its schemo
of fmprovements, Detuils of yesterday’s
tukings were: Cates, £47; ten and
gweets, ebe., £70; evening concert, £15.

The strong nartherty to west gale
blowineg last. night and  to-day has
wroneht vory Hittle damage to the vege-
tation of the parli. A fow fern trees
are hroken and numerous light hranches
and masses of leaves strow the grounds.

Ho enclosed B85 64 from the collec-
tion hox.

An approximate statemont was pre-
sented in connection with the - vecent
fate, shawing thay it had resulted in
ahout £120 being vaised for the benefit
of the park.

Reference was made to the Tesiena-
tion of Mr. W. L. Newman as a member
of the board, and a disenssion ensued
as to the appointment of a surressor io
Mr. Newman. Zventually, however, the
matter was deferred until the annual
moerting.

The application of the Salvation Army
for permission to use the park for a
saered concert to he given by a visiting
band on Sunday, March 31. was granted.

Thte Chairman then referred to the
hoard’s indebiedness to those who had
assisted at the fete, and moved as fol-
lows: “That the thanks of the board be
tondered to all those who by personal
services and by subscriptions rendered
the late feto such a suecess; the board
specially rocognisos the assistance of the
Mavoress and her lady  helpers, and
asks her to convey to them its apprecia-
tion ; the board also expresses apprecia-
tion of the work of Mr. Milne in at-
tendine to the  illuminations and
sespeeially to the effective lichting of the
Poot's Bridroe; the hoard alse speeially
recornises the valnable n.‘;sisjr'.-:mcc of the
Park Tote Committee and 1t secrotary
(Mr. Bullians), and Mr. Hoffmann and
those who assisted him at the pates; it
also expresses itg groat indobtedness to
the Citizens’ Band and its conductor
(Mre. W, G, M Leod) for their cheer-
ful services rendered during the after-
poon and evening.

Tha motion was seconded by Mr. Cock
and carried unanimously.

TH, MARCH 20, 1918
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly mesting of the Pukekura
Park Board was held at the Soldiers’
Clab on Tuesday ovening, Mr. R. C.
tlughes, chairman, presiding.  There
vore also present: Measrs, R, Cock, €.
. Bellringer, W. A. Collis, W. F.
Short, H. Ford and A. Gray (secretary).

Mr. W. W. Smith, curator, reported
on the worle which had oecnpied the at-
tention of the stalf during the past
month. o also referred to the park
fete, and then went on to say that there
had been considerable public comment
o certain advertisements inserted in
the Ineal papers warning visitors and
patrons against injuring the terraces in
the sports ground. They certaiuly de-
trrerad, he said, many would-he potrons
from attending the park fete and the
schools’ championships meeting held on
the 14th. The recently erected boneds
placed at each entrance to the sports
aronm]l had also olicited much angry
pblic eomment.  Two of them had al-
ready been levored ont and thrown into
the lower lake,

Respeeting the proposed new forners,
he purposed deveting his time {o pre-
paring the site and proenring a collee-
tion of ferns. They had also mueh work
to atlend fo in tree trimming and pre-
paring for extensive planting during the
COMING §enson. i

He sgain carnestly ealled the stten-
iion of the board to the very unsatis-
factory and antiquated sapitary ar-
ranaements m the pavk.
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TH, April 11, 1918
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The Pukekura Park Board met ab
the Soldiers’ Club on Tugsday evening,
Mr. R. C. Hughes {chairman) presid-
ing. There were also present: Messrs.
C. E. Bellringer, W. . Short, H.
FPord and A. Gray (secretary).

wir, W, W. Smith (curater) reporteu
that since last meeting the staff had
been engaged chiefly «in” clearing rub-
bish caused by the gale on March 19
and 20. One man had heen continual-
Iy cmployed grubbing gorse and wat-
tles and reforming walls, Mowing
and cuiting down all raugh growth in
the bed of the new lake, and racecourse
walk, occupied five days.  The small
wooden bridge at the head of the park
and the lower waterfall bridge had hoth
been repaired. The work as ordered
hy tho board on ils last visit to the
grounds was heing carried out.  Re-
garding the present condition of the
Sports Ground, he knew of no better
meothod of grazing it than by horses,
That would answer the purpose and re-
turn some revenue to ";-]Im' board. Now
that the weather was suitable he pro-
posed to undertake planting during the
wintor and autumn, Already a good
consipnment of young native trees had
been received from Messrs, A. Shield
and W. Smith, and these had been
planted on suitable sites.

The New Plymouth Borough Council
wrote etaling 16 had been decided to
increase the subsidy te the board from
£150 to £200 for the year ending
March 381, 1917, provided the board
agreed to expend the additional £50



in the erection of public conveniences
in the park.—It was decided to thank
the council for its increasel subsidy,
and to noiify them that the board was
willing 1o expend the money in the
direction indicated by the council, and
also that the board would be glad to
confer with the borough engineer on
the matter, if the, council would con-
sent,

In connection with the consiruection
of the landing steps in the lake and the

waterfall, it was deecided that tlie
thanlks of the board he tendered to Mr,
Messenger for preparing the plans and

supervising the work.

It wasg deeided to hold the annpal
meeling of the hoard on Tuesday, May
A '

Accounts amounting to £3 16s 6d
were passed for payment.

TH, April 23, 1918
W. W. SMITH—-WEKA BREEDING

Mr. W, W, Smitl, cuvator of Puke-
kura Park, hus had marked suceess with
wekus kept by him in enptivity. “My
tame wekas,” he wrote on April 9 to Mr.
Drommond, “have continued to lay at
infervals since October 23. During the
five months one female hag laid more
than three dozen eggs. The birds huve
been well fed on the bLest ege produciag
food, in order to test their laying quali-
ties. I have.oue that follows me wbout
the house, bul, on account of fear of
doge, [ do nof Jet it out often. The male
weka, to its mates, is one of the most
attentive and faithful birds krown to
Nature. Although this male during the
summer montks is supplied with ample
meat and Beiled eels, unless [ am present
to secwe the newly-laid eggs he eats
them with great gnsto. The pair I am
referring to were hatched on Oetober 2,
1914, They were well-grown and hand-
some birds, and are very tame” Mr.
pmith alse has been suecessful In keop-
ing kiwis in captivity. Of these, he
writes: “They did not lay any eggs this
season or last seasom. Owing to the
high price of meat, I libsrated three of
the five in a large avea of pative bash,
where they will find plenty of lnhus and
other wood matural feod. In the Dush
they usually frequent the sides of creeks,
where they probe the wmoist soil for large
worms, They undoubtedly are the great-
est ornithologieal problem known to sci-
entigta.” :

TH, MAY 8, 1918
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD A.G.M

The annual meeting of the Pukekuwra
Park Board was held at the Soldiers’
Club on Tuesday evening, Mr. R. (.
Hughes presiding. There were also
present.: Messrs. 8. Percy Snnp}t. (i
T, Belivinger, H. Ford, 1%, Cock, W.
A, Collis, W. F. Short, and A. Gray
(secretary). Ao A Bullians (secretary
of the Park Mete Committee) alse at-
tended.

ANNUAL REPORTS.

Mr. W. W. Smith (curator), in his
annual report. said the past year had
bheen matrlked by the genecal advance-
ment of the park. and he proceeded Lo
outline the improvements which had
been earried out.

The Cliairman, in his annual report,
gnidd the bhoard could congratulate it-
self on havine during dhe past year not
only maintained but also on having
offdeted substantial improvements. The

BP"” BEORY

chiel of these was the completion of the
vleetric  lighting of the park. The
work hod eaused a drain on the board's
funds and the sum of £43 1Y G4 was
still due to the Blectric Light Dw?rti
hai

moent.  The wore important paths
also been reformed and graded and
wore  a marked improvement. The

pathg proved wevo these leading from
the lake up to the Vogeltown entrance,
round Cannon Hill, from the Sporis
(Ground to John Street, that on the east
side of the upper lake, and that leading

from the lower lake along the upper
part of the woestern terraces of the
Sports Ground.  To extend the path

rupning round the back of the gully
that debouches into the Sports Ground
on the ecast side, to the beautifol gully
accessible from Fillis Street, he thought
it would be desivable to acquire a sec-
tion owned by an absentee. The con-
crete steps forming a landing at the
uapper lake were & great improvement,
and so were the rock basin and concrete
outlet for the fermery and waterfall,
The board was indebted to Messrs. Mos-
and Griffiths for their services

sengor 1 it
in connection with these works, The
Chairman  stated that no collection

wotld be made this year (other than
for annual subscriptions), . threugh
funds having been raised by the fete
leld on March 7. The financial posi-
tion was also improved by a generous
donation of £150 by the Mayor of New

Plymouth. The Borough Council had
also added to its annual grant a fur-
ther £50, making £200 in all.  Gener-

aus gifts of plants and seeds had been
received and acknowledged.  Thanks
were expressed to the Citizens” Iete
Committee and to Mrs. Bibrgess and the
ladies of her committee for their as-
sistance at the fete. During the com-
ing vear the board should give atien-
tion to the terraces, which, from long
negleet, had in some cases got into a
deplorable condition. During his term
of office he had aimed chiefly at pre-
venting damapge to the terraces and
facititating traffic across them by con-
structing steps in suitable places. The
increased revenue enabled the board to
look forward to the progress and de-
velopment of the park with more con-
fidence.

The statement of receipts and expen-
diture for the year ending March 31
showed total receipts £776 Os 11d, in-
elnding balanea brought forward of £76
0s 7d.  The other chief items dmong re-
ceipts were: Park Saturday, £103 12s
1d; Park Tete, £148 1ds 10d; €. W.
Covett’s estate, £100; Taranaki Jockoy
Club., £50: Borough Couneil subscrip-
tlons, £112 10s; subscriptions and
donations, £80 9s Gd; and rents, L25.
The expenditure totalled L571 6s &I,
the principal items being £392 18s 1d,
for wages and sularies, £42 Os for the
concrete stops and waterfall, £33 for
electrie light round lake, £32 18s re-
pairs to shed, and £8 2s Ud expenses in
connection with fete. The balance in
bank and eash in hand amounted to
£105 3s 3d, there being also £100 on
depaosit,

The Chairman moved the adoption of
the reports and the balance-sheet.

M. Collis seconded and the motion
wis carried.

A very hearty vote of thanks was ac-
corded ta Mr. R. Pepperell for having
audited the aceounts and he was also
voted an honorarium of £1 1s.

AMISCELLANEOUS.

The Chairman, in accordance with
notice, moved that in future the board
requtire 25 per cont. of the gate tak-
ings of all public functions.

AMr. 8. Perey Smith seconded the
motion, observing that it always used
to be the enstom of the board to col-
leet a percentage of the takings,

The Chairman said the board always
collected 25 per cent. from the football
neaple.,

121

feet a percentage ol The Takings.

The Chairman said the board always
collected 25 per cent. from the football
people.

During the discussion which ensued
it was pointed out that it was not in-
tended to make the levy in connection
with patriotic functions,

The motion was carried.

The hoard decided, on the niotion
of Myr. Bellringer seconded by  Ar.

Short, to undertake the management
ol the hoats itself this vear instead of
letting them out on teris,

Mr. . 0. Steffenson will be granted
permission to cart refreshments to the
tea-rooms  provided he uses a  light
vehicle for the purpose, and it was fur-
ther agreed that Mr. Steffenson’s prof-
fored annual donation of £1 be used
in keeping the pathway in order.

Appreciative reference was made to
the splendid work accomplished by Mr.
Hughes during his terin of office as
chairman of the board, and he was ac-
corded a very hearty vote of thanks.

Mr. Smith veferred to the proposal
to domolish the old Dbuilding in the
Courtenay Street school grounds and
suggested in view of the great historical
value of the building—one of the very
oldest in the town—the board should
seek peormission to remove it io the
park and re-evect it near the rose per-
gola on the Sports Ground,

After a short discussion it was de-
cided that Messrs. Bellringer and
Smith be u sub-commitiee to inquire
into the matter.

) The sceretary was voted an honorar-
ium of £5 5s,

In view of the facv that thres boys
who had heen guilty of misconduct in
bhe park had alveady suffered corporal
punishment it was decided to instruct
the board’s solicitor to ask permission
to withdraw summonses which had
been issued against them,

Mr. A, Bullians (secretary of the
Park Fele) submitted the balance-
sheot in connection with the funection
showing a credit of £143 14s. A hearty
vote of thanks was accorded AMr ‘Bul'—
lans for his services as 501;1'&‘1:1:'\",

Me. . Cock was appointed visitor for
the month.

TDN, MAY 14, 1918
COUNCIL MEMBERS ON BOARD

STANDING COMMITTEER,

With the exceplion that Cr. Browne
wag appointed to the Pukekura Park
Committee jn jlace of Cr. Coliis, the
standing cemmittees of the council were
elected the same as for last year.

TDN, JUNE 5, 1918
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly meeling of the Puke-
kurg Park Board wos beld last night.
Mr. C X, Dellringer (chairman) presided,
wud there were also present: Messrs W,
A, Collis, B, C. HMughes, 1T, Vord, A, Gray
(secretary), and W. W, Smith (eurator).

AN OLD LANDMARK,

Mr. Bellringer veported that in cou-
neelion with the proposal fo remove a
portion of the old building at the rear
of the Courtenay Sirect School and have
it re-ereeted in the Tark, in order to
prezerve an historie building, the (tovern-
menl, had declined to undertake the ex-
penditure (estimated at £75) of the re-
moval and re-evection of the building.

In view of the Government’s attitude,
it was decided fo take no farther steps
i the matter.



BAND AND GATE TAKINGS,

Messrs W. J. Penn and H. R. Cattley,
reprasenting the New Plymouth Citizens’
Band, waited on the board in respect to
the receni decision to charge & levy of
25 per cent, on the gate takings at all
public funotions Leld in the Park. Mr.
Venn, who acted as spokesman, pointed
out that the band, like the Park Board,
was pot a money-making concern—both
organisations were for the benefit of the
public.  The band thought the decision
was somewhat against the interesta of
both the band and the park, and hoped
the board would reconsider its decision,
at least go far as the band was con-
cerned,  The band needed funds, and if
it was not gble to leep up its finances,
neither would it be able to keep its
music up fo the customary standerd.
The band did o lot of work for patrio-
tiz purposes, for which, of course, it
received no fees, and the fees received
from ihe few engagements available ai
present went chiefly to reimburse mem-
bers for loss of time from their work, so
that the members were practically giv-
ing their services gratuitously, They
were at present engaged in a military
gchemo for o new band reom, which had
committed them to an expenture of
betwen £700 and £800, and hoped that
until that matter was wiped out the
board would be able to treat the band
a little more leniently than its latest
proposal indicated. He pointed out
that if the board persisted in its deei-
eion, the band wonld not feel justified in
eoing there for its entetrtainments, and
no functiop there would be a success
without the band’s attendance.

The chairman replied that the board
fclt that it had not been treated alto-
gether as it had a right to expect by
the band, but he thought that if & com-
mittee was set up to confer with the
band, a sotisfactory solution of the diffi-
culty could be reached.

Mr. B. C. Hughes gaid he strongly fav-
ored adhering to the decision of the
hoard, [He thought it much more busi-
nesalike to take a percentage of the gate
takings, and to pey for the band's ser-
vices when required.

It was eventually decided that a comy
mittee, consisting of Mesara Bellringer,
Huyghes, Collis, and Ford, with the gee-
relary, be set uwp io confer with the
Band Committee on the matter.

. GENERAL.

It was derided to heve the entrance
roadway, from Fillis Street to the rosq
pergola, put in better order,

The secretary intimated that he de-
airad the honorarium voted to him af
laet mesting to be devoted to seme im-
provement to the sports gronnd.

The thanks of the board were ex-
pressed to Mr. Gray for his donation,
and it was resolved to have the money
expended in o way that met with the
approval of the donor.

The curator reported on the work
done in the grounds during the month.

Accounts amounting to £6 ls 6d were
passed for payment,

{
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TDN, JULY 4, 1918
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly meeting of the Pake-
kura Park Board was held on Tuesday
night. There were present: Mr C. E.
Bellringer (chairman), Mrs C. H. Bur-
gess, Messrs W A, Collis, R. Cock, and
R. . Hughes. The chairman welcomed
Mrs Burgess and Mr Collis, whose ap-
pointments had been approved by the
Governor-General.

The Citizens’ Band Commiitee wrote
stating that the band would assist the
Board to hold a fete on December 27th
next, provided the Band was given the
tfrec use of the grounds on Labor Day
for o fete for the band funds—It was
decided to accept the offer,,on the un-
derstanding that the board and the
hand refund the fees chargeable in each
caze.

The Taranaki Jockey Club wrote that
their scheme for improving the entramce
to the race course would neeessitate the
removal of the custodian’s house from
ita present site, and asked the board to
consenit to the house being built on the
picee of ground in the Park jmmediate-
ly behind the present house. In the
event of conseut bLeing given, the club
intimated that it was intended to
build an up-to-date dwelling, which
would conform with the other surround.
ings~-Tt was decided 1o grani the re-
quest, and Messrs  Bellringer, Hughes
and Collis were appointed to arrange
the deiails.

The curator (Mr W. W. Smith) re-
ported on the work done in the grounds
during the month, amongst which had
been ihe clearing of the front of
Cannon Hill and planting it with tree
ferns and rarer native plants. The en-
trance to the Park from the sports
ground had been improved. When the
weather was favorable it was proposed
to erect the rustic gate at the Vogel-
town entrance. The receipts for the
month amounted to £1 1és 7d.

TH, AUGUST 7, 1918
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly mecting of the Puke-
kura Park Board of Trustees was held
in the Soldiers’ Club ¢n Tuesday even-
ing. ‘Those presens were: My, C. L.
Belleinger (chairman), Mrs. C. H. Bur-
oess, Messrs. R, Cock, G. W, Browne,
W, A, Uellis, . €. Hughes snd A,
(rav (seeretary), An apology for the
absence of Mr. H. Ford was reccived.

CURATOR'S REPORT.

The curator (Mr. W. W. 8mith) re-
ported as follows: Since the last
meeting of the board the work of the
park staff was much delayed by wet
and stermy weather. The latter en-
tailed a large amount of cleaming up
andd cariing rubbish to the fire-pit, We
have completed the planting of the
westy face of the Cannon Hull, in the
neantime, until we are able io proceed
to Ratapibipihi and Whangamounona to
procure wore plants from tie Native
or nabtional reserves, Onoe of the staff
spent five days in the sports ground re-
pairing fences and preparing the semi-
cirele on the cast side on the site of
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which it is proposed to re-crect the
present old p:willi:m We propose
to plant the sides of the semi-circle
with high-stem tree ferns for immedi-
ate effect.  We will also plant the
present site of the pavilion when the
latter is vemoved . . . During the
month 1 reeeived packages of plants
from Mr. Lawson (New DPlymoutil),
Mrs, Smith (Hurworth), Mr. Billing
(Frankleigh), Mr, Allan (High School,
Ashburton), and  Mr. W. Smith
(Whangamomona).

QUESTION OF TEA KIOSK.

The ¢hairman brought up the matter
of the tea kiogk, which liad not been
o fingneial benefit to the board.  The
question was whether the tea-rooms
conld not ba made inte a rest room
and place for ladies, ITe mentioned
that thoe borough council had given an
pxtra £30 on the distinet understand-
ing that it wae to be spent in provid-
ing sanitary appliances for women,

Mr, Cock said that the objection to
such o place, unless an attendant was
in cliavge, was that it was liable to be
abused by those not entitled to it, as
was the case with beach gheds, and so
on.
The chairman smd he thonght that
tho position was not quite as bad as
Mr. Cock hiad said. TIf they were going
on the idea that heeanse somebody
would abuse it they would not do =
thing, they would never get anything
done, Regarding the tea kiosk, £30
ot £10 was spent a little while ago in
putting it in order and never since it
had opened had the hoard had a farth-
ing veturned frem it,

After some further disenssion, it
was decided that the board should visit
the park on Thursday, the 15th inst.,
and Turther consider the matter,

GENTERAL.

On the motion of the chairman it was
decided that the dressing shed should
be remaved from its present situation,
where 1t was something of an eyesore,
to the eastern side of the grounds,

The curator was authorised to spend
a sum up to £10 in purchasing p}ants
desirable to be planted in the park
which might eome under his notice,

Tt was decided that Messrs. Bellringer
and Hughes should go inte the question
of vent for sections owned by the
board and leased.

The condition of the sports pround
and surronnding terraces and their eare
by the Technical College were alluded
to, and it was finally decided that the
matter should be further discussed on
the 15th.

The chairman reported that the an-
nual subseriptions totalled £72 8s 6d.
At his sugeestion it was decided to
convey the thanks of the hoard to Mrs,
Dockrill, Miss Stephenson Smith, Miss
Perey Smith and Miss Curtis for their
work in collecting.

A resolution was passed eonfirming
the arrangement between the board
and the Jockev Club for the exchanece
of nortions of their grounds where they
adjoin,

Mr, Huehes was appointed visitor for
the ensning month.

Accounts amounting to £2 1s 6d were
passed for nayment,



TH, SEPTEMBER 3, 1918
FANCY DRESS RUGBY TOURNAMENT
PATRIOTIC WORK - FUNDRAISER

The following are the teams for the
fancy costume football burlesque, to he
letd on the Pukelura Puwrk sports
cronnd an Thursday pext, commencing
at 3 p.am.i—

A Team ({the Roesters).—H. Moon,
J. Brash, 11, Urgquhart, W. Dockyill, I,
Hoffmann, R, Paul, I, Honan, I,
Douch, L. B. Webster, D. Canicron
(captain), J. Dwyer, J. Abbott, C. Fair-
Lrother, Jack Lovell, W. Stevens, W,
Wood, R. H. Bartley, W. Kelliher,
Toby Turner, Fred Doughty.

B Team (The After-Thoughts).—-C,
Gray, W. Page, Tred Raoberison,
Day, P, Whitcombe, Pen Boyd,
Pavne, M. Armstrong, Bob Johnstone,
-— Whitton, — Dunstan. A. Avery, —
Smythe, — Thomson, E, Clarke, D,
Hughes, J. Eberlet, L. Morgan, J,
Kenny.

Marehals.—-T.. A. Nolan, E. . Web-
ster, C. 0. Ward.

Referee,~—1:, H. Clark.

Hon. Surgeon.—W. Jenkmson.

Tha teams, in costume, will meet at
Hooker's sample vooms, and headed by
the Citizens' Band, will march in pre-
cossion to the grounds at 2 pom.

During an interval of the game, an
exhibition of aerial tight-rope walking
will he given hy Me. J. Waod., Ano-
ther novel item will be the obstacle
race, for which 18 entries have heen
received. The competing bovs mayv get
their passes to the ground from Web-
ster’s Mart, !

The ambulance ontfit is in charge of
The Continental Count., assisted by
Dismal Jimmy, with egquipment com-
prising the latest idens from Europe,
and the surgery practised hy Dr. Dick
will he among the more serious items of
an otherwise ridienlously humorous en-
tertainment,

TDN, SEPTEMBER 6, 1918
FANCY DRESS RUGBY TOURNAMENT
PATRIOTIC WORK - FUNDRAISER

£3000 CAMPATIGN OPENED.

The Now Plymouth Pierfots opened
auspiciously yesterday their campaign
for the purpose of raising L£3000 for
local patriotie work, to be divided he-
tween the Patriotic Commnittee and the
Women's Patriotic Committee.

The particular feature §f the cam-
paign curtain-raiser was a burlesque
faney-eostume football mateh in the re-
ercation ground. This turp proved a
grent iuterest.creater. The contestanta,
Linown as the “roosters” and the “after.
thoughts,” with their various append-
Ages, foregathered in Egmont Street,
from wlience, headed by ihe Citizens’
Band, they marched, in all their gro-
tesque glory, to the playving arema. A
Inrge crowd gathered in the streets and
fullowed the mirth-makers to the Park,
where there was a large assemblago
who thoroughly enjoved an afternoon’s
irll  diversion. The teams tock the
field, led by a line umpire carrying a
huge tri-color flag, and the respective
sides lired up under their goal-posts and
marched to meet erch other in mid-Aeld.
Here, after being announced to ihe
spectators by their chief erier, wha
spoke_per medium of a2 biz megaplone,
they saluted each other in & war-ery of
mdistinguishable terms accompanied by
appropriate gesticulations. The May-
oress was announced to give the “kick-
off," and this opening item was the first
of a series of highly amusing incidents
cleverly arvanged and well carried out
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during the afternoon. The hall
“kicked off” by the Mayoress proved to
be a balloon, which, immediately it was
released, sailed swiftly upwards and
disappeared over the treetops, much to
the pretended chagrin of many of the
players.  Tha costumes in which the
players took the field were the most
wonderiul and wierd ereations imagin-
able, and to essav & deseription of thom
would be to atiempt the impossible
The identity of the playera was dis-
guised about as completely as ecould
pessibly be effected. Throughout the
game the raferce showed a wholepome
disregard for the rules of the game,
and the plareras an even more Whola-
some disregard of the whistle, and the
sgectators were kept in  shrieks of
laughter throughout the aftermoon.
Wise provision had been made for pos-
sible exigencies of the play, and “Dr.
Diick;” with his Limitless supply of “oxy-
gen for winded footballers,” was in
constant demand. This was pumped
into exhausted players with severily,
and to such extent in one case that the
anatomy of the “winded one” swelled so
visibly that he was provided with a
“houneing” corpulency that sent every-
one that came into contact with him off
with a tremendous rebound. One of
the most popular scores of the day was
that made by *“Charlie Chaplin,” who
received the eongratulations of the
whale fleld. The game, which was
plaved in o nwnber of spells, terminat-
ed in & draw, the score being 11 all
A try was scored just on the call of
time, but the referce dizallowed it and
appealed to the publie for a verdict on
the point, and was unanimously “up-
21" in his deeision,

Throughout the game ihe =ervjesa of
the “ark of refuge,” or hoerse smbu-
fanee. under the care at various times
of Charlie Chaplin and the monkey of
the party: was constantly gequisitioned.

Une ' unfortunate oeccurrence during
the pame was a somewhat heavy colli-
sipp Between Lwo players, in which JMr.
W. Wooid sustained a Vroken nose, D,
Blacklev was summoned, and atlended
to the injurcd man,

Amongst other items of attraction
was an exhibition of tight-wire walk-
ing by AMesers Wood (2). Thiz was
much enjoyed by the spectators. One
of the performers had the misfortune
to fall, and, in doine =0, his halancing-
rpd strpek o boy somewhat sharpiv as
he was seated on the small stand just
close to the wire. He was not seriously
bars

There was alzo an obstacle rmee for
boys. This consisted in negotiating a
sheep-net, raised up from the ground
on four short posts, erawling under a
hig tarpaulin which had been pegged
down to the grovond, and alse in get-
ting under a rail, which was secured
just a few inches from the ground.
Finally, they had to sort out their
voots and stockings, which had heén
mixed up in a barrel, put them on, and
make the winning-post. The winners
were: ¥, Newall 1, C. Hagenson 2, and
Ken Taylor 3

Another diversion was announced ns
the “roester stunt,” in which the big
‘hird “awallowed™ the length of
“tubing” atiached to “Dr. Diek™” oxv-
mon outfit. Meanwhile his eomparion
“hen™ pucceeded in Javing amonster ezz
in a “nest” which had been specially
set ont in the middle nf the grounds,

Throughout 1ihe sfternoon various
competitions were initiated, and a laroe
nimber of the surprime packet envel-
opes were Aold i

The Women'a TPatriotic Committes
alen liad a sweets and flower stall, at
waich good business was done.

1t is expected the outing will yield
well over £100.
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TH, SEPTEMBER 18, 1918
BAND CARNIVAL

LABOUR DAY, OCTOBER 28, 1918

.

B{ONSTER BM\ D CA RNIVAL

PUKEKURA PARK,

A DAY FOR YOUNG AND OLD

Processions to Grounds. Day and Night
Masquerade Dancing in the Ivening,

FULL PARTICULARS LATER,

0. J. HOWARTH,
Hon. Sec., Band Carnival.
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TDN, OCTOBER 16, 1918
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

A meeting of the Pukekura Park
Tieard was ealled for last night, but ow-
inr to there not being o quornmn pre-
sent the meeting formed itseli into a
eommitice and considered several mat-
ters. Mr. @ I Bellringer (ehairman)
presided, and there were also present:
Mrs, € IH. Burgess, DMessits G W
Prowne, A, Gray (secretary), and W. W.
Smith (eurator).

The curatar (M, W. W..Smith}) re-
ported that during the month good pro-
rress had been made with general work;
transplanting of {rees and shrubs had
been earried out, and the new lawn had
been sown down in Enghsh grass. Pre-
parations for the new fernery were com-
pleted, and the planting wonld iake
place as soon ag the ferns were received.
The planting of the bauks mear the
sports ground shed had also been eom-
pleted, He reported that prior to the
recent  football lowrmiment the prin-
einal of the Boys’ High School Lind sent
down o squad of boys io cut the grass
and generally elear up the ground. Not-
withetanding the erowds that had at-
tended, no«lamage had been ane to the
erounds.  Plants had heen veceived from
Mrs, J, Wheeler and Me. R Coeie (Vogel-
town), Chatham Tsland planis from Cap-
tain Waller, Native plants from Mr,
Layard (Pungarebu), and rose plants
from Mr. Shippev.

In n supplementarr report, it was
stafed that ithe prineipal of the Boye’
High School had lent a linrse, by means
of which shinele had heen carted and
spread on many of the walks.  The
euvator alse said e had visited Wha-
noamomena, and seeured A number of
rare specimens of Native ferns. Dona-
tions received pmounted to £2 Ts,




TH, OCTOBER 29, 1918
CITIZENS BAND CARNIVAL

WELL DESERVED SUCCESS.

Despite an avercast sky, no rain fell
o Monday afternoon and the Citizens’
Band Carnival in Pukekura Park pro-

coeded merrily from balf-past ¢leven
until five o'clock. The attendence was
large, over 2000 people paying for ad-
mission. The events on tho programme
wore numerous and interessing, and the
officials, who worked with a will, had
a veory busy six hours. 1t was regrei-
tedl that one or two of the spectacular
displays coukl not bo given.

PROCESSION OF DECORATED
EXHIBITS.

The judging of the procession ex-
hibits wis carried cut by Mr. A, M.
Bradbury, and the awards were mude
as follows:—

Best Working Exhibit.—New Ply-
mouth Technincal College.

Best Tradesman’s LExhibit.—Hygienic
Bakery 1, Leong Ting 2.

Best Decorated Motor-Car.—Mrs. W.

Stephens. ) )
Best Decorated Vehicle.—Mrs. Enms
(gig.) - .
Most  Original  Exhibit. — Dodge

Brothers (tank) 1, C. M‘Kay (bottle-
oh) 2. *

‘i‘he decorative exhibits were judged
by Mrs, . Dockrill and Miss B. Raw-
son, the awards being made as fol-
lows :(—

Best Decgrated Pram.—DMrs. Roe-
buck 1, Mrs. A. Hill 2, Mrs. Howarth
3, Mrs. Thompson, h.c.

Best Decorated Doll’s Pram.—Dor-
othy M‘Kay 1, Hazel George 2, Isabel
M‘IKay and Del Roebuck (equal) 3.

Best Decorated Tricyele.—Donglas
ilm:buck and Robert Howarth (equal)

Best Fancy Costume (boys).—Ne-
ville Bellringer (coster) 1, A. Howlett
(poilu) 2, Neville Roebuck (mad hatter)
4. Girls: Belle Ford (nurse) 1, Thelma
Knott (fish wife) 2, Ancesie Zemba (bal-
let dancer) 3.

Most Original Display.—Misses Holt
and Wallach (costermongers).

Most Original Juvenile Display.—
Fred and Frank Harrison (model yacht).

The stewards in this section were
Messrs. R. L. M'liroy and C. Ward.

TUG-OF-WAR.

Nincteen teams competed in  the
schools tug-of-war, the results being as
follows :—

First Round.—West End I beat Tech-
nical College A (time lmin. 46sce.);
West End B heat Fraokier Road
(30sec.); West End D heat Fitzroy
(Dsec.); West End E leat \\"r‘st T
H (5%secc.); Bell Block beat West End
O (P2sec.); West End A beat Central
¢ (Imin. lsee.); Stanley Road heat
Central B (1min. 8sec.); Technical B
bheat Wost End G (Iminn. 45sec.) ; West
Fnd F beat Central A (32sec.); West
Kod B beat Central I 1min. ldsec,);
West End D beat Omata (Imin. d6sec.)

Semi-finals.—Stanley Road beat West
End A (time Imin. 38sce.); Bell
Block beat West End B (50zec.): Tech-
nical Collego B beat West End A
(3min.); Bell Block beat Stanley Road
(1min. 13scc.); West End E beat West
Fnd F (10scc.) ; West End E beat Tech-
nical Colleze B (Imin. 10sec.); Bell
Block beat West Find D (Tmin, 59ec,)
Owing to West End A h:u'ingdpulled a
gocond time instead of West Fnd D, Bell
Block sportingly agreed to pull the lat-
ter team.
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Final—Bell Block beat West End T
{lmin, 17sec.) Tho Beoll Block team
consisted of: Claude Jelffroy, John Po-
letti, Archie Giddy, Sidnev Rowe and
Bert Iolmes. The captain, who did
not pull, was Henry Falwasser, Bell
Block were the winners of the compe-
tition last year.

The tug-of-war was controlled by
Mr, P. J. Planagan, assisted by
Mossrs. Whittle (time keeper), Jenkins
and Christiansen,

CONTESTS AND DISPLAYS.

No less than 60 races for children
were run off early in the afternoon.

The motor-cyele events which were
among the other contests attracted
considerable interest. The results of
the various races and contests were as
follow :—Motor-bike obstacle racé: F.
Taunton 1, E. Lealand 2, Kohe 3. One
hundred yards school championship
(girls): Elsio Lynch 1, Thelma Land 2,
Olive Noble 3. Boys: D. Pennington
1, M. Molloy 2, R. M‘Lean 3. Tilting
at the ring (motor-bike): I", Taunton
5 rings, 17 3-9sec.) 1, E. Lealand (4
rings, 19 1-3see.) 2. Two hundred and
twenty yards handicap (boys under 19):
J. M'Malion 1, K. Rampton 2, Four
hundred and forty yards handicap (boys
undoer 19): G, Moorhead 1, L. Moor-
head 2. Bandsmen's race: W, Llliott
1, R. Ward 2. Committeemen’s raco:
0. J. Howart* 1, T. Petty 2. Mr, Al-
len was in charge of the motor events
and Messrs. J. H. Fowler and P. J.
TFlanagan were call stewards.

A chain-stepping competition was won
by Mr. T, Julian (21yds. 2ft. 104in.),
Mr. N, Miller being second.

Excellent oxhibitions of  vanious
classes of Highland dancing were given
on a platform by Mr, J. Faley, Miss
Iahey, Mr. and Miss M‘Rae (Bell
Block), and Master Ian and Miss M.
Ferguson (Cardilf). The music was
{)l.nyed by Mrs. George (piano) and Mr.,
tupert George (violin),

A squad of children from the Cen-
tral School gave a display of physical
drill under Mr. Howarth. Thoir work
was excellent and the oxhibition was
made the more attractive by the neat
uniforms of blue and white, with red
ribbons, which the girls ware.

A squad of thirty-four High School
boys, under D. Saxton, gave a dvill
display with rifles and evoked general
admiration by the smartness and uni-
formity of their movements.

OTHER ATTRACTIONS.

Seoveral side-shows wera controlled
by Mr. Andrew Hooker, assisted by
Messrs, Torpey and Rogers.

Jee eream and sweets stalls wore con-
ducted by the New Plymouth High
High School Old Girls’ Association,
with Miss . Andrews at tho head. They
hiad a large stock but it was disposed of
bafore the afternoon was ended.

Aftornoon tea was in great demand
and the tables which were provided in
marauees and under the large pergola,
which had heen provided with a can-
vazg roof for the ocension, were always
{ully eceupied. The avrangements as a
wholefwere in the eapahle hands of the
Mavorass (Mrs .C. H. Burgess) and two
of the sections were managed by Mrs.
. Bullet and Mrs, F. W, (i, M‘Leod,
respectively, The memhbers of the Wo-
men's Patriotic Committee and others
who attended to the scrving came
through a busy afterncon with credit.

The Citizens’ Band provided music at
intervals throughout the afterncon.
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TH, NOVEMBER 6, 1918
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly meeting of the Puke-
kura Park Board was held on Tues-
day evening, Mr. C. K. Bellringer pre-
siding. There wero also present: The
Mayoress (Mrs, C. H, Burgess), Measrs.
G. W. Browne, W. A. Colis, BR. C.
Hughes and A. Gray (secretary),

Apologies were received 1row ndessrs.
H. tord and R. Cock.

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT,

The Chairman reported that it had
been decided, after visiting the grounds,
that the shed should not be removed
hut should be made babitable. It had
alsp been agreed that sthe matier of
sanitary arrangements be lefy in the
bands of Mr. Cook, the borough en-
gineer, and to set apart a portion of
the tea-rooms as a waibing-room for
women and children.

CURATOR’S REPORT,

Mr. W. W. Smith reported : The work
of the staff was somewhat hindered by
wet wenther. We pushed the planting
as far as is possible for that reasoen,
and are now endeavouring to carry on
the more urgent work with the reduced
statf.  The borough workmen ploughed
up and re-formed ®™the road from the
sports ground gate down to a distance
¢f a chain for the entrance to the
grounds proper. We carted some tons
of clay and pushed the road up to the
gate. The whole wark is well done and
will prave a great and lasting improve-
ment on the previous rough condibion
of the road. Wo have finished the walk
along the west side of the upper lake
in the meantime. Wae hope to linish-the
Vogeltown entrance this week, when we
also hope to get another man to assist
in carting the shingle to it [ received
some native plant seeds from an un-
known donor living in the Awakino
district, This lady or gentleman has
sent these valuable sceds for years
past. 1 enclose £1 7s 8d reccived as
tullows: Firewood Ts 6d, donation hox
Gs 2d, boat hire 14s. 1 am glad to re-
port that the storms and gales of last
month did no material dumage to any
parts of the park.

It was decided to leave the matter
of engaging additional assistance in the
hands of the chairman.

GENTRAL.

Mrs. Cory wrote asking the board for
permission to hold the keys of the tea-
roon, and only open on special days,
guch as band Sundays, as it did not
pay to keep the rooms open every day.

It was decided to ask Mrs. Cory to
meet, the board at next mecting and
discuss the matter.

With reforence to the £150 donated
by the New Plymouth Borough Council
to ba spent subject to tho approval of
the Mayor, Mr. O, I. Burgess wrofe
suggesting that it should be used in
providing a stona wall at the entrance
of Iillis Street in place of the very
unsightly iron fence now in use.

It was resolved to accede to the re-
quest, and to ask the Borough Council
to permit tho wall to be arected 12ft. an
Fillis Street, a committee of the whole
board to deal with the matter,

Mrs. Burgess was appointed visitor
for the menth. ., " =

Accounts amounting to £9 4s 5d were
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The previous year Percy Smith had resigned from the Board; the vacancy was filled by W. C.
Weston. Another change was that of secretary. Albert Grey resigned the position and the vacancy was
filled by P. E. Stainton. The position of secretary was advertised as a paid position, but, Stainton took
on the job as an honorary role. He remained on the Board for 44 years. Stainton Dell was named after
him.

There were some improvements made to the Park. A new men’s toilet block, constructed by Messrs
Russell and Son, was located by the old Tea House, remnants of which can still be seen today against
the bank to the south of the old wisteria, next to the current Tea House. A short walk was formed
from near the Band Rotunda down to the water Lily Pond (Hatchery Lawn). The curator thought this
would be convenient for ladies and nurses with young children.

The theft of plants was an ongoing problem; roses were leaving the park as quickly as they were
being planted. The curator also pointed out at one of the committee meetings that, “The last of the
todeas or royal ferns, was stolen from near the lower waterfall recently.”

In April in the Taranaki Daily News, it was reported that: “There is at present to be seen at Pukekura
Park the rare sight of banana trees in bloom. These are not the ordinary fruiting variety, but belong to
the Abyssinian kind, which grow in great profusion in the vicinity of the Nile. Those in the park have
been grown from seed, which was planted about seven years ago. The blooms which three of the trees
have thrown are really magnificent specimens. The trees are now twelve feet in height and are
situated just north of the lower lake. Some Fijian bananas were planted, but the severity of the past
winter killed them.”

Donations included:
Mr Cody, of Foxton, pair of black swans.
Plant Donations:

The park received a quantity of Australian gum trees from Mr Maxwell, of Opunake. The curator felt
that they should be planted in a suitable place in the park to test their growth and quality. He thought
they would be a good addition to the park and that the result of the experiment could be of value to
the farming and pastoral community.

Other plant donations included: Mr T. W. Adams, Greendale, Canterbury, seeds of rare Japanese
trees; a Taumarunui correspondent, a parcel of native plant seeds which were sown in the bush on the
east side of the upper lake; a Stratford donor, seeds of quintonia, a fine native tree; Mr H. R. Cattley,
ferns from the Bay of Islands; a packet of native plant seeds was received from an anonymous donor
at Waikumete. Mrs Burgess, six new varieties of Hydrangeas; Messrs Duncan & Davies and
Morshead, shrubs for planting in the park.
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Summary of significant events

. A men’s toilet block was built by the old tea rooms

. A pergola was built at the base of Cannon Hill, on the north east side

. W. C. Weston was appointed to the Board to replace Percy Smith, who had resigned the previous year
. Albert Grey resigned as Secretary of the Board. P. E. Stainton offered to take his place.

Thought to be of the Victory Parade on July 19, 1919, celebrating the end of
the First World War. (Top: Puke Ariki A.4.49. Bottom: Puke Ariki A.4.50.)
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TH, FEBRUARY 2, 1919
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The Pukekura Park Board met on
Tuesday evening, Those present were:
Mr. €. E. Bellminger (churraan), Mis,
C. H. Burgess, Messrs. W. A. Collis,
R. U, Hughes, Harris iord. ) _

The curator (Mr. W. W. Smith), in
the course of his repork, stated: During
last month [ received a donation of 1Us
from Mr. Kelly, of Awskino ,for the
park. Mr. T. W. Adams, of Green-
dale, Canterbury, also sent some sceds
of rare Japanese irees and Mr. Max-
well, of Opunake, some sceds of Aus-
tralian gum trees. These, when rear-
ed, will require to be q‘lanted in a suit-
able site in the park to test their
growth and quality. They should prove
good additions to the park collection.
All such experiments are of areat value
to the farming and pasiral  com-
munity. A Taumarunui corresponde:t
sent a fine parcel of native plant seeds,
which have been sown in the bush on
the ecast side of the upper lake. . A
Stratford donor sent some seeds of
quintinia, a very fine native tree. The
ceneral vegetation of the park is malk-
ing rapid and robust growth this sea-
son. Probably cwing to the epidemic
of disease three months ago, the num-
ber of holiday visitors to the park has
not, so far, reached the average of
former vears.

The chairman submitted plans for a
sanitary block in conerete.—On the mo-
tion of Mr. Hughes the plans were
adopted, and it was decided to accept
the tender of Messrs, Russell and Son
for carrying out the work for the sum
of about £80.

The chairman reported that . the
hoats on the lake, which were now
controlled by the board, were bringing
in a substantial profit, slightly over
£30 having been banked from this
source in two months,

Mr. H. Ford was appointed overseer
for the ensuing month.

Accounts amounting to £7 lds were
passed for payment.

TH, FEBRUARY 19, 1919
BAND RECITALS

Another of the series of evening band
recitals will be given in Pukekura Park
to-morrow evening, commencing at ¥
o'clocl, when the following programme
is to be submitted: March *“Merry
Musieians!’ (Greenwood); Smite, ““Tales
of Long Ago” (Ivanovicl); intermezp,
“The (lowworms’ Parade” (Rimmer);
Fantr'acté Comique, ‘“The Policeman’s
Holiday™ (Montague Ewing); selection,
“English Songs” (Rimmer); March,
“America’’ (1. H. Lesey); trombone
solo, ‘‘Alice, Where Art Thou?”
(Ascher); quickstep, “The Machine-gun
Guards' (Marechal). A collection will
be taken up in aid of the band funds,

TH, MARCH 28, 1919
BLACK SWANS DONATED
Mr, G. Coby, of Foxton, has present-
ed to the Pukekura Park a pair of
black swans.

TH, FEBRUARY 13, 1919
STONE WALL FOR FILLIS STREET

At the meeting of the Borough Coun-
eil on Wednesday evening a letter from
the chairman of the Pukekura Park
Board (Mr. C. E. Bellringer) was.read
to the effect that the Mayor (Mr. C.
H, Burgess) had intimated to the board
that he desired that the amount of his
honorarium for 1918, so kindly donated
by him through the council, should be
utilised in paying for the erection of a
boulder-stone wall along Fillis Street,
replacing the present galvanised iron
fence on the eastern side of the main
entrance to the park from Iiardet
Street. The board had agreed to this

roposal but, in order to obtain a satis-
factory foundation for the wall, desired
to place 1t 12ft. to the northward of the
present fence. Immediately inside the
wall there would be a path for public
use. The writer asked the council to
look into the matter with a view to
granting this facility towards the im-
mediate ervection of the wall.-— Council-
lors agreed that the improvement to the
main entrance of the park was a very
important matter and decided to reply
that they would make no objection to
the proposal.
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TDN, FEBRUARY 25, 1919
PEACE CELEBRATION

PROPOSED LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS,

The sub-committee =ei up to 2o info
the matter of the progrumme iy connee-
tion with the peace celebrations n New
Plymouth hos prepared u seheme, follaw-
ing lurgely the lines set forth in Lhe
Government propo-als, which will be sub
mitted to o general necting of the cop.
mittee to be heid ab an eacly date,

The celebrations will be on Sunday,
Mondiy, and Teesduy alter peace is de-
claved,  The two days will be declared
publie holiduays by fhe Governnent, A
further function for childeen will be
provided on the Wenesday night.

SUNDAY.

On the Sunday appropriate scrvices
wiil be held in all the churehos, aml in
the afternoon combined open-aiy serviees
will be held in Pukekorg Park,  Should
the weather he wet the latter will be
held in the theatres,

MONDAY,

Monday wil]l be given up more to a
dewonstration, the programme being as
follows:—

10.30 a.m —Procession Lo racecourse (the
principal place in the processione
to be given to retwned sofdiers).

12 noon.—Sileut, bare-headed tribute for
one minute to the brave and hou-
ored deud.

125 pm—Addresses (limited to five
minutes cich) by the Mayor, the
M.P. for the distriet, and other
selected spenicers.

12,30 1o 1.30,—Luncheon for returned sol.
diers,

12.30~Gymkhana.

7.30—Torehlight procession,

8.—Fireworke display in Pukekura Park.

TUESDAY.

11 am. to 4 pm—Children's earnival in
Pukekura Park, Presentution of
Souwvenir Peace Medals provided
by the Giovernment. Sweets and
light refreshments to be provided
for children.

§ pm—Piain and faney dress ecitizens’
bail in Coronation Hall.

WEDNESDAY.

8 p.m-—Children's plain and fancy dress
ball at Coronation Hall,
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TH, APRIL 2, 1919
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The ordlnary monthly meeting of the
Punckura Park Boeata was held 1 uacsagy
evening, the chan bewny vccupied by M
C, M Bellynger.

Preseat: wmirs. C. 'H.  Burgess,
Messma, R, Co Hughes, G, W, Browne,
We Aeboll Cock, and LL 3osd,

An apotogy was recowved for the wi-
senee of the secretary (Mr, A, Gray).

CARETAKER'S REPORT.

With the continuned improvement in
the weather early in ganuary, the
gencral work in the purk liss been
copducted  more  expeartionsly,  The
heavy mowing is about completed, and
the burnig o the grass and enbbish is
finished a5 fav as is possible at pre-
:‘.vc'ﬂ_t- The contractor for the new lava-
tories near tho tea rooms lias complet-
ed the work as far as possible, and
now awaits the plambers tn complete
the work cf leyving on the water.  Tho
grass on ihe sporie pround has heen
cub by horseamower  and  removed,
which has improved matters, A tom-
porary latrine has been erocted at the
back of tho cottage in the sparts
ground, and the eottage painted. When
the heavy mowing is finished we shall
proceed with the erection of tho heavy
pergola, aloag the base of the eannon
hill, heside the creele in the sports
ground.  During the Jast week Mr.
Cody, a Foxton resident, sent a pair
of black skans to the park. One of
them died during tha week, and ihe
other has disappeared and has not vet
been found,  Mr. Cody will send sho-
ther paiv Inter on, My, R T Cattley
presented some ferns received from ihe
Bay of Tslands. | A packet of Native
plant seeds was veceived from an un-
Inown donor from YWaikumete,

Recoipts sinee Mavch 31 total £2 9s,

The renort was adopted,

CORRESPONDINCE.

Mr. H. R. Cattley, secretary of the
New Plymouth Citizens 'Band. wrote
forwarding a choque for £11 135 a5 o
donation to-the bonrd’s funds,  The
band committee cuggested that  the
hoard ehould asphalt the band ro-
tunda al the Park, as the foor was
at present very uneven to stand  on,
A member of tha hand would ecarrv out
the work if tha board provided the
material.

_The hoard passed 2 resolution  of
thanks to the band for its denation.

GENTRAL.

It was decided to erect temporary
protection to the entrance at  the
Vogeltown end of the park.

Tho nomination of a member in lou
of Mr. Perey Smith. was adjourned un-
til the annual meeting,

Mr. Hughes was appointed overscer
for the maonth. :



TDN, APRIL 2, 1919
DONATED SWAN DIES

At last night’s meeting of the Puke-
kure. Park Board the curator reported
that one of the black swans presented by
Mr. Cody, of Foxton, had diéd during
the same week that they were received,
and the other one had since disappeared,
and no trace of it had been found. He
belietéd Mr. Oody would send another
pair later on.

TDN, APRIL 2, 1919
RESIDENTS OBJECT TO STONE
WALL IN FILLID STREET

At last night's meeting of the Puke-

kura Park Bonrd the chairman (Mr, C. T,
Bellvinger) reported that the proposal in
regard to the erection of a cobble-stone
wall along Fillis Street in plhce of the
regent cosrugated iron fenee was hell
up on account of twe of the residents on
the opposite side of the street objecting
to the taking into the park’grounds of
the present footpath. It was vesolved 13
leave the matter in the hands of the
chairman,

TDN, APRIL 3, 1919
BANANA PALM IN FLOWER

There iz at present to be seen at Puke.
kura Park the rare sight of banana trees
in bloow. These are not the ordinery
fruiting variety, but belong to the
Abyssinian kind, which grow in great
profusion in the vicinity of the Nile
Those in the park have heen grown from
seed, which was planted about seven
years ago. The blooms which three of
the trees have threwn are really. mag-
nificent specimens, The trees are now
apont twelve feet in height, and are
situated just worth of the lower lake
Some Fijian bananae were planted, but
the severity of the past winter kijled
tlhiem. . '

TH, MAY 8, 1919
COUNCIL REPS ON PARK BOARD

Pukekura Park: Crs, Brooker, Grif:
fiths, and Short.

TH, MAY 19, 1919
WIGGINS MEMORIAL DAMAGED

On the rising ground above the upper
lake in Pukekura Park there was crected
by his fellow-oflicers in the Bank of New
South Wales & neat memorial to the
memory of Mr. Wigeing, formerly of
New Plymouth, who died on active ger-
viee in South Afrien. The marble column
of this monument has been violently
wrenched from ite positien and thrown
down. TIn falling it smashed some of
the iron railing and stanchioug of the
concrate pedestal :
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TH, MARCH 1, 1919
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD A.G.M.

ANNUAL MEETING.

The annual meeting of the Pukekura
Park Board was held at the Soldiers’
Club on Tuesday evening, The chair
was occupied by Mr. C, E. Bellringer,
there also being present: The Mayoress
(Mrs. C. H. Burgess), Messrs. R. C.
Hugles, H, Ford, A. 8. Brooker, W, A.
Coluis and A. Gray (sccretary).

ANNUAL REPORT AND BALANCE-
SHEET,.

The Chairman reported that it was
with pleasure he was able to say that,
notwithstanding the abnormal season of
last year and the comparatively fewer
visitors to the park, the result of the
influenza pandemic and unfavourable
weather, they had been able to accom-
plish a considerable amount of useful
work and to keep their financiol posi-
tion fairly satisfactory. Owing to the
stressful time through which they had
passed in November last it was found'
mipossible to carry out the proposed
special fete in January, therefors that
source of revenue wus lost. The Mayor
(Mr. C. H. Burgess) kindly offered his
honorarinm for the past wvear to the
hoard, with n request that it shonld
be used to erect a boulder wall along
the Fillis Street boundary of the sports
ground, thus doing away with the un-
sightly iron fence at present existing.
The Borough Conneil raised no abjection
to u slight encroachment, but owners
on the opposite side of the street re-
fused to consent, so nothing has yet
been done, It is hoped that the objec-
tions may yet be withdrawn and the
work procceded with. The DBorough
Council increased their, grant to tho
Board by £350, for the erection of
latrines. These have heen erected, con-
structed of boulders and concrete. The
entrance from Liardet Street has been
much improved by the re-forming sand
cravelling of the pathway. The work
of the staff is dealt with fully by the
curator in his report. On the 2Ist and
24th of May respectively two of the
staff left the board's service, owing,
they stated, to the low rate of wages
paid. Later, others were engaged tem-
porarily by the chairman to assist in
tho work undertaken at the sports
ground and elsewhere. The exception-
ally wet winter of 1918 was fuvourable
to the prowth of tree ferns and shrubs,
which huve done exceptionally well, The
dressing rocm on the sports ground was
repaired and painted, which is much
appreciated by youthiul patrons, When
the extri man was dispensed with in
August we continued the important
work of }rlunting and transplanting
yvoung and large trees in the park, and
all have grown vigorously. The pan-
demic of disenses mgin& i New Zea-
land during Oectober, November and
December caused a great falling off in
the number of visitors to the park,
There was also a preat falling off in the
numhber of Euvopean and Australian
tonrists who generally visit Taranaki.
After Christmas the number of visitors
increased, but not in the ratio of for-
mer years. Patrons and friends of the
park were generous in sending seeds
and plants, of both native and exotic
species, to add to the park collection,
The chairman eulogised the work of the
curator by planting ferns and other
native {rees to the best advantage,
which are now coming to fruitition. He
added that ho doubted if in any other
park in the world there is to bo seen
such a magnificent display of tree ferns
as now adorn the park. Mr, Smith was
appointed curator in March, 1908, a
little more than eleven years ago, and
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has work s the best evidence of tlie
taste and skill he has shown in enhane-
g the beauties of the park. The
chairman regretted that he was not in a
position financially to take advantage
to the full, of his knowledge and ability.
Ifar too much of the eurator’s time was
taken up by work which could be done
by labourers. Hade they greater means
and a large staff, much better work
could be dono by Mr. Smith, The sports
cround  had occasioned considerable
thought, Owing to the lonz school va-
cation i November, December, and
January, the ground was practically un-
used, and & rank growth of grass and
weeds rovered the swrface.  Repeated
endeiavours were made to get the grass
cut, without avail, and it was not until
late in the season that the work was
completed. The ground was now being
used by the Star Faeotball Club, under
a temporary arrangement, The grrange-
ment with Mr. Gray for the usp of the
grounds hy the Technical College, will
now termmate, and we shall have to
determine on a poliey. for the future,
He suggested that it would ba wise to
seb up a committee to have charge of
the grounds, under the hoard. 'The
young men who take a keen interest in
sport, and others conmected with the
various sports clubs and schools., should
ba vepresented on the committco. In
this way they would share the responsi-
hility of its upkeep, and have y definite
interest in effccting impravements, The
eurator has had in view the establish-
jng of the frrnery, g dacided by the
heand gemp g o ol and
the time has pow arrived when some-
thing definite should he done. The
erection of a rough bush house is all
that is necessary for the present, and
as there is ample macrocarpan in the
Eark for the work, the ¢xpense will not
e great. A gentleman, who has one
of the finest collections of ferns in the
Dominion, has intimated that gs soon
as they were ready to receive the plants,
he will make a good donation of ferns.
In thig park, where ferns grow to per-
fection. we ought to have the finest
and fullest colleetion in the Dominion.
The opportunity was theirs if they were
willing to take it. In this vegard he
(the chairman) again urged that they
set up a committee of experts to assist
the curator in this part of the work.
We have received from two gentlemen
whoe make a special study of afloresta-
tion, the offer of a donation of young
gum trees. The intention is that a sec-
tion of the Park should be devoted to
growing gum trees of varions kinds, a
record being kept of their growth and
developnent., If that were done they
would be able Lo afford most valuable
lielp to those aboni to plant un their
furms and other places, by demonstrat-
mg the varietios mest likely to succeed
in this distriet.  The gentlemen who
had mude the liheral offer referred to
were also willing to nid in establishing
the triul ground for the purpose. He
trnsted that a beginning would be made
this season. We have in the Park a
small colicetivn of roses. and with our
limited staff it is quite impossible that
the roses can receive the attention they
need. There are quite a number of
varieties that do \\'en here. He would
like to ses tose enthusiasts come to
the help of the board and make the
collection something which the Park
might well be proud of. Waork of this
nature was done by lovers of the gueen
of flowers in other places, why neb
here A suggestion had been made to
hold a fete on Labouwr Day to raise
funds. He would go further and sug-
gest a carnival extending over sever-
al days. If they put forward a bold
programrme, he felt sure they would get
public support. There was urgent
need for decent dressing rooms, ete,,
in connection with the sports prounds.
Surely they could do something defi-
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nite towards that and other matters
which had been outlined. He was
quite persuaded that unless they adopt-
od a strong progressive policy they
weuld be left behind by the other or-
ganisations that are working for the
muprovement of the town. They hal
under their charge the most beautiful
of all the town's possessions, and it
must be their aim to add to its beauty
and charm. Thanks were duc to the
Citizens’ Band for the concerts given
by them, and regret was expressed that
they were unable to do more, owing
to the exceedingly henvy demand made
upon their time. They had done really
well and it was hoped that during
the coming season a number of even-
ing concerts wonld be arrangea.

The balance-sheet showed the receipts
to bo £624 Te 4 (inclusive of balance
of £71 10s 8d from previous year),
the expenditure £553 7s 3d leaving a
oredit balance of £71 0s 1d.

Mr. Bellringer then moved the adop-
tion of the balance-sheet, and that
the report bo received, as he wished
it to be more fully discussed at an
adjourned meeting to be held on July L.

The otion was soconded by Mr,
Hughes and carried.

CURATOR’S REPORT

The curabor (Mr. W. W. Smith) re-
ported that during the last two months
the prineipal work was mowing, grub.
Ling gorse, and the burning of rub-
bish.  Tho walk from ihe upper fea
rooms bud been raised with clay, on the
imner service to prevent water from
lodging on the surface.  The walk
on the west side of e lake would be
similarly treated when the weather
vonditions were favonrable.  Two old
pine trees had been removed from the
site of the praposed new fernery. Thren
more exhausted pines required removal,
but he awaited a visib ol inspection by
the board members hefore removing
them. Tho trees authorised by the
board for purchuse were obtained and
Liave been distributed over the park
whero they will bo effectively ornamen-
tal in the generyl blending of the park
vegetption in future years. A new
flower border and shrubbery has been
formed nlonz the west base of Can-
non Hill, on the bend of the sports
ground.  The group of native trees
and tree ferns planted eight months
ago on the westorn slopo of Cannon
Hill, above the newly formed border,
are now well established and growing
rapidly,  Should the board determine
to resume control of the sports ground
from date, 1 would suggest that the
members pay an official visit to the
ground, when all matters pertainming
to alterations, improvemernts and man-

agement could be fully discussed. 1T
reccmmend  inereasing  J.  Pickrell’s

wages by os per week,—The report was

adopted.
GUNERAL.

The arranzements made by the chair-
man with the Siar Football Club for
the use of the sports ground, were
confirmed, and the committea to be
asked Lo use its best endeavours to see
that no damage was done to the ter-
rpces.

The proposal to set aside a sbetion of
the ground in the Park for the growing
of various kiads of gwin trees, was ap-
proved., ‘

A dissussion took place en the matter
of provision of a room for the use of wo
raen and ehildren, in which tea could
be made and the supply of hot water
ohtainod, alse the providing of move-
uble tables and folding scats, for use
cut in the epen.  The Mayvoress (Mrvs.
Rurgess) stressed the necessity of such
provision and iustapced aimilar aecoms
modation m other parks in the town.

The park was undonbledly a most
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beautiful place to walk throwgh, but
were quite uniaviting for picknicking
parties, especinlly for mothers and
children,  The boeard should endenvouy
to populariss the grounds by attract-
ing the people and holding functions
there, such ag was done by other bodies
centrolling recreation grounds, Uiniil
that was done the park would never
be as attractive as it should,

It was decided to defer further con-
sideration until next meeting, when the
annual report will be further consi-
dered.

It was deecided to recommend the
pppointiment of Mro W, C. Weston o
Government nominee on ithe board in
place of Mr. S, Percy Smith (vesigned),

Mr. A, Gray tendered bis resignation
as secretary, which was aceepted with
regreb,  Mr. Bellvinger veferved to the
valnable services vendeved by the se
cretary, and in moving that o hearty
vole of thanks be accorded, wished him
every sueeess in his new sphere at Ha-
woerd.

M. Greay relurned thanks to the
board Tor their Kindly remarks and the
valuablo assistanee rendered Lo him by
the chairman  amd  members, Mo,
Brooker was apyomted overseer for the
¢nsning menths, .

A vole of thanks accarded
auditor (Mr. . Halilen)
the meeting.

to tho
termimated

TH, JUNE 18, 1919
BOARD SELLING PINE CONES

At a meeting of the Pukekura
Park Board held on Tuesday evening
an offer of 6d per sack for pine cones
was received. Members were of the
opinion that the price was too low.
Certainly mot less than 2s 64 should
be accepted. “‘The seeds from the cones
are now ab a very high price,” re-
marked a member, ‘“they ara being
used in the manufacture of toffee to
take the place of almonds.”’

TH, JULY 9, 1919
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

A meeting of the Pukekura Park

Board was held on Tuesday afternoon
Present: Mrs. C. H. Burgess, Mesars .
E. ‘Bellringer (chairman), W. A, Collis,
Harris, Ford, and R. C. Hunglas,

The chairman reported that severel
members of the board had visited the
Park on Thursday last and had, assisted
by the advice of the curator, decided to
fell a number of decaying and dead trees,
the wood to be sold for firewood.

It was decided to obtain gravei
cnders for the paths in the park,

The board’s solicitors, Messts Govett
and Quilliam, reported on the resolution
of the board referring to the prosecution
of three yonths for damaging the monu-
ment at the south end of the park, ‘The
solicitors reported: “We have looked into
the evidence in this matter, and it ap-
pears to use that the occurrence was
purely an accident. Under the cireum-
stances we do not think any useful pur-
pose would be served by prosecuting.”
It was resolved, in accord with the fore-

f_oing, not to proceed with the prosecn-
nn.

The monument will be re-erected with
out cost to the board. ;
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TH, JULY 21, 1919
PEACE CELEBRATIONS IN THE PARK

AT PUKERURA PARK:

The scene ou arriving at the Park
was a memorable one.  The terraces
swere thronged with spectators, while en
the plaxing arens, were marshalied the
Bands, veterans, returned soldiers, High
Schonl Cadets, Frontiersmen, Eenior
Cadets, ete,  The competition cary,
which were the only carz allowed iu
the grounds, were marshalled towards
the side for judging purposes. Several
selections were played by the Citizens’
Band and the Salvation Army Baprd al-
ternately, prior to the speech making,
whieh ook place from a platfarm at the
gotthern ead of the ground.  The
weather throughout the procession was
kind, but at the conclusion of the cerps
monial a li~ht showed fell.

The official celcbrations on Peace Day
commenced with the procession to Puke-
kurg Park, The committee in charge of
this part of the programme laid their
plans well, and everything passed off
without a hitch. The various sections
were assembled ab previously uotified
places so that at a giver sign from
the Marshal (Mr. J. H. Fowler), the
whole of the umits could be linked up
Bod proceed in order without any un-
gertainty, Those to whom the work of
ssgembling the wvarious sections were
dlelegates carried out their duties well
pnd the whole of the arrangements
worked smoothly.

Punctually to time the procession
moved off, headed by a full muster of
the members of the Citizens’ Band, for
whom the way was cleared by two
wounted constables, The place of honr
was given to the members of the loeal
dranch of the New Zealand Veterans'
'Association, of whom about 30 guthered,
gnd they were accommodated in two
‘motor buses. Next o them came e

young vetorans of the late war, sbont
120 strong. Their pascing was tbe sig-
nal for hearty cheering at several places
along the route, and theip prescnce in
the Tine must have stirred the hearts
of g1l with an unquenchable pride in
the epirit and courage of the young
‘men of our land. Doubtless also the
sight of them sgnt longings surging
throuph the hearts of many for the
gpeedy retorn of loved omes who have
uot yet veached lhome, as it nlso must
bave opesied aguin the wound in other
hearts caused by the remembrance of
those for whose return friends and
foved ones will look in vain. But these
regrets were no doubt lessemed by the
knowledge that by the sacrifices made
peace purchased, and that “the
path of duty” had been “the read to
lory.” . .
g'Ii‘ol]r.wurin,.c,n- the soldiers came the civic
representatives of the Borough, includ-
tng the Mayor and Councillors in three
motor cars, Next to the “City Fathers”
were representatives of the Mothers of
the Empire,” marching brovely, to show
to the communit~ with what pride of
Leart they hod given worthy sons in a
ucble ecanse. ;



Next came the representatives of the
Patriotic organisations, whose work did
g0 18uch to help the boys at the front
to persevere in the fight for frecdom
and the ee which was being cele-
®rated, and who are still helping to
pake the taste of repatriation of dis
gmroed soldiers n3 easy and compicte as

aible.  Of these there iwere the

pmen’s National Reserve, Vietoria
Leagye, the Women’s Patriotic Society,
amd the General Patriotic Committee,
each occupying several motor cars, A
ear load of Red Cross work was
followed by two cars of murres from
the local Tospital, driven "y Dra.
Walker and Leatham.

Ta smecossion to the warworkers
feaemo the lines of the country's defence
an represented by the legion of
Trontiersmen, of whom there wore 52

sent. and a fine hody of ahout 250

ye’ High School Cadets, whao ;_ehcw_od
the necustomed evidence of their dis-
wipline. and whose marching was @ dis-
finct featurc of the procession, the sube
fect of much favorable comment. Fol-
Jowing & small troop of Semior Cadets
were n splendid group of about 50 Boy
Beouts, who drew a small hand-cart on
which o tent wn3 erected, and over it
floated o string of small flags signalling
¢he jmmortd) message of Lord Nelson at
ffrafalrar: “England expects every man
to do his duty”

Next in order came n conlingent _c:f
girle from the Bigh School, about 60 inf
wwmber. who were in turn follovzed by
phildren from the local Btate primary
schoole and the Convent schodl, ymmber-
Sng nbout 400 all thid.  Their hanners
and flags floatad bravely in the breeze,
and their presence betokened tue hope
of the futurs in Which the fruits of
the war may be more fulTy appreciated
and enjoyed {kan is possible 3t present.

The Salvation Army Band Jed the suc-
geeding units o fthe procession. which
consisted of a wierd-looking armored
car with the ominous-looking muzzle
of & gun protrnding from its fore part,
und bearing the inscription “After four
years of service on the Western front,”
-gmd this was followed by some two
duran or go yrivately-owned motor cars,
'whyri owners had been to a groat deal
of paina to have them suitably decorated
for so great an oceasion. A conspicuous
ear in thiz ecetion was that of the
Plunket Soeiety, which, while carrying
gn abundant supply of patriotic colors
disployed also its signal warning, now
of more poient ineaning than ever,
®Qave The Babies” Many of the cars
kad their entire framework enwrapped

_fn red, white and blue ribbons and flags,
and ofhers were also aily garianded

TH, AUGUST 6, 1919
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The Pukekura Park Board of
Trustees met on Puesday evemng. M.
C. 1, Beilvmger presided, ana thewe
wore  also present:  Messrs, W, I
short, K. C. llughes, H., V. 5. Grit-
fiths, and I, Cock. The curator (Mr.
W. W. Smith) reported that ihe chief
work ior the montly had consisted of
felling and removing exhausicd ctrees,
orubbing gorse and brush wattle, trans.
planting Lwge fern trecs arvound  the
upper lake, amd general cleaning up
aid burning of rubmsh. Notwithstand-
ing the presence of the immense erowd
in the Park on Vietory Day, there hid
been no damage Lo tie Board's prop-
erty. The planting of irees in Liardet
Street in connection with the peaca
colebrations had been earrvied ouw by
the bonrd's statf, Well-grown purims
were planted at both ends of the sec-
tion of tie street, with eight of the
best varicties of Jupanese fHowering
cherries on each side of the street.

“Street planting with  beautiiul  and
suitable trees, and  groups of frevs

J_‘,].'(J“'j.!l.}," on spire _spu Cus, add ;__'.I't‘.'-l.]_\' Lip
1the general health, protection, beauti-
fication and value of towns,’’ the cura-
tor said. In regard to the genernl
work of planting for the season, some
delay had arisen on aceount of lack of
assistance, and many of the trees hod
hecome somewhat overgrown and ill-
shapen. The receipls for the month
jrom the sale of firewood amounted to

£4.

TH, AUGUST 6, 1919
STONE WALL GETS GO-AHEAD

e chiairman of tlee Pukekura Park
Board My, C. E. Bellvinger) reported
at the meeting on luesday  evemng
that property-owners wlong Uillis Street
el consented to the erectipn of o
cabhlestone wall along the Lark fron-
tuge Lo that street, and agl'uc(l to tho
Lourd takrog a small strip ol readway
for the purpose. The Mayor (Mr. .
1), Buargess) set aside his honorarium
fur the purpeso of providing  this wall,
which will greatly mprove the wppenr-
ance of the mam entrance to Pule-
kuri Pavk,  Steps are to be taken to
have the wall crected ut as early a
date s possible.
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TH, SEPTEMBER 10, 1919
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly meeting of the TPulke-
kurn Park Beard was held at the Sol-
diers’ C(lub, New Plymonth, on Tues-
day evening, Mr. C. L. Bellringer oc-
cupying the chair.  Thero were also
prosent the Mayoress (Mrs. C, H. Bur-
poss), Messrs. R €. Hughes, W. F,
Short, H. Ford, A, S. Brooker, and W.
A, Collis.

CURATOR'S REPORT.

Mr, W, W. Smith (curator) reported
on worl done at the park during the
month. which consisted chiefly in the
RIS 3
elearing of old frees and grubbing secd-
ling goree. The trees condemned on
the West slope of Canon Hill had been
removed and the whole planted down
ta the lawer lake. He had formed a
short walk up from the water lily lake
to the wallt en tle level of tha band
rotunda. It wonld prove a conveni-
once to ladies and nurses with poram-
bulators. He had finished the plant-
ing of the slope with tree ferns and a
good  sclection of the finest native
trecs.  Three days wore given to clean-
ing and improving tho 8ports Ground.
Two days were devoted to clearing the
upper lake of all weeds and removing
overhianging vegetation.  He enclose
roreipls amonnting to £8 25 3d and alse
£% a donation from a gentleman who
had recently como to reside in New
Plymouth. During the month he had
recoived a eood rollection of native
treea for the park from an unknown
donor, also a collsetion of  annuals
from an unknown donor.  Mrs. Burgess
hod alzo presented the board with six
nnw  varioties of hydrangeas, which
wern very seceptable.  With the in-
erensingly warm weather the general
vemetation of the park  was showing
good rrowth. 3

During o discnssion referoncs  was
made to the diffienlty of obtaining
necossary labour for the park.
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A very hearty voto of thanks was ne-
corded to the various demors, and the
hope was axprassed that cothers wonld
also come forward with assistance.

The chairman referred to the prompt
manner in which the Star Football Club
was meeting its engagements with the
board, and remarked that ther had
said about £20 into the board's funds
2y way of percentages on gates,

THII SPORTS GROUND,

e, JJ. M‘Leod (chairman of the
Taranaki Rugby Union, wrote asking
whether the board was prepared to
consider an application for  the re-
constitution of the old Teereation
Sports Ground Cemmittee. He stated
that at the time the lease of the
eround was determined by the board
the committes was quite helpless in the
matter. as thore was no menns what-
avoer of ralsing revenue. The mem-
bors of the committee ware quite
averso to having the New Zealand Rug-
by Union eall up the loeal guaranteos
io liguidate the old loan em which up
till the outbreak of war the committee
hadl kept sernpulously its annual re-
demption payments, The members of
the old committee, he was sure, would
welecome an opportunity of  reforming
tha committee and leaging the ground
for a limited period with a two-fold
object of paying off the debt on the
gronnd and also very considerably im-
sroving it.  He felt sure the board had
its hands quite full to provide funds
for the upkeep and improvement of the
ark proper, and was not likely to have
unds available to spend on thoroughly
ovarhauling the terraces and filling and
topdressing the playing area, quite
apart from providing the most neces-
sary  buildings. In these ecircum-
stances he hoped personally that the
board would tfavourably consider the
guestion as he had indicated it.  AMost
members  wera conversant with  the
amount of time giveu and money raised
by thoe old committee for the benafit of
the pround, and if offered an oppor-
tunity ho was guite certain  equally
good work could be done apain, iy

The matter will ba considercd at the
next meeting of the board.

GENERAL,.

It was decided to allow the Rugby
Union tho use of the Sporis Grounden
a. 10 per cont. basis for the Auckland-
Iaranaki representative match, this
rohato being granted owing ta  ihe
heavy cost the union has heen under
Ehu yenr in eonveying plarers to and
fro as a rosult of the restricted rail-
Way services.

The Taranaki Workers’ Council has
decided to hold a monster sporis gath-
ering on Labour Day and-anplied for
the use of the Sports Ground.-—Grant-
ed spb]oct ta the usual conditions.

Subject to accounts being certified
ta by Mr. Smith thoy were passed for
payment. ’ o

TH, SEPTEMBER 20, 1919
TARANAKI WORKERS' COUNCIL,

SPORTS & PICNIC.

PUKEKURA PARK

MONDAY, OCTOBER 27, 101D
Commencing at 11 a.m.

CITIZENS' BAND IN ATTENDANCE.

Ruces for Single and Married Eadies,

Children, Returned Soldiers, Unionists,

Bandsmen, Youths, and Old Timers.

Open Races (prizes and trophies an-
nounced later).



Baby Show; Tug-of-war, seven a side;
Slow Cvele Race; Seven-a-side I'oothall
Tournament; Ladies’ Nail Driving and
Wood Sawing; Chain Stepping, Guess-
ing and Other Competitions; Punch and
Judy Show; Afternoon Tea,
Admigsion: Aduts 1s, School Children
free,

Entries for 100yds., 220yds., 440vds,,
Tug-of-war und Returned Soldiers’ Race
close Saturday, October 11, with the
Seeretary, All olher ovents post entry.

S()CI:’LL AND ]):‘i.‘.\'CE
AT CORONATION HALL
Ab 8 pam.

R. J. CLARKE,
Hon. Secretary,

TH, OCTOBER 6, 1919
SPORTS GROUND WORKING BEE

There is quite a revival of Interest

in ericket in New Plymouth, Working
bees have been held on the sports

ground in Pukekura Park, and already
the playing field iy beng very quickly
got mto order. The Pukekura Pars
Board is giving all the assistance that
it can, and with the help and advice
of Mr. W, W. Snuth, the Curalor, a
very good wicket will hoe soon ready,
Working bees are heing held, too, al
Tukapa, and on the Agricultural So-
city's showgrounds,  The oval on the
latter promises to provide a uscful
ground. The County Council's steam
roller hias been over it, and has done
good work in levelling ont the playing
Aren.

TH, OCTOBER 8, 1919
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The Pukekura Park Board met last
night, there being present: Mr C, K. Bell-
ringer (chairmon, Mrs Burgess, Messrs
W. A. Collis and R. C, Hughes. An
apology for absence was received from
Mr V. Griffiths.

The curator (Mr W, W. Smith) re-
ported that during the month the stafl
had been engaged felling some trees as
sanctioned by the board, also transplant-
ing a gronp of large tree ferns to the
gports prownd.  The open drain around
the pronmd had been cleaned out. The
equinoctial gales had dene no damage in
the park. A dozen packets of seeds were
received from a visitor, and Messrs Dun-
can and Davies and Morshead had sent
donations of shrubs for planting in the
prk.

The action of the chairman in grant-
ing the North Taranaki Cricket Asso-
cintion permission Lo use the sports
ground for ericket for the coming season,
wis approved.

Votea of thanks were passed to thoso
who had made donations oi trees, shrubs
and seeds to the park.

i
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TDN, OCTOBER 28, 1919
TARANAKI WORKERS COUNCIL
SPORTS DAY

SPORTS AT NEW PLYMOUTH,
A SUCCESSFUL GATHERING,

Yesterday was Labor Day and a
general holiday throughout Tavapaki was
favored by beautiful sumwser rather
Labor gpent o day ai play in Hew Ply-
mouth, where o snccessiul sports gather-
ing was held at Pukekura Park, Racing
enthusiaste were provided with o good
day’s sport at Waverley, and followers
of auch games as cricket, bowls, and
golf had a full day's amusement, The
beaches around New Plymouth attracied
many people, including numerous country
vigitors.

The sporta meeting organised by the
Taranaki Workers’ Cauneii, and held at
Pukekurz Park, attracted a large number
of people. The committee catered for
the entertrinment of everybody, and a
lengthy programme of races and sthor
events was carried out, there being iarge
entries far all events. The children's
races veere o popular section of the pro-
gramme, <54 large numbers of contest-
ants faced the starter for each race.
Prizes of more than the usual value were
wiven in the children's section,

The motor eycle obstacle race ereated
a goat deal of amusement, The entrants,
who numbered six, had to go right
vround the pround, and on the course hai
te dismount, take a wheelbarrow to an
snelosure appointed for it, then drive
several nails into a beam of wood, crawl
ihrough a barrel suspended by a rope
from & pole, also erawl under a net that
vas pegged down to the ground, and
fually ride along a plank over & sock
f chafl, The slow race for motor cveles
wag algn an interesting event, the diffi-
sulty of negotiating the course in the
longest time being no mean one, and
necessitating & considerable amount of
skill in the bandling of a machine.

Another 1mportant item was the baby
show, in which there were 2 good number
of entries. The competition was divided
into two classes, for six months and
under and from six to twelve wmonths,
prizes for the best boy and girl heing
given in each. The judges were Nurse
Gentry and Miss Gardner, and the
awards were as follow:—Under six
months, girls, Lyna Minnear; boys, Wal-
ter Land. Six months and  under
twelve months, girls, Mary Holden 1,
Elsie Burr 2; boys, George Baldoch 1,
Ray Burns 2.

The tug-of-war was eontested by only
two teams, one from Bell Block and the
other was announced as “The Roughs.”
The former won the three pulls easily.

A cooking campetition was also includ-
od in the day's attraclions, and the
results were as follow:—Secones, Mrs,
Wondham; pikelots, Mrs. Mulligan;
sponge, Mrs. Hadler; sponge roll, Mrs.
Fitzpatrick; shorthread, Miss Seotf.

In addition to the eompetitive events,
there were also o number of side shows,
vhich attracted s good deal of attention
and by means of which a considerable
nmount wis added to the general talines.
Censpicuous  amongst  these were the
eocoanut shies and an exhibition of per-
forming parrots.
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SHINING CUCKOO IN PARK

Mr. W. W, Smith, curator of Pukekura
Park, New Plymouth, reports that the

E.h.inirzl'? cuckoo arrived there on Septem-
ber 27,

TH, OCTOBER 31, 1919
ADVERT FOR SECRETARY

PPLICATIONS are invited for the

position of Secretary, and will be
received up to 4 p.m, on TUESDAY,
November 4. Applicants to state salary
required. Conditions may be seen on
applying to the Chairman,

C. E. BELLRINGER,
i Chairman,

TH, NOVEMBER 5, 1919
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The wonthiv meeting of the Pukeckura
Parie Baurd was held on Tuesday night.
Tiose preseit were: Mr. Co 8. Bell-
rimer ehaman), Mrs, €0 HL Burgess,
Messrs. H. Vord, A, 8. Brooker, W, I
shory, R G, Houghes and W, A, Collis.

WORIK AT PARK,

(Zdr. W, W. Smith} re-
oweather duning the
« wood progress to be
e witlh i ceneritl warlk.  General
tmprovements i been carried ouv. 14
wis saviskictory Lo state that notwith-
staund g e attendainee at toe
Lubour Day sports, ne damnge had re-
sulted to the grounds,  Tone Leavy rans
and rushes of water doving the water
had eaused a coupsiderabin silting np in
porticns of the lakes.  Thia was more
noticeable at the head of the lake ex-
tension. and e part where the stream
From Carringlon Hoad entered the lake,
I would he s ¥, us the summer
progressed and ihe waley diminished, to
remove as el of the accumulation as
possihle.  The receipts from the sale of
nrewend, L or heats and  dopation
box, amounted to £4 4s 4d.
GENERGUS DONATION FOR KIOSK

A Tetter was received from the Town
Clerk of Now Pleniouth intimating that
My, Burgess was willing thatr his Maxy-
oral honeraviing for the year ended
Maveh a1 lasr should be devoted to the
hoard, and with the £150 previously
offered to the ark Boeavd, be utilised
for the purpese of erecving a tea kiosk,
The ecouncil had intimated that it was
guite williig that the mouey should he
used in the di isn indicated.

Mrs. Burgess stated that it was the
3 ' 5 and herself Lo fur-
qcdise the amount up to about

The envie
ported
moith b

Tt was decided to accept with grati-
tude the offer of Mr. Burgess. members
expresing appreciation of his thought-
fulness and saving that a tea kiosk was
the very thing that was needed 1o fur-
ther papularize the pronnds,

A wmeeting will be held in the park
at an early date to consider the guestion
of a site for the tea kiosk.

POSITION OT SECRETARY.

Tn response to the reguest of the
board for applications for the position
of secretary, a letter wias received {ram
Mr. P. E. Stainton offering to under-
take the work withont remmneration,
and stating that m the event of lus
appointment he would like to see any
secretarial allowances handed back for
the hoard's use,



The rhairman and other members of
the board made appreeiative remarks
concerning the spirit m which Mr, Stain-
tou had made his offer to the board,
and it was said that as the crounds
were the praperty of the people it was
very sotistactory to inow that someone
was prepared to do the work for the
beneht of the eonununity without re-
quiring. pavment  for  sorviees. Ay,
stainton’s elose acguaintance with the
townspeople and loeal interests would
he of value to the board, and his asse-
eincion with sports hodies wonld help to
ok up their interest in the grounds
with those of the board.

The offer of Mr. Stainton was accept-
ed with thanks, and satisfaction was
expressed that the pesition, which had
Leen so Jong vacant, was to he so well
filled. AMembers of the hoard also spoke
appreciatively of the wark done by the
ciirman (Mr. C. E. BDelleinger) during
the time there had been no secretary,

GENERAL.

Several matters affecting the grounds

were  deferend  for  consideratinn  till
when the honed weets at the park.
Mr. A, = Brooker was appointed

overseer for the current moarth,

TH, DECEMBER 3, 1919
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

A meeting of the Pukekura DPark
Board was neld at the soidiers’ Club
on ‘Tuesday cvenipg, Mr. C. k. Bell-
pinger (chuirman) presiding, — There
wore also present: Mrs. €. L. Burgess,
Messrs, A, o, Brooker, . Lock, W. C.
Woeston, and H. #ord.

‘b e chawrman cordially welcomed Mr.
Weston s a member of the bourd and
expressed the opinion that his services
would ba of great value, part.cularly in
regard to the sperts groumd, which
matter the board would have to very
carvetully cousider in the near future.

CURATOR'S REPORT.

Mr. W. W. Smith, curator, reported
that the time of the board’s staif had
peen oceupied during the past month
in mowing, gorse grubbimg, and general
cleaming or tue waks,  Lhey bhad giver
several days to wecessary work in the
sports ground and would have to de-
vole suine time in each work to re-
store it to a presentable state for the
gonsoil. Jt was pow much improved and
with care would soon vegain much ol its
former prestige.  The Uricket Associa-
tion was doing good work smmce taking
pver the grounds and had purchased thoe
necesary equipment to keep it in good
order. Two tennis courts had been
formed for the girls of the Central
School and Technieal College, while the
boys of bhoth institutions played ericket
in the outer part of the oval. Thero
were frequent inguiries made for the
hire of howts in the lake on Sundays,
and Mr, Smith asked whether the board
would grant pernyssion for their use
on such days, Notwithstanding the
strong winds during the mouth they did
vory little damage in the park, The
general vegetation was making vigorous
growth, rhe influx of visitors had not
seb begun, but thoy might expect a
greater inereaso cf  visitors over ihe
numbera of the lazt five years.  He en-
clased the snm of £1 105 2d, being boat
and donation box (8s 2d) receipts for
the manth.

The question of allowing the hoats
to ply for hire on Sundays was defer-
red until next meoting.

SANITARY ARRANGEMENTS.
Mr. A, TI. Keindall, health inspector,

wrote, stating thmt ho had received sov-
oral comnplaints abont the inadequney of
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the samitary arranzements in connection
with the sports ground and espcr:ial]_v
when any public funetion was In pro-
gress. 1t was alse alleged that the
convenience for this portion of the Park
was anything but in keeping with the
general excellence of the grounds,

The chairman pointed out that gnito
recenily the board lhad orected new
accommodation and said that the pre-
gent conveniences were of concrete and
comnpared more than favourably with
any such bhuilding in town.

it was decided to reply informing the
inspector of what the board had done
in this respect,

TINANCE.

The chairman suhmitted a statement
showing the financial position of the
board. = There was a credit of £153
15 10d, but in this was included the
£150 of Mr. Burgess' honorarium, and
which was earmarked for the erection
of the tea kiosk.  Mr. Bellvinger point-
ed out that ecertain small sums were
due to the board, but it would pro-
hably be neeessary to arrangoe for some
funetion with the object of raising funds
to enable the bonrd] to carry on until
the end of the year,

Suggestions for holding a park day
antd arranging for a number of evening
concerts with the object of raising funds
were discussed at length, and ultimately
it was decided that the matter be re-
ferred to a committee consisting of Mrs.
Durgess, Alessrs. Bellringer, DBrooker,
Weston and the secretary,

TEA KIOSK.

The chairman reported that the board
met My, and Mrs, Durgess in the Park
on Monday aflerncon, and that Mrs.
Burgess had pointed out the site she de-
gired for the tea kiosk, and the bonrd
had agreed the building should bo erect-
ed in front of the present kiosk, so thal
it would overlook the lake, It would
be necessary to remove the hathing shed.
He pointed gut that it would be ne-
cossary to confirm the decision and
formally moved “That the site chosen
by Mr. and Mrs. Burgess for the tea
kiosk to be erccted by them, and pre-
sented to tho people of New Plymoutl,
be approved.”

My, Brooker seconded and tho motion
was carried.

1t was further resolved that the bath-
ing shed be remeved and re-erceted near
tho shed at present in the sports
ground,

It was further agreed that on the
lal;ms being prepared the board should
hold @ speeial meeting for the purpose
of approving same, and that the work
during the ercction of the building
shatl be wunder the sole contrel of M.
and Mrs. Burgess.

GENERAL.

Alr. R, Cock was appointed overscer
for the month.

Other business of a routine nature
was dealt with,

TH, DECEMBER 3, 1919
VOGELTOWN ENTRANCE

At a meeting of tha Pukelkura Parl
Board on Tuesaay evening Mr, H, Ford
¢ od when suitable gaoes would be
ercevl at the Vogeltown enbrence o
the park. At present the entrance was
right open for catile lo get n and
considerable damage might be done to
the grounds. Plans for entrance gates
were prepared some months ago. Sev-
eral members of the board expressed
the opinien thal the day of gates and
fences sipund public reserves was pass-
ing away, In uhé largor centres fences

had already heen removed and the
effect was o decided improvement,
“But  they are educated in  those

places,” suid Mr, Ford.

TH, DECEMBER 3, 1919
PLANT STEALING RIFE

I regret 1o state that flower steal-
ing is e at present. It 18 almost
unpossible to keep a single rose in the
bed au present.”’  Lxtract 1rom repors
ol My, W, \W. Smith, curator of Puke-
kura Park, to the board on Tuesday
night,
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TH, DECEMBER 19, 1919
CHRISTMAS BAND RECITAL

CHRISTMAS BAND REGITAL.

The close aumosphere thmug}mm
> L : 2 coale e
Thursday, the recital in Pukekura
Park, and an ideal evening, were

temptations which warranted tho very
Jargo crowd present to listen to ine
excellent  programie prm-u}:jfh. Ihe
vesuly was that £20 was availuble for
the annual Christmas fund for mem-
bers, 1t was announced ihat donations
would be received up to Monday, when
the fund would definitely conse.

Features of the programme were the
jtems Ly the New Plymouth  Male
Choir and the fancy dances by twelve
of Mr. J. Hoskin’s pupils. The former
sanp a sbirring muaber entitled “The
Song of the Northmen,” and a picce in
lighter vein, “The Three Chafers, the
cyunezum’! of the chafers by the veice
accompaniment being made due use of.

The band numbers were well se‘lm:t-
od.  Special interest attached to A
Day in the Cotton Field.”” Tha assist-
ance of the Male Chor was hero en-
listed. The appreach of the river
steamer, the humming melodies of the
darkies and their slep-daunemg on
board, the exeitement when the steam-
or whistlo sounds the signal for the
return home, together with the singing
of the darkies (Male Cloir situated on
ono of the adjacent hills) at worls, were
all given prominence, the eflect evoking
an  enthusiastic tound of applanse.
The prize-winning guartette gave their
solection, “Ireland,” evidencing care-
ful preparation, )

Archdeacon Evans (president) thank-
ed the publie for their loyul support of
the band at all times; the Male Choir,
and Mr. Hoskin’s clever children for
their assistanee that nmight.  Mr.
MLeod explained the object of the re-
cont competitions, after which the pre-
sident presented the medals supplied
by ihe Citizens' Committee to the sue-
cossful competitors, particulars  of
which were published last weel,



1920

A major loss to the Park was that of the curator W. W. Smith. It appears that the secretary of the
Board, P. E. Stainton, was not happy with some of the time Smith was spending outside the Park,
helping other people and organisations. The way this dissatisfaction was relayed was not ideal. The
outcome was that Smith resigned, threatening to take Stainton to court for slander.

Another sad loss for the Board was that of W. A. Collis who passed away. Collis first sat on the
Board as one of the Borough Council’s representatives in 1904. He was a professional photographer
and a lot of the old photos of the Park were taken by him.

A plan that caused a lot of consternation was the Council’s proposal to run a new tram route to
Vogeltown via the Park. The proposed route was for the tram to come up Liardet Street from town,
turn right at the Park gates on to Fillis Street, enter the Park, run across to where the Children’s
Playground is today, take a left turn before reaching Hughes Walk heading south, cross Hughes Walk
near where the Waterfall is today, and there have a tram stop, continue on the west side of Hughes
Walk gradually rising up the side of the hill coming out on to Brooklands Road just after the
Vogeltown entrance, opposite Shortland Street. (see map p. 147).

The Park had its first royal visit, that of Edward, Prince of Wales. The initial itinerary had the Prince
arriving at the railway station at 8.55am and departing at 1lam, giving him two hours in New
Plymouth. After a reception at the Park, he was to be driven through the Park to the Boys’ High
School, with the Racecourse Walk being widened in support. Unfortunately, a few days before the
visit, the town was informed that the time had been shortened to one hour, arriving at 10am and
leaving at 11am. This meant it was no longer practical to go to the Boys’ High School. The visit was
still a huge success, the motorcade entering the park through the Gilbert Street entrance.

Pine cone sales were a bonus money earner for the Park, with 194 sacks being reported for sale in
January.

Over thirty pine trees were cut down during the year and sold as firewood. Significantly, half a dozen
were removed near the western terrace of the Sports Ground. The cricketing fraternity had wanted
these cut down for many years. They threw large shadows across the pitch in the afternoon and
detrimentally affected the light, sometimes causing play to be called off early.

A new Sports Ground Committee was formed to try and resurrect the Sports Ground to its former
glory and to make further improvements. A. L. Humphries was again at the helm. The committee was
granted three years rent to give it time to pay off old debts.

The fish rearing ponds on the Hatchery Lawn that had been abandoned and filled in in 1912 were
reinstated, with the intention to also construct a hatchery building.

Donations included:

Mr. Martin of Pukearuhe, a Shetland pony; from Christchurch City Council in response to
representations made by Mr. G. King of New Plymouth, a pair of white swans.

Plant Donations:

Mr. G.W. Booth, of Carterton, narcissi; Mr. Hildred, Senior, Tariki, flowering shrubs, azaleas, etc;
Mr. Clement L. Wragge, of Auckland, a quantity of new plant seeds; unknown donor from
Whangamomona, native plant seeds; Mr. Mitchinson, a collection of trees and a hundred young fan
palms; Mrs. C. H. Burgess, a dozen hydrangeas; Mr. S. Brooks, some valuable plants; Mrs. (Dr)
McLelland, some bulbs and dahlia tubers; David L. Nathan, of Manuwera, a sack of bulbs.
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Summary of significant events

. Richard Cock resigned from the Board. He became a trustee in 1889

. A new Sports Ground Committee was set up to manage and improve the Sports Ground
. The council proposed to run a tram to Vogeltown through the Park

. Mrs Burgess came up with a bold fundraiser. £1000 Pukekura Park Fund

. Royal visit, Edward Prince of Wales (future King, Edward VIII)

. The Acclimatisation Society fish rearing ponds resurrected in the Park

. More than thirty pine trees cut down during the year

. W. W. Smith resigned his position as curator

. W. A. Collis passed away.

Lily pond with proposed Hatchery at the rear. (Private collection, Alan Metcalfe)
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TH, JANUARY 19, 1920
BAND CONCERT

In pleasant contrast to the preceding
fow duys, sunday was a day of sun-
shine and warmth, and the beacies and
other outdear resorts were thronged
throughout the day. Pukekura i"ark
was visited by several thousands of
people during the alternoon, the attrac-
tion, apart from the beauty of the
grounds, being u conecert by the Citi-
zen's Band. An enjoyable programme
wis rendered by the band, and one
item in particular, A Night in Swit-
verland,”” excited expressions of ap-

recintion.  Deputy-Bandmaster R.
Taylor, who conducted very ably m
the absence of Mr. M‘Leod, had placed
a cornetist on one of the deeply-wood-
ed hilltops, and an echo which occur-
red in the music was thus obtained in
a very realistic manner. The large
attendance of the public at this concert
served to draw attention to the fact
that at ofher times Pukekura Park
it nmot frequented to anything like
the extent which 1ts natural ateractions
warrant. A collection was taken up
on Sunday and realised £14, which will
be divided between the band and the
Parle Banrd

TDN, FEBRUARY 4, 1920
SPORTS GROUND UNKEMPT

The bad state of the Recretion Sports
Ground, was commented on at the meet-
ing of the Pukekura Park Board. It
was stated rothing could be done wuntil
i separate commitiee to control these
grounds as apart from the Park Bourd
could be set up. This was not Pﬂﬂsiblt:
at present,

TDN, FEBRUARY 4, 1920
SKETCH OF PROPOSED NEW TEA
HOUSE

An attractive general sketeh of the
new tea kiosk, presented tp the town
by Mr and Mrs, C. IL Burgess, io be
erected in Pukekura Park, wis present.
ed to the Park Board at its jecting
lust might, .

TH, FEBRUARY 4, 1920
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly mecting of the Puke-
nra Park Boavd was held on Tuceday
soning ot the Soldiers’ Club, Mr. €L
¥, Bellvinger  (chaivman)  presiding.
Thoere were also present: MMes, €0 H

Burge Messrs, H. Ford, W. €. Wes-
ton. R, 0. Hughes, and the secretary
(M. I Stainton). An apology was re-

corvod Teom Mre, I, Cock.

Mr. W, W, Smith fenrator) reporied
that darving the months of Decembev
antd Jannary the general work of main-
tennnes consisled of mowing, burning
of dey rubbish, cleaning walks, and
trimming overhanging trees where re-
nuired. Three davs in oach month
wore dovoted in the Sports Ground. It
is impossible with onr reduced staff to
do much there, The long grasg reo-
atires o gond two-horse machine to do
the work offertively. Wo have devoted
a little time to the boats in fine wea-
thor when reguired. Most patrons pre-
fer to row themselves. Previous to the
heavy rains on the dth and 11th ihe
water in the lakes had lowered eonsid-
erably. buf have since remained normal
with a good inflow from hoth streams.
The general vegetation of the park is
mnch imnroved hy  the recent heavy
raing.  The nunber of visitors is about
egnal to last vear.

During o short disenssion refevence
wag made Lo the bad state of the Sports
Ground, but it was pointed ant that
nothing mera than was heine done at
prosent eonld Lo undestaken there an-
til a sepavate commitlee wag sot un to
conirel the grounds apart from the
Purk Roard, and this was not pessible
ot nresent.

It was ronartod that Tarriking had
vocontly hroken the windaws in the
shed on the Sports Ground near the
peremola.

A letter of thanks will he forwarded
to Mr. G. W. Bonth, of Carterton, for
a donation of naveissi. )

Tt wne veported that 194 sacks of
cones hnd heen obtained from pine troes
i the nark and that there were still a
few sarls available for eale,

Me. H. Ford was appointed oversee
for the month.
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TH, MARCH 3, 1920
PINE TREE REMOVAL TALKS

What is a vexed guestion so far as
the Pukekura Park Board is concerned
was again disenssed at the meeting on
Tuesday evening. It concerns the re-
moval of some of the pinus insignus
trees which have been considered by
the curator and some members for 2
Jong time past to be an eyesore. When
it was moved that four or tive of thesa
trees on the hill on the right of the
Liardet. Street entrance ghould be re-
moved Mr. R. C. Hughes entered an
emplatic protest apainst the denuda-
tion of the park. He said these trees
had been growing for 40 or 50 years,
amd to knock them dewn wouldl make
tha hill leok like a bald-headed moan
or woman, My, W. €, Weston, who
had moved in favour of the removel
replied that he could understand the
objection I they were Native trees,
buk these pines liad been Tplaufeﬂ as
protection for Native trees during their
growtii.  Mr. W. A. Collis ohserved
that the pines-on the hills heside the
lake had to be regarded in a different
Tight; they were an immense advan-
tage, giving the hills an impressive ap-
pearance of Teight. The chairman
{Mr. C. E. Bellringer) said he-would
oppose to the last any attempt to cut
down those trees which added to the
beauty of the grounds, but  thoese un-
der diseussion had the appearance of
helpless old develiet men who had lost
a hmb and whose backs were crooked.
In their place it was proposed to plant
something that would be ornamentat
and graceful, Tu deference to the
wish of Mr. Hughes the board agreed
to make mn inspection hifore deciding
which treez should be removed,

CURATOR'S RLEPORT.

The curator (Mr. W. W. Smith) re-
ported thal the heavy rains and fresh
winds of February had caused a large
amomnt of extra worlk in maintaining
the park.  =ix davs had been devoted
to cleaning and niowing parts of the
sports ground, He again suggested
that on completion of the important
work of mowing grass and burning ac-
cumulations of rubbish, the old pine
troes on the hill on the west of the
entrance to tie eports ground should
be romove:d.  There was also an over-
mrowth of wattle and albissin on both
‘siddez of the hill' which ‘sheuld be ro-
moved, He turther suggested that
the hill shouwld be then planted with
rapidly growing Native, trees and
sshirubs™ which  would impart o truly
nawnral effect to the park.  The werk
could he done in the wonths of April
and May. * Some of the bridges in
the park had been repaired.” A small
saclk of valuable bulbs had” been re-
ceived from Mr, David T. Nathan, of
Manurewn, Auvckland, and they were
heing plented in the beds anG berders
and on the banks ns-time permitted.
The numher of visitors to thie park had
diminished since the middle of Janus
ary.  After the dvy weather I De
eomber . the heavy raihs and  sulbry
weather of January and February had
caused a rapid growth of general voge-
tation. The receipts for the month
totalled £7 13s 6d.

MISCELLANEOUS.

With regard to tha pincs mentioned
Iiv the cuvator, and another one near
one of the bridees considered dangor-
ous, it wons decided that'the board
should meet in the park and . make an
inspection Tiefore deciding which should
Lie removed,

The, chuirman reported that o man
had Leen engaged to work 1 the park
under the carator in place of one who
had left suddenly, resulting in the
wark getting behind for a month. The
board decided that a  second .man
should be employed for a month,

The overseer for the past month (Mr,
Ford) reported ihat the upper end of
the pond was filling up rapidly with
silt coming from Mr. King's pond.—
The chairman said that the weed had
recently  been  cleaned ont of Mr.
King's pond, and the loosening of the
bottom had resulted in the heavy
rains bringing away a lot of silt.

- A rcommittee comsisting of Mersrs,
Weston, Brooker and Stainton (hon.
secretary) was appointed, with power
to act, to draw up a scheme for the
supnrrjyion of the 'gates on all ocena-
jons when the park is let to other bod-
ies on a percentage hasis. 3

TH, MARCH 3, 1920
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The Pulkekura Park Board met on
Tiesday evening.  Thoese present were:
Me. G B, Belliinger {chuirman), Mes.
. 1. Burgess, Messrs, W, A. Collis,
R. €. Hugees, W, C. Weston, A5
Brcolcor, Harrs Ford.

My, 1. Covk wrote tendering
gignation as a member of the
stating that he thought younger and
mote active men should. contral  the
park.—The resignation was accepted
amd - resoluvion wos possed  heartily
thanking Mr, Coek for his long service
on the bounrd,

fiis re-
board

135

TH, MARCH 3, 1920
MRS BURGESS FUNDRAISING
SUGGESTION

PARK WEEK NEXT AUGUST

Mrs. O. H. Burgess proposed to the
Pukekura Park Board at its meeting
on Tuﬁda{ evening that in order to
secure the large sum of money required
for the proper upkeep and improve-
ment of Pukekura Park, a more com-
prehensive scheme should be put in
operation this year than has been un-
dertaken in the past. She suggested
a Park Week, culminating on a Satur-
day with stalls in the town and other
money-makihg attractions. Various
evening entertainments could be held
throughout the week. She proposed
that the board should decide on the
week ending August 14, as advantage
conld then be taken of the daffodil
geason, several daffodil gardens being
available for eupplies.  Mrs. Burgess



said she was prepared to undertake the
women’s organisation.  The public
should be. shown that the board was
going to be a live body. The ark
required a thoroughly good banking
account, dnd wh% should it not have
it?  Kawaroa Park would have its
day on Easter Monday and get £400
or £500. That was because the com-
mittee had ladies working for them.
Why should not Pukekura Park also
et the assistance of ladies and do
1kewise ? ;

The hoard received the suggestion
heartily and resolved that the proposal
should be adopted, and every effort
made to ensure success. The organis-
ing was left in the hands of Mrs. Bur-
gess, it being understood that men's
committees would be appointed when
required.

TH, MARCH 3, 1920
NEW TEA HOUSE TOO EXPENSIVE

The soaring prices of building have ap-
parently placed the prospevts of having
n modern tea Kiosk in Pukel:ura Pari‘
beyond the reach of the controiling un-
therities for the time being, 1t is already
well known that Mr. and Mys, . T,
Burgess were prepared to make a eon-
siderable contribution towards sueh o
project, and that plana had been approv-
ed for the propesed building, At last
night's meeting of the Park Poard, Mrs,
Burgess said that no builder would look
at the job for less than £750, and that
price included only the bare huilding,
without lighiing, heating or any of the
neeessary equipment.  In o consequence
of this the proposal is now “in  {he
ajr”

When the question  of popularising
P_n!;s‘]a:n:'n Park was being considered by
the Board last night, and the matter of
allowing the boats to he had on hire on
Sundays, one of the members of  1he
Board, in advocating such a step, said:
“The Parlk shonld not be regarded as a
cemetery.” It was urged that anything
which wonld induce people tn p:nlrnni.;e
the Park should be adopted, especially
what would be revenue produring, Other
members expressed the opinion that the
using of the boats on Sundays woull
tend to rowdyism and disturb the peace-
fulness of the place. It was ultimately
resolved to adhere, for the remainder of
the season, to the provious decision, snd
not allow the boats out on Sundays.

TDN, MARCH 5, 1920
MRS BURGESS PROGRESSIVE IDEAS

The proposal made by Mrs. C, H. Bur-
gess at the recent meeting of the Puke-
kura Park Board has all the appearance
of inaugurating a new era in the ad-
ministration of this splendid loeal and
national scenic asset and reereation
ground. For many years past the board
hes done the best it could with the funds
at its disposal, but there has been a
luck of initiative in raising funds, end
possibly a too conservative view as to
developing the naturnl beauty of the
park. Fortunately the board obtained
the services of Mr. W. W. Smith as
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curator, and for that aet alone it de-
serves the gratitude of the community.
Had thet aotion been aystemiatically
backed up by the exhibition of resource-
fulness in raising ample funds for up-
keep on the seale such an attractive as-
set needs, with a sufficient surplus for
developing and further beautifying this
public domain, Mr. Smith would have
had full scope for his enthusiastic work,
and the park by this time would have
been a veritable wonderland to visitors.
Money can always be raised in New Ply-
mouth for all worthy objects if the right
steps are taken, and confidence in its
beneficial expenditure is felt. The need
for a large expenditure is apparent to
the most casual observer, and Mrs. Bur
gess has outlined to the Board how that
money can be obtained. This progres-
sive proposal may probably draw atten-
tion to what should have been done in
the past, by emphasising the advantage
of a policy of energy. In this eonnection
the reason given by Mr. R, Cock for his
resignation lns a special significance,
and demonstrates that he recognizses not
only that members of a board may re-
main too long in office, but also the
irend of public opinion as to the need
for making room for younger and more
energetic members.  While thoroughly
appreciating the long and valuable ser-
vices rendered by Mr. Cock and those
with whom he has been associated in ad-
ministering the affairs of the board for
o lengthy period, his public spirit af-
fords an excellent example of propriety
and expediency that will be generally
commended. We are living in a time of
grent changes, meeding new methods,
and, above all, sound and bold initiative,
instead of, as Mrs. Burgess pointed out,
“meeting once n month but dojng noth-
ing clse” The recent meeting of tihe
board contained incidents that pointed
a moral on the divergence between old
methods and new. and we are confident
that the publie will heartily weleome and
support any new departure which will
ensure o live policy ond ample funds for
the maintenance and beautifying of 1he
park on lines approved by the curator,
who iz the foremost authority in the
Dominion on such matters,

TH, MARCH 9, 1920
TRAM ROUTE THROUGH PARK

PARK ROUTE FAVOURED,
BY COUNCIL,

The Kew Tlymouth Borough Council
digcusserl on alonday evening the re-
presentations of the deputation  of
vogeltown residents which waited on
the council Just weel in reference 1o
tramway cxtensions,
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In repiy to the Mayor the tramways
engineer and maneper said it would be
sif woeks probably before a poll of
ratepayers could be taken on the pro-
posed Westown extensions, and he
thought by this time matters could
ulso be suficiently advanced to enable
a poll on the Vogeltown extension to
Le taken also. ¢ would, however,
only be an approximate estimate of
cost the council would heve before if,
but this ecould be framed so that:the
council would be on the safe side,

Tho Mayor pointed out that the
council had not yet decided to go to
Vogeltown at all, but had merely au-
thorised the engineer to prepare estl-
mates of cost for alternptive routes,
one of which was via Liardet Street
and through Pukekura Park, and the
other direct by way of (‘m“i‘ingtun
Reoad,

Councillor Grifiths moved . that the
council authorise the taking of a poll
for extensions to Vogeltown via the
Park, and that the poll be taken simul
taneonaly with Westown.

The Mayor: Irrespective of cost,
Councillor Grifiiths? .

Councillor Griffiths: 1 take it the
first section of the Vogeltown trams
would probably be the best payimg sec-
tion on the whole of the service, an
further it can reasomably be assumed
that the cost would be somewhere In
the vieinity of the estimated cost for
a similar distance to Westown. .

Tige Mhyor: You want fo commnub
ilie council 10 # scheme without any
Lknowledge whatever of the cost. Now,
bo reasonable, Would you yourselt do
anything of the Lind if any member of
the comneil brought down a scheme
for any other pwpose? 1t is not i
all  business way of doing tfings. We
must have sowne idea of the cost before
wo commit omsclves to any prdposal.

Councillor Grifiths: We know what
ihe estimated expenditure is to be over
a given length of line, and surely it is
reusonable to assume that the expendi-

ture would net cxceed that to any
gront extent. . r ;
Mr. Bartley pointed oubt that the

first section of tle Vogeltown route
through the park would be more costly
than Westown because of the difference
there would hg in the comstructien.

‘The town clerk said that all the
council could do at this juncture was
to determine the routa of the Vogel-
town extension, and if it was to De
through the park, to seek the necessary
permission from the Park Board, The
¢stimates could’ then be prepared, and
Councillor Griffiths asked that the poll
on the Westown extension be deferred
ntil these were available,

Councillor Short strongly suppm'ted
Comncillor Griffiths’ motion, pointing
ont that it would not delay matters in
regard to Westown, and if the council
when it received the estimates consider-
ed the cost was beyond the borough at
this juncture then it would have to
furn the oxtension down. In the
meantime Vogeltown had a right to
have its position considered.

Eventually it was agreed to ask the
ganction of the Pk Board to carry
the trams to Vogeltown through the

ark, and that a survey of tlie route

s made and estimates of cost pre-

pared.



TH, MARCH 24, 1920
FUNDRAISING

£1000 PUKEKURA PARK
FUMND.

he time has arrived when the posi-

tit;ll‘l regarding the Pukekura Park has
to be taken seriously by the citizens in
voneral. During tlfe past years the
board has been hampered for finance,
with the result that i1t has been impos-
sible to givo the caretakor (Mr. W. W.
Smith) tho support he needed and
richly deserved. At the present time
the oiifgoings considerably oxceed the
incomings, which are made up by the
Borough Council subsidy and.voluntary
gubscriptions. : )

This position cannot continue, and
it therefore is imperative that money
be raised immediately to provide suffi-
cient funds not only for the necessary
upkeep of the Eark, but also_for de-
velopment, With this object in
view Mrs. Burgess has willingly con-
sented to take charge of special efforts
{0 raise £1000.
_ The proposal is o arrange a seriew
of entertainments working up to’a final
effort in August, when a week’s carni:
val will be run, The first of the enter.
tainments is to be held on Anniversary
Night (Wednesday, March'81) in the
Empire Theatre., Mr., TFredric has
kindly consented to arrange the pro-
gramme, which includes the leading ay-
tists, and it behoves all interested in
the welfare of the park and town in
general to rally round and do their
share towards the effort,

Tickets can be obtainéd from any
members of tho board or the secretary,
Mr. P. I, Stainton,

BOnE v sssavanav g AMe. R. L. Coaper
Song, “Laugh and Sing,"' Mrs, Wilkes
Reecitation (selected), Mrs, Stewart Rus-
sell.
Violin Solo c.ocieinnin Mr, Roy Murphy
Song, ‘Angus Macdonald,” Miss Leitch
Seng, “The Ballad Monper,” My, A, B,
AMacedonald, ;
Flute Solo, “Gems of FKngland,”
Northern : . ]
Song, “Morning and Yo.u'" Miss Cocker
Qelection ... Mrs. Moverley's Orchestra
Sonz,  “Under the Lanterns,” s,
Vitkea.
Cornet Solo Mr. Taylor
Sone, “June Music’? ..., Miss Leitch
Vinlin Salo ......... . Mr. B, Murphy
Teow Minutes in the Yarme-vord, Mr.
Baootil.
God Save the Iing.
Accompanists: Mrs. Fredrie, L.A.B.,
L.Q.T.L., and Mrs. Cooper, I.A.B.

Mr.

Box T'lan at

b411

3s and 2s,

Admission : .
' Collier’s,

TDN, APRIL 7, 1920
PATH WIDENED FOR PRINCES VISIT

Reference to the widening of the path
in Pukekura Park {o the yacecourse to
enable the Prince of Wales to motor
over it was made by the curator in his
report to the Park Board last night, Ho
stited the wavk was dome without have
ing te remova some fing pine trees noar
ihe path.

TDN, MARCH 24, 1920
PREPARATION FOR ROYAL VISIT

It i likely the Prince of Wales will
be the fvat person to motor right
through Pukelnra Parke AL presen:
thig is imposzible, but the sngeestion
s been madde to the Park Committee
whicel has to do with the areangerments
for the Prince’s visif, that the path to
the racccomvze should be wideyl, o
ar two pine trees removed, and a bend
taken out in order to allow of a mote:
to make the through trip, The ider was
favoraily entertained by the Commitfee
which met on Monday, as was a sug
gestion thal instead of entering by the
main Liardet street pale, the  Prine
should be taken through the Gilhert
gtrect mate,

TH, MARCH 29, 1920
FUNDRAISING

GRAND

FOR PUKEKURA

In Aid of Mrs. Burgess’

EMPIRE THEATRE,

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31,
At 7.50 pam.

CDNCERT

PARE.
£1000 Fund.

1920,

Programme:

Selection ... Mrs. Moverloy's Ovchestra
g;ug, “Youth"” ......... Me. Pr Fredric
Whistling Ragtime ......... Mr. Booth
Song ... i e Er e Mrs. Nortihern
Cornab Sol0 .. .ovriemeriviasid Mr. Taylor

;HP"” BEORY

TDN, APRIL 7, 1920
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

. The monthly meeting of the Pulkekurg
Park Board was held last night. Pre-
sent: Mesers, (. E, Beliringer -
man), Mrs, C. 1T Burgess,
Ford, B, C. Mughes, and P, B, Stain.
ton  {hom, seerotary), .-.!.!m!ugiu;"a for
iabxg:‘.vv were reecived from Moessrs, W,
A Collis and W (0 Westoy,

The enrator (M W, W, Smith TE-
.purml that during the mutith ﬂwJatuﬁ'
ad been employed chiefly in mowine
and elenving the terrpees and oval of m?
APOLLs rrounds and renovating and re-

(ehair-
Messrs  H.

Paivie where required, Tlhe Sporis
1.1‘1"01:.*2;!.»: being again undey the Board’s
faurge, it was< imperative that the

board should obta
sl horse if
ly done,

In reply to the Star Football Chaly's
application for ihe use of the sports
grounds at the Park, and for power to
rharge for admission to matches, a favor-
able reply will be cent, subjeet ta the
nnderstanding  that admission will b
ehavged for elub matehes only, and that
_fhp Doard makes its own :11"1'311,9,1!1neati.=.
m regard to lareer matehes,

in a large lawy mower
4 o .
the work was to be perfest-

Mrs. Burgess intimated that in eon-
nection with the £1000 effort, u okl
dren’s funetion is being arranged for tle
afternoon following the Prinee's visit,
The Kawaroa Perk Committee nve 10 be
isked to co-operate with the Board s0
a5 Lo ensure o sueceseiul gathering.

A vote of thanks was accorded the
Taranaki Amusements, Ltd, for a dona-
tion of the picture takings on  Good
Iridev night. These amounted to £9)
I3s 6d. A vole of thanks was also
pissed to Mr. Trederics and his fel-
low-workers who helped o ensure the
suceess of the concert on Mareh 31, by
which £33 was raised. i

Tewas pointed aunt ihaf thp present, Tt

Yors
ongh grant of £330 still yemained ‘uhre
same s for many vears past, though the
cost of precuring labor had inereased tre-
mendously —Tt was decided to apply to
the Conneil for an inerease iu the grant
to L2850

Mr. Ford intimated that he had re-
ceived information that a pair of white
swans could be secured on applieation to
the Mayor of Masterton. It was decided
te make inguiries in this direction

Mr. Short whs appeinted overseer for
the month .
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TDN, APRIL 7, 1920
TALK OF NEW SPORTS COMMITTEE

At the meeting of the Puielura Parl
Bonrd Jast cvening the hon, secretary
(Mr. I', E, Stainton) mentioned the de-
sirability of forming a sub-committee to
take control of the sports ground at the
Park, fe moved that an invitation
ho extended {0 the vaviens athlotie ge.
sochitions of the distriet ta MpPoIng u
I!['JIIZ‘ILFFL:U to form sueh o sulveommitive
which would take ehiarge of the sports
gromnd and  report to the  Moamwd
from time io time. A delegate from
this sub-cammittee wanld Le entitled to
be present at the Board meeting.  The
Board wonld, of course, exereise finan.
cinl eomivel,  This motion wae earriod
and Messrs, Weston and Stainton were
appomted as the Boards delesates on
tae sub-commities. '

TDN, APRIL 7, 1920
PARK BOARD ALLOW TRAM SURVEY

At the meeting of the Pukekura Park
Board Inst night it was deeided to al.
lcw_the Borough Comneil to mmke g
prelivinary survey of the novth-west
corner of the Park in connegtion with
the propused tramway extension i
Vozeltown, This, it wasg pointed ot
by the chairmun, in no way bownd the
Bowrd in the matter of netually allow.

ing the route to pass through Pukekura
Park. ' )

TH, APRIL 13, 1920
PLANS FOR PRINCES VISIT

A meeting of the exeeutive commit-
teo in conneetion with the visit of the
Prinee of Wales to New Plymouth was
held on Monday evening. It was de-
cided Lo declare the duy of Tie visit
(Friday, April 30) o whole loliday.
The Minister of Internal Affairs is 16
be wrged to have the {rain arrange-
ments altered so that the Inglewood
children may be bronght to New Ply-
mouth instead of to Seeatford, A de-
sient for a pavilion to be creected near
the northern end of the oval in Puke.
kura Park was approved. The Prince
and his entourage will be peactieally
thie only persons adwmitted e the pavil-
jon,  Seats will he provided on the
[}\';;[‘ ,‘1[1(1 :11'1(1[Il- QGG :'llm 10 }m reserved
for the mothers of deceased snldiors,
Tickets for admission to these seats will
Le obtainable at a time and place to
Le advertised later.



TDN, APRIL 24, 1920
PRINCE OF WALES FEATHERS

A wvehearsal of the design of the
Prince of Wales' feathers by the chil-
dren of the town primary schools {aok
place in Pukekura Pavk yvesterdayv after.
noon, and was said by those who wit-
nessed it to be very successful and pleas-
ingly effective.  The design has been
worked out {0 seale wnd will cngage
1336 ehildven in the formation of ti'-
fenthers and 70 fn form the words n;
th_u motto.  Tach child in the fenthers
will earry pampas plumes, the children
holding a: many as from two to seven
heads enel, and fhe offret will be vorv
good.  Near the voot of the feuthors
lo represent the band and erown !
plumes Lield by the elildren will
vellow and red,

the
be dved

TH, APRIL 27, 1920
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

: SPECIAL MEETING.

A special meeting of the Pukckura
Park Board was held on Monday night,
Mr. C. L. Bellringer presiding. There
was also present: Mrs. Burgess, Messrs.
W. A. Collis, W, C. Weston, and P.
L. Stainton (secretary).

Acting on the suggestion of Mrs, Bur-
gess, it was decided to have an Apple
Day Mart on May 8, the proceeds to
be devoted to the £1000 Park Day.

A donation of a sheep from the Tara-
naki Farmers’ Meat Co. for a guess-
ing competition on the afternoon of the
Prince of Wales' visit, was gratefully
accepted,

A sub-committee consisting of Messrs.
Stainton, Weston and Brooker brought
down a report with rcference to the
proposed supervision of gates at all
functions held in the Park, and this
was adopted. ;

Messrs, Weston and Stainton wero
appointed a committée to go into the
question of the use of the sports ground
by Technical College students, and to
interview the Advisory Board with a
view tlo securing somec contrihutions
towards the cost of upkeep.

Regarding arranzements for the fnne-
tion which will take place in the Park
on IFriday after the visit of the Prince
of Wales it was oxplained that Iunch
will be supplied to children at 11.30
and at 19 o'clock a counter lunch,
consisting of pies, sandwiches, buns,
cte., will be available to all at a reas
gonable charge.

In the afternoon there will be faney
dancing  and walizing competitions;
coco-nut shies, flower stall, duck pond,
boating, SIIGI?F guessing, and ather com-
petitions. Tho members of the Kawa-
ton Park ladies’ committee will give
their assistance. Tea will be provided
at a nominal charge if visitors will
bring their own jugs, and thanks to
the generosity of the following the
Park Board will be able to distribute
free to the children over 30 cases of
fruit:—DBessrs. C. H. Burgess, A
Woollett, D. Graham, Nolan and Co.,
Webster Bros.. J, MNeill. G. Yuka,

It was explained that Mrs, Burgess
still requires coppers to ensure a plenti-
ful supply of hot water always being
available and also further donations of

milk.
PP...

TH, APRIL 29, 1920

£1000 PUSEEURA PARK
JRUND.
APPLEAND C l!j 1 {1‘.1}‘5,\.\."1‘;112?&1731

—— SATURDAY, MAY 8, -—
- clds

TH, MAY 3, 1920
PRINCE OF WALES VISIT

For weeks past the people of New
Plymouth and the surrounding districts
have been looking forward with o great
deal of pleasure to the visit of the
Prince of Wales, and elaborate prepara-

arations wera made to welecome his
Yoval Highness to the “Garden of New
Zealand.”” Then ecame the railway
strike, and it was feared that Taranaia
would in all probability be denied the
privilege of joining with other parts of
the Dominion in showing its loyalty eon
sugh an historic oceasion. However,
news was received late on Saturday
night that the railway strike had been
settled and that the Prince would re-
sume his tour, reaching New Plymouth
at 10 f.m. to-day. The news spread
quickly throughout the district, the
veil of disappointment which~had been
so manifest everywhere was lifted, and
gladness again reigned supreme. Pre-
parations were restmed with renewed
vigonr and enthusinsm, and this morning
the railway station and the line of route
to Pakekura Park presented a very
pretty and gay appearance, There were
a number of triumphal arches all taste-
fully decorated, and the vivid green of
the nikau palm, the tree fern, and
vother foliage, relieved with the white
plumage of the toi-toi, blended happily
with a liberal display of bunting, the
general effect being particularly pleas-
ing. :

L]yy'mm an early lour people focked
into the town from all directions, and
the line of route and the natural amphi-
theatre forming the sports ground 'at
Tukekura Park wers soon threnged with
an excited and expectant crowd. New
Plymouth has never experiended such a
day. A special train ecarried hundreds
of eager school children from dewn the
line as far as Waiongona, and they were
met at the East End Reserve, where
they alighted, by members of local com-
mittees and served with light refresh-
ments before proceeding to Pukekura
Park to join in the festivities there.
Children from schools along the coast
were also convered to town, so that they
toc could take part in a gathering which
will always live in their memory.

Tho Royal train arrived at New Ply-
mouth just as the town clock chimed
ten. His Royal Highness was accom-
panied by : Rear-Admiral 8ir Licnel Hal.
gey, K.C.M.G., K.C.V.0,, C.B,, chief-
of staff; Tieut.-Col. T. W. M Grigg,
O.M.G.. CV.0, D.8.0O.,, MC., secre-
tary; Sir Godfrey Thomas, Bart.,
ALV.0., personal secretary; Captain
Dudley North, C.M.G., M.V.0O., extra
equerry ; Captain Lord Claud N. Hamil-
ton, D.8.0., M.V.0., equerry; Captain
the Hon. Piers Legh, O.B.E., M.V.0.,
equerry; Captain T. Rhodes, attached
for New Zealand tour; Sir William
Fraser, Minister in charge of the tour.
The Prince was met by Brigadier-Gen-
eral €. W. Melvill, D.S.0., officer com-
manding the WB]fiﬂgﬂ;ll district, and
the Roval Party at once proceeded to
their ears and thence to Pukekura Park,
which was entered from Gilbert Street,
the cars slowly wending their way
anidst the lovely seenery around the
lower lake and then entering the oval
aparts around, .
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" The scene which now lay before the
eyes of the Prince was a memorable
one, Taranaki had never hefore wit-
nessed such o crowd or such a spon-

taneous outburst of enthusiasm. On
tho eastern terrace the High School

girls in blue formed the word “Wel-
come,”’ to the south convent and Tech-
nical College girls, some dressed in blue
and some in white, formed the letters
“H.IL.I," and on the oval in front of
the Royal stand some thousands of
children attending the primary schools
were grouped to form the Prince of
Wales™ feathers with whitoe and colour-
od toi toi plumage. The eoffect was
splendid, and reflects the greatest
credit on the children themselves and
the teachers responsible for the ar-
rangement. Practically  the whole of
tho remainder of the terraces, and in
fact, every portion of tha grounds
which had not to be reserved for the
occasion, were simply packed with peo-
ple. As members of the Royal retimue
remarked, o better gpot for such a re-
ception could hardly be found.

The Royal stand, which had been
erccted at tho northern end of the
oval near Fillis Street, and lhad been
very tastefully decorated with flags
and greenery, looked oul ever the
whole grounds, with a’most delightful
glimpse of the heautifnl  Pukekura
Park in the background.

Immedintely his Royal Ilighness was
seen entering the sports ground itself
the great mass of people rose and
cheered to the echo, and this was con-
tinued whilst the Prince drove siowly
across the oval to the Royal stund.
Then the assembled people, led by the
band and o massed Jilrnil' from the dif-
ferent churches under the condnctor-
ghip of Mr, ', W, G. M'Leod, joined
in singing the national anthem which
in turn was Tollowed by the singing of
“God Bless the Prince of Wales.”

TDN, MAY 5, 1920
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

BA meeting of {he Pukekura Tark
onrd was held Josi night, there being
{rreﬁ?zal._: Mrs. C 1L Burgess, Maosars, \.\?.
A, Callis, R. C. Hughoes, H, Fovd, and 1
Stainton (hon. secretury).  Mr. Uolls
was voted to the chair

'H_lt' gecvetary reported {hat in enn-
nection with the £1000 fonmd, Mpes, T
gess las issued abont 200 cirenlars 10
vregidents of all parts of the district, and
b good response was being male,

Mre, !!nr,-__wa:- reported she had recefvid
& donation from Mr. T, J, Flunagan with
necompanying letter in which he wish-
ed the scheme the suceess it deserved,
He also remarked that it was time 1le
Park “and several other things in New
Plymonth wore taken in hand by some
live people.  Mrs, Burgess also re-
ported that she had received from the
%ﬂa_tmaatpr at New Plymouth (Mr, . B,
urton) a cheque for £3 35 0d as o
contribution  towards the fund, the
imount having been eollected amouy
the staff of the New Plymouth office.

The condition of the Queen Vietorin
monument was referred to, and Mrs
Burgess, who is president of the Vie.
foria. League, said she thonght the
League would be prepared to undertake
i'he eare of the monument if it was put
in proper order,  Thisn was agreed to
provided the League accepted the re
#ponsibility.



The finaneial position of the Board
was disenssed, when Mr., Hughes referred
to the fact that at present it took £600
per annum to pay the curator’s salary
end other wages, He questioned if a
£1000 effort could be made every year.

The secretary remarked that the
trouble in the past seemed fo be that
the Board had not been enterprising
enongh,

Mr. Collis said the proper attitude
was that the park belonged to the peo-
ple, and the Board should not hesitate
to go to the public and ask for money
for its upkeep.

The secretary stated that the present
bank balance was £93 10s 11d, but the
Board was indebfed to Mr. Purgess to
the extent of L300,  That amount,
whieh had heen danated for the purposs
of erection of a kiosk in the park, had
Jbeen plnced in the general account, That
amount should therefore be refunded to
the speeinl acconnt and held until such
time as the building eould be erected,
The secretary siated also that the sum
of £150 had been received from Mrs,
Burgess in connection with the £1000
effort. and paid into the bank to a sep-
arate account.

BEyentually n committee, consisting of
Mrs. Burgess and Measrs, Collis, Weston
and Stainton was set np to consider the
position. :

New regulations were adopted for the
control and supervision of gate recsipts
when the Recreation grounds were let

Ffar crnnrts cr athar nuenncac

TH, MAY 15, 1920
FUNDRAISING

The total proceeds of the Mart Apple
Day, which was held in aid of the
Pulekura Park £1000 effort, amounted
to £207 10s.

TH, MAY 22, 1920
FUNDRAISING

The High School Old Gils’ street col-
lection and botse-to-howse canviss 'In
aid of the Pukekura Park L1
was heing earvied] on energetically to-
day. A cold wind and showers of rain
made the task of the collectors anything
but a jov.

TH, MAY 5, 1920
DRINKING FOUNTAIN IN SAD STATE

That the Queen Vietoria monument in
Pulekara Park is in an ill-kept condi-
tion was reported to the Pukelura Park
Board on Tuesday evening by the sec-
retary. o Mrs. Burgess, who is presi-
dent of the Victorin League, said she
thought the league would be pleased to
undertalke the care of the monument.
Tt was agreed that the Vietoria League
should undertake this task if prepared
to dao so. : .

TH, MAY 10, 1920
APPLE & CHRYSANTHEMUM DAY
FUNDRAISER A SUCCESS

Success which was most pleasing to
those concerned attended Apple and
Chrysanthemum Day held on Saturday
in aid of the £1000 Pukekura Park
YFand, At the close of the day's pro-
ceedings 1t was found that the sum of
approximately £170 was in hand. The
takings ab the stalls were as follow,
the amounts being subject io minor
corrections —Apples £50 3s 7d, meat
£15,10s, vegetables, £12 6s 5d, flowers
ggo'?s 6d, miscellaneous £921, donations

Competitions and  some  other
amonnts brought the fotal to about
£170

The competitions were won as fol
lows :—Dressing  eaze, DB. Boutell;
brooch, “Simple Sam''; blouse. F. H.
Jellyman; cake, V. Kearnay; ham, F.
Hodson. In a sheep weight-gnessing
competition T. Bates (Bell Block) and
J. Devery (New Plymouth) tied with
1401b,, and a draw resulted in MMy
Batos securing the prize.

Mrs, C. H. Burgess (the organiser),
AMr. P, E. Stainton (secretary of the
Pukelura Park Board), and the numer-
ous and willing band of helpers mmnst
be congratulated wupon the signal sue-
cess which has marked the first hig
effort In the series to he made on be-
half of Pukekura Park.

|
WSTORY

%

TH, MAY 25, 1920
TRAM THROUGH THE PARK

TRAM ROUTE THROUGH PARK.
On the motion of Councillor Griffiths
it wns decided that | the Pukekura
Park Board should be approacued for
tho necessary sanction to enabio  the
tramway service to  be extended
vhrough the park to Vogeltown, and
that tne members of the Couneil should
inspect the preposed reute in company
with members of the Park Board., 11
wis niso decided that the electrieal
engincer should be instructed to huve

the route elearly marked out.

TDN, MAY 31, 1920
HELP OFFERED

tTa the Xditor,)

Blr—MIght 1 suggest to he Tukekurs Park
}‘iu.lrd that there app many retired Inrmers
.-ml’ nthers living i New Plymouth qulte
:'”JJ"”’J(" nfl heining to keep the Park in poadl
In. vr__r seeres of these would be better, ani
momer, with something useful to do, and
||j.[gh'f. with advaniage to themselives Enﬁ the
t.uwn Renerally, glve g portlon of their time
te Imnroving our beaut!tul grounds, of which
wioare =0 justly proud. smiculd a’uvthl'ng in
l]l['1 above direction be sturted, 1, for one
shall be mind o help to the bhest of my
ability, and feel confident many others would
do Lhe sime, In these times of aparee ur;d
dear dabor this seems to me the most Dractieal
Wiy of asslsting Mr. Smith in his strnnu.uu.f'.

: o ‘ +

r}.’lzln];{l.[.;m:o J\;r,-r_-u] in brldr-.r and  Improve the
o Logrounds, under hila g Wnnge
e his able munpge-

JAMES BURGESS,

Fitzroy, May 25 189y

TH, JUNE 2, 1920
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The Pukekura Park Board held its
monthly meeting on Tuesday evening.
"I'here were present: Mrs.  Burgess,
Messrs. W. A. Collis (acting-chairman),
W. C. Weston, R. C. Hughes, A. 8¢
Brooker, H. Ford, P. E. Stainotn (sec-
retary).

A letter was received from' the Park
Tennis Club asking the board’s permis-
sion to extend their courts. 'Lhis re-

quite willing to have a conference with
the Borough Council and that the com.
mittee will meet them in the Park ad
3 p.m. on Tuesday, June 15.”"—Car=

ied. ; j

The report of the finance committes
was then read.by Mr. Stainton. The
oxpenses for 1918 including wages and
incidentals amounted to £540 0s 3d,
the donations and receipts for the samo
year £379 10s. . In both these year
Mr. Burgess’ donations of £150, whic
had been intended fer speciflc purposes
had been included in the, ordinary do-
nations and had been used as such. The
beard was now faced with the problens
of making up these deficits and also
with producing the £750 which was
required to run the Park every year,
It was decided that all the campaigning
shoull be put on a buginess basu--ang
that each member of the board shoul
take his share of the work.

Mrs Burgess moved that in order
to provide funds for mnecessary works
and maintenance of the Pukekura Park
that there be an annual effort made in
May to be known as Apple Day, come
bined with n street collection, and also
that ihis board teke immediate action
to increase its number of annual sub-
scribers,—Carried unanimously. ]

It was decided to abandon the posi-
tion of mon overseer and that a

ounds committee be formed to see
ﬁint the 'work sanctioned by the bdard
was carried out.

A motion that Mrs. Burgess, Messrs,
Collis, Weston and Stainton form a
grounds committee was_carried. '

Owing to the irregular attendance
of the %omugh representatives on the
board, it was decided to write to the
council to the effect that, now the
duties of the board were so onerous,
that the council should appoint repre-
sentatives from outside the council if
the councillors could not attend more
regularly. y

lg\}lr. Weston moved that it be brought
up for discussion at the next’ meeting
that the boat ehould ply for hire ‘on
Sundaysafterncons during the summer
months, - ;

The curator’s report stated that good
progress had been made in tree prun-
ing and general cleani and repairs
during the month of April, but o-wmﬂo
the bad weather s:;\éten_?ﬁa plznz blrl
not been proceeded with. valuable
collection of pla.n*t;s had been recefved
through the seoretary. Boat'and fire-
wood receipts amounted to £3 12s 8d.
The donation box yielded 3s 7d.

The kind offer of Mrs. Burgess that
the board should meet in future at
her. rooms over the H.B. was approved
and a vote of thanks passed to 3

Accounts amounting to £57 & 6d
and wages amounting to £37 12s 8d
were passed for payment.

quest was acceded to and it was de
cided that Mr. Collis and Mr. Stainton
form a committee to meeb the club, and
endeavour to arrange some agreement
with them as regards terms, as the club
up till now had had the use of the
ground free of rental.

A letter received from the Borough
Council in counection with the proposed
tram route which would pass overémrt-
of the grounds at the Carrington Road
entrance was discussed. It was thought
that before any definite action could be
taken that the board should meet somo
representatives of the Borough Council
in the Park and have the matter fully
explained to them. !
chairman moved ‘‘that this board is
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To this effect the

TDN, JUNE 2, 1920
HOCKEY TOURNAMENT

KING'S BIRTHDAY TOURNAMENT.

An interesting serles of hocke
Wil be plaved on two fleldd to hg anmtitgm
murked eut far the purpoze In Pukelura
I’:‘I.I‘Ii tq-r:mrrnw. The matehes will ecommence
at 12 sharp, and wiil be lmited 10 15 minutes.
In this way it is hoped 1o play off the J.mii;
entries.  Tepms are coiming from as far as

Hawera, Stratford, Elit 6iby
e : am and Knpongn to



TH, JUNE 16, 1920
PROPOSED TRAM ROUTE

On Tuesday afterncc: the members
of the Pukekura Pars Board met on
the ground n full mecting of the 1 m-
bers of the Borough Council, Mr. ¥. T.
Belltinger, the council’s general man-
ager, and Mr. R. H. Bartley, the tram-
ways enginecer, and went over the pro-
posed route of the tramway extension
tq Vogeltown. This was the first oc-
casion on which the Park Bomrd had
been over the route, and the meeting
was arranged with the idea of getting
the Park Board's approval before the
engineer went more fully into plans
and estimates. )

As it may ‘interest the public to
know the proposed route, the follow-
ing are the particulars: Trom the
centre of the town the Vogeltown tram
will run nup Deven Street to the Linr-
det Street corner, tirn into Tdardet
Street and run right up to the main en-
trance to the sports ground. From
here it will turn sharply to the right
inte Fillis Street, run through the
cutting, and cress the level that is
now known as the new Gilbert Street
entrance. Geing on, the route will
work to the left running alongside the
path. from the Carrington Road en-
trance, eventually ecrossing this just be-
fore the Glowworms' Cave. The track
will then skirt the main Tike and
gradually rise up the sideling until it
comes out just to the left of the Car-
rington Road entrance to the grounds,
alongside the Vogeltown Park tennis
courts.

The suggestion 'is that by this route
traffic for the sports ground and for
the racecourse will be catered for. A
stopping place and necessary siding will
be provided at the main gate to the
park, and a further stopping place with
rustic station or shelter on the Car-
rington Road side of the grounds jn a
line with and almost on a level with the
band rotunda. This latter stopping
place will serve the racccourse, it be.
mg only a short walk to the side en-
trance to the racecourse reserve.

It is not proposed to fence the track
through the grounds, but this is o de-
tnil which can’ be considered later on.

The Mayor_ pointed out that by tak-
ing the Iaardet Street route there will
be a gaod deal of traffic to cater for,
while if the route were taken via Cur-
rie Street and Carrington Road there
would mot De nearly the same short-
distance traffic. Apart. too, from the
possibility of seenving a large share of
the sports ground and racecourse traf-
fie, the ride through the grounds wounld
be a great nttraction and quite the
prettiest in New Zealand.

The members of the Park Board will
take an early opportunity of consider-
ing the proposal, and a special meeting
will probably be called for that purpose.

TH, JUNE 17, 1920
SHETLAND PONY DONATED

Amongst the most recont gifts to the
Pukekura Parle £1000 Fund lLeing or-
ganised by Mrs Burgess is that of a
Shetland pony which was hred by Alr.
J. W, H. Martin on his Pukearuhe
farm. Thesn little animals are very
much prized by children and Mr, dar-
tin hopes that as a result of his gift
n large sum will bo realised for the
park.

TH, JULY 7, 1920
BOATING ON SUNDAYS

Boating will be permitted on the Iake
in Pukekura Park on Sunday nfternoons
next summer, Af the meeting of the Park
Board last night, Mr. W. C. Weston
moved that the boats be available on
Sundny afternooms during the summer
period, a3 from October 1st. The mover
said the idea was to endeavour to popu-
lavige the Park, The rezolution was
seconded v Mr, Stainton and carried,

Bi EISEORY

TH, JULY 7, 1920
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly meeting of the Puke-
kura Park Board was held on Tues-
day night, there being present Mr. W.
A." Collis (acting-chawrman), Mrs. C.
H. Burgess, Messrs. W. 1", Short, A.
S. Brooker, W, C. Weston, H. Yord,
R. C. Hughes and P. E. Stainton (hon.
secrotary). -

CURATOR’S RETORT.

Tho curator (Mr. W. W. Smith) re-
ported that the staff had made good
progress with the general work under-
takon during the month, Gales and
high winds had necessitated a good deal
of clenring-up work. Tho transplanting
of trees and tree-ferns to- the edgo
of the upper lake was now in progress.
The cutting down of the box hedze
aronnd the large lake will be complet-
od in a few days. Thero has been and
iz, continued tho report, much opposi-
tion to its removal by soma of the
citizens. It will, howover, soon grow
again into a neat hedge which ™ can
he trimmed compactly to any height.”
The curator stated that the mstter _of
tho removal of certain of the pinus in-
rignus trees deeidod upon by the com-
mitice Had recdived his attention. Sev-
eral matters requiring attention were
brought under the notieo of the board,
including the meed of a new -carringe
for the gun 'known as ‘“Dickey Bar-
rett,”” and the painting of the boats.
The curator also aslked Ff_tlm Beard in-
tended having the dais used at the
Prince’s visit roerécted in the park.
Owing to the almost nightly removal
of the smaller boards and scantlings
the remaining ‘material was remeved
to sheds for safety. Authority was
asked for the purchase of new plants
to replace these overgrown rose plants
in the old rose bed. The curator also
suggested that a few of the best var-
jetios of flowering shrnbs planted
around the upper lake would greatly
improve its general appearance. The
receipts for the month were £3 3s 4d.

MISCELLANEOUS.

The secretary reported on the ar-
rangements made by the chau-mun_,azzd
himself with the Park Tennis Club for
a rental for the grounds'for the next
two seasons, and the board confirmed
the arrangement.

A letter was received from Mr. J.
W..H. Marftin, expressing appreciation
of the effort being made for the bene-
fit of the park, and enclosing a cheque
for £5 s towards the fund. ;
"Mrs. Burgess also stated that Mr.
Martin had donated a Shetland pony
for competition in connection with the
park fund effort.

Warm appreciation. was expressed of
Mr. Martin’s genevosity.

It was decided that as from the be-
ginning of October next, the boats_be
madoe available to visitors on Sunday
afternoons. : .

TH, JULY 10, 1920
PLANT DONATIONS

Bir—A  generous it  of ‘fiowering
shrubs, azailes, efc., has been dondted to
the Pokekura Park by Mr. Hildred, sen.,
Tariki.  Will other kind friends do Jike-
wise so that splashes of ecolor may be
introduced on the grass slopes to re-
lieve the monotony of the trees, The
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upper lake edge is being cleared of its
overgrowth, and if suitable foliame and
floral plants are introduced the re-
ections alone would e moet attraotive,
The park superintendent of Awekland
sent me a collection of hydranmeas last
year for our Park which, when in hloam,
hed many admirers, T am sure there
are many lavers of gardens and nursery-
men in this distriot who will he only tooe
willing to lelp the Park Board in this
matter.—I am, ete,
ANN BURGESS.
New Plymouth, July 9, 1620,

TH, JULY 14, 1920
PINE TREES CULLED

The members of the Pukekura Park
Board Committee met in the "grounds
on Tuesday afterncon and under the
guidance of Mr. W. W. Smith, the
curator, decided upon the felling of
some thirty pinus insignus and a few
other smaller trees which he had pre-
viously marked. This will allow of fur-
thep planting and at the some time let
in more light to the grounds, which of
late have been becoming rather over-
grown. Care has been taken to avoid
Bﬁmlmg plantations on the hill-sides on
the Carrington Road side and at the
back of the sports ground. The &rowth
on the edge of the big lnke has just
been cut out, a work which visitors to
the grounds shounld approve of.

When inspecting Pukekura Park on
Tuesday, Mr. W. W. Smith pointed out
to the members of the hoard the pinus
insignus which he claims has the
largest girth of any pine in New Zea-
land. This is on the left going out
of the grounds into John Street. At
the Carrington Road entrance there is
tob the hichest pinus insignus in New
Zealand., This measures about 190 feet.
It is proposed to place name plates on
both these trees so that they may be
easily found by visitors to the grounds.

TH, AUGUST 3, 1920
FUNDRAISING - £100 FUND

FIVE ‘-DAYS
CONCENTRATED ;émﬂmma-xr.
COMMENCING TUESDAY NEXT,

CORONATION HALL NIGHTLY
CORONATION HALL NIGHTLY

Jazz Dancing and Fox Trots, ete
Brass Band Recitals,

Children’s Fairy Wonderland,
Paddy’s Market.

BOOST YOUR OWN TOWNI
aAll Proceeds go towards Beautifying
Pukekura Park.

HELP THE £1cco FUND.

Gifts wanted now!
accepted!

Cash Donations
Helpers in any direction will
be weleomed,

PACK AWAY YOUR TROUBLES

And come info the Carnival for
the week.

Stalls of every deseription. Gaieby
Galore and Fun for Everybady.

WATCH FOR FURTHER DETAILS.



TH, AUGUST 4, 1920
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The monthly meeting of the Pulo-
kura Park Board was hold on Tuesday
evening, 'Lhiero were present: Mr. W,

A. Coilis (chairman), Mrs, G, L1, bual-
cess,  Messrs. 1. C. Huoghes, W, G

Weston, H. Ford awd L. 15 Stainton
(hon, secretary).

TROUT-REARING PONDS.

The president of the Taranaki Ac-
elinatisition  Sowoty  (Mr. G.
Grover) ou belalr ol the epunell, ask-
ed ihe board to permiuv the souiety 19
resame the use or the old trout-rear-
uig ponds m the park. Sume yenrs ago
the socicty was permitted to make 2
series of concrete-lmed punds near the
uppor end of thie Ly vond. The writer
was unaware why ey were vacated,
Sinee, viey bad boen used as recepracles
for rubbisn.  With very little lubour
they eould be made as pgool as ever.
The ponds would be a groal convenienco
to the spciety and an attraction to the
pubiic.  No structure which wonld in
wny wuy impair tie beauty of the park
would Le erected.

Un the motion of the ehnirman, per-
mission was granced lor the re-cstab-
lishment of tiue ponds, subject to the
approval of the ground comuittee n_f
siie board concerming <details, and nei-
tiver the board nor tie curator to have
responsibilivy.

REMOVAL OF TRELS.

1t was reported by the seerctary that
the bourd hiad moet m the parke and de-
cidolt to have 48 trees (pinns insigmus
and mucrocarpa) in varwous parts of
the park removed.

Mr. MHughes commented on the re-
port, and m reply to a protest from
Ar. Stamtan that time was being wast-
cd, ag a full meeting of the board had
been ealled in the purk, said that he
was present and saw mugniilcent troes
being deomed to destruction withoud
reasen, but hig prolests were disregard-
e 1t was therefore quite unnepessary
for him to remain present and he left,

It was stated that tree-ferns  and
other mative trees wonld immediately
be planted to All the gups.

CURATOR'S REEPORT.

The curator (Mr. W. W, Smith) re-
ported that the weather during July
navirg been very iavourabie, 1t
beun pessible tovecomplotn the exura
work ordered by the board and alse
the routine work, ‘lhe bunks of the
lakes had been cleared of uusightly
vegetibion and replanting with  tree-
terms uned flowering echerries was well
in hand. The work of removing the
hali-dead cupressus macrocarpa and the
trimming of the stems of all gther large
trees was proceeding.  The cut-up Limbs
met with ready sale.  The macrocarpa
fimbs were used as new simpers  to
strengthen the bridge at the upper end
of the luke. The suack of timber pre-
sented to the board after the Prince's
visit had been removed to a place of
solety, as boards  were disappearing,
During the month Mr, C. L. Wrageo
(Auckland) had sent a guantity of new
plint sceds to the park.  Some un-
known donor living in the Whangamo-
motit distriet, had also sent a quantity
of Native plant sdeds, all ot whicn
were very acceptable.

i EISEORY

TDN, AUGUST 5, 1920
CARNIVAL WEEK

OFFICIAL: OPENING.

It is now definitely announced that
the official” opening of the Pukekura
Park Carnival will take place on Tues-
day next, at 3 o'clock in the afternoon,
His Womship the Mayor (Mr, James
Clarke) .will perform the opening cere-
wony, The great’ attractiona for the
opening sessiens will be the -exhibitions
of faney dancing by Mr, Tresize, of
Wellington, who iz coming apecially for
the ceension and bringing a lady parl-
ner, Miss Flodie Martmout, with him.
On that afternoon a smart afterncon
tea will be served, and there will be
stalls for sweets, ice creams, soft drinks
and flowers, and the canteen counter for
suppers ench evening.,  There will e
orcliestral mmsic and jazz dancing, for
which o special jazz band has been ar-
ringed.  Preparations are being made
for the jaze items, and Miss Bedlord
and Mr, Kirkby sre holding rehenrsals
in the Roland Tall. Any enthusinsts
who are willing to participate should
immediately communicate with either of
the directors of this part of the enter-
tainment. ;

For the Tuerdays ressions, which
open at 3 pm. and 7 pm. respectively,
the charge for admission is to he 23 6d.
After that the admission will be 1s,

Further details of suceeeding days’
programmes will he given later.

The sale of flowers will commence on
Saturday next. The Boy Scouts have
arpanged to parade the town with a
trap to which a goat will-be harnessed,
and eell flowers from the wehicle, thus
inatigurating  Dnllodil Week " :

Gifts for the market should now be
forwarded to Mrs, Burgess’ rooms, Mis-
fits in boots, elothing, evening dress
suits, dinner coats, ete.,, may ull be sent
aleng, '

A supply of milk will he requived for
eich day of the earnival end help in this
direction is carnestly honed for,

TDN, AUGUST 12, 1920
CHARLES EDGECOMBE DIES

My, Chaerles ¥dgecombe, ‘whese death
took place at his residence, Shortland
Street, Vogeltown, on Tussday, was
curator of Pukekurs Park, New Ply-
mouth, for ten years, having faken office
about 1825 in succession to My D,
Coffey. The deceased was associated
with the early nettlers of the colony;
His father was “one of {he assistants of
the late Rev. John Whiteley in connee-
tion with the missionary work dn thas
Wesley Church, and had charge of the
missien building sitvated on the hill
overlocking Whifeley township,  The
late Mr. Edgecombe married Miss Moyle,
daughter of an Okato resident, and is
survived by a grown-up family. He
had o pood knowledge of the Maori
tongue and the Nuiive trees and flowers.
Ha saw service in the Maori war with
the Bushrangers, and held medals for
varions campaigns. AL the funeral,
which tekes place this afternoon at 3
o'cloek, Taranaki veterans will assemble
to pay their last respests to an old
comrade.
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TH, AUGUST 13, 1920
CHILDS'S VIEW OF THE PARK

CHILD'S VIVID DESCRIPTION.

This week Pulkekuray Park is being
brought more forubly thun usual ui-
der public notice, The pupls of
swenuard V1o o tho Centenl School
Wery BIVEN THOe Jark as the supjest lor
atl sty oand par winen tollews {wribs
ten by J. blountjoy) is worthy of pub-
Lieulion : —' '

ta new  Plymouth is situated  the
amous  Pukelwen fark, L position
s oalt excellent one ag it s pear o
centio of tie lowi,  Aveess wy b
guned by several efffrances, the chict
uf Wiuen are the Linrdet streeb culo
and he oue in Gilbert Street,

OUn entersg by the Gilbers Street
cRbranes v gl J'u.d;'1 [rnora et our
Lug terns, wee-lerns and cocbid
cave Lie scene o tropical aspuet, 1ro-
cecting down o by-poth we st une
expeetedly upon o glivwermg  caseado
of unstitpussing beauty, A sharp con-
Lrast s tormed by the gleanuny wat-
ers of the epscade and the bright green
fulie. As we procevded wil o rees
ol dian handiwork uimppv:lruil giv-
iz pluve to o panorama unsuihed n
beauoy.  Tho binds flieted, e gentie
breezo rustiod in the lewves and slowiy
swayed the tops of the tall trees thab
sectited 1o almost pieree the agure sky,

s
i
i

Ciue,

On reaciong the smaller fake wo wers
amazed wr the  mdeseribuble  seene
spread i front of us. The ferns and
hright sreen tree-lerns on the opposite
Laizle woere reflected n the tramsiueent
wattss of tho hike, and, although the
water wirs by no means deep, the wholo
tive from the groumd to Lop wus .t-'hm'-l'_u.
It was mdeed “Nature's Airror.”” Tha
water-lly poud exceeded our brightest
cxpectalions, The hlies were in bloom
anil the colowrs so wonderfully blendud
—areen Teave., red and white lilies,
Brigil green slopes, brown trunks and
dark mreen leaves, with a hackgroand
consisting of p sparkling cascade—as
to exeel all other sichts. 1t was Na-
tore's groant  living  picture—one 10
human could paint, wo, not even a
Turner.  We proceeded townrds the
larmo lnke, postponing onr visit to tho
clow-werm caves till our retwmn jonrs
ney when it would be darker and tho
full beauty would be visible.  On ar-
riving at the lake wo were practieally
steneke dumb with surprise, for, sur-
voumded by Lills, themselves coversd
with tall, prowd trees  whieh  redred
their mighity heads inte the air, wers
the placid Dlue-gréen waters of  the
ke, while a white boat was passing un-
der tha bridee. S0 it was all (hat als
ternaon evervthing we saw whs inde-
seribably beautiful.  Time will net al-
tow a detuiled deseription, but T must
eomment on the clow-worm eaves. Tt
wie gnite dark by the time we passed
tiie clow=worm eaves and the mgon had
rison. Lowill never forget the fiest
sheht 1omained of the eaves all brighlly
iltiminated and the moonligic on the
wiler forming a striking compurison
with the teees which loomed durk in
the half licht.  As we departed Jook-
ing luek at the mass of dark faliage
1 vesolved to spend another pleasend
afternom at the Prlekura Park, or as
it iv often  enlled  the  Roecreation
(irounds,



TH, AUGUST 16, 1920
CARNIVAL A HUGE SUCCESS

SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION.
OVER £1500 RAISED.

The carnival week in connection with
the Pukekura Park £1000 eftort was
brought to a successful conclusion at
a late hour on Baturday night, when
the total takings rveached the magai-
ficent sum of over £1500. This must
be very gratifying to the citizens of
New LVlymouth and the residents of
the surrounding distriets, and also to
the Park Board, all of whom must
readily acknowledge the great debt
they owe to Mrs. C. H. Burgess for
initiating the elfort, and to her band
of zealous and devoted workers who
stood in with her dfrom the beginning
to the last moment, and wrought so
well in the endeavour to realise the
object aimed at. The task of raising
£1000 was no easy one, and looked al-
most impossible when first suggested,
but skiltul organisation, tactiul ap-
peal, and continuous work spread over
geveral months, has resulted W the
gathering in of the splendid sum men-
tioned, and no one will deny the work-
crs the full measure of gratitude to
which they are entitled for their seli-
sacrifictng service in the interesits of
one of the Dominion's finest public
parlks.

Saturday morning saw the market op-
ened at 10 o'clock. There were ample
supplies of fresh goods. including meat,
veuetables, and pouliry as well as the
lnrgo suantities of sundries which came
in from several of the eurrouynding sub-
urbs and some of the schools. One
of the prominent features of the mar-
ket was ‘o large stall which had been
contributed by the dry goods merchants
from all parts of the Dominion. The
tables were heavily stocked with many
lines of every-day liouseliold commodi-
ties, which found a ready sole.

From the time of opening on the last
day there was a continual stream of pa-
trons which increased as the day ad-
vanced, until at night the hall, was
more crowded than ot any other time
during the earnival. Proceedings went
along merrily, and visitors spent money
freely. All the stalls turned in good
returns, and the games, competitions,
aud dancing provided a full fare of
amusement for all and sundry. At
about 10 o'clock, all the goods on the
miscellancous stalls which had not been
disposed of were submitted ito auection,
Mr. L. B. Webster wielding the ham-
mer in his inimitable and irresistible
manner, and he effected the transform-
ation of a somewhat hetrogenous hea
of odds and ends into about £10 harc
cash. All the refreshment provisions
were finally cleared out, and though it
was with a little difficulty that the
wiiling patrons of the entertainment
provided were persuaded to leave the
hall as the midnight hour approached,
the result of the, final day’s effort when
totalled up gave the best return for
the five days of the carnival, the sum
approximating £285. It was a tired
but triumphant band of workers who
left the hall about midnight, and who
incidentally, had to return to clear up
the “‘wreckage’’ after such a carmival.
They have, however, the satisfaction of
knowing they have made possible a
scheme of umprovement to the fown’s
finest asset, and their effort will re
main testimony to the spirit and practi-
cal naturg of their sense of citizenship,
of whichk the community may well Ea
proud, and might with profit emulate.

Amongst those who deserve thunlks
for assistance at the carnival none de-
serves more than Mrs, George and her
orchestra, who gave up all other en-
gagements in order to help, and their
music kept the dancing gong merrily
overy evening.

Bi EISEORY

Following are ths results of the re-
maining competitions: Silver vase,
Miss Hardgreaves; koewpie, Dick Jen-
kins; doll, Jaeck Elms; engine, T, Tip-
pins ; table bowls, Mr. Governbeck; un
of ten, Mr. A, H. Sole; iced cake, Mrs.
Doughty (Fitzroy); pair of shoes, Mr.
Geo. Marsh (Bgmont Village); hum,
(Vogeltown), Mrs, Whittaker;. blouse,
Nurse DM'Laren; eorystal vase, My,
Johnson ; Mrs. Hill’s eakes, Mrs, Lowry
1, Mrs. V. O. West 2; elecirvie iroum,
Mrs. 15, H. Rundle; camisole (gucss
numbor of hours in working—exact
time 22hrs. l0min—mearest guess, 24
hours), Miss ‘‘Jones;” silver butler-
dish, Mr. Baddeley; pen-painted cusi-
ion, Mrs. 8. Ewing; silk cushion, Mr.
Baddeley; books (“'Life of Living-
stone’’), U. Stewart; whisky cakes (i),
Grace M‘Allum, Miss Kirton, L. Phil-
lips, Waitoitoi; hygienic cake, “Scot-
tie;” crepe mghtdress, Mr. Gleeson;
bham (won by Mr. Whittle and re-do-
nated), Mr. A, B. Hope; gold bracelet,
Mr. Baddeley; manicuve set, Miss Gib-
son; knitted golter, V. Viekers, Omata.
Unclaimed prize-money may be had on
inquiry at Mrs. Burgess' rooms.

There are still the pony competition
and the pair of goats and the cart to
be disposed of. Owing to the weather
the Scout boys were able to do very
little, and the daffodils which had been
promused were not able fo be handled
in the heavy rain and high winds which
provailed.  In this respect, therefore,
the effort will ot be finally concluded
until Saturday. Tlowers will be on
salo this week. The goods remaining
over from the merchants’ stall ave still
for disposal at the prices marked upon
them on Saturday, and anyone can
buy en applying to Mrs. DBurgesa.
Wien the effort is finally completed
arrangements have been made for any
of these goeds then remaining to be
taken off the hands of the Park Com-
mittee. )

The special thanks of Mrs. Burgess
and her helpers are extended to Mr.
Hoffmann for the use of piano, and to
Mesdames Tanner and M'Kenwia, who
veluntarily came and did the washing
up _of dishes until 10 o'clock every
night.

the ultimate benefit of the park, the
benefit of New Plymouth and Taranaki
as o whole. He also mentioned that
the board had appointed Messrs, W. C.
Weston and P, 1. Stainton to repre-
gent the board on the committee.
1o expressed the opinion that the time
had arrived when all local sports bodies
should combine together and formu-
late some scheme whereby money would
be raised to place all the sports
grounds in the town in order, and
probably too such a committes would
also be able to render in the course of
a few yoars assistance to the respective
beach committees for the improvement
of those reserves.

My, Stainton (secretary of the Parlk
Board) said those present could rest
assured that so long as {he committee
carried out its functions on sound
lines and proceeded to eflect reasonable
improvements as funds were reccived,
the Park Board would grant ex.onsive
powers to the committcee, although of
course it must be elearly understood
that certain conditions would have to
be imposed, inasmuch as the park as
a whole was vested in the board.

After a short discussion a committee
consisting of Messvs, A. I.. Humphries
L. B. Webster, W. H. Moyes, H. A
Stratford, K. Avery, I, J. Hill. J.
Clarke, F. W, Sandford, A. T. Moore
E. Guthrie, L. Little, R, H. Georgo,
J. M‘Leod, J. Garcia, and 4. Roberts,
with power to add to their number
and with Messrs, Weston and Stainton
repregentatives of the Park Board ex
officio..  Mr. A, L. Humphries was
unammously elected chairman, and the
following wore appointed a provisional
oxeceutive: Messrs. L. B. Webster, i,
Avery, R. G. George, F. J. Hill’ and
J. Clarke, with tho object of drafting
a proposed lease, attending to other
preliminary details, and with instruc
tions to report to a [further general
meeting to be held on Tuesday even-
ing next. i

TH, AUGUST 18, 1920
NEW SPORTS COMMITTEE FORMED

COMMITTEE OF CONTROL
' APPOINTED.

A meeting was leld on Tuaesday
evening for the purpose of appointing a
committee to take control of tho Sports
Ground at Pukekura Park, the Lark
Board having agreed to a request on
behali of ditferent sports bodies to
lease thoe grounds on certain specified
conditions. The meeting was well at-
tended by representatives of different
football and other athletic institutions.
Mr. A. L. Humphries presided.

Mr. Humphries explained that the
Park Board was prepared to lease the
Sports Ground to a properly constitut.
ed committee. 1'or the first threo
years the board was agrecable to
grant a free lease, which would afford
an opportunity ot llqmdnuug cértain
liabilities incurred by the old Sports
Ground Committee amounting approxi-
mately to £160, and owing chiely to
the New Zealand Rugby Unton. Aftor
this debt had been liquidated it was to
be a condition that all moneys raised
by the commitiee wore to be spent in
further improvements to the grounds,
Tho Park Board, he was certain, would
grant overy reasonable facility to as-
sist tho committes, recognising that
all improvements made would he to
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TDN, AUGUST 21, 1920
INTERVIEW WITH MRS BURGESS

Now that £1500 has been raised by
the public for Pukekura Park, what i-
going to be done with the money?

A Daily News veporter yesterday put
this question to Mrs. C, H, Burgesa, or-
ganiser of the fund, and 2 member of the
Parle Board. Mrs, Burgess expressed the
opinion that the money should be heid
in reserve to pay ordinary expenses, and
make uny small improvements that ap
pear most necessary,  Anything in the
way of large expenditure was out of
the question, nnless substantially lavger
funds came i hand.

“Few people realise the expense invol-
ved in maintaining the Park,” said Mrs.
Burgess. “Yor insiance, there i3 the item
of £16 per week for wages alone, and
even with the staff at present c:nployort,
the conditions within the Park are be-
coming desperate, There is hardly a seat
in the Park the woodworle of which js
not decayed, and they cannot be repaired
because of the expense. Tn every direc
tion there are signs of neglect and decay,
for the want of funds to carry out the
necessary work of maintenance,” Mrs,
Burgess deploves the wanton destruction
wrought in the Park by a band of larri-
kins who systematieally destroy, and dis.
figure what they cannot destroy, from
sheer mischief, Some time ago Mrs.
Burgess had dongied o Uoiler to the



park, to be used by the public for the
purpose of boiling water for making tea,
This had only been onee used hy the lad-
ies’ committee, when it was broken by
these vandsls, who fail to recognise the
generosity of the donors and the vaiue of
such conveniences to the public in gen-
eral.

It was the infention of the commitice
to build a tea kiosk on a site selected
in the park, but on enquiries as to the
eoaf, it was found that even a shell of
a kiosk, without even a window, and
open on all sides in the form of a veran-
dah. with a small kitshen in the centre,
would eost £750. This expenditure, con-
sidering the atate of the finances, Mrs,
Burgess considered too high, A far bet-
ter plan, she thought, would be to care-
fully ¢onserve the funds on hand to pre
vent the decay that is so generally be-
coming apparent all over the park,

“This is the first occasion on which the
park hanking acconnt has beon in credit,”
remarked Mrs. Burgess. The strain of
the carnival weel was not enviable, Mrs,
Burgess said, and she wishes to stress
the necessity of the park administration
being taken over by a body such as the
Borough Council, as the strenuous work
entailed in maintaining the funds of the
Park are beyond her and her committee,

Indeed, it is the desire of the soclety,
approved by the board, to make the
ﬁsg ponds hoth an attraction to the
publie, whose interest it is most desir-
able to enlist, and an ornament to
the park, and with these objects in
view, it is understood, the question of
beautifying the site has already been
gone into.

During the war the Taranaki Ae-
climatisation Society lay practically dor-
mant. Nearly all its members were
at the front, in fact all who were able
to go, and the society’s income natural-
ly dwindled. Now that happier times
have come it is the general feeling that
a determined effort must be made to
place matters once more upon a satis-
factory basis ro that the rivers of North
Taranaki maf be re-stocked and that
once more they may.prfvi’da health-
giving sport. The initial expense will
of course be considerable, but once
started it is believed that the income
of the society will be sufficient to meet
annual expenditure.

TH, AUGUST 25, 1920
PINE TREES FELLED AT
SPORTS GROUND

Cricketers in North Taranaki will be
pleased to hear that the pmus nsignus
which kave for some years spoilt the
light on the sports ground at Pukekura
Park Lave at last been removed. Apart
from cricket, their removal has quite
improved the Liardet Street entrance.

TH, AUGUST 27, 1920
FISH PONDS BEING REINSTATED

RE-OPENING OF FISH PONDS.
ASSET TO PUKEKURA PARK.

It will be remembered that at the
last annual meeting of the Taranaki
Acclimatisation Society the question of
resuming the business of rearing fish
was very fully discussed and a motion
was eventually carried recommending
the incoming council to undertake this
work. Accordingly the officers of the
society have inspected numerous sites
and after careful consideration of the
merits and demerits of all of them it
was determined, as a start, to apply to
the Pukekura Park Board for permis-
sion to resume the old fish ponds si-
tuated at the head of the lily pond in
the park. a . :

The board having kindly given the
necessary permission, the society are
at present engaged in having the ponds
cleaned out and .put into first-class
working order ready. for the early re-
ception of trout fry which will be held
until they attain sufficient size for li-
beration in the rivers of the society’s
territory.

The work of re-establishing the S_onds
is being carried out under the direct
supervision of Mr. W. W. Smith,
curator of Pukekura Park, and, there-
fore, lovers of the Fark may rest as-
sured that no unsightly work or work
which is not in keeping with the beau-
ties of the park, will be undertaken.

Bi EISEORY

TH, SEPTEMBER 8, 1920
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

A meeting of the Pukelura Park
Board was held at Mrs, Burgess' offica
on Tuesday evening. Mr. W. A. Collis
prosided, and there were also present
Mrs. Burgess, Messrs. R. C. Hughes
H. Yerd, W. C. Weston, and P.. E
Stainton (sccretary).

A WELCOME GII'T,

Mrs. George King wrote that at her
request ler bhusbang had communicated
withh  tite  Chnswhuren. City  Couneil
with a view to SCCUNINE O pawr ol wile
swans for the park. bne now had
pleasure in reporting its foveurable
consiteration and thav the birds would
shortly arvive. Mrs. King asied the
board te accept the birds as a donac
tion {rom the Chustehuren Cisy Couns
cil.

A letter of thanks will be forwarded
to Mrs. Iying for the action she had
talien, memoer. remarking thay tie
swins would be a decided additien to
the parl, .

Alr, Stainten mentioned that he un-
derstood o kiwi was heing presented
we the park by unother donor.

AN UNIFORTUNATE POSITION,

Mr. C. H. Burgess wrote that the
bourdd would remember that wiien he
vetived from the afiice of Mayer the
council voted two yenrs’ honorurium to
wiie board witit the stipulation that the
woney should be spenv on work approv-
ed ef by hin and thab he agreed to sup-
pietient the grant with a taether £
making £400 in.all for the purpose of
evecting o tea kiosk in the grounds.
As the 2500 had been spent on current
expenses and was not available, he hdd
to advise the Doard that his offer was
now withdravn., e was very disap-
pointed ut the sction of the board,
moie especially aus he had the assur-
ance af ihe choirman that the money
would not on any account be used for
uny purpose other than that for which
it was donatod.

Severat members of the hoard ex-
presseidl very sincere vegret that tius
unitfortunate position had arisen. They
had certainly been under the impres-
sion that the money was available for
the purpese for which Mr. Burgess had
donnted it, otherwise they would most
assurcdly have curtailed the expendi-
tare out of the ordinary funds,

Eventually the board agreed: “That
the board acknowledze the receipt of
Me. Burgess' letter and express its re-
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pret that the amount of Tiis two years®
honerarium presented for the purpose
of erecting o tea kiosk had been paid
intc the generaw acconnt of the board
with the banlk and has been absorbed
in its general expoudivure. The board
will take the carliest opportunity of
swoviding for the erection of the ten
ticsle an amount at least equal to
the honararin which he has been good
cnough o contribute.”’
THE CURATOR'S REPORT,

The cuvator (Mr. W, W. Smith) re-
ported that, the weather durmg the
month of August having been tfavour-
able, the statl was able to make good
progress with the general work ob The
park. All the remaining gorse and
other objectionuble plants had  been
grubbed and much of the rubbish burn-
cd without injury to the trees and
other vegetation m the park, The trees
recommended by the works commiitec
to be removed had been attended to.
and the whole of the wood sold. There
was creat demand for firewood at the
park. The mowing and cleaning of
the hill near the raceconrse and tiose
on beth sides of the sports  ground
vallex had been eompleted.  Many of
the pines, oaks, and eims had had their
supertinous  limbs  removed,  which
world vostly mmprove the growth form
and vitue of tho trees, They had fin-
ished veplenizhing and painting the wwo
boats, which were now . good condi-
tion for the commg season. The five
degrees of frost on the mormings of
the early doavs of the moenih injured
some of the mnmaku tree-terns severes
ly, but they were all putting forth
fresh vigorons fronds,  ‘They had  re-
moved the fences from the front of the
tea roams, which was a proat improve-
ment and convenience.  Respeeting the
replenishing  of the new l){o(‘k seats,
they. would reguire six planks 1214 8in
by 2in. Should they be able to procurs
tite tar and paint they wonld complete
the work io both in the fine weather

as soon as 'jmssihlc‘

During the month My, Mitehinson
presented o good collection of trees
ard o handeed young fan patms to the
ek, They were very acceptable, Mrs,
C. H. Burgess also presented a dezen
hydrangeas, and AMr. 8. Brookes sent
some valunble plants, Mrs. (Dr.)
M'Clelland some bulbs and dahlin tub-

ers, all of which were gratefully roe
ceptect.  Mr, Smith enclosed £6 145
dd receipts of  boat and  fArewood
charges for the month,
Thanks were accorded the various
donors.
GINERAL. i

The draft lease submitted by the
New Plymouth Sports Commjitee in
connection with the sports ground wns

approved,
Accounts  amounting  to £538 Ts 1d
were passed for payment, including

£33 wages for the past nmonth.

TH, SEPTEMBER 8, 1920
MODIFICATION TO TEA HOUSE

The Pukekura Park Board intends
carrying out very necessary iepairs and
alterations to the tea kioslk at the
Pﬂrk. and -at the board meeting on
Tuesday evening Mrs. Burgess men-
ttoned that Mr, T, H. Bates, architect,
had very kindly promised to give any
rofessional advice gratuitoysly, The
poard expressed its  appreciation  of
My, Buates' gencrosity and accorded
him a very hearly vote of thanks.



TDN, SEPTEMBER 10, 1920
TERRACES DAMAGED

As the result of the Pukekwed Park
Board’s determination te take steps 1o
prevent damuge to the terraces ou the
Recrealion Ground, len persons  were
eharged at the New Plymouth Magis-
trate’st Coury yeaterday with a breach oi
the Park bylaws in jumping over the
face of the turfed terraces. Seven de-
fendanta appeared, and all pleaded guil-
ty. Yor the Board, Mr. T H. Quil-
liaw said o heavy pennliy was not de-
sired, but considerable trouble was gone
fo in keeping the ierraces in proper o
der. At the foothall matehes  many
perzons went dewn on to the playing
grennd to kick the football, but instead
of walking round slid over the terraces,
which dug up the grass, A fine of #s,
with cosis 7s, waas imbosed in each case,
His Worship intimating that in future
if any similar offences occurred, heaviey
fines would be made.

TH, OCTOBER 6, 1920
SALE OF TIMBER

The Pulelura Park Board received
the statement of accounts at its meet-
ing on' Tuesday night in eonnection
with ‘the dispozal of the five pine frees
on the hill at the western side of the
sporls ground, nnd the result was con-
sidered very satisfactory, as the bulk of
the timber was cut from rough lingbs.
The return showed that the trees had
produced 3605 feet of timber and for
this the board received the sum of £5
8s 2d. .

TDN, OCTOBER 14, 1920
WHITE SWANS DONATED

A palr of white swans werp recently
likevated in Pukekura Park, lnving
hoen socured as o doration frem the
Christehureh City Couneil for the Doard
Praugh the effvrts of w New Plvinouth
reailend, Mro G, King.

TDN, OCTOBER 6, 1920
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The Pukekura Park Board met Inst
evening, Present: Mr, W. C. Weston
{in the chair), Mrs. C. H, Burgess, and
Messrs. H. Ford, R. C, Hughes and P, E.
Stainton (secretary), - 3

CURATOR’S REPORT,

The Curator reported that the work
divected to be done during the month of
September had Dheen complejed, except-
ing the lowering of the tops of the oaks
and sycamore trees at the head of the
upper lake to enable visitors to view
Mt. Egwont from the tea-rooms, Before
proceeding yjth the work he suggested
that the board make an inspection,
Planting aronnd the upper lake with
ovnamental trees and tree-ferns was
fnished, excepting for the adding of
some flowering shrubs to the banks, The
heavy rains during September caused
further silting up of the upper lake,
This matter would reguive to be dealt
with by the board in the autumn.

GENERAL,

The application of the Workers’ Coun-
cil for the use of the sports ground for
a Labor Day gathering was approved,

It was decided that in ecases where
the Curator's services are required by
ather hodies in New DPlymouth for ad-
viee. or assistance the permission of the
chairman or secretary of the Board must
first be secured.

The matter of securing an extra boat
for the lake was left in the hands of
Messrs Weston and Stainton.

Accounts for wages, £36 15s 8d, and
sundries £4 0s, weré passed for pay-

ment.
{
HISTORY
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TH, OCTOBER 25, 1920
TROUT PONDS INTERFERRED WITH

YOUNG TROUT LIBERATED,
AN ACT OF LARRIKINS.

Some time during Saturday lash the
Acclimatisation Society suffared the loss
of 3000 young trout. which were re-
cently placed in their pond in Puke-
kura Park through the act of some
person or persons who apparently have
a poor sense of humour and a poorer
pence of honour. The discovery was
made on Saturday afternoon, wihen the
president of the society (B’[r. G. G.
Grover) in company with the park cur-
ator (Mr. W. QV. Smith) paid a visit
to the pond and found that the zinc
trap at the pond had been opened and
the fish liberated into the other ponds,
where they would in all probability be-
come the easy prey of the perch in
those waters, It is mot thought the

act was one of mischievous bhoys, as
the trap would be too heavy for im}is
to remove. In referring to the inci-
dent, Mr. Grover said:—

“After going to considerable expense
and labour the first holding pond for

yvoung fish was completed on Monday
ast. Qut of a consignment of 80,000
rainbow trout roceived from Retorua
five weeks ago, 3000 were kept back for
the purpose of placing them in the

park fish-ponds in the interests of the

public, and to provide them with an
additional attraction in the park. On
‘Wednesdny last these fish were placed
in the completed pond in excellent
condition. The Acclimatisation Society
are now faced with the position
whether it is worth while gomgrhon
with the park project or not. oy
were prepared to spend a consideruble
sum of money in doing so, but it is
felt that without the co-aperation of
the public such a course is impossible,
This will be a loss to the park, the
public and the community generally,
but from a business point of view
which in the society’s Btandfloint it will
possibly be wiser to make the first loss
the last loss, = N
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TDN, OCTOBER 25, 1920
SALE OF TIMBER

CURATOR'S RESIGNATION,
WHAT ARE THE REASONSY

STATEMENTS BY BOTH SIDES

The announzoment of the resignation
of Mr, W, W. ®mith as curator of Puke:
kura Park, New Plymeutl, came as a
distinet surprise to the general publie,
and it was the subject of wmuch diseus-
ston’ dnving the week-end.  Mr, Smith
has forwurded us w statemesl setling
out his side of the case, and in the
abgence of the cnairman of the Paric
Board a statement giving the Doard's
viewpoint wis made last wpight Dy My,
R. G, Hughes, a member of the Duard,

My, Smiith says: “In Saturday's issue
of the Daily News it is stated that I
higd resigned the curatorship of Puke-
kurg Park, On receipt of what 1 con-
sideroidd Lo be an insulting letter from
the lion, seeretary to the Park Board
I called ab his eifice and informed him
that | mtended to resign, The letter
then scemed to me Lo be & na-confidence
wmotion, Later in the day Jie called at
the park, when we [nlly discussed the
matter. After his showing a Jittle peni-
fence [ agreed to leave the issue {ill
the ewd of the wouath, when T infended
to ponfer with the FPaurk Beard. TUn-
lknown to me, he called o meeting of the
Bowpd, ab whicl 1 should hinve been pres-
ent,  What D may bave said at the
meeting vespecting ma 1 know not, but
I henrd or knew pothing fariher until
| vead the anvouncement of my vesigna-
tion.

“Tmagine a public hoard deciling an
isgne of this elasa an the simple state-
ment of the seevetary, During a piovi-
ous conversation'l remarked to hin that
guite a number of distingnished ludies
wnd geatlemen from other countries had
visited Polekura Park and requested me
to aecompany them for a few hours to
Afsist i procuring  reguired seientifie
specimens,  Some time ago T owent for
half o day with o visiting professor to
assist in o survey of the geology and
hotany of Paritnin,  To the secretary
this work seems to he ‘lost and wasted
hours.” Ref-maLlI\' when Mr Tates, tle
Government metesrologist, visited New
Plymouth he requested me to proceed
to Waitara with him to ass<isT in some
important new meteorological work, |
was absent three hours, In my absence
the trumvirale now ruling Pukekura
Park ealled on an offieial inspectiom, 1
had wot been wivised of their coming,
atherwise I would have heen ahoul when
tiey cume, This seems to have boen
the kevvote to tune me up in the in
sulting letter veferred to,

O tnking charge of Pukekura Park
12 years aml 8 months ago the 1erms
of my agresment were every alternate
Satnrdoy free and o fortuighths sannual
holiday,  Dnving the first theee years 1
bad no holiday, and have never onee
taken a Satovdny., For veara | have
assisted nt the hoats during long hours
o alt stabutory Dolidavs, with highly
profitable yesults fo the Park Poard, T
liave spent €34 of private money on
plunts, zeeds, towl food, garden togls




and weressories verirted af e eoftiaas,
thave also handed Lo the secretaries the
s of 229 Gs s anonymons donations,
fvom 15 veeoivel

These snms ranosd
from oty sehool childven for waming
eolleptions of plants and inseets to €10
raeeived from visiors for pinilar assist-
ance. L ontenid to reconp the Tioard
further af nest meeting, and hope that

the seeretary wil be ready with o state.

ment of the time he has against me
THE BOARD'S VIEWTDOINT.,

Speaking an behall of the Board, Mr
finghes stated (hat the Toard, at the
last meeting, decided to communicate
with Mr, Swnith uskinme him to altend
the meetings of the Board in future,
dnd alse inlorming him that the Bogrd
i gesolved that all applications Dby
other balies for his serviess should he
sent {o the Board, and would then be
tefevred baek {o him,  The terms oi
the resolutions were conveved to Mr
Smith by the secretary (Mr. D, E. Stain.
Lom) in ow letter with some explanatory
ramarks. Upon receipt of this, Mr,
Smith saw the secretary and said he
interded to vesign, and would leave tliat
night. The secretury aflevwards called
wpon Mr. Smith, urging that his de-
vigion be deferred, and this he agreed
to do, remuining in charvge il the end
af the cwrrent month,

At a meeting of the Board on the 13th
inst,, when ail the members were nres
ent, inclnding the Borough Counell re
prescutatives, the secretary  reported
what had taken place, and also that Mr,
Smith had said be had been informed
that it was the intention of the Board
to wol rid of him, lle Was assured on
this oceusion by the secretard that this
was not so

When the above was reported to the
Board they roiterated that they had no
intention cf dispensing with his services,
The matter was Inlly disenssed. and it
wiig proposed that the resignation be
aceepted.  Aw wmendment wis propnsed
and sceanded that Mr. Smith be given
leave of absence to the end of the vear
on full pav, hiz resignation then to come
into foree,  The amendment was Inst
and the motion in the abgve trrma ‘.'rn.:.
earried. A resalution was ol added
expressing regret ab Av. Smith's AEYpY-
anee from the work, and appreciation
of Tis services for ihe puat  {welve
VOUrs, )

Mr. Hughes said the Board had wo ile-
site o depreciate  Mr, Smith's Mork.
Personally, e was sorry that the resig
nation had come aboul, ak it would be
d doss fo the Board and mean a breglk
i the werk in (e Park

FORMER CHIATRMAN'S VIEW,

Me. 50 Perey Smith, whoe lus been
cutmecteld with the develapment of Puke
kurg Park o wany veans, and at one
time Lol ihe position  of  chgirman,
stated, waoen asked his views on the
resignation: T wonld be g logs to ihe
Pavk awd tu the town generally if M.
Smith lelt. Tu addition to his lvmtun](»ai
snowiedge, e is one of (he leading guth-
orities  om entomalogy,  Further, ihe
< Dasnever been i mare Leautiful
otder thin i the present tine.”

HisTORY
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TDN, NOVEMBER 4, 1920
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

Pukekura Park-Board met on Tuesday
night.  Present: Mr, V. Griffiths (in the
chairl, Mrs. C. H. Burgess, Messrs. A,
2. Brooker, W. T. Short, R. C. Hughes,
and P, F. Stainton (seeretary). Messrs.
W. A Collis and W, C, Weston were
absent through illness,”

CURATOR'S REPORT.

The monthly report presented by the
Curator (Mr. W. W, Smith) stated that
the lowering and trimming of the trees
obstrueting the view of the mountain
from parts of the lakeside were com-
pleted.  The work of clearing the lake-
sides and islands was also earried out.
The painting of the seats was done as
far as time permitted and repairs to
{he bridges were attended to. All the
large trees of the Japanese cherries re-
cently transplanted to the sides of the
upper lnke were well established and
had bloomed luxuriantly. The large
mamaku and ngatimaru tree ferns also
transplanted to the lakeside were all
growing strongly. :

GENERAL.
The Board received intimation to the

pffect that a permit had heen granted
for carrying out alterations to the kiosk,

Therein I am cvedited with receiving two
letiers from the aeting chairman. Whe
ever Mr. Collis enirusted with posting or
delivering the letters they were not re
ceived hy me, 1 suw them for the fivst
time in the Daily News on Wednesday
afternoon. It would be fuiile for me
to attempt Lo convinee the Board—on
at least, some of its members, that the
whole statement is maore or loss incor
rect  As a plain and humble man |
have invariably conveived trnth to be a
noble quality in onr lives, though it is
frequently flouted by petiy souled men.
No such words as “libellous™ and “slan
derous” were used by me to the seere
tary.  We had a plain conversation for
a few minules without any semblance
of drritation or contemplt on my part.
For imnate plausibility and appeal to
the Board for sympathy and approval
the statement has no precedent nov peer,
I have mever shivked dufy, amd will
stand to arms in defence of honar, jus
tice and truth for all men at all fimes.-
1 am, ete.,
W. W, BMITH.

[We have taken the liberty to excise
certain words from the above letter—
dA

TH, NOVEMBER 4, 1920
WHITE SWANS GO WALKABOUT

Twao white swans which were recently
brought from Christchureh 16 Pokelura
Park evidently have a taste for ad-
venture and new scenes. Un a recent
morning they forsock the waters of the
lakes, proceeded out of thie main gates
of the park, and, with all the grace ol
swans on land, set off on an exploying
expedition  along  Liardet  Street,
Though the hour was early they for-
tunately were seen and recognised by
a resident, and, with a little persi-
asion, accepted an invitation to inspeet
his premises.’ The swoans were no
donbt  somewhnt! offended on  finding
thewselves shub o the stable and sub-
sequently retorned to the pack, hut de-
videdd to let byzones bhe bygones on
recotving their regular morning repast
of hall o loaf of hrown breard. Swans
have a tendeney to make for the sea
when dissatisfied . and. in the case of
thesa two, expert opinion is that o dict
of bread, preferably brown, is necessary
in plrwe of o covtain weed on which
they fed their former home on the
Avon River, but which does not grow
in the park lakes,

TDN, NOVEMBER 5, 1920
CURATOR LETTER—RESIGNATION

FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE.

(To the Iditor,)

Sir,—I hope that you will permit me
to reply briefly to the extremely prolix
statement submitted by the seeretary
{Mr. . I, Stainton) to the Park Board
at the meeting held on Tuesday night
For verbose remarks respecting myself
the statement is probubly unequalled by
any report submitted to a publie body
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TH, DECEMBER 8, 1920
FISH HATCHERY PROPOSED

SITE IN PUKEKURA PARK.,
AN ATTRACTIVE PROPOSAL.

The Taranali Aeclimatization Soviety
intends o proceed with the establish-
ment of @ trout hatchery and ponds in
Puleloura Park, subject to satisfactory
gomenis heing  made, with the
Board.  Sonie time ago the so-
cieiy was given permission to ost:‘.bhlsh
pends.  One was completed and stoclk-
ed, but a few weeks ngo the fish were
refeased, apparently by some miscloev-
ous person.’ g iz now helieved that
the loss of the fish was due to an
aceident, eoupled with an excess of zeal
on the part of some person who thought
fie wanld assist the society by cleaning
cut the pond,  Apparently, when the
water and the fish rushed ount of the
pond. e hecame frightencd at the re-
sull of his interference. .

Me: G. G. Grover and Mr. T. 1.
CGuthrie waited on the Pukelkura Park
Board on Tuesday evening on behalf of
the vouncil of the society. My, Grover
said that the second pond was to be
compleled when coment wasymore easily
obtainahle,  The soclety now wished to
go Further than was first proposed and
rear irom the eggs that was to establish
a hatchery.  After investigating, they
had been unable to find any other site
within suitable distance where an
adequate supply of water could be ob-
tained, * However, they wonld not nse
a great deal of tlie water in the park
Inkes and the time when it would be
required would be from July to Sep-

tember, or  October, when there
was  plenty  of  water. 1 the
board  gave permission  for  the
hateliery io he established in  the

park, it was proposell to put up a
Lilding which would not detract from
the weneral heauty of the lilv pond and
1y surroundimes, the sugzested site be-
ing lenesth the hani at the head of
the pond. The building might he made
a replica of & Muori whare,  The mem-
bers of the Council of the Acclimatisa-



tion Hociety wern all lovers of the park
and were of opinion that a fish ]latcﬂcr',\'
wonld be an attraction to the public
and would have an cdueationn] value
for children, as the process of rearing
trout wounld Be shown from the hatching
of the ezgs to the time when the fish
wore liberated in the streams of the
distriet. #

The hoard rereived the suppestion
cardinlly and it was snereed that the
society should obtain further informa-
tion regarding the nature and size of
the hwiding required, preparatory to
meeting the board at Pukekura Park
on a date to be arranged.

TDN, DECEMBER 8, 1920
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING

The Pukekura Park Board met on
Tuesdny evening, There were present:
Mrs. C, H. Burgess, Messis. W. C,
Weston, H. Ford and P, E. Stainton
(hon. secretary).  Apologies were ve-
ceived for the ahsence of the acting-
chairman (Mce. W. A. Collis), and
Messrs. A. S. Brooker and R. C.
T:][Iughes. Mr. Weston was voted to the
clalr.

In connection with the status of the
Borough Council representatives on the
board, it was resolved that the board
weleome the borough representatives
to its meetings and wished them to
exercise tlie same voting powers as the
other members. :

Fourteen applications were received
for the position of overseer, They wers
eonsidered, but it was decided to make
further inquiries before deciding on an
appointment

Mrs. Burgess gave notice to move at
the next meeting that the constitution
of the hoard be considered with a view
to the control of the park being vested
in the borough, Mrs. Burgess stated
that the present position was very un-
satisfactory, the members being ap-
ointed and lhaving to be 1'espnnsiblle
or the earrying on of the park with fi-
nancial resources that were not assured,
It was.decided to call tenders for the
{urmlcge of running the tea kiosk and
he honts.

TDN, DECEMBER 15, 1920
ENTERTAINMENT

X.\IAS BANDSMEN'S  BENEFIT.

PUKERURA PARK,
THURSDAY NEXT, DECEMBER 18.

GRAND XMAS MUSIC RECITAL
by the :
NEW PLYMOUTH CITHENS' BAND.

Come and hear “Tla Village Black-
smith,” ‘with cfiects, Splendid musie,
introdueing for the first time OUR
TUBULAR BRLLS.
Make the Collection a Record,
H R. CATTLEY, °

Secretary.
BR....

TH, DECEMBER 16, 1920
W. A. COLLIS - OBITUARY

WILLIAM A. COLLIS.

The many friends and ascquaintances
of Mr. Wﬂiiam Andrew Collis and the
community of New ‘Plymouth and sur-
rounding districts, will regret to learn
of his death, which took place at his
tesidence, Vivian Street, on Wednes-
day evening. Mr. Collis was one of
the best known and most 111%11]3; res-
pected public men in New Plymouth,
and his death is o distinet loss to the
town. ¥or some little time past his
Liealth ‘has been somewhat indifferent,
but it wag only n comiparatively short
time ago that his condition became such
25 to causo lis relatives any serious anx-
iety. He had, however, spent himself
in the public interests and left himself
little reserve energy and strength with
which- to enjoy the retirement from
ubkic Life which he had contemplated.
n consequence of his failing health he
was unable, a week or two ago, to ac”
cept nomination for the Mayoral office,
rendered, vacant by the Iamentabls
denth of Mr. James Clarke—an honour
which the council and citizens felt Mr,
Collis was justly entitled to. When he
resigned- from the council steps were
immediately taken to recognise his pub-
lie services and an address of apprecia-
tion was propared and presented on
Tuesday afternoon last, regret Dheing
expressed that owing to the state of his
health a more public presentation eonld
not have been made. .

The Jate Mr. Collis was born 1n Fiji
in 1853 and was therefore 87 years of
age at the time of his death. He came
to New Zealand with his parents at
an early age and settled in Auckland,
rcceiving his education at Wesley Col-
lege. The family came to New Ply-
mouth in 1869, the late Mr, Collis tak-
iz up the profession of a photographer
with gh‘. Hartley Webster. He ath'»
wirds becamo manager for Messrs. Wil
liamson and Co., and' subsequently en-
tered into business for himself in [875.

Mr, Collis took 2 keen interest in
public affairs. He possessed the true
civic spirit, and understood the real
meaning of citigenship, accepting hig
full shard of civie responsibility. Ho
was a member and chairman of the New
Plymouth school committes in the days
Lefore there were several schoels in
tho town. He was first elected to'tho
Borough Council in 1889 and has served
almost countinuously up to a wesk or
two ago. His services in this capacity
were particularly valuable, as lie knew
the town as very few residents know it,
and he had stro confidence in its
future prospects and sought to promote
its best welfare. For many years he
has acted as Deputy-Mayor.

In no direction did Mr. Collis serve
the public more devoledly and valusbly
than in connection with the preserva-
tion of scenic and historie spots. With
the late Mr. C. W. Govett, Mr. W. H.
St'inner, and one or two other enthusi-
asts, he helped % found the pld Scenery
Preservation Society, one of the first, if
Zot actually the first society ot 1ts nat-
dare in New Zealand, and to.the very
snd of his ‘active life hLe jealously
guarded, as far as lay in his power, tne
public’s rights and interests in these
matters. As chairman of the reserves
committee of the Borough Council he

rwas invaluable and it will be difficult to
find anyone able and willing to devote
as much time and attpntion to the
duties as he did. He was a member
of the Egmont National Park Board,
and the Pukelura Park Board, being
acting-chairman of the latter during
tho ubsence of Mr. C. E. Bellringer.
He was to a great extent responsible
for the preservation of much of the
seenic beauty of North Taranaki and
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to him was largely due the vesting in
the Borough of the Rotokare and Rata-
pilipili reserves. He was a member of
the North Egmont Hostelry Committee
and the Tourist apd Expansion League,
being secrotary to the latter for the
past six years, and did a great deal
to assist in populariting the mountain
as o holiday resort. ) )

Being the son of a missionary 1t wasg
naiural that he should show a lkeen
interest in the religious life of the com-
munity. The lats My, Collis had been
identified with the Methodist Church
practically all his life, and was a pro-
minent member of the Whiteloy Church
and a regular attendant dat its serviees.
He held office in the church and was a
trustee of some of itg gropemes at the
time of his death. He was also one
of the oldest members of the Court
Waireka, A.Q.F., and at a meeting of
the officers and members of the court
on Wednesday ovening was elected a
Past Chief Ranger in recognition of his
services to the Court. He had held the
office of trustee for twenty years.

My, Collis was married m 1877 to a
daughter of the late Mr, W, R. King, of
New Plymouth, and had four daughters
and two sons. He is survived by his
widow, and daughters and one son. The
daughters are Mrs. J. W. Ryan {Auck-
loxd), Mrs. J. Ggs.ylél\‘n.pier)_ Mrs, A,
C. Lawrey and Miss K. Collis (New Ply.
mouth), and the son Mr. S. W, Coliis
(Auckland). Rifleman Douglas Collis
was killed on the Somme in 1916,
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Plant Index

Adiantum formosum, 7, 15
Akebia japonica, 7, 15
Alstroemeria, 7, 15
Amaryllis, 7, 16

Asplenium cuneifolium, Asphinium culliformu[sic], 7, 15

Australian gum, 127
Azalea mollis, 69
azaleas 69, 135

B
Bignonia glandra, 7, 15

C

cabbage-tree palm, 105

cactus dahlias, 7, 16

cineraria hybrids, 7

Cineraria maritima, 7, 15

Clematis afoleata, 7, 15

cliff date palm, 105

climbing roses, 105

Convallaria maplis (Convallaria majalis), 7, 15

D

daffodil, 47

dahlia 19, 133

delphiniums, 59

Douglas fir, 69

Dracophyllum longifolium, 7, 15

E
Exochorda sp, Exiconda sp[sic], 7, 15
eucalyptus ficifolia, 11

F
ferns, 39, 47, 48, 59, 69, 115, 125
flax, 47, 77

Funkia subcordata, Frinkia subcordata(sic]7, 15
Furcraea foetida, 77

G

Genista andreana, 7, 15
gladioli, 7

golden wattle, 16

H

Helianthus ‘Florepleno’, 7, 15
Heuchera ‘Alba’, 7, 15
Howea forsteriana, 105
hydrangeas 125, 133

J

Japanese cherries
Amanogawa, 7, 15
Beni-fugen, 7, 15
Bijokau, 7, 15
Flore Pleno Alba, 7, 15
Hizakawa, 7, 15
Hosokawa beni, 7, 15
Kofugen, 7, 15
Oku-mizako, 7, 15
Prunus pseudocerasus, 7, 15
Takysau, 7, 15
Thurs-fugen, 7, 15
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Ukon, 7, 15
Yoshina, 7, 15

K

kawakawa - variegated , 82
kentia palm, 105

Kerria japonica, 7, 15
kowhai, 66

L

lilies, 7, 59, 77

Lilium grandiflorum, 7, 15
livistona australis, 105
Lomaria lucida, 7, 15

M
macrocarpa, 77
monoaos, 19, 24

N

narcissi, 7, 19, 24, 47, 133
nemesia, 77

New Zealand beech trees, 77
nikau palms, 59

o

oak, 135

olearias, 7, 16

orchids, 89

Oregon pine (Douglas fir), 69
Oxalis alba, 7, 15

P

palm trees, 89, 105
para tawhiti, 47
Phoenix rupicola, 105
Pinus halepensis, 57
pohutukawa, 71
polyanthus, 47
pomegranate, 7, 16
puriri, 71

purple lilac, 59

Q
Quintonia (Quintinia), 125

R

Rhododendron ponticum, 7, 15

roses, 19, 39, 45, 47,59, 77, 107, 117, 125
royal fern, 69, 125

S
Senecio laxifolius, Sericio laxifolino[sic] 7,15
sycamore, 133

T
tanekaha, 19, 24
todeas, 125

\%
veronicas, 47

W

weeping ash, 47
wisteria, 7, 8, 125
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