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Does Pukekura Park constitute an embarrassment to local
residents? At first thought, this may appear a ridiculous yet in
many respects it is justified and this is disecounting the views of
those citizens who feel that it is a financial embarrasement to the
comnmunity,

Let us consider the resident with visitors who have heard about
the park and would like to be shown around. If he or she 1s average,
no effort will have been made to read up the published literature
about the park ( or even the city) and the last visit would have
coincided with the last party of inquisituve visitors, Once again
there will be the series of impossible questions such as, "How big is
the park',"How old is it! "How far away is the mountain,” “How meny
people work here, "What colour are they going to paint the bridge
when they give it a top coat,' ete,, ete,, all difficult to answer
with no leads to work on,

Well, if our stalwort has not yet experienced embarrassnent at
lack of knowledge of his own locality, it is almost certain to come
when the subject of a visit to the fernery is suggested, for he has
either to look big and shout the lot, look 1little and he shouted amid
remarks of, 'Uh! they don't charge down our way,' turn either an
ashen white or ghastly purple, stagger into the shade on the fernery
lawn muttering "Its alright I'1l be fine, you go on in and I'11 just
wait here in the cool,” or tell a bletant lie by saying that he or
she had been in the week before or a dozen times previously,

This may all seem a little fanciful, but regretebly, it 1is
based on fact. There is no surer means of splittiing up a party of
visitors and locals, parents and children, plant lovers and plant
tolerators than the suggestion of a visit to the fermery. That 20c,
is a nighty hurdle, especlally i1f faced more than once and I have
personally seen 1t split three parties out of four on one oeccasion,

We have before us then, two major issues, the dissemination of
information to the public, the aquestion of admission fees to the
fernery, ©Since I have no solution to the latter, it will be
- covered Tirst by simply recording a few facts,

\ About 25% of those intending to wvisit the fernery change their
" mind 2t the door, some in obvious (and audible) alarm, Of those

that there is nothing of much Interest, After all, there is
outward indication to dispute his suggestion and because he would



| fic; have to undergo the humiliation of fumbling for money in front
¢ orf their guests and in public, Some form of token system made
available through the P,R,0, or library may be an answer.

Members of tre committee might ask themsleves how they overcome
this bdroblem when entertalning visitors, Most residents face thie
problem sooner or later,

For those who have heen reluctant to pay admission, the presence
of a donation box is like a red rag to a bull. To be an attendant
at the Pultelura Park fernery is to indicate an above-average sense
of diplomacy.

Would it be better to redy on a nominal charge for admission ond
encourage greater attendance, also repeated attendance? Season tickets
may be an answer to some of the problem,

An advantage of high charges however, are the fact that they
discourage attendance by the more destructive elements or our socidr
and this is an important factor.

When it comes to conveying information to the visitor, be 1t
directional, educational or historical, there is no finer way than
to pass it on at the spot involved, and it is in this respect that
improvements could be made, We do not 'sell' owpark to visitors
well enough but rely on them finding their own way with the result
that the less inquisitive and the timorous often miss even the
major features, The park is loaded with items of interest, quite
apart from its scenic attraction and it would add a great element of
adventure to a visit to the parl: if here and there one came upon sone
form of notice (not necessarily a white board) with such items as the
history of the Poets Bridge, Bammon Hill, the Fernery etc., etc. This
would be an opportunity for work in stone or some other material for
architectural gems and items of permanence are lacking here, For
‘example the history of Cannon Hill could be recorded in some fora
of shelter, not perched on the top or competing with the bandstand
but faecing over the fountain lake,

Another requirement is signposting. Some folk are quite
capable of becoming lost in thelr own back yards and are beyond
help but Pukekura fark is able to confuse even the most asfute.
 As individuals familiar with the surroundings, we take a tremendous

amount for granted but we must acknowledge the fact that there i{5 &n
increasing number of visitors from obher comiNg even other countrles .
some with only limited time and we cannot expect them to know in
‘advance what they are looking for and exactly where to find it, The
forthcoming noticeboard will help to relieve this problem, but they
are onisyfz'part.__of; the answer, for in a maze-like park sucli as this,
" they demand supplementary signposting. People will set off with a
_very definite objective i mind and will need help within 100 yards.
 In considering signposting, one is torn between the practical
rement of the sign being obvious, yet not to such an extent that
stroys the aesthetic appeal of its surroundings. By use of
ural materials both requirements can be met,
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foornaps exceed those of the day, In this fact we have grounds
establishing a feature which could be not only outstandingly
oooutiful but also very profitable. Now Plymouth has in one year
gained a reputation for city illuminations equal to anything in New
Zealand, If during the period from the Christmas holidays to the
end of February the fernery were to be illuminated, we would attract
people fron evry corner of the counbry.

During the presemce of the mativity scene, the fernery (and the
kiosk) could be open nightly thus providing a night of illuminations
wh:l.ch folk would never forget. It would beoome a popular feature
to drive around the city, view the churches, visit the nativity sccne
and fernery and relax at the kiosk.

After termination of the nativity scene, the fernery could be
opened one night weekly until the end of February or for the duration
of the Festifal of the Pines, I forecast that people would find this
attraction irresistible. Apparently in 1953-54 when the fernery Tﬂﬂ
illﬂninated, there were something like 700 visitors on one evening.

This could be the greatest single factor in increasing the
revenue from the fernery.

The "Noture-Trail! idea on a smaller scale could be incorporated
in a visit to the fernery and this could be a nmeans of offering
something tahgible to the visitor for his or her payment,

In close proximity to the fernery is the Stainton Dell which
offers many wonderful opportunitics for develovment but first of all-
how to get the people there? OFf those visiting the fernery, only a
few percent ever venture on the few steps into this area, therefore to
inprove its features and not advertise them would be a waste of time.

The die @8 already cast for the future of the Stainton Dell, for
it has the shelter, the shade and the moisture ideal for the bog-
garden type of feature already started, With landscaping and
extension to the limits afforded by the surrounding slopes it could

becone an area of concentrated interest the year around and compl?liment
adnirahly, the attractions of the nearby fernery.
should be one of the priorities,

Of perhaps greater urgency however » 18 the entry to the fernery
area fron the remainder of the park, This major attraction is
entered through a back yard which inecludesoa gents toilet on the one
side and a car park on the other, Nothing of intercst can be seen
beyond these and it is taxing peoples eredibility to expect them to
‘assume that our major attraction lays beyond. It looks like a dead
end and must remain so in the minds of the less enquiring,

b ithout aisturbing the rimus » this arca between the kiosk and the-

TY rcquires a major clean-out, including removal of the pukateas
©-8iting of the compost bins,
! _\_7\;. must 'sell' our fernery more effectively and not expect people
Ve to hunt so intensively in wunfamiliap Surroundings or oblige

to pass clomly to What can only be described as 2 rather sinister

This development
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