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INTRODUCTION 

  

 This compilation of records related to Pukekura Park and taken mainly from reports in the Taranaki 

Herald and Daily News, was meticulously researched and compiled by Alan Metcalfe, who also 

wrote a summary  of each year’s main activities.   

 It is called ‘The Smith Years’ because the period of history covered coincided with William Walter 

Smith’s tenure  as Curator.  

 WW Smith  was a field naturalist of repute, studying a range of aspects of natural history from 

insects to moa, and as a botanist also had a keen interest in the native flora. He had served as Curator 

of Parks in Ashburton and Palmerston North. His appointment coincided with the naming of the park 

Pukekura, after the stream now dammed and forming the Main Lake, which passed through the 

valley, and the opening of the  Recreational Sports Ground.  

His contribution to the development of Pukekura Park was profound. Even though his monthly 

reports highlighted the drudgery of the job, cutting the grass with scythes, grubbing gorse, or pulling 

weeds, they  included a string of major developments which have shaped  the park we now know. 

Pine trees planted earlier were gradually removed and replaced with native trees. Ferns  and other 

plants were also established on the surrounding hillsides, giving the natural appearance so 

appreciated today. As well, among developments were the construction of the dell by the present 

teahouse and the re-establishment of trout rearing ponds next to the Lily Pond, now the Hatchery 

Lawn. In a small shed he was the first to breed kiwi in captivity. He managed the weather station 

which was installed in his garden on Victoria Road.   Time was also given to several plant-collecting 

expeditions and the study of insects, particularly ants. 

The Park Board struggled through the period to meet the running costs and  despite a small grant 

from the Council, relied on subscriptions and donations, many of which were collected on a single 

day, when the  whole town was canvassed. Each year, too, generous donations of plants and seeds 

helped enable the park  to be recognised as one of the most beautiful in the country. 

 The Recreation Sports Ground, at times needing much  maintenance work, became the centre of 

New Plymouth’s activities. As well as athletic sports, both international rugby and cricket games 

were hosted. In rugby in 1908 Taranaki beat the visiting British team 5 - nil;  in cricket in 1910, 

Taranaki drew with Australia.  Fund raising ventures on the sports ground included fetes, fireworks 

displays, hot-air balloon ascents and outdoor movies. Civic parades and events included visits by the 

Governor-General, the Prince of Wales, and a victory parade marking the end of WW1. 

 The details of all activities associated with  Pukekura Park are well outlined in this volume, along 
with the outstanding contribution of many  citizens who  contributed to the Park’s development. This, 

WW Smith, a  student of nature,  a knowledgeable, self-effacing  man of wisdom, helped shape.   

 

Lynn Bublitz 
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PREFACE 
 

A couple of years ago I became involved in the Pukekura Park when I volunteered to be a buggy 

driver doing tours for the Friends of the Park. There was some historical information available for the 

drivers but whether the driver decided to use it was up to them.  

Once I had decided I was going to use historical information on my tours I found that I wanted to 

know more than was provided. This started me on my research journey.  

This is the second book that I have compiled. The first is entitled New Plymouth Recreation Ground. 

- ISBN 978-0-473-58215-9, available for download at Puke Ariki Library’s BorrowBox - eBook 

collection. It covers Pukekura Park from 1875 to 1908, when it was known as New Plymouth 

Recreation Ground.  

This second publication covers the history of Pukekura Park from 1908 until 1920. There were two 

reasons for choosing this period. (1) William Walter Smith was the curator. (2) Papers Past, from 

which the content is derived,  only includes information from local newspapers until end of 1920. 

Each year there is an overview of events for the year, a summary of significant events, a selection of 

newspaper articles and some photos where I feel they add to the story. The articles included only 

represent a small selection of published articles since there are far too many to include them all. The 

main contributors being the Taranaki Herald (TH) and the Taranaki Daily News (TDN). Most of the 

available published Pukekura Park Board’s minutes of meetings are included. There are adverts for 

some of the fundraising events and reports of them also. These reports give an insight into the sort of 

things people did for amusement in the early 20th century. 

Throughout this document there are photos copied from the Auckland Weekly News (AWN). These are 

not necessarily important for the events they cover, but they show what the Park looked like on a 

particular day. This can help when trying to date other photos. 

 

Alan Metcalfe 
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Units of Measurement 
 

Weight 

lb oz (pounds and ounces) 16oz = 1 lb  1 lb =  0.454 kg 

 

Length 

ft - in (feet and inches) 12in = 1ft    1 ft =   304.8mm 

3 ft - 6in  =  3ʹ - 6ʺ 

yd (yard)  1 yard = 3 ft 

chain         1 chain = 66 ft (length of a cricket wicket) 

On section plans the length and breadth would be shown in links. A link being 1/100 of a chain or 

7.92 inches (201mm) 

 

Volume 

Yards = cubic yards     1 cubic yard = 0.765 m³ 

 

Area (land) 

A R P (acres, roods and perches)   1 acre = 4046.86 m² 

1 acre = 4 roods       1 rood = 40 perches  

 

Money 

 £ s d (pounds shillings and pence)   1 pound = 20 shillings 

        1 shilling = 12 pence 
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William Walter Smith 

1852—1942 

Taranaki Herald   December 17, 1932   Christmas Supplement 

A Student of Nature 

 Mr. W. W. Smith, New Plymouth. World-Wide Recogni�on.  

Valuable work for Dominion. Life-Long Labour of Love. 

W.W. Smith in Pukekura park. (Taranaki Herald, December 17, 1932.) 

Many a time before to-day a 

wanderer from the beaten track in 

North Taranaki has been surprised 

to meet, perhaps in the cool of a 

patch of bush, perhaps on a wind-

swept beach, an old man, grey of 

hair and beard. This could be none 

other than Mr. W. W. Smith, of 

New Plymouth, a naturalist known 

the world over and a true Nature 

lover if ever there was one.  

  It is this love of animals, birds 

and trees, that leads him at the 

great age of 81, to continue the 

tripe that make him happiest and 

to add ceaselessly to his vast store 

or knowledge from the treasure-

chest of that greatest of all 

teachers, Mother Nature.  

  There are those who say that the 

town in which he has lived for the 

past 24 years hardly realises his 

worth. That is not surprising, for 

W. W. Smith would be the last one 

to court publicity. But whenever 

some plant or insect rarity requires 

identification the cry is "Ask W. W. 

Smith," and a reporter intrudes 

upon his work to secure the answer 

he is so sure of receiving.  Those 

privileged to know this remarkable 

man have for him a great respect. 

His is a nature that could never do 

harm to man or beast. Children love 

him just as much as he loves to 

initiate those interested into the 

ways of those forms of life on this 

earth that are not human. No child, 

it is certain, ever thirsted in vain 

for the knowledge he could impart.  

Correspondence with Other 

Countries.  

  This man has done much for 

posterity in adding to our store of 

knowledge. An extensive and broad 

reader, a painstaking student of 

New Zealand botany and zoology, he 

has for many years been a regular 

contributor to New Zealand and 

English scientific journals. On good 

authority he has been described as 

the man who knows most about the 

extinct moas, while his writings 

have also dealt with such subjects 
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 as native ants, earthworms, birds, 

insects, and plants. Nor is this all.  

For many years, and still today, he 

has had extensive correspondence 

with English, American, French and 

Italian naturalists inquiring for 

specimens or information.  To them 

he has been able to send many new 

species of plant or insect life. Even 

to-day this correspondence is 

voluminous, and the veteran 

naturalist, who had received 14 

letters on the day on which our 

representative called, finds that the 

demands made in this way are 

almost beyond him.  

  Right front his boyhood in Hawick 

Roxburghshire (Scotland),  Mr. 

Smith found an absorbing interest 

in the plant and animal worlds. On 

leaving high school he become 

apprenticed to the Forestry 

Department, after which he worked 

in big private gardens in England 

for some three years. He then spent 

about eight months in France, 

where he learned the language and 

later, attracted largely by the 

novelty of its plant life, came to a 

decision to take his passage to New 

Zealand.  

Years in the South Island.  

  His first position in New Zealand 

was on the estate of the late Hon. 

J. B. Acland, on the Rangitata 

River, in Canterbury. Five years 

with this great planter of trees were 

very happy ones, and the years that 

have passed have served to enhance 

rather than dim the esteem which, 

he has for his late employer.  "He 

lives in my thoughts as much as 

any other man," he said. It was 

while on this estate that he devoted 

much time to the study of moa 

remains, many of which were to be 

found in the Albury district. 

Investigations were also made by 

him into the life history and habits 

of the kea.  

  His next move was to Windsor 

Park, Oamaru, after which he 

became curator of the botanical 

gardens at Ashburton, a position he 

held for 10 years. During this time 

anxiety at the wholesale destruction 

of native bush led him to advocate 

vigorously the preservation of the 

country's scenic wealth.  Partly as a 

result of these writings he was 

approached by the late R. J. 

Seddon, at whose request he 

became secretary of the newly set 

up Scenery Preservation Committee, 

which travelled for three years in 

both islands. Its business was to 

select for preservation areas 

including all classes of scenery, also 

ancient Maori pas, and to procure 

about the latter all possible data 

respecting their history.  As the 

result of the commission's 

recommendations to the 

Government many scenic and 

historic places in Taranaki were 

proclaimed as reserves.  

  Thus it comes about that the parts 

of New Zealand he knows best are 

the ones many people never see in a 

lifetime.  Well might he call himself 

the last of the old school of field 

naturalists.  He was associated with 

the late T. H. Potts, of Governors' 

Bay, Canterbury, for 15 years. With 

him, Sir Walter Buller, Guthrie- 

Smith and Dr. Petrie, he has 

penetrated Into the remotest 

districts of both islands on 

ornithological and botanical 

excursions.  

Now, in the evening of his life, 

what he misses most is the 

congenial companionship of those 

kindred spirits who have gone 

before him. Some of these 

expeditions, for instance, took him 

up to the upper reaches of many 

Canterbury rivers in the bird-

nesting season, but no more than 

one egg was ever taken from a nest.  

He believes that he is the last man 

to report seeing a huia alive. He 

came across it in the bush at the 

back of the Tararua Range in 1907.  

In New Plymouth for 24 Years.  

  It was in 1908 that Mr. Smith 

came to New Plymouth as curator 

of Pukekura Park, a position he 

held for 12 years. In his little 

cottage overlooking the park he 

lived what might to others have 

seemed very lonely existence, but 

that loneliness was banished by his 

interest in his pets and studies, 

while a warm welcome always 

awaited his friends.  As a small boy 

the writer used to visit him, and 

can well remember how the 

mantelpiece in the living-room was 

loaded with a great variety of rare 

insects, butterflies, and other 

specimens.  

  For 12 years Mr. Smith cared for 

the beauties of the park, and since 

then he has been living quietly in 

retirement in New Plymouth, 

pursuing the studies without which 

his life would seem empty. Still he 

undertakes his little expeditions 

into the country. Many a night has 

he spent in farmhouses, and he 

gratefully states that in the course 

of 25 years of wandering over North 

Taranaki he has never been 

hindered or prevented by a farmer 

from going where his will took him.  

W. W. Smith is also one of the 

original members of the Polynesian 

Society, founded by the late Mr. S. 

Percy Smith, with whom were 

connected in its early life Messrs. J. 

Parker, W. Newman, R. H. Rockel, 

M. Fraser, W. H. Skinner, P. J. H. 

White, and Captain Wm. Waller. 

For 10 years he was secretary of 

this society, whose work is well 

known. 

  Fairly recently Mr. Smith worked 

out the history of the ants of Mt. 

Egmont, 17 known species, some 

being remarkable forms. Later he 

intends to publish a work on the 

history of native ants. He considers 

that Mt. Egmont is the most 

magnificent region in New Zealand 

for the study of Nature.  

 

REARING YOUNG KIWIS.  

SUCCESS IN NEW PLYMOUTH.  

  It was in New Plymouth that W. 

W. Smith made his exhaustive 

study of the kiwi, continuing a work 

that he had previously started. In 

July 1908, the late Mr. Newton 

King gave him a large female kiwi 

which had been captured by some 

Maoris. Mr. Smith set to and built 

a house, but when he introduced a 

mate the lady proved to have ideas 

of her own on the matter. So 

fiercely did she attack her unwilling 

suitor that she nearly killed him. A 

second male was subjected to the 

same drastic treatment before the 

termagant finally admitted him to 

her good graces. Experiments in the 

years following proved it to be the 

rule with Madame Kiwi that when 

a strange male was introduced to 

her he had to take his "degrees" in 

the order explained before being 

accepted by her. When reconciled 

and mated, however, no birds pass 

a more peaceful life than do kiwis.  
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Painstaking Study  

After the pair had been mated for 

three months the female laid two 

eggs, with an interval of 10 days.  

Then the male took possession of 

the nest and commenced to incubate 

the eggs. As Darwin used to stand 

in the woods and let the baby 

squirrels gallop up and down his 

back, so in the evenings Mr. Smith 

would sit or be motionless in the 

gloom of the place where the kiwis 

were, observing their habits and 

enjoying their sniffing at him and 

prodding him with their beaks.  

  For four whole weeks the luckless 

male sat on the eggs before the 

chicks appeared, the mother taking 

no interest in the task at all. When 

his long wait was over he had been 

reduced to a bag of bones, and it 

was just as well for him that the 

female then took the babies in 

hand, for it took the father all his 

time to feed himself back to 

prosperity.  

"Of all the beautiful things in 

Nature nothing appeals to me like a 

young kiwi," Mr. Smith confesses. 

They are little fluffy birds, pure 

white, and with preposterously long 

pink beaks. Mr. Smith found that 

the two babies being reared in 

captivity could run about and feed 

as soon as they were hatched.  

  When they were half grown one 

fell a victim to an English 

murderer, the cordially hated 

weasel. This particular one expiated 

his crime a day or two later, and 

the other young kiwi in five months 

grew to maturity. Mr. Smith had 

thus achieved the feat of raising the 

first kiwi in captivity. 

Kiwis Fierce Fighters.  

For its size the kiwi is 

tremendously strong bird, and with 

a blow from its powerful leg could 

rip open the flesh of a big dog. On 

several occasions Mr. Smith placed 

a full-grown Game cock in the yard 

in the evening. The female kiwi lost 

no time in assailing him and, before 

the melee was stopped, had kicked 

half the feathers off his back and 

breast, wounding him severely. 

When they were fighting, the 

ferocity and rage of the kiwis 

seemed unsurpassible. They rushed 

furiously at one another, striking 

rapidly with the right foot, and the 

impact generally caused both to roll 

over. Of the 15 kiwis which Mr. 

Smith had in captivity at different 

times, all remained irreconcilable to 

their confinement and unrelenting 

in their efforts to escape. No birds 

ever worked more persistently or 

determinedly to gain their freedom. 

  And now, to-day, it would hardly 

be an exaggeration to say that W. 

W. Smith knows the whereabouts of 

every family of kiwis within a large 

area in North Taranaki. In his 

keeping their secret is perfectly 

safe. Wild horses would not drag 

from him the information as to their 

haunts unless he were absolutely 

certain of the inquirer.  

HISTORY OF THE MOA.  

TIME OF EXTINCTION.  

Passing from the kiwi to its much 

more imposing relative, the moa, we 

find that W. W. Smith is one of the 

greatest authorities on that extinct 

giant among birds. In 1890 the late 

Sir Walter Buller sent him to 

explore the Albury district 

(Canterbury) for moa bones. At that 

time ploughmen on the estate every 

day turned up large quantities of 

the bones, and he was able to make 

a large and valuable collection. 

There were among these bones six 

or seven species, including bones 

from the elephant-footed moa, a 

species of massive structure.  

  Probably the most interesting 

phase of moa history, and that 

which has caused much speculation, 

is the question of when it became 

extinct. This problem has interested 

Mr. Smith for half a century. Seven 

years ago he published a series of 

articles on this aspect of moa 

research, and he states that all 

unbiassed students of moa history 

who have studied moa remains and 

their condition in the haunts of the 

bird know that no other decision 

could be accepted than that, in both 

islands, the bird was alive, in 

limited numbers, down to a 

comparatively recent period. 

  The large collection of bones which 

Mr. Smith secured in Canterbury 

were of various ages and stages of 

decay. Most of them lay on the 

surface, while others were half 

embedded in the soil. Observing the 

fresh condition of the bones, he 

realised that Mr. H. Hill's theory 

and that of Sir Julius von Haast 

were incompatible with reason and 

fact. Mr. Hill, writing on the 

extinction of the moa in the North 

Island, stated "the history of the 

moa is the history of a race of birds 

that disappeared long anterior to 

the coming of the Maoris to New 

Zealand," while Sir Julius also 

contended that the ancestors of the 

Maoris knew not the moa.  

Lived Early Last Century.  

According to the highest authorities, 

the Maoris have occupied New 

Zealand for some thousands of 

years. There can be no doubt, 

according to Mr. Smith, of moas 

having lived in the early years of 

last century. The late Mr. Taylor 

White, of Wimbledon, Hawke's Bay, 

discovered the skeleton of moa lying 

on the surface in the bush. It was 

not in the least buried and, to the 

finder, the bones had not been there 

more than 15 years or so.  

  "Years of patient research and 

observation in the last haunts of the 

moas in South Canterbury 

profoundly impressed me long ago 

with the contemporarity of the 

Maori and the moa in all the 

districts explored," said Mr. Smith.  

“The vast quantities of well-

preserved bones and small heaps of 

gizzard stones lying on the tussock 

lands, and those being unearthed by 

the ploughs, likewise impressed me 

with the recent occupation of the 

district by both moa and Maori. I 

have little doubt that for many 

years before the Ngai-Tahu invasion 

of the South Island the peaceful 

Ngati-Mamoe, living in their 

primeval painted caves and rock 

shelters in the warm, secluded 

inland valleys, would draw on the 

moas for food, if they did not 

actually farm the birds. All evidence 

obtained by digging and examining 

the floor and inelegantly painted 

walls of their primitive homes, 

camps and cooking places prove 

unmistakably that the Ngati-

Mamoe tribe occupied the whole 

area of Canterbury for an 

exceedingly long period. The 

occurrence of identical chips, flake-

knives, rude and polished adzes on 

the upland moa-hunter 

encampments, as those found in the 

Albury and Opihi caves and rock 

shelters, determine the periodical 

visits by Ngati-Mamoe to the 

remote nesting haunts of the moa.  
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Comparison with Ostrich Bone.  

Mr. Smith states 'that no evidence 

is offered by advocates of pre-Maori 

extinction to explain the presence 

and fresh condition of the skeletons 

and numerous detached bones of 

birds of all ages and species lying 

exposed on the surface on 

innumerable sites when English 

settlement began.  

  Ferdinand von Hochstetter, the 

geologist of the Novara exploring 

expedition who collected moa bones 

in both islands, stated in "New 

Zealand" that "most moa bones still 

contain 10 to 30 per cent of organic 

(gelatinous) substance, and are not 

even in the state called semi-fossil. 

Fresh ostrich bones usually containe 

one-third organic and two-thirds 

inorganic substance." When writing 

some years ago on the age of moa 

bones, Mr. Smith said "assuming 

that the dead body of an ostrich or 

emu could be procured and placed 

in a similar situation where the 

skeletons were found and left to 

decay and disappear, it would prove 

precisely the time required for 

such." A year or so ago the femur of 

a full-grown ostrich was brought, to 

the New Plymouth Museum. The 

bird had died 18 years previously on 

Mr. John Wheeler's farm, near 

Inglewood, and was left lying on the 

bank of a stream. The bone was 

honeycombed and in an advanced 

state of decay and would, from its 

condition have become assimilated 

in the soil in 18 more years. 

Naturally all bones would decalcify 

and decay more rapidly in the drier 

climates of Canterbury and Hawke's 

Bay than in the humid climate of 

Taranaki.  

  "Canterbury has yielded the 

largest number of species and the 

largest quantity of well-preserved 

bones of the moas," concluded Mr. 

Smith. The great concentration of 

species of those extinct birds, and 

the fresh condition of their bones 

lying on the surface when 

settlement began, has long 

convinced me that the Albury and 

Opihi districts in South Canterbury 

were the last haunts of living moas, 

with four exceptions, 125 years 

ago."  

ENGLISH WRITER'S TRIBUTE,  

"TRULY WONDERFUL MAN."  

Sixteen years ago, during the war, a 

well-known English writer who 

visited New Plymouth, contributed 

the following in a newspaper article 

afterwards:-  

  "I discovered him working away in 

Pukekura Park, of which he is 

curator. The morning sun was 

shining down on all sorts and 

conditions of men in New Zealand, 

but I am confident that the 

Dominion does not contain a more 

observant or reverent student of 

nature than W. W. Smith. As 

modest as the great Sir Isaac 

Newton; as gentle and thorough as 

Gilbert White of Selborne; as 

truthful and painstakingly accurate 

as Richard Jeffries; as wide in the 

scope of his interests as Professor 

Owen, and valued by New Zealand 

so little that he, with all his 

erudition, with all his painstaking 

first-hand work, with all his 

accumulated stores of personally 

ascertained fact, is actually 

employed in doing work which an 

illiterate muscular labourer could 

probably do as well. Not only so, 

but his careful scientific research 

and experiments are allowed to 

lapse or be but struggingly 

maintained because, forsooth, the 

small means necessary to  

continue them are not forthcoming. 

  "Yet how New Zealand can shout 

over what she means to do in the 

future in the cause of science that 

she may be advanced to a place 

among nations! Here, in New 

Plymouth, is a truly wonderful 

man—one to whom many secrets of 

Nature are revealed; a man, 

moreover, with whom to spend an 

hour is to receive such an insight 

into the heart of Nature's workings 

that one realises that, having eyes, 

there has hitherto been no sight; 

that having ears thre has yet been 

no hearing until this hour came.  

"The World Was Not Worthy."  

"In a poor, mean little cottage in 

the park this reverent scientist and 

naturalist works. He has none to 

help him, for the day labourer and 

the lad who constitutes his ‘staff’ 

have enough to do and are fittingly 

employed working in the grounds. It 

is a folly over which the angels 

might well weep that sees wasted 

on this work one who should be 

honoured, esteemed. and placed in a 

position where he would at least be 

free to observe, reflect, and put 

before the humble-minded, who are 

worthy to sit at the feet of Wisdom, 

his impressions. 'Of whom the world 

was not worthy' is the epitome I, at 

least, select for this man's life 

character and achievements.  

  "Bear with me, oh dear, short-

sighted New Zealand, if I point out 

that in any other country under the 

sun Mr. W. W. Smith would long 

ago have been recognised as a man 

of mind, a man of power, a 

wonderful observer, a scholar, and a 

Gentleman, a leader in scientific 

discovery and of advanced thought. 

This man should be treasured as 

one of New Zealand's greatest 

assets, and truly his fame has gone 

out to the end of the earth. In the 

world's great capitals the name and 

labours of W. W. Smith are wen 

known. Letters come to him from 

eminent scientists and naturalists 

in all lands asking his opinions on 

hundred and one moot points. He 

replies, but his careful and scholarly 

answers must needs be written 

while others sleep, for our great 

man is paid the wage of a labourer, 

and works with spade and for his 

daily bread.  

"Among the seven abominations 

that Solomon, the wise Eastern 

sage, saw under the sun was of 

"beggar. on horse-back and princes 

walking." There are to-day many 

impoverished minds whose owners 

drive about in motor-cars and spend 

money freely, while a prince among 

men, such as W. W. Smith is hard 

put to it to buy materials to enable 

him to carry on his invaluable work 

for the benefit of mankind. 

The Most Interesting Man.  

"The true history of the progress of 

a nation has ever been the history 

of her great men, her individualists, 

and it is via such men as this that 

a nation arrives. When I return to 

the Homeland and am asked to 

name one of the men who has most 

interested me in this country during 

my stay of some 18 months, my 

answer will at once be 'Mr. W. W. 

Smith, of New Plymouth,' and if I 

were an autocrat for but an hour, 

possessed of autocratic power and 

wealth, I would immediately 

evercise my autocracy to levy the 

sum of £10,000 which I would place 

in the hands of Mr. W. W. Smith 
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that he might use it as his wisdom 

and judgment should dictate for 

purposes of research and otherwise, 

but absolutely as he thought best.  

It is no secret that Mr. W. W. 

Smith has in his possession 

manuscripts which he has written, 

diaries through long years of 

trained and scientific observation 

which would be given to the world 

were the funds for publication 

available. With £10,000 at his 

disposal and a free hand, Mr. Smith 

would be able to give his undivided 

attention to observation and 

experiment and to secure for the 

Dominion and the civilised world 

incalculable wealth of the highest 

kind. Nor would the money be other 

than a wise investment. There 

would be nothing of a speculative 

nature about it; the yield would be 

sure and certain. It is to our men of 

science that we are indebted for the 

millions secured by commerce which 

they have made possible, and 

industrial New Zealand would find 

that in Mr. Smith’s soundly-based 

theories there is unlimited gold.” 

Doubtless Mr. Smith himself would 

contend that this is a gross 

exaggeration. Those who know him 

best, however, could not agree with 

him on that point. 

Following are some selected articles about Smith’s experiences with Kiwi 

EVENING POST  

NOVEMER 13, 1923  
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WAIKATO TIMES,  

JANUARY 1, 1924 

KIWI AS A WATER WARRIOR 

WAIKATO INDEPENDENT  

NOVEMBER 8, 1927 

KIWI IN A SHED 
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1908 
At the start of this period of the Park’s history, the Board consisted of:  Chairman, F. P. Corkill; 

Messrs R. C. Hughes, S. Percy Smith, C. W. Govett, W. L. Newman, H. Ford and R. Cock and three 

representatives from the council. Hughes and Ford had been on the Board of the Recreation Ground 

since its inception in 1875. 

1908 was an important year for the Park. The name Pukekura Park had been adopted just prior to the 

new year with little fanfare. The name was promoted by Percy Smith suggesting that Pukekura was 

the Maori name for the valley in which the Park was formed.  

New Years Day saw the official opening of the newly revamped Sports Ground. The ground had 

undergone major improvements since November 1906. The playing area had been lengthened and 

widened by more than twenty yards in each direction. The ground level had also been raised by 

approximately four feet and an improved drainage system installed. The original terraces were cut 

back and bigger terraces cut into the hills, increasing the seating capacity dramatically. The Sports 

Ground Committee was rewarded for their effort by hosting the New Zealand athletics 

championships in late February. 

William Walter Smith was appointed curator and held the position until 1920. His influence on the 

Park was noticeable and still is to this day. He was instrumental in replacing a lot of the original pine 

trees in favour of natives. He had many interests, being a keen amateur ornithologist, entomologist, 

meteorologist and as became apparent in 1920, astronomer. He is famous for being the first person to 

breed kiwi in captivity, which he did in the early 1910s. Later in the decade he also successfully bred 

weka. At the time, his kiwi breeding was not well recognised. Where he bred the kiwi is debateable. 

It is the writer’s belief that Smith made a purpose-built building near the curator’s house on Victoria 

Road where he was living. 

Percy Smith made his mark on the Park this year. The Serpentine which he designed was completed 

and the beautiful wisteria next to the Tea House was his handy work. He designed and built the 

original mamaku pergola (bower) for wisteria and other creeping flowers. 

A start was made to the construction of a swimming pool for the Central School students. It was 

located between the present Tea House and the Fred Parker Lawn. Unfortunately, it was never used 

as the spring which was to feed the pool dried up.  

 

Donations:   

Mr J. W. Wilson, Rob Roy canoe; Mr Wittle, horse mower and horse roller; Mr Crozier, Frankley 

Road, kiwi. 

Plant donations included: 

From an anonymous donor in New Plymouth, Japanese cherries as follows: 3 Flore Pleno Alba, 6 

Ukon, 6 Hizakawa, 6 Thirs-Fugen, 6 Amanogawa, 6 Hoso-kawa-beni, 6 Yoshina, 6 Oku-mizako, 9 

Kofugen, 6 Bijokau, 6 Beni-Fugen, 9 Takysau, 2 Rhododendron ponticum alba and 2 Genista 

andreana; Mr W. Park, FRHS, Palmerston North, 2 Adiantum formosum, 2 Asplenium cuneifolium, 2 

Lomaria lucida, 2 Clematis afoleata, 1 Exochorda sp, 1 Helianthus florepleno, 1 Oxalis alba, 2 

Funkia subcordata, 1 Heuchera alba, 1 Cineraria maritima, 12 Cineraria hybrids, 1 Bignonia 

glandra, 1 Dracophyllum longifolium, 1 Senecio laxifolius, 1 Convallaria maplis (majalis) and 1 

Akebia japonica; Mrs Humphries, 5 bags of mixed bulbs including narcissus, Lilium grandiflorum, 

gladioli, 2 Alstroemeria and 2 Kerria japonica;  Mr Fraser (New Plymouth) and Mr Harold 

Hursthouse (Greymouth), rare Olearias plants; Dr Walker and Mr Bereton: pomegranate plants; Mr 

Codd of Ngatoro, Inglewood, a collection of cactus dahlias, lilies and amaryllis;  Mr R Davies, from 

the Coromandel ranges near Paeroa, collection of native plants; anonymous donor, 75 Prunus pseudo 

cerasus. 
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Summary of significant events 

• Opening of Sports Grounds, January 1, 1908 

• Robert Mace resigns and William Walter Smith is employed as curator 

• Powerful Electric Arc Lamps installed at the Sports Ground 

• The Sports Ground hosted the New Zealand Championship Athletics Meeting 

• Serpentine Constructed 

• W. W. Smith starts developing the Gilbert Street Entrance area 

• Sports Ground Committee purchased new roller 

• New bridges constructed at waterfall near Glibert Street entrance (now the waterwheel) 

• W. W. Smith starts developing a fernery on Manhattan Island 

• Wisteria pergola (bower) next to Tea House constructed by Percy Smith 

• Work starts on Central School swimming pool behind the Tea House 

• Borough Council increase subsidy so the Board can increase W. W. Smith’s wages 

• Taranaki ruby team beat a touring British side. 

 

(Auckland Weekly News, January 16, 1908.) 
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TH, JANUARY 2, 1908 
OPENING OF SPORTS GROUND 

TH, JANUARY 3, 1908 
LETTER OF THANKS TO SPORTS 

COMMITTEE FROM BOARD 

TH, JANUARY 3, 1908 
25 LB EEL FOUND IN LAKE 

TH, JANUARY 7, 1908 
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TH, JANUARY 11, 1908 
FILLIS ST BOUNDARY FENCE 

TH, JANUARY 14, 1908 
PARK UPDATE 

TH, JANUARY 18, 1908 
PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, JANUARY 27, 1908 
PARK UPDATE 

TH, JANUARY 29, 1908 
PRAISE FOR SPORTS GROUND 
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TH, JANUARY 30, 1908 
IMPROVEMENTS FOR SPORTS 

MEETING 

TH, FEBRUARY 4, 1908 
SPORTS GROUND LIGHTING 

TH, FEBRUARY 5, 1908 
OFFER TO FUND ROLLER 

TH, FEBRUARY 17, 1908 
PARK IMPROVEMENTS UPDATE 

TH, FEBRUARY 6, 1908 
SPORTS GROUND SEATS REQUIRED 

TH, FEBRUARY 18, 1908 
SPORTS GROUND SEAT DONATION 

TH, FEBRUARY 24, 1908 
PARK UPDATE—MACE RESIGNS 

TH, FEBRUARY 25, 1908 
ROLLER FOR SPORTS GROUND 

TH, FEBRUARY 28, 1908 
NZ ATHLETICS CHAMPS 
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TH, March 10, 1908 
W W SMITH APPOINTED CURATOR 

TH, March 13, 1908 
W W SMITH ACCEPTS POSITION 

TH, March 17, 1908 
PALMERSTON NORTH RESIDENTS  

WANT SMITH TO RETURN 

  

TH, March 19, 1908 
WORK STARTED ON SCHOOL POOL 

TH, March 21, 1908 
W W SMITH STARTS WORK 

TH, APRIL 4, 1908 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, APRIL 8, 1908 
BOARD TO SEEK BIGGER SUBSIDY 

TH, APRIL 13, 1908 
SPORTS GROUND FUNDRAISING 

TH, APRIL 14, 1908 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 
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TH, APRIL 14, 1908 
INTERVIEW WITH W W SMITH 

TH, APRIL 22, 1908 
ANNUAL REPORT 
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TDN, APRIL 29, 1908 
STEPS ERECTED TO TERRACES 

TH, MAY 12, 1908 
COUNCIL PROPOSING SUBSIDY 

INCREASE 

TH, MAY 13, 1908 
ADVERT FOR CURATOR ASSISTANT  

TDN, MAY 26, 1908 
DUCK SHOT IN PARK 

TH, MAY 27, 1908 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, MAY 30, 1908 
CENTRAL SCHOOL POOL  

TH, MAY 30, 1908 
SWAN GETS RETURNED TO PARK 

TH, JUNE 6, 1908 
WORK STARTS ON SCHOOL POOL 

TH, JUNE 9, 1908 
COUNCIL INCREASE SUBSIDY 

TH, JUNE 12, 1908 

The Inspector of Fisheries. Mr. A. 
Hooker informed a news reporter that 
as he was strolling through the 
recreation ground yesterday morning 
he heard the sharp report of a pea-rifle 
and turning quickly saw the smoke of 
the gun issuing from the bathing-house 
and at the same time a “winged” duck 
falling to the ground. Then the head of 
a prominent resident made its 
appearance and stealthily he made his 
way to the duck conveying it to the 
privacy of the building. Mr. Hooker 
said it was his intention to search the 
bathing-house and upon finding the 
bird, to report the matter to the 
secretary of the Acclimatisation 
Society. 

Work still proceeds apace at the 
Recreation Sports Ground. Men now 
engaged in the construction of flights of 
concrete steps to the various terraces, 
and in building up portions of the 
roadway which gather the water in wet 
weather. The playing field is showing 
beautifully green and some of the worst 
depressions have been leveled up. 
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TH, JUNE 16, 1908 
SCHOOL POOL PROGRESS 

TH, JUNE 24, 1908 
PARK SECTIONS FOR LEASE 

TH, JUNE 26, 1908 
KIWI DONATED 

TH, JUNE 30, 1908 

Improvements to Sports Ground 

TH, JULY 1, 1908 
PLANT DONATIONS 

TH, JULY 4, 1908 
CURATOR’S REPORT 
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TDN, JULY 7, 1908 

TH, JULY 16, 1908 

TH, JULY 22, 1908 
SCHOOL POOL ALMOST READY 

TH, JULY 29, 1908 
RECOGNITION OF HUMPHRIES ROLE 

IN SPORTS GROUND DEVELOPMENT 

TH, JULY 30, 1908 
SCHOOLBOYS HELP WITH POOL 

TH, AUGUST 3, 1908 
NEW DRAIN IN SPORTS GROUND 

TH, AUGUST 3, 1908 
SHOW OF GOLDEN WATTLE 

TH, SEPTEMBER 8, 1908 
CURATOR’S REPORT 
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TH, SEPTEMBER 9, 1908 
POND IN STAINTON DELL 

TH, SEPTEMBER 8, 1908 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 17, 1908 
PRACTICE WICKETS BEING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 24, 1908 
FUNDRAISING 

TDN, SEPTEMBER 24, 1908 
MISC 

TH, OCTOBER 14, 1908 
SHEEP ON SPORTS GROUND 

TH, OCTOBER 21, 1908 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 
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TH, DECEMBER 4, 1908 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

Main Lake -  Pukekura Park. (Auckland Weekly News, August 15, 1908  by W. A. Collis.) 

(Auckland Weekly News, March 21, 1908.) 
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1909 
By 1909 the curator W. W. Smith was making his presence felt. He redeveloped the Gilbert Street 

entrance and what is now known as Smith Walk. Another area to get his attention was the swamp 

north of the Tea House which is now the attractive Sunken Dell. Smith promoted the planting of 

native trees and during the year felled several pine trees replacing them with natives. 

The question of who should run the Park came up again. Councillor F. Bellringer, one of three 

council representatives on the Board, was in favour of the park management being handed over to the 

council. The three council representatives had equal voting rights on the board except when it came 

to voting on constitutional matters. Bellringer was not happy about that. 

Again, the Board found itself deeply in debt and struggling to find funds to pay for labour to assist 

the curator with his work. A scheme for using the town’s unemployed was introduced, and a fund 

was started to pay these men.  

The Acclimatisation Society introduced four more ponds in the park. Water was fed via a wooden 

flume and a drop of several feet was introduced to aerate the water and keep it agitated, resulting in 

stronger and more active fish. The Society also asked for permission to build a hatchery. 

In July Richard Cock was appointed Chairman of the Board taking over from F. P. Corkill. 

 

Donations included:  

Mr E. Sole, laughing jackass;  Mr Willie, Eltham, pheasants;  Mr R. B. Wilson, Urenui, a half grown 

kiwi. 

Plant donations included:  

Miss Clarke, Gilbert Street, a large quantity of bulbs and other plants; Miss Devenish, narcissus bulbs 

and herbaceous plants; Mrs Fraser and Mrs Kelly, Vogeltown, a small cartload of spring flowering 

and other hardy plants; Mrs Sandford, a number of good border plants; Mr Cock and other 

gentlemen, roses to cover the high wooden fence at the Gilbert Street Entrance; Mrs Kenny, some 

large shrubs to assist in completing the planting of the borders at the new entrance; Mr Newton King, 

half a sack of dahlia tubers and a Kawhia resident, a box of tanekaha’s and monoaos.   
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Summary of significant events 

• The memorial tablet on Cannon Hill was defaced. Lead removed from lettering 

• Scheme to give unemployed men work was started 

• Work starts on filling a swamp which is now called Sunken Dell 

• Voting rights of council representatives questioned by councillor F. Bellringer 

• The Acclimatisation Society construct four new ponds in the park 

•  In July, Richard Cock was appointed Chairman of the Board taking over from F. P. Corkill. 

 

Main Lake -  Pukekura Park. (Auckland Weekly News July 22, 1909.) 

Bathing House -  Pukekura Park. (Auckland Weekly News May 20, 1909.) 
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TH, JANUARY 28, 1909 
MEMORIAL TABLET DEFACED 

TH, FEBRUARY 16, 1909 
CENTRAL SCHOOL POOL 

TH, FEBRUARY 19, 1909 
PARK IMPROVEMENTS UPDATE 

TH, MARCH 2, 1909 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, MARCH 15, 1909 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, MARCH 22, 1909 
LIGHTING IN THE PARK 

TH, MARCH 30, 1909 
FIREWORKS AND FINANCES 

TH, JUNE 21, 1909 
NEW DRESSING SHED 

TH, JUNE 22, 1909 
FIREWOOD 

TH, JUNE 26, 1909 
DUCK SHOOTING 
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TDN, JULY 1, 1909 
GILBERT ST ENTRANCE 

IMPROVEMENTS 

TH, JULY 6, 1909 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, JULY 15, 1909 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD A.G.M. 
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TH, JULY 15, 1909 
BIRDS STOLEN 

TH, JULY 16, 1909 

TH, JULY 21, 1909 
UNEMPLOYED GIVEN WORK 

TH, JULY 26, 1909 
WORK STARTS ON SUNKEN DELL 

TH, August 3, 1909 
SMITH’S SERVICES OFFERED TO 

BEAUTIFYING ASSOCIATION 

TDN, JULY 24, 1909 
ACCOUNTS FOR 1908 

TH, August 3, 1909 

 PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 
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TH, AUGUST 7, 1909 

 ACCLIMATISATION SOCIETY 

TH, SEPTEMBER 7, 1909 

 PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 
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TH, SEPTEMBER 21, 1909 
ACCLIMATISATION SOCIETY  

TH, OCTOBER 5, 1909 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TDN, OCTOBER 8, 1909 
IMPROVEMENTS TO PATH 

TH, OCTOBER 27, 1909 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, OCTOBER 28, 1909 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, NOVEMBER 24, 1909 
SWANS EGGS STOLEN 

TH, NOVEMBER 1, 1909 
FROGS IN THE PARK 

TH, DECEMBER 4, 1909 
MOVIES IN THE PARK 
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TDN, DECEMBER 8, 1909 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, DECEMBER 20, 1909 

 

TDN, DECEMBER 11, 1909 
FISH PONDS 
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1910 
W.W. Smith and Percy Smith went on a native plant foraging trip to Government reserves. Percy 

Smith had special ministerial authority to visit certain Crown reserves to collect specimen trees 

because he had headed the Scenery Preservation Commission a few years prior. 

The swimming pool that had been formed for Central School somewhere in the vicinity of what is 

now the Fred Parker Lawn was finally abandoned as the spring which was feeding it dried up. 

The Acclimatisation Society had a hatchery building designed by Frank Messenger with the intention 

of building it in the park at the head of the Hatchery Lawn. Unfortunately, the cost was higher than 

anticipated and they decided not to go ahead with the project. The previous year the Society had four 

new rearing ponds built and placed 40,000 brown and rainbow trout in them. The fry did not do well 

on account of the hot and muggy weather. The continued dry weather caused the water to foul which 

was disastrous for the young fry. This caused the Society to doubt the quality of water coming from 

the Park lake. 

The Taranaki cricket team famously held an Australian eleven to a draw at Pukekura Park. The local 

side did field fifteen men, so had a slight advantage. A good draw regardless. 

The financial position of the Board was bad, and to make it worse the Council reduced their subsidy 

by £50. Fortunately, a donation of £50 by the Hon. O. Samuel eased the pain a little. 

In June, the Board was approached by a group wanting to build a tennis club on park grounds, 

between the Vogeltown entrance and the curator’s cottage. The Board granted their request, leasing 

out the piece of land on a seven-year renewable contract. The president of the newly formed Park 

Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club was Richard Cock, who was also the chairman of the Pukekura Park 

Board at the time. 

One of the entertainment highlights of the year was the screening of a movie about Shackleton’s trip 

to the South Pole, shown on a big screen in the Park. Adding to the entertainment was the Taranaki 

Garrison Band playing a selection of tunes. 

An extraordinary event was that of Sebphe the aeronaut, who successfully ascended to 4,400 feet in a 

hot air balloon, then parachuted down, his balloon following him after emptying itself of air and 

turning turtle. (Miss Leila Adair had attempted the same stunt in 1894 with disastrous consequences. 

On that occasion her balloon was destroyed by fire before getting off the ground.) 

 

Donations included:  

A pair of black swans from the Wellington Acclimatisation Society. 

Plant donations included:   

Mr Drew, bulbs; Mr Govett, bulbs and plants; Mr Stanley (per Mr Corkill), bulbs and plants; Mr 

Brooks, Mr Mace, Mr Putt, Mr and Miss Devenish, various plants; Raby brothers of Rerekapa, two 

packages of native trees and shrubs, with packets of native tree seeds. Percy Smith, a valuable 

collection of native plants of 15 different varieties (216 plants in all), some of which were new to the 

Park.  

The Park Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club received a donation of shrubs from Duncan & Davies for 

planting around the new tennis club grounds.   
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Summary of significant events 

• New ponds constructed by the Taranaki Acclimatisation Society and permission granted to 

build a hatchery. Unfortunately the society came up short with funds. The hatchery was not 

constructed until 1921 

• The Central School pool in Pukekura Park was finally abandoned as the spring feeding pool 

had dried up 

• Smith and Smith collected native plants from Government reserves 

• Taranaki cricket team held an Australian 11 to a draw 

• The Board granted permission for a tennis club to be built on Carrington Road (later Victoria 

Rd) 

• W. W. Smith advertised to buy kiwis  

• Memorial service for King Edward VII who died on May 6, 1910. 

 

Fish Rearing Ponds  - Present Day Hatchery Lawn (Puke Ariki PHO2012-0430) 
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TH, JANUARY 1, 1910 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, JANUARY 18, 1910 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, FEBRUARY 2, 1910 
PROPOSED FISH HATCHERY 

TH, FEBRUARY 8, 1910 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TDN, FEBRUARY 14, 1910 

TH, FEBRUARY 16, 1910 
H.M.S. PEGASUS VISIT 

TH, FEBRUARY 18, 1910 
SHACKLETON MOVIE 
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TH, FEBRUARY 21, 1910 
SMITH ON NOXIOUS WEEDS 

TH, FEBRUARY 21, 1910 
SMITH OFFERS TO NAME PLANTS 

TH, MARCH 18, 1910 
CRICKET—AUSTRALIA V TARANAKI 

TDN, MARCH 21, 1910 
CRICKET—AUSTRALIA V TARANAKI 

TDN, MARCH 23, 1910 
CRICKET—AUSTRALIA V TARANAKI 
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TH, MARCH 23, 1910 

  

TDN, MARCH 24, 1910 
HORSE FALLS DOWN TERRACES 

TH, MARCH 30, 1910 
HON. O. SAMUEL DONATION 

TH, APRIL 6, 1910 
C. W. GOVETT DONATION 

TH, APRIL 12, 1910 
AUSTRALIAN CRICKETERS PRAISE 

PARK 

TH, APRIL 16, 1910 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, APRIL 27, 1910 
CENTRAL SCHOOL POOL 

ABANDONED 

TH, MAY 3, 1910 
NEAR DROWNING 
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TH, MAY 3, 1910 
PARK BOARD ANNUAL MEETING 

TH, MAY 3, 1910 
FIELD TRIP FOR NATIVE PLANTS 

EVENING POST, MAY 7, 1910 
SMITH ON KIWI AND WEKA 

TDN, MAY 11, 1910 
FISH PONDS AND HATCHERY 
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TDN, MAY 21, 1910 
KING’S FUNERAL 

TH, JUNE 7, 1910 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, JUNE 7, 1910 
DONATIONS 

TDN, JUNE 16, 1910 
TENNIS CLUB APPLICATION 
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TDN, JUNE 25, 1910 
TENNIS CLUB TENDER 

TDN, JULY 1, 1910 
TENNIS CLUB LAUNCH 

TH, JULY 4, 1910 
SMITH ADVERT FOR KIWI 

TH, JULY 5, 1910 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 



35 

TDN, JULY 5, 1910 
CURATOR’S REPORT 

TH, JULY 26 1910 
WORK ON TENNIS COURTS STARTED 

TH, AUGUST 2, 1910 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, AUGUST 8, 1910 
SPORTS GROUND FUNDRAISING 

TH, AUGUST 9, 1910 
SPORTS GROUND—HOCKEY GAME 
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TH, AUGUST 30, 1910 
TENNIS CLUB PROGRESS 

TDN, SEPTEMBER 6, 1910 
LETTER FROM W.C.T.U. 

TH, SEPTEMBER 6, 1910 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TDN, SEPTEMBER 10, 1910 
BETTER VOGELTOWN ENTRANCE 

WANTED 

TDN, SEPTEMBER 10, 1910 
TENNIS COURT PROGRESS 

TH,NOVEMBER 9, 1910 
SWANS ARRIVE FROM WELLINGTON 

TDN, NOVEMBER 23, 1910 
TENNIS COURT PROGRESS 

TDN, NOVEMBER 23, 1910 
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TDN, NOVEMBER 25, 1910 

 

TDN, NOVEMBER 24, 1910 

 

TDN, DECEMBER 6, 1910 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

(Puke Ariki PHO2009-328) 
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TH, DECEMBER 19, 1910 
SWAN FLIES INTO CABLE 

TH, DECEMBER 21, 1910 
FUNDRAISING 

TDN, DECEMBER 21, 1910 
TENNIS CLUB UPDATE 

TDN, DECEMBER 31, 1910 
TENNIS CLUB COMPLETED 
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1911 
This was an uneventful year for the Board due to lack of funds. The financial situation had become 

serious, and any planned improvements were put on hold. The only highlights were the opening of 

the Park Tennis Courts and the visit of the Governor in January. The most controversial subject was 

the culling of pine trees, with several residents complaining vigorously. 

 

Donations:  

Mr Crozier, Frankleigh Park, a kiwi. 

Plant donations included: 

Mr C. E. Bellringer, a collection of roses which formed the base of a rose bed that Smith developed 

in what is now known as Palm Lawn. The bed was thriving, and Smith was going to show some of 

the flowers at a local show; unfortunately a thief had other ideas.  

Other plant donations included: 400 native trees presented to the Board by Mr Raby of Rerekapa 

(Rerekapa, is located in the Moki track area), Mr J. Arthur, junior and a lady donor. These were 

planted out by Smith. A number of native trees, ferns and shrubs had been collected from the 

Whitecliffs and Ratapihipihi. Some of the ferns were planted on Manhattan Island. The native trees 

collected from Ratapihipihi were planted along the banks of the Serpentine. 

 

  

 

 

View of Boatshed Bridge. (Auckland Weekly News February 23, 1911) 

Photo by H. M. Smith 



40 

View of the Main Lake. (Auckland Weekly News February 23, 1911) 

Photo by H. M. Smith 

 

Summary of significant events 

• The opening of the Park Tennis Club 

• Richard Cock vacated his position as chairman and Harris Ford was appointed. 

 



41 

TH, JANUARY 4, 1911 
OPENING OF TENNIS CLUB 

TH, JANUARY 17, 1911 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, JANUARY 19, 1911 
GOVERNOR’S VISIT 
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TDN, JANUARY 28, 1911 
GOVERNOR’S GARDEN PARTY  

TDN, FEBRUARY 8, 1911 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, FEBRUARY 13, 1911 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, MARCH 7, 1911 
PLANT STEALING AND VOGELTOWN 

ENTRANCE PLANS ON HOLD 
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TH, MARCH 9, 1911 
GOVETT ON FINANCIAL CRISIS AND 

FIRST MENTION OF PARK 

SATURDAY 

TH, MARCH 10, 1911 
BOARD VISIT TENNIS CLUB 

TDN, MARCH 16, 1911 
ODE TO PUKEKURA PARK 

TDN, MARCH 27, 1911 
BUYING BACK GOLDFISH 

TH, APRIL 4, 1911 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 
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TH, APRIL 11, 1911 
OPPOSITION TO PINE TREE 

CULLING 

TDN, APRIL 29, 1911 
HATCHERY IN PARK ABANDONED  

TDN, MAY 20, 1911 
PINE TREES SHOWN NO MERCY 

OTAGO WITNESS, MAY 30, 1911 
KINGFISHER IN THE PARK 

TDN, JUNE 6, 1911 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TDN, JUNE 27, 1911 
KIWI DONATED 

TH, JUNE 28, 1911 
BALANCE SHEET 

TH, JUNE 28, 1911 
PARK FINANCES 

TDN, MAY 20, 1911 
COUNCIL REPS ON THE BOARD 
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TDN, AUGUST 16, 1911 
LAKES FULL OF FISH 

TH, SEPTEMBER 8, 1911 
PLANT DONATIONS 

TH, OCTOBER 10, 1911 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, NOVEMBER 27, 1911 
LILY POND IN BLOOM 

TDN, DECEMBER 12, 1911 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TDN, JULY 17, 1911 
ROSE DONATION  

TH, AUGUST 16, 1911 
PINE TREE FELLING 

TH, NOVEMBER 7, 1911 
STEALING ROSES FROM PARK 
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Main Entrance - Fillis Street - circa 1919.  (Auckland Libraries Heritage Collections 35-R925) 
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1912 
To get out of the financial difficulty the Board found itself in they introduced Park Saturday. This 

was a door-to-door campaign. Many of the local ladies that did the canvassing were wives and 

daughters of the Park’s trustees. The day was successful, raising over £150, enough to put the Park’s 

finances back in the black for the first time in a long time.  

Smith continued developing a fernery on Manhattan Island using thirty-seven species of native fern. 

At that time, the island was accessible to the public as a picnic spot, with two small bridges linking it 

to the mainland. Unfortunately, a lot of the ferns planted were stolen so the board decided to remove 

the bridges, this however did not stop the thieves.  

Plant stealing was becoming a major concern, as were bike riding and dogs in the park harming the 

birds. To try and counter these issues the Board appointed Mr Tippins as an inspector to try and 

enforce the bylaws of the park. Tippins was a council inspector who did this sort of work as part of 

his job. 

The Acclimatisation Society had stopped using the rearing ponds because of concerns over water 

quality, so the races feeding the ponds were removed with the intention to fill in the ponds. 

W. W. Smith went on a botanical expedition to Mount Egmont to find new species of plants. He was 

accompanied by Donald Petrie and Murdoch Fraser. Petrie was a preeminent botanist of the time. He 

was a long-time friend of Smith’s going back to when Smith lived in the South Island. The plants 

they found were introduced into the Park as appropriate. 

The rose bed developed the previous year (Palm Lawn) flourished but the flowers had been stolen, so 

Smith decided to develop a new rose garden behind the Tea House. He transplanted the existing roses 

and many more donated rose plants. In the same area he intended to plant a bed of native veronicas. 

 

Donations included: 

Mr Marfell, of Toko, gifted a kiwi and John Wheeler, of Inglewood, donated a peacock. 

 

Plant donations included: 

Mr Upjohn, Alfred Road, a package of native plants; anonymous lady donor, a box of daffodil and 

narcissus bulbs; Mrs Brasch, Ratanui, a collection of primulas and polyanthus; Mr John Wheeler, 

Inglewood, a collection of native plants, also three seven-foot standard weeping ash trees; Mr 

Sanford, a collection of native plants and one hundred plant labels; a private gentleman, five dozen 

rose plants;  Mrs Newton, Moturoa, half a dozen roses; Morshead Nursery Company, two dozen 

roses; Mr Mace, one dozen mixed plants; Mr Layard, Pungarehu, a large collection of mixed plants; 

Messrs Sole Brothers, Para Tawhiti or King fern; Mr Raby, a packet of clematis seeds; Mr C. D. 

Husband, Raglan, a rare dwarf flax from the Karioi Mountain; Mr T. Falconer, Kaipikari, a lot of 

King Ferns. Other donations of native plants came from Dunedin, Fielding, Urenui and Te Kuiti.  
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Summary of significant events 

• E. H. Tribe resigned as Secretary 
• Park Saturday fundraising collections introduced 
• More discussions about handing over park to the council 
• Mr Tippins the Council Inspector was employed by the Board to catch people breaking bylaws 
• New rose bed planted behind the tea house 
• Fish races around the trout rearing ponds were dismantled as the Acclimatisation Society were 

no longer using the ponds 
• The Diving Board was removed 
• New path made from the Vogeltown Entrance to the Racecourse 
• Smith continued planting ferns on Manhattan Island 
• In June Harris Ford resigned as chairman, C. W. Govett was appointed in his place. 

 

Auckland Weekly News,  May 9, 1912,  F. J. Denton 

Auckland Weekly News,  May 16, 1912,  F. J. Denton 
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TDN, JANUARY 30, 1912 
VISITORS COMMENTS / EEL 

CONTROL 

TH, FEBRUARY 6, 1912 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, FEBRUARY 7, 1912 
E. H. TRIBE RESIGNS AS SECRETARY 

TDN, FEBRUARY 14, 1912 
PARK SATURDAY INTRODUCED 

TH, FEBRUARY 17, 1912 
SWIMMING SPORTS SUGGESTED 

TDN, FEBRUARY 12, 1912 
SMITH ON BOTANICAL EXPEDITION 

TDN, FEBRUARY 23, 1912 
TALK RE HANDING PARK TO 

COUNCIL 
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TDN, FEBRUARY 24, 1912 
TALK ON HANDING PARK TO 

COUNCIL 

TH, FEBRUARY 26, 1912 
GOVETT LETTER ABOUT PARK 

CONTROL 

TH, FEBRUARY 27, 1912 
PARK SATURDAY COLLECTORS 
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TH, MARCH 5, 1912 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, MARCH 5, 1912 
PARK SATURDAY TAKINGS 

TH, MARCH 6, 1912 
DONATION 

TH, MARCH 6, 1912 
FRIENDS OF THE PARK SUGGESTED 
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TH, MARCH 9, 1912 
HIGH SCHOOL SWIMMING SPORTS 

TH, APRIL 1, 1912 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, APRIL 10, 1912 
SLIPPERY PATHS 

TH, APRIL 12, 1912 
GIFT OF KIWI 

TH, APRIL 26, 1912 
TEA ROOMS UNDER NEW CONTROL 

TH, MAY 7, 1912 
GOVETT DONATION 

TH, MAY 16, 1912 
SMITH’S KIWI BREEDING 

TDN, MAY 21, 1912 
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TH, MAY 21, 1912 
A.G.M CURATOR’S REPORT 

TDN, MAY 21, 1912 
PARK CONSIDERING TAKING 

SPORTS GROUND BACK UNDER 

THEIR CONTROL 

TH, MAY 21, 1912 
PLANT DONATIONS 

TH, MAY 21, 1912 
UNAUTHORISED TREE CUTTING 

TDN, MAY 21, 1912 
WATER-FOWL IN THE PARK 
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TDN, MAY 27, 1912 

  

TDN, JUNE 3, 1912 
MOVIE ABOUT PARK 

TDN, JUNE 25, 1912 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 
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TDN, JUNE 25, 1912 
CHANGE TO BOARD MEMBERS 

TDN, JUNE 31, 1912 
BOARD TO APPOINT AN INSPECTOR 

  

TH, JULY 5, 1912 
NESTING HABITS OF THE KIWI 

TDN, AUGUST 6, 1912 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TDN, JUNE 25, 1912 
DEATH OF PEACOCK 
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TDN, AUGUST 6, 1912 
DOGS KILLING BIRDS IN PARK 

TH, AUGUST 7, 1912 
PETER MADSEN BEQUEST 

TH, AUGUST 14, 1912 
INSPECTOR APPOINTED 

TH, SEPTEMBER 4, 1912 
TEA ROOMS OPEN ALL DAY 

TDN, SEPTEMBER 11, 1912 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TDN, OCTOBER 8, 1912 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 
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TDN, OCTOBER 23, 1912 
DIVING BOARD REMOVED 

TDN, NOVEMBER 5, 1912 
KING FERN DONATION 

TDN, NOVEMBER 1, 1912 
NEW PATH 

TH, NOVEMBER 19, 1912 
PINUS HALEPENSIS 

TDN, DECEMBER 27, 1912 
MOVIE IN THE PARK 

TH, DECEMBER 3, 1912 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TDN, DECEMBER 17, 1912 

 

TH, DECEMBER 17, 1912 
REPAIRING TEA HOUSE 
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The Poet’s Bridge - circa 1910 (Auckland Libraries Heritage Collections 35-R879) 
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1913 
The Park was now operating in the black instead of the red which was a massive relief for the Board. 

Throughout the year the Board received many donations of plants and birds for which the curator was 

thankful for. The main body of work comprised improving walkways and general gardening, cutting 

grass, weeding, etc. 

A new path allowing people to walk from Vogeltown to the racecourse was completed. 

Manhattan Island, which had previously had its bridges removed was again opened to the public. The 

area on the island where the ferns were planted was isolated with wire fencing. 

Five pine trees were cut down near the curator’s cottage as they were deemed dangerous, and six 

above the western terrace in the Sports Ground were removed to give more light to the cricketers. 

 

Right: The Taranaki Herald often printed 

articles from fifty years earlier. In 1913 they 

printed an article that had appeared in the 

Herald in 1863. At that time on top of the hill 

above where the Japanese Garden is presently 

planted sat Carrington Road Blockhouse. This 

was part of a ring of blockhouses built to 

protect the town. During the night, sentries 

were posted down in the valley behind where 

the western terrace of the Sports ground is 

today. One evening, two sentries were down in 

the valley and it did not turn out too well. The 

report of the incident was published in the 

Taranaki Herald on May 24, 1913. The 

location of the incident is known because it is 

marked on a map created by W. H. Skinner. 

(Puke Ariki ARC2005-115). 

 

Donations included: 

Mr Feek, Uruti, a male kiwi; Mr J. W. Martin, Brooklands Road and Mr C. Rumball, Urenui, female 

kiwis; Miss Graham, Onaero, four dove pigeons; Mr Taylor White, Wimbledon and Mrs. Butcher, Te 

Kuiti, hybrid teal ducks. 

Plant donations included: 

Mr H. Nicholson, of Maryborough, a package of Queensland plant seed; Mr. O. Hoby, a variety of 

seeds of African plants and flowering shrubs which he procured from the curator of the public 

gardens, Bulawayo, South Rhodesia; Several packets of native plant seeds from Tologa Bay; Mr A. 

D. Beauchamp, Hurworth, a good collection of native plants; Mr Wm. Arthur, package of young 

native trees from Mokau; Mrs Bloxam, Napier, a package of native tree seedlings; Professor W. D. 

Westervelt, Honolulu, a package of seeds; C. E. Bellringer, nikau palms; Mr Bert McEwen, purple 

lilac plants; Miss Devenish, Japanese bulbs and Guernsey lilies; Duncan & Davies, 100 rambling 

roses; Mr K. C. Webster, tropical plant seeds from Honolulu; Mr C. Goodson, Hawera, a large 

collection of delphiniums.  
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Summary of significant events 

• Cutting down of  some pine trees 

• C. W. Govett resigned as chairman because he was due to leave for England for a vacation. 
He was replaced by W. L. Newman. 

• A visit by Sir Rider Haggard. 

 

Girls High School. Amateur Theatricals practice in Pukekura Park  

(Auckland Weekly News, October 23, 1913) . W. A. Collis 

Vice Regal Party - Earl of Liverpool (Auckland Weekly News, October  23, 1913)  F. E. Stewart. 

TH, AUGUST 2, 1913 
GIRLS HIGH REHEARSAL 
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TDN, JANUARY 3, 1913 
INAUGURAL MAORI SPORTS DAY 

TH, JANUARY 14, 1913 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, FEBRUARY 14, 1913 
TEA ROOMS RENOVATED. 
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TH, FEBRUARY 4, 1913 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, MARCH 4, 1913 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, MARCH 4, 1913 
FUTURE OF SPORTS GROUND 

TH, MARCH 13, 1913 
RIDER HAGGARD’S VISIT 
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TH, APRIL 8, 1913 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, APRIL 18, 1913 
PARK SATURDAY 

TH, APRIL 23, 1913 
CUTTING DOWN PINE TREES 

TDN, APRIL 29, 1913 
DONATION 
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TDN, MAY 1, 1913 
PLANT DONATIONS 

TH, MARCH 22, 1913 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD A.G.M. 
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TH, MAY 7, 1913 
GOVETT DONATION 

TH, MAY 24, 1913 
KIWI DONATION 

TH, JUNE 4, 1913 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, JUNE 28, 1913 
GOLF LESSONS 

TH, JULY 8, 1913 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, JULY 15, 1913 
KIWI DONATED 

TH, AUGUST 5, 1913 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 
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TH, SEPTEMBER 2, 1913 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 2, 1913 
KOWHAI IN FLOWER 

TH, OCTOBER 7, 1913 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, NOVEMBER 4, 1913 
DOG PROBLEMS 
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TH, NOVEMBER 4, 1913 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, DECEMBER 9, 1913 
KIWI DONATION 

TH, DECEMBER 19, 1913 
SPORTS GROUND WORKING BEE 

TH, DECEMBER 2, 1913 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 
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Taranaki v Auckland.  (Auckland Weekly News, September 11, 1913)  H. M. Smith. 

Taranaki v Auckland   

Taranaki Herald, September 5, 1913 
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1914 
Richard Cock was appointed chairman. C. W. Govett died while serving on the Board, he had been a 

trustee since 1892. C. H. Drew (Jeweller) was appointed in his place. 

It is noted that at this time the Bathing House was no longer being used by bathers, but instead, as a 

tool shed for the curator. It remained in its original location next to the lake until 1931. When the new 

Tea House was built, the shed was moved to a location between the Tea House and the Fernery.  

The major projects for the year were enlargement of the Lily Pond and the reclamation of the swamp 

(Sunken Dell) near the Tea House. The dell was drained and the main lake overflow channel that ran 

through it was widened to about 6 ft to improve the flow of water. Fill was added and a lawn was 

laid. A pathway through the dell was formed and the banks were planted with a collection of native 

ferns. 

Smith also remodelled the Gilbert Street entrance, greatly improving its appearance and making it the 

prettiest entrance to the Park.  

A new path was started from near the Tea House, going up past the racecourse and behind the eastern 

terrace of the Sports Ground. 

 

Donations included: 

Mrs Corbett, Okato, two Muscovy ducks; Sixty four hybrid ducks, bred from Chilean teal and the 

grey duck of New Zealand, from the estate of the late Taylor White of Wimbledon. 

Plant donations included: 

Mr K. Webster, Oregon pine (Douglas Fir) and white pine seed, obtained from a lumberman in the 

USA; Mr Hanreght, Taumarunui, a package of royal fern and other plants; Mesdames, Freeth and 

Carrie, seeds and pot plants; Miss Devenish, collection of azaleas; Mr Cock, three dozen tree ferns, 

comprising three species, nine were 3ft in height, and the others smaller; Mr A. Coxhead, 

Tongaporutu, a parcel of native plants and seeds; Miss Devenish added further to the collection of 

azaleas donating another half a dozen plants including two plants of azalea mollis; Mr Wm. Arthur, 

two dozen large leaved tainui (new to the Park); Mr W. T. Adams, Greendale, Canterbury, ten 

packets of American tree seeds; Mr Morshead, a fine collection of bulbs; Mr Cox, Togaporutu, native 

tree seeds. 

It was stated that some of the azaleas donated by Miss Devenish were planted on the eastern slopes of 

Cannon Hill.   
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Summary of significant events 

• A plan of the Park was compiled by the Survey Department showing the Park to be 55 acres 
• The death of Board member Mr. C. W. Govett, replaced by C. H. Drew 
• W. W. Smith developed Sunken Dell and extended the Lily Pond (Hatchery Lawn) 
• The old fish races were filled in to form a curved walkway near the Lily Pond. 

 

Royal Artillery Band. (Auckland Weekly News, March 4, 1914.)  W. A .Collis 

TH, FEBRUARY 10, 1914 

TH, FEBRUARY 21, 1914 
R.A.B. PRAISE PARK 

TH, FEBRUARY 21, 1914 
R.A.B. PERFORMANCE 

Royal Artillery Band 

Play at Pukekura Park 
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TH, JANUARY 9, 1914 
POHUTUKAWA IN FLOWER 

TH, FEBRUARY 3, 1914 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, FEBRUARY 3, 1914 
DUCKS MISSING 

TH, FEBRUARY 6, 1914 
TEA KIOSK AD 

TH, MARCH 3, 1914 
PERMISSION TO FELL PURIRI 

TDN, MARCH 3, 1914 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 
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TH, APRIL 7, 1914 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, APRIL 7, 1914 
CURATOR’S REPORT 

TH, APRIL 7, 1914 
DUCK IN THE PARK 

TDN, APRIL 25, 1914 

 
TH, MAY 19, 1914 

PUKEKURA PARK BOARD A.G.M. 
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TH, MAY21, 1914 
PRAISE FOR THE PARK 

TH, MAY 19, 1914 
CHANGE OF CHAIRMAN 

TH, JUNE 2, 1914 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

SUNKEN DELL 

TDN, JULY 3, 1914 
DONATION 
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TH, JUNE 12, 1914 
C. W. GOVETT - OBITUARY 

TH, JULY 7, 1914 
TRIBUTE TO GOVETT 

TH, JULY 7, 1914 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, AUGUST 4, 1914 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, AUGUST 24, 1914 
RANFURLY SHIELD DEFENCE  
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TDN, AUGUST 28, 1914 TH, SEPTEMBER 26, 1914 
DUCKS DONATED 

TDN, OCTOBER 6, 1914 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

SUNKEN DELL 

TH, NOVEMBER 3, 1914 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 
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TH, DECEMBER 16, 1914 
C. H. DREW APPOINTED TO BOARD 

TH, DECEMBER 22, 1914 
NEW PLYMOUTH PROMOTIONAL AD 

  

TDN, DECEMBER 22, 1914 
NEW PATH IN PROGRESS 

TH, DECEMBER 23, 1914 
DRUNKARD FALLS INTO POND 

Early Photo of Sunken Dell. ( Puke Ariki, A.4.85) 
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1915 

New Plymouth had its first meteorological station installed near the curator’s cottage on Carrington 

Road (now Victoria Road). The location was chosen because Smith lived in the cottage. He took 

daily readings and once a month they would get posted in the newspapers. This is another example of 

Smith’s contributions. 

Because of the war it was decided not to have a Park Saturday fundraising effort. This had been a 

major fundraiser, and indeed a lifeline for the previous three years.  

A new rose bed was established on the site of the old peacock house, which was at the southern end 

of what is now Palm Lawn. 

A new path was completed (Claffey Walk) which ran from the John Street (Rogan Street) entrance, 

around the top of the Sports Ground Gulley (King Fern Gulley).  

Several pine and macrocarpa trees were felled and sold for firewood.—another source of income for 

the Board.  

Around this time, Walter Smith and Percy Smith were being called upon by several authorities in 

town to help with planting layouts, including: the Hospital Board, the Technical College and East 

End Reserve. 

 

Donations included:  

Mr W. Good, Pohokura, a muscovy duck; Captain Thunell, an Alaskan goose.  

Plant donations: 

Mrs Coker, Fillis Street, a collection of rare plant seeds; Mr E. F. Sandford, Christchurch, new 

varieties of native flax; an anonymous gentleman posted a large package of native plant seeds; Mr 

Stevens,  Inglewood, native plant seedlings; Mr Cock, a kourcroya (Furcraea foetida), banana and 

annuals; Miss Devenish, a number of plants new to the Park; Mrs John Wheeler, some rare plants 

new to the park; Mr Billing, Frankley District, six new species of water lilies which were planted at 

the head of the water lily lake; a Palmerston North gentleman, a large collection of roses, which were 

transplanted in a new bed on the site of the old peacock house; Two New Zealand beech trees, one 

each by Messrs Davis and Morshead; Mr Robert Stevens, Eltham, a package of native plants; Miss 

Devenish and Miss Douglas, parcels of native plants; a Gentleman in the Mokau district, package of 

seeds and seedlings; Mr Tribe, who had recently returned from a trip to Hawaii, large package of 

seeds from the Agricultural Department of that country; Messrs Duncan and Davies, 18 varieties of 

trees and shrubs and 100 roses, the large express load sent comprising 180 plants, some of them being 

new to the Park; Mr Hicks, a Tikorangi nurseryman, a large package of valuable plants, comprising 

chiefly ornamental foliaged species, with four exceptions, all were new to the Park; Mr Mitchinson, a 

box of nemesia.  
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Summary of significant events 

• Meteorological station installed in the park 

• Curator shot several shags as they were too numerous and eating all the carp 

• A lawnmower is purchased. Until this time the lawns were cut with a scythe 

• Claffey Walk formed from the John Street (Rogan Street) entrance round the back of the 
eastern terrace of the Sports Ground. 

 

Top: Photograph taken from inside Sunken Dell sometime between 1915—1920.
(Auckland Libraries Heritage Collections 35-R940) 
Bottom: The camellia in the picture above next to the girl is still in the park in 2021.  
Photograph, Alan Metcalfe. 
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TDN, JANUARY 5, 1915 
CURATOR SHOOTS SHAG 

TDN, JANUARY 5, 1915 

METEOROLOGICAL STATION   

TH, JANUARY 7, 1915 
FETE FOR WAR RELIEF FUND 

TH, JANUARY 11, 1915 
FETE FOR WAR RELIEF FUND 

TH, JANUARY 12, 1915 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, FEBRUARY 1, 1915 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, FEBRUARY 6, 1915 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 
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TDN, FEBRUARY 6, 1915 
GARDEN FETE 

TH, FEBRUARY 11, 1915 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, MARCH 9, 1915 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 



81 

TH, MARCH 9, 1915 
NO PARK SATURDAY FUNDRAISING 

TH, APRIL 13, 1915 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TDN, APRIL 22, 1915 
SPORTS GROUND CONTROL 
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TH, APRIL 28, 1915 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TDN, APRIL 27, 1915 
VARIEGATED KAWAKAWA 

TH, APRIL 15, 1915 
THIEVING FROM THE PARK 
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TH, MAY 25, 1915 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD A.G.M. 

TH, MAY 31, 1915 
PUKEKURA PARK SUBSCRIBERS 

LYTTELTON TIMES, MAY 22, 1915 
DECLINE OF DUCKS IN THE PARK 

TH, JUNE 8, 1915 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 
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TH, JULY 6, 1915 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, AUGUST 2, 1915 
TYPICAL WEATHER REPORT FROM 

THE PARK WEATHER STATION 

  

TH, AUGUST 10, 1915 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 
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TH, AUGUST 11, 1915 
NEAR DROWNING 

TDN, SEPTEMBER 8, 1915 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, OCTOBER 6, 1915 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 
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TH, OCTOBER 28, 1915 
CHARGES OVER BICYCLE RIDING 

TDN, OCTOBER 28, 1915 
DIRECTION POSTS ADDED 

TH, NOVEMBER 3, 1915 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, NOVEMBER 22, 1915 

TH, DECEMBER 3, 1915 
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TH, DECEMBER 8, 1915 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 
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1916 

F. P. Corkill resigned from the Board after serving for more than 30 years. C. E. Bellringer was 

appointed to take his place. 

The management of the Sports Ground was returned to the Park Board. The Sports Ground 

Committee which had developed and controlled the Sports Ground since 1906 was finding it difficult 

to get the men to look after it. This was because many of the local young men were away at war. The 

Board came to an agreement with the Technical College in town, that they would use it as a sports 

field and in return look after grass cutting, etc. 

Clement Wragge, a world-renowned meteorologist, on a speaking engagement in New Plymouth 

praised the Park but suggested it could be improved by planting a selection of suitable palm trees.  

Newton King gifted an outrigger canoe which he had acquired from Rarotonga. 

Robert Clinton Hughes wrote ‘A Brief History’, which was a history of the Park until that time. It 

was published in three parts in the Taranaki Herald on August 3rd, 4th and 5th. The whole article 

appears in this document on pages (94 – 99). 

The John Street (now Rogan Street) entrance was improved, and native trees planted in the vicinity of 

the entrance.  

 

Donations included: 

Mr Chas Jerdan, donated a kiwi caught on the Kaitake ranges. 

Plant Donations: 

Garden seeds from the curator of the Public Gardens at Colombo (Ceylon).  Package of trees and 

seeds from Paraguay (South America). Mr C. E. Bellringer, flower seeds; Webster Bros seeds and 

plants; plant seeds by exchange from the Botanic Gardens of Calcutta; Mr E. Brough, Christchurch, 

lily bulbs; Native plant and seeds from anonymous donors; Mrs Avery, a bag of bulbs; Mr Rockel, a 

small box of New Zealand orchids collected in the Ruahine bush, which were planted in suitable 

places in the Park where they could be easily seen and studied when in bloom; Mr C. List, from a 

New South Wales trip, a quantity of Australian plant seeds; a  friend of the Park, some native plant 

seeds from Mokau.  

 

 

 

Summary of significant events 

• The Park Board took over the running of the Sports Ground 

• Park Saturday was reinstated 

• Emergency water supply taken from the racecourse 

• Robert Clinton Hughes wrote a history of the Park 

• Mrs. Hulke bequest of £100. 
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TDN, JANUARY 17, 1916 
SPORTS GROUND UNKEMPT 

TDN, FEBRUARY 2, 1916 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TDN, FEBRUARY 2, 1916 
EELS AND DUCKLINGS 

TDN, FEBRUARY 2, 1916 
HUGHES TO WRITE HISTORY 

TDN, FEBRUARY 2, 1916 
WATERFOWL STOLEN 

TH, MARCH 8, 1916 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 
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TH, MARCH 8, 1916 
CONTROLLING DUCK NUMBERS 

TH, MARCH 8, 1916 
LONG TERM SERVICE 

TDN, MARCH 18, 1916 
KIWI DONATED 

TH, APRIL 27, 1916 

TDN, APRIL 5, 1916 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING TDN, APRIL 19, 1916 

Water Supply from Racecourse 

TH, APRIL 27, 1916 
LETTER FROM CURATOR’S SON 

TH, MAY 3, 1916 
PARK BOARD TO TAKE CONTROL OF 

SPORTS GROUND 

  

TH, MAY 3, 1916 
OFFER TO PAY FOR A PARK STAFF 

TH, MARCH 22, 1916 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD A.G.M. 
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TH, JUNE 1, 1916 
PARK SATURDAY RETURNS 
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TDN, JUNE 6, 1916 
CITIZEN BAND 

TH, JUNE 6, 1916 
PARK SATURDAY RECEIPTS 

TH, JUNE 7, 1916 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, JUNE 7, 1916 
WRAGGE OFFERS ADVICE  

TDN, JUNE 28, 1916 
W. W. SMITH IN HOSPITAL 

TH, JULY 5, 1916 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TDN, AUGUST 8, 1916 
MRS. ANN HULKE BEQUEST 

TH, JULY 5, 1916 
LETTER PRAISING PUKEKURA PARK 
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A BRIEF HISTORY -  ROBERT CLINTON HUGHES  -  TARANAKI HERALD, AUGUST 3, 1916 
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TH, AUGUST 2, 1916 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 
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TH, AUGUST 29, 1916 
NEW BOARD MEMBER 

TH, SEPTEMBER 6, 1916 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TDN, SEPTEMBER 26, 1916 
DONATIONS 

TDN, SEPTEMBER 26, 1916 
BIRDS IN THE PARK 

TDN, SEPTEMBER 26, 1916 
BRASS BAND CONCERT 

TDN, OCTOBER 2, 1916 
BRASS BAND CONCERT REVIEW 

TH, OCTOBER 4, 1916 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, OCTOBER 4, 1916 
PLANS TO IMPROVE VOGELTOWN 

ENTRANCE 
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TDN, OCTOBER 20, 1916 

  
TDN, OCTOBER 23, 1916 

COMFORT WEEK  

TDN, OCTOBER 24, 1916 
RIFLES FOUND IN THE PARK  

TH, NOVEMBER 6, 1916 
BAD SWAN  

TH, NOVEMBER 8, 1916 
BURGESS DONATION 
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TH, DECEMBER 6, 1916 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, DECEMBER 7, 1916 
A CHAT WITH THE CURATOR 

TH, DECEMBER 30, 1916 
A CHAT WITH THE CURATOR 



103 



104 



105 

1917 

E. H. Tribe resigned his position as secretary of the Board of Trustees. Tribe felt that the Board were 

not forward thinking, yet he objected to the Board wanting to install electric lights in the curator’s 

cottage, thinking this was an unnecessary expense. When the chairman questioned his standing in the 

committee, Tribe walked out. 

In 1917 the old Carrington Road was renamed Victoria Road and the portion of Holdsworthy Road 

which formed the southern boundary of the park was officially handed over to the Park Board. 

Two improvements made during the year were the replacement of the wooden landing steps in front 

of the Band Rotunda and the replacement of the wooden culvert which formed the Mirror Waterfall 

by the old Lily Pond (Hatchery Lawn). Both structures were replaced with concrete counterparts. 

Frank Messenger donated the designs. 

An addition to the amenities of the Park was a hot water fountain located by the Band Rotunda. This 

supplied hot water for people making a cup of tea and was donated by C. H. Burgess.  

Another addition to the park was the initial palm tree plantings on what is now Palm Lawn. Supplied 

by Clement Wragge of Auckland. In 1916 Wragge had visited New Plymouth as part of a speaking 

tour and had commented on the fact that Pukekura Park would benefit from a planting of palm trees. 

The Board must have heeded his advice and ordered some from him. Wragge owned Waiata Tropical 

Gardens which was a well-known visitor attraction. It is believed there are four trees from that 

planting that that still grow in the park. 2x Livistona australis (cabbage-tree palm), 1 x Howea 

forsteriana (kentia palm) and 1 x Phoenix rupicola (cliff date palm). 

A pergola was constructed by the Sports Ground. It was 8 feet high, rising to 13 feet in the centre.  

 

Plant Donations: 

Mrs Robertson, Avenue Rd, collection of flowering plant seeds; A packet of native plant seeds from 

an unknown donor in the Kohuratahi district (Whangamomona area). Mr Morshead, nurseryman, 16 

climbing roses to complete the rose pergola in the Sports Ground; valuable seeds from Mrs T. 

Adams, Canterbury; seeds and plants form Mrs John Paton and Mrs Grant, both of New Plymouth. 

Some well grown plants, natives of the Chatham Islands; native plant seeds from Ohakune, and 

packets of seeds from Christchurch.  
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Summary of significant events 

• Holdsworthy Road at the southern boundary of the Park, became part of Park 
• Wooden boat landing in front of Band Rotunda was replaced by concrete steps designed 

by Frank Messenger 
• The small wooden waterfall structure and basin near the Lily Pond was replaced with a 

concrete one designed by Frank Messenger 
• First planting of palms in Palm Lawn supplied by Clement Wragge of Auckland 
• Electric lights installed around part of the main lake 
• Hot water fountain installed behind Band Rotunda 
• Bequest from C. W. Govett, £100 
• E. H. Tribe resigned as secretary, replaced by Alfred Grey 
• A pergola was constructed by the Sports Ground. 
 

Mirror Waterfall - Hatchery Lawn  (Puke Ariki 

PH2011-2164). Undated Photographic postcard of 

Syd and Norm Lovell. 
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TDN, JANUARY 9, 1917 
CURATOR UNDER-VALUED 

TH, JANUARY 10, 1917 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TDN, JANUARY 19, 1917 
PERGOLA NEXT TO SPORTS GROUND 

HOT WATER SUPPLY  

TH, FEBRUARY 1, 1917 
DONATION FOR ELECTRIC LIGHTS 

TDN, FEBRUARY 1, 1917 
ELECTRIC LIGHTS 

TH, MARCH 7, 1917 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 



108 

TDN, MARCH 17, 1917 
NEW HOT WATER FOUNTAIN 

TH, APRIL 25, 1917 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD A.G.M. 
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TH, MAY 3, 1917 
COUNCIL NOMINEES FOR BOARD 

TH, MAY 9, 1917 

Pukekura Park Board Meeting 
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TDN, MAY 16, 1917 
OPOSSUM SAVED 

TH, MAY 30, 1917 
PARK SATURDAY APPEAL 

TDN, JUNE 13, 1917 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, JUNE 23, 1917 
ANNUAL SUBSCRIBERS 

TH, JUNE 30, 1917 
SAD STATE OF SPORTS GROUND 
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TDN, JULY 5, 1917 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, JULY 10, 1917 
DROWNING IN THE LAKE 

TDN, AUGUST 3, 1917 
GOVETT BEQUEST 

TDN, JULY 16, 1917 
HORSE AND CARD NEEDED 

TH, AUGUST 8, 1917 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 5, 1917 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 
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TH, SEPTEMBER 17, 1917 
BAND RECITAL 

TH, OCTOBER 3, 1917 
SECRETARY RESIGNS 

TH, OCTOBER 3, 1917 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, NOVEMBER 7, 1917 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 
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TH, NOVEMBER 14, 1917 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, NOVEMBER 27, 1917 
SAD OCCURRENCE 

TH, NOVEMBER 28, 1917 
  

TDN, MARCH 22, 1917 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, DECEMBER 7, 1917 
  

TH, DECEMBER 18, 1917 
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Pathway from Liardet Street to the main lake passing by the pergola (NPDC, Parks Dept). 
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1918 
On November 11, 1918, the Armistice agreement was signed ending WW1. This was celebrated in 

New Plymouth a few days later with a procession through town ending in the Park. The celebration 

coincided with the Spanish Flu making its presence felt in New Plymouth, but the parade went ahead 

even though other events that week were postponed due to the influenza epidemic. 

The Board suffered two departures during the year. Percy Smith resigned after sixteen years and W. 

L. Newman resigned after serving for twenty-four years, both made significant contributions during 

their tenures. One of the replacements was the Mayoress, Mrs Burgess. Mrs Burgess had been very 

involved in fundraising for the Park for many years and was familiar with the issues the Board faced. 

She would prove to be a major asset for the Board. Having a lady on a Board must have been unusual 

back then. 

There was a push to develop a fernery. The site chosen was near where the Fernery is today. At the 

time they knew of about sixty-four varieties of ferns indigenous to Taranaki, and about half of them 

were in the park. This was part of a bigger scheme to develop the valley leading from the Tea House 

to the racecourse. The plan was to have an entrance – an archway of native creepers – made from the 

path leading up to the racecourse, leading to a fernery which was to be the finest in the Dominion. 

Higher up it was intended to complete the lake which had been started some years previously. Walks 

were to be formed along the surrounding banks. It was anticipated that the changes would make this 

one of the most picturesque and interesting sections of the park.  During the year the curator 

completed the preparation for the fernery and planted a number of ferns there, some of which he 

collected himself from Whangamomona. The building however did not go ahead. 

There were two rose beds in the park, one behind the tea house and the other in the Palm Lawn area. 

Due to the constant theft of roses, it was decided to move the plants from behind the tea house to the 

Palm Lawn bed. It was thought that people would be more exposed there and therefore less likely to 

take the plants.  

 

Plant Donations: 

Messrs A. Shield and W. Smith, selection of young native trees; Mrs Lawson, New Plymouth; Mrs 

Smith, Hurworth; Mr Billing, Frankleigh; Mr Allan, High School, Ashburton; Mr W Smith, 

Whangamomona; Mrs J. Wheeler and Mr R. Cock, Vogeltown, all donated a selection of plants. 

Captain Waller, plants from Chatham Islands; Mr Layard, Pungarehu, native plants; Mr Shippey, 

roses; a parcel of seeds from the Mokau district and native plant seeds from an unknown donor living 

in the Awakino district.  
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Summary of significant events 

• W. L. Newman resigned from the Board, having been a member since 1894 

• Mrs C. H. Burgess appointed to the Board to replace Newman 

• A motor gymkhana to raise funds, was extremely successful 

• The Board give the racecourse a piece of land to build a new curator’s cottage. The house still 
stands at the back of the TSB Stadium carpark 

• Percy Smith resigned from the Board 

• The curator starts developing a fernery. 

 

Stephenson Percy Smith rowing on the main lake  - circa 1918. F.G.R.- 6004.   

(Auckland Libraries Heritage Collections 35-R926.)   
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TH, JANUARY 9, 1918 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, JANUARY 9, 1918 
ROSE BED TO BE TRANSPLANTED 

TDN, JANUARY 9, 1918 
POSSIBLE FERNERY DEVELOPMENT 

TDN, JANUARY 17, 1918 
PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 
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TH, FEBRUARY 6, 1918 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TDN, FEBRUARY 9, 1918 
PARK FETE DAY  

TH, FEBRUARY 12, 1918 
PARK FETE DAY 

TH, FEBRUARY 12, 1918 
MAYOR’S HONORARIUM 

TDN, FEBRUARY 9, 1918 
FINED FOR DRIVING IN THE PARK 

TH, FEBRUARY 19, 1918 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, FEBRUARY 22, 1918 
BAND RECITAL 
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TH, FEBRUARY 25, 1918 
MOTOR GYMKHANA 

TH, MARCH 8, 1918 
MOTOR GYMKHANA REVIEW 
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TH, MARCH 20, 1918 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, April 11, 1918 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 
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TH, April 23, 1918 
W. W. SMITH—WEKA BREEDING 

TH, MAY 8, 1918 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD A.G.M 

TDN, MAY 14, 1918 
COUNCIL MEMBERS ON BOARD 

TDN, JUNE 5, 1918 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 
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TDN, JULY 4, 1918 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, AUGUST 7, 1918 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 
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TH, SEPTEMBER 3, 1918 
FANCY DRESS RUGBY TOURNAMENT 

PATRIOTIC WORK - FUNDRAISER 

TDN, SEPTEMBER 6, 1918 
FANCY DRESS RUGBY TOURNAMENT 

PATRIOTIC WORK - FUNDRAISER 

TH, SEPTEMBER 18, 1918 
BAND CARNIVAL 

TDN, OCTOBER 16, 1918 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 
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TH, OCTOBER 29, 1918 
CITIZENS BAND CARNIVAL 

TH, NOVEMBER 6, 1918 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 



125 

1919 
The previous year Percy Smith had resigned from the Board; the vacancy was filled by W. C. 

Weston. Another change was that of secretary. Albert Grey resigned the position and the vacancy was 

filled by P. E. Stainton. The position of secretary was advertised as a paid position, but, Stainton took 

on the job as an honorary role. He remained on the Board for 44 years. Stainton Dell was named after 

him.  

There were some improvements made to the Park. A new men’s toilet block, constructed by Messrs 

Russell and Son, was located by the old Tea House, remnants of which can still be seen today against 

the bank to the south of the old wisteria, next to the current Tea House. A short walk was formed 

from near the Band Rotunda down to the water Lily Pond (Hatchery Lawn). The curator thought this 

would be convenient for ladies and nurses with young children.  

The theft of plants was an ongoing problem; roses were leaving the park as quickly as they were 

being planted. The curator also pointed out at one of the committee meetings that, “The last of the 

todeas or royal ferns, was stolen from near the lower waterfall recently.” 

In April in the Taranaki Daily News, it was reported that: “There is at present to be seen at Pukekura 

Park the rare sight of banana trees in bloom. These are not the ordinary fruiting variety, but belong to 

the Abyssinian kind, which grow in great profusion in the vicinity of the Nile. Those in the park have 

been grown from seed, which was planted about seven years ago. The blooms which three of the trees 

have thrown are really magnificent specimens. The trees are now twelve feet in height and are 

situated just north of the lower lake. Some Fijian bananas were planted, but the severity of the past 

winter killed them.”  

 

Donations included:   

Mr Cody, of Foxton, pair of black swans. 

Plant Donations:  

The park received a quantity of Australian gum trees from Mr Maxwell, of Opunake. The curator felt 

that they should be planted in a suitable place in the park to test their growth and quality. He thought 

they would be a good addition to the park and that the result of the experiment could be of value to 

the farming and pastoral community. 

Other plant donations included: Mr T. W. Adams, Greendale, Canterbury, seeds of rare Japanese 

trees; a Taumarunui correspondent, a parcel of native plant seeds which were sown in the bush on the 

east side of the upper lake; a Stratford donor, seeds of quintonia, a fine native tree; Mr H. R. Cattley, 

ferns from the Bay of Islands; a packet of native plant seeds was received from an anonymous donor 

at Waikumete. Mrs Burgess, six new varieties of Hydrangeas; Messrs Duncan & Davies and 

Morshead, shrubs for planting in the park.  
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Summary of significant events 

• A men’s toilet block was built by the old tea rooms 

• A pergola was built at the base of Cannon Hill, on the north east side 

• W. C. Weston was appointed to the Board to replace Percy Smith, who had resigned the previous year 

• Albert Grey resigned as Secretary of the Board.  P. E. Stainton offered to take his place. 

 

Thought to be of the Victory Parade on July 19, 1919, celebrating the end of 

the First World War. (Top: Puke Ariki A.4.49. Bottom: Puke Ariki A.4.50.) 
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TH, FEBRUARY 2, 1919 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, FEBRUARY 13, 1919 
STONE WALL FOR FILLIS STREET 

TH, FEBRUARY 19, 1919 
BAND RECITALS 

TDN, FEBRUARY 25, 1919 
PEACE CELEBRATION 

TH, MARCH 28, 1919 
BLACK SWANS DONATED 

TH, APRIL 2, 1919 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 
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TDN, APRIL 2, 1919 
DONATED SWAN DIES 

TDN, APRIL 2, 1919 
RESIDENTS OBJECT TO STONE 

WALL IN FILLID STREET 

TDN, APRIL 3, 1919 
BANANA PALM IN FLOWER 

TH, MAY 8, 1919 
COUNCIL REPS ON PARK BOARD 

TH, MAY 19, 1919 
WIGGINS MEMORIAL DAMAGED 

TH, MARCH 1, 1919 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD A.G.M. 
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TH, JUNE 18, 1919 
BOARD SELLING PINE CONES 

TH, JULY 9, 1919 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, JULY 21, 1919 
PEACE CELEBRATIONS IN THE PARK 
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TH, AUGUST 6, 1919 
STONE WALL GETS GO-AHEAD 

TH, AUGUST 6, 1919 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 10, 1919 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 20, 1919 
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TH, OCTOBER 6, 1919 
SPORTS GROUND WORKING BEE 

TH, OCTOBER 8, 1919 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

NZ HERALD, OCTOBER 18, 1919 
SHINING CUCKOO IN PARK 

TDN, OCTOBER 28, 1919 
TARANAKI WORKERS COUNCIL 

SPORTS DAY 

TH, OCTOBER 31, 1919 
ADVERT FOR SECRETARY 

TH, NOVEMBER 5, 1919 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 
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TH, DECEMBER 3, 1919 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, DECEMBER 3, 1919 
PLANT STEALING RIFE 

TH, DECEMBER 3, 1919 
VOGELTOWN ENTRANCE 

TH, DECEMBER 19, 1919 
CHRISTMAS BAND RECITAL 
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1920 
A major loss to the Park was that of the curator W. W. Smith. It appears that the secretary of the 

Board, P. E. Stainton, was not happy with some of the time Smith was spending outside the Park, 

helping other people and organisations. The way this dissatisfaction was relayed was not ideal. The 

outcome was that Smith resigned, threatening to take Stainton to court for slander. 

Another sad loss for the Board was that of W. A. Collis who passed away. Collis first sat on the 

Board as one of the Borough Council’s representatives in 1904. He was a professional photographer 

and a lot of the old photos of the Park were taken by him.  

A plan that caused a lot of consternation was the Council’s proposal to run a new tram route to 

Vogeltown via the Park. The proposed route was for the tram to come up Liardet Street from town, 

turn right at the Park gates on to Fillis Street, enter the Park, run across to where the Children’s 

Playground is today, take a left turn before reaching Hughes Walk heading south, cross Hughes Walk 

near where the Waterfall is today, and there have a tram stop, continue on the west side of Hughes 

Walk gradually rising up the side of the hill coming out on to Brooklands Road just after the 

Vogeltown entrance, opposite Shortland Street. (see map p. 147). 

The Park had its first royal visit, that of Edward, Prince of Wales. The initial itinerary had the Prince 

arriving at the railway station at 8.55am and departing at 11am, giving him two hours in New 

Plymouth. After a reception at the Park, he was to be driven through the Park to the Boys’ High 

School, with the Racecourse Walk being widened in support. Unfortunately, a few days before the 

visit, the town was informed that the time had been shortened to one hour, arriving at 10am and 

leaving at 11am. This meant it was no longer practical to go to the Boys’ High School. The visit was 

still a huge success, the motorcade entering the park through the Gilbert Street entrance.  

Pine cone sales were a bonus money earner for the Park, with 194 sacks being reported for sale in 

January. 

Over thirty pine trees were cut down during the year and sold as firewood. Significantly, half a dozen 

were removed near the western terrace of the Sports Ground. The cricketing fraternity had wanted 

these cut down for many years. They threw large shadows across the pitch in the afternoon and 

detrimentally affected the light, sometimes causing play to be called off early.  

A new Sports Ground Committee was formed to try and resurrect the Sports Ground to its former 

glory and to make further improvements. A. L. Humphries was again at the helm. The committee was 

granted three years rent to give it time to pay off old debts.  

The fish rearing ponds on the Hatchery Lawn that had been abandoned and filled in in 1912 were 

reinstated, with the intention to also construct a hatchery building. 

 

Donations included:   

Mr. Martin of Pukearuhe, a Shetland pony; from Christchurch City Council in response to 

representations made by Mr. G. King of New Plymouth, a pair of white swans. 

 

Plant Donations: 

Mr. G.W. Booth, of Carterton, narcissi; Mr. Hildred, Senior, Tariki, flowering shrubs, azaleas, etc; 

Mr. Clement L. Wragge, of Auckland, a quantity of new plant seeds; unknown donor from 

Whangamomona, native plant seeds; Mr. Mitchinson,  a collection of trees and a hundred young fan 

palms; Mrs. C. H. Burgess, a dozen hydrangeas; Mr. S. Brooks, some valuable plants; Mrs. (Dr) 

McLelland, some bulbs and dahlia tubers; David L. Nathan, of Manuwera, a sack of bulbs. 
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Summary of significant events 

• Richard Cock resigned from the Board. He became a trustee in 1889 

• A new Sports Ground Committee was set up to manage and improve the Sports Ground 

• The council proposed to run a tram to Vogeltown through the Park 

• Mrs Burgess came up with a bold fundraiser. £1000 Pukekura Park Fund 

• Royal visit, Edward Prince of Wales (future King, Edward VIII) 

• The Acclimatisation Society fish rearing ponds resurrected in the Park 

• More than thirty pine trees cut down during the year 

• W. W. Smith resigned his position as curator 

• W. A. Collis passed away. 

 

Lily pond with proposed Hatchery at the rear. (Private collec�on, Alan Metcalfe) 
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TH, JANUARY 19, 1920 
BAND CONCERT 

TH, FEBRUARY 4, 1920 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TDN, FEBRUARY 4, 1920 
SPORTS GROUND UNKEMPT 

TH, MARCH 3, 1920 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TDN, FEBRUARY 4, 1920 
SKETCH OF PROPOSED NEW TEA 

HOUSE 

TH, MARCH 3, 1920 
PINE TREE REMOVAL TALKS 

TH, MARCH 3, 1920 
MRS BURGESS FUNDRAISING 

SUGGESTION 
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TH, MARCH 9, 1920 
TRAM ROUTE THROUGH PARK 

TH, MARCH 3, 1920 
NEW TEA HOUSE TOO EXPENSIVE 

TDN, MARCH 5, 1920 
MRS BURGESS PROGRESSIVE IDEAS 
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TH, MARCH 24, 1920 
FUNDRAISING 

TDN, MARCH 24, 1920 
PREPARATION FOR ROYAL VISIT 

TH, MARCH 29, 1920 
FUNDRAISING 

TDN, APRIL 7, 1920 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TDN, APRIL 7, 1920 
PATH WIDENED FOR PRINCES VISIT 

TDN, APRIL 7, 1920 
TALK OF NEW SPORTS COMMITTEE 

TDN, APRIL 7, 1920 
PARK BOARD ALLOW TRAM SURVEY 

TH, APRIL 13, 1920 
PLANS FOR PRINCES VISIT 
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TDN, APRIL 24, 1920 
PRINCE OF WALES FEATHERS 

TH, APRIL 29, 1920 

TH, APRIL 27, 1920 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH,  MAY 3, 1920 
PRINCE OF WALES VISIT 

TDN, MAY 5, 1920 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 
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TH, MAY 5, 1920 
DRINKING FOUNTAIN IN SAD STATE 

TH, MAY 15, 1920 
FUNDRAISING 

TDN, JUNE 2, 1920 
HOCKEY TOURNAMENT 

TH, MAY 10, 1920 
APPLE & CHRYSANTHEMUM DAY 

FUNDRAISER A SUCCESS 

TH, MAY 22, 1920 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, MAY 25, 1920 
TRAM THROUGH THE PARK 

TDN, MAY 31, 1920 
HELP OFFERED 

TH, JUNE 2, 1920 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 
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TH, JUNE 16, 1920 
PROPOSED TRAM ROUTE 

TH, JULY 14, 1920 
PINE TREES CULLED 

TH, JUNE 17, 1920 
SHETLAND PONY DONATED 

TH, JULY 7, 1920 
BOATING ON SUNDAYS 

TH, JULY 7, 1920 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, JULY 10, 1920 
PLANT DONATIONS 

TH, AUGUST 3, 1920 
FUNDRAISING - £100 FUND 
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TDN, AUGUST 5, 1920 
CARNIVAL WEEK 

TH, AUGUST 13, 1920 
CHILDS’S VIEW OF THE PARK 

TH, AUGUST 4, 1920 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TDN, AUGUST 12, 1920 
CHARLES EDGECOMBE DIES 
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TH, AUGUST 16, 1920 
CARNIVAL A HUGE SUCCESS 

TH, AUGUST 18, 1920 
NEW SPORTS COMMITTEE FORMED 

TDN, AUGUST 21, 1920 
INTERVIEW WITH MRS BURGESS 
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TH, AUGUST 25, 1920 
PINE TREES FELLED AT  

SPORTS GROUND 

TH, AUGUST 27, 1920 
FISH PONDS BEING REINSTATED 

TH, SEPTEMBER 8, 1920 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 8, 1920 
MODIFICATION TO TEA HOUSE 
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TDN, SEPTEMBER 10, 1920 
TERRACES DAMAGED 

TDN, OCTOBER 6, 1920 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, OCTOBER 6, 1920 
SALE OF TIMBER 

TDN, OCTOBER 14, 1920 
WHITE SWANS DONATED 

TH, OCTOBER 25, 1920 
TROUT PONDS INTERFERRED WITH 

TDN, OCTOBER 25, 1920 
SALE OF TIMBER 
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TDN, NOVEMBER 4, 1920 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TH, NOVEMBER 4, 1920 
WHITE SWANS GO WALKABOUT 

TDN, NOVEMBER 5, 1920 
CURATOR LETTER—RESIGNATION 

TH, DECEMBER 8, 1920 
FISH HATCHERY PROPOSED 
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TDN, DECEMBER 8, 1920 
PUKEKURA PARK BOARD MEETING 

TDN, DECEMBER 15, 1920 
ENTERTAINMENT 

TH, DECEMBER 16, 1920 
W. A. COLLIS  - OBITUARY 
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MAIN 

LAKE 

SPORTS 

GROUND 

FOUNTAIN 

LAKE 

CHILDREN’S 

PLAYGROUND 

TRAM STOP 

Proposed Tram route based on the description in the Taranaki Herald, JUNE 16, 1920. 
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Index 
(Figures in bold type indicate illustrations) 

A 
Acclimatisation Society, 19, 23-27, 29, 32-33, 44, 47, 133, 141, 

143, 144-145 
 
 
B 
Bellringer, F., 19, 24, 101 
Bellringer, C. E., 89 
boat landing, 107, 109, 110, 112, 117 
Boatshed Bridge, 39 
Burgess, C. H., 101 
Burgess, Ann, 115, 135-136, 142-143 
 
 
C 
Cannon Hill, 130 
Central School pool, 7, 12, 14-16, 21, 27, 31 
Claffey Walk, 77, 
Cock, R., 7, 19, 27, 69, 73, 135 
Collis, W. A., 18, 60, 70, 133, 146 
Corkill, F. P., 7, 19, 89 
 
 
D 
Drew, C. H., 55, 69, 76, 79, 92 
Duncan and Davies, 27, 59, 77, 125 
 
 
E 
eels, 9, 49, 91 
Edgecombe, Charles, 141 
Electric lighting, 80, 83, 88, 100, 107, 113, 121 
 
 
F 
fernery, 47, 115, 117, 123 
fish ponds (see Acclimatisation Society) 
fish hatchery (see Acclimatisation Society) 
Ford, Harris, 7, 92 
 
 
G 
glow-worm caves, 66 
Govett, C. W., 7, 31, 43, 50, 52, 55, 65, 69, 73, 111 
Grey, Alfred, 113 
 
 
H 
Holdsworthy Road, 105, 107 
Hughes, R. C., 7, 89, 90, 91, 94-99 
Hulke, Ann, bequest, 93 
Humphries, Arthur, 9, 16 
 
 
K 
Kingfisher, 44 
King, Newton, 4, 19 
kiwi, 2-6, 15, 21, 32, 34, 39, 44, 47, 52, 55, 59, 65,  
 67, 89, 91, 121 
 
 
L 
laughing jackass, 19 
Lily Pond, 45, 69, 73, 134 

M 
Mace, Robert, 11 
Madsen, Peter, bequest, 56 
Manhattan Island, 39, 47, 48, 59 
Messenger, Frank, 27, 33, 105, 107 
Meteorological Station, 79, 83 
 
 
 N 
 Newman, W. L., 7, 60, 64, 115, 118 
 
 
O 
Opossum, 110 
 
 
P 
Palm Lawn, 39, 47, 77, 89, 105, 115 
Park Saturday, 47, 49-51, 63, 72, 77, 81, 92, 93, 110 
peacock, 47, 55 
peacock house, 77 
Percy Smith, 4, 7, 10, 11, 27, 32, 37, 77, 115, 116 
pergola (bower) by Tea House, 7, 11, 17 
pergola (bower) by Sports Ground, 105, 107, 109 
pine tree culling, 7, 19, 39, 44, 45, 59, 60, 63, 64, 71, 84-85, 

129,133, 135, 140, 141, 143 
Pond (Stainton Dell), 17 
 
 
R 
Ratapihipihi, 39, 53 
rose bed, 39, 45, 47, 51, 77, 85, 109, 115, 117 
 
 
S 
Serpentine, 7, 10, 39 
shining cuckoo, 133 
Smith, William Walter, 1–7, 12, 13, 19, 27, 30, 32, 34, 47–49, 65, 

69, 77, 84, 91, 93, 102-104, 107, 121, 128, 131, 133, 144-145 
Sports Ground/ committee, 7–12, 15–17, 31, 35, 53, 54, 62, 67, 71, 

81-82, 89, 91-92,107, 110, 130-131, 133, 137, 142 
Stainton, P. E., 125, 131-133 
Sunken Dell, 19, 23, 69, 70, 73, 75 
swans 
 Black, 14, 36, 38, 101, 125, 127-128,   
 white, 10, 25, 133, 144-145 
 
 
T 
Tea House /tea rooms/ tea kiosk, 56, 57, 61, 71, 132, 135, 136, 143 
tennis club, 27, 33-36, 38, 41, 43 
The Poet’s Bridge,  58 
trams, 133, 136, 137, 139-140, 147 
Tribe, E. H., 49, 55, 77, 92, 105, 112 
 
  
W 
waterfall (Hatchery Lawn), 105, 113, 117 
weka, 32, 123 
Weston, W. C., 125, 129, 132 
Wiggins Memorial, 128-129 
Wragge, Clement, 89, 93, 105, 112, 133 
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Plant Index 
A 
Adiantum formosum, 7, 15 
Akebia japonica, 7, 15 
Alstroemeria, 7, 15 
Amaryllis, 7, 16 
Asplenium cuneifolium, Asphinium culliformu[sic], 7, 15 
Australian gum, 127 
Azalea mollis, 69 
azaleas 69, 135 
 
B 
Bignonia glandra, 7, 15 
 
C 
cabbage-tree palm, 105 
cactus dahlias, 7, 16 
cineraria hybrids, 7 
Cineraria maritima, 7, 15 
Clematis afoleata, 7, 15 
cliff date palm, 105 
climbing roses, 105 
Convallaria maplis (Convallaria majalis), 7, 15 
 
D 
daffodil, 47 
dahlia 19, 133 
delphiniums, 59 
Douglas fir, 69 
Dracophyllum longifolium, 7, 15 
 
E 
Exochorda sp, Exiconda sp[sic], 7, 15 
eucalyptus ficifolia, 11 
 
F 
ferns, 39, 47, 48, 59, 69, 115, 125 
flax, 47, 77 
Funkia subcordata, Frinkia subcordata[sic]7, 15 
Furcraea foetida, 77 
 
G 
Genista andreana, 7, 15 
gladioli, 7 
golden wattle, 16 
 
 H 
Helianthus ‘Florepleno’, 7, 15 
Heuchera ‘Alba’, 7, 15 
Howea forsteriana, 105 
hydrangeas 125, 133 
 
 J 
 Japanese cherries 
  Amanogawa, 7, 15 
 Beni-fugen, 7, 15 
 Bijokau, 7, 15 
 Flore Pleno Alba, 7, 15 
 Hizakawa, 7, 15 
 Hosokawa beni, 7, 15 
 Kofugen, 7, 15 
 Oku-mizako, 7, 15 
 Prunus pseudocerasus, 7, 15 
 Takysau, 7, 15 
 Thurs-fugen, 7, 15 

 Ukon, 7, 15 
 Yoshina, 7, 15 

 
K 
kawakawa - variegated , 82 
kentia palm, 105 
Kerria japonica, 7, 15 
kowhai, 66 
 
L 
lilies, 7, 59, 77 
Lilium  grandiflorum, 7, 15 
livistona australis, 105 
Lomaria lucida, 7, 15 
 
M 
macrocarpa, 77 
monoaos, 19, 24 
 
N 
narcissi, 7, 19, 24, 47, 133 
nemesia, 77 
New Zealand beech trees, 77 
nikau palms, 59 
 
O 
oak, 135 
olearias, 7, 16 
orchids, 89 
Oregon pine (Douglas fir), 69 
Oxalis alba, 7, 15 
 
P 
palm trees, 89, 105 
para tawhiti, 47 
Phoenix rupicola, 105 
Pinus halepensis, 57 
pohutukawa, 71 
polyanthus, 47 
pomegranate, 7, 16 
puriri, 71 
purple lilac, 59 
 
Q 
Quintonia (Quintinia), 125 
 
R 
Rhododendron ponticum, 7, 15 
roses, 19, 39, 45, 47, 59, 77, 107, 117, 125 
royal fern, 69, 125 
 
S 
Senecio laxifolius, Sericio laxifolino[sic]  7, 15 
sycamore, 133 
 
T 
tanekaha, 19, 24 
todeas, 125 
 
V 
veronicas, 47 
 
W 
weeping ash, 47 
wisteria, 7, 8, 125 
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