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For alternative parking at Pukelkura Park emphasis should be

y; laced on increased use of the Rogan Street and Racecourse entrances

where considerable parking facilities could be providied,
DIBEQ?EQEE=§§2=§5§§£25TING' Every entrance should gfive information
to the visitor 1f full use is to be made of 1t. Direction maps
shpuld be placed conspicuously at the principal entrance ways and at
all others, highway type signs need to be posted giving distances to
various attractions, In addition a brochure which could include a
photostat copy of the main direction map should be printed and made
avallable for a small fee at varous stations.

ETCNIQ-JEEE§ These should be set up in a number of areas,

particularly where people tend to gather, The sunken lawn near the
Kiosk, the Eastern Hillside with access from the racecourse and
below the proposed road loop at Brooklands Bowl, Tebles and seats
should be provided for and barbecue/incinerators., The sunken lawn
area near the Kiosk should be raised about one foot and paved with
informal paving, Trees on both sides should be thinned to enable
more sun penetration and better drying. The bank on the western
side could be converted and planted as a dry wall using cushion
species of plants, The water flow from the lake could be harnmessed
to operate a hydraulic ram which though a relic of the past, would
create someting with perpetual movement and historical interest,

The picnic tables and chairs here could be made with children in
mind and a fantasy character, the aim,

On the Eastern Hillside and shletered by the planting of native
tree species on its spar, is a sunny area set aside with a picnic
area in mind, This area can be reached on a level plane from near
the custodians house at the racecourse and i would be worthwhile to
remove the undergrowth, raise the canopy of branches to enable
vehicles to drive into the edge of the trees and park by the picnic
spot, Vehicles could be prohibited fronm going further into the park,
by placing a line of posts around the margin of the areas,

Seoyiiis Sl The scheme as suggested by Mr, Fuller in an earlier
report has merit, I would like to see the stream

formed clon the eastern side of the lawn to retain the maximum
possible open area. Very large boulders should be placed first to
Gtermine the directional flows of water to form the key stones of
the stream and thenplace the smaller boulders to suit, The main
aim in placing any boulders along the stream beds is to exemplify the
Taranaki mountain stream character, The bringing of this strean
to the surface will be a valuable aid in linking the fountain lake

~ with the main lake and enticing people to follow its course,

(R Eianting along this stream would be an ideal site for ccriin of the

1  &warf Jupanese maples and other dwarf shrubs, The plantings would
3naed to be light in texture and grouped rather than be heavy or

continnous. This would enable people to have access to and allow

effective floodlighting of the stream as an added summer attraction,
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R _CURTATL: The proposal for a waterfall from the top of
ca;;on Hill does not seenm to me, sensible or practicable because it
will contravene the laws of nature and the object of the present
planting namely screening and shelter of the aporteground, As an
alternative and what could be a more apectactular scheme I suggest
consideration be given to a curtain type waterfall to be sited on
Hughes Walk on the bank near the Weeping Elm and rubber treec, L
£all of twently five feet or more could be made to almost any length
desired, A supply of water would require pumping from the main
lake and could be either returned to the main lake or continued
through the Hatchery Lawn outlet, This scheme would lend itself
admirably to floodlighting even with an ordinary incandescent lamp,
Provision could be made for, in its design, for people to go behind
the water curtain and look outwards,

—————— Like the Hatchery lawn proposal,
this stream neecds to be given  the mountain stream atmosphere.

To open up this area a number of dense evergreen
trees will require removal, leaving only the rimus, kahikateas and
dawn redwood, together with a copse of trees sheltering the playarea,
An informal pathway could be constructed from the fountain lake
along the western side of the stream crossing over to the Palm Tree
Lawn about 100 yards dowvnstream, 4 waterfall could be made at the
confluence of the sluice and outlet channels and the stream widened
in a couple of places to give reflection pools, Boulders would
again be used but great care would be required in siting shem so
that the water carrying capvacity of the stream is fully adeguate
duringheavy rains or sudden floods, Plantings along the stream
and margins could be made using woodland plants, and fernms.

The water flume below the Childrens Playarea is an ugly and hard
to camoflage structure, I would like to see a retaining crib wall
built out from bank to bank to the level of the supporting framework,
Net ive ferns would soon establish themselves on crib walling and give
a natural appearance to the area, The Flume would require shorten-
ing and widening to double or triple its width. The out flow could
then be divided and disseminated in a natural manner.

SLEINION DELL:

The two upper arms of this region should ultimately
be the home of a very fine collection of woodland and moisture
loving plants, Already the Primula Dell and the upper 1lily pond
;p_lantings brovide excellent seasonal displays. As the golden
Mhékj. tree ferms around the lower 1ily pond increase in size, the
l}lgrgina ng this lake will become more suited to building up and
I‘anting extension of the range of woodland plants, The central
AT1C .._o:t' hydrangeas in the uppermost section of the Dell should

'z;ov_red-an‘d the area redesigned to accommodate woodland plants,

ual lilies and peat loving subjects from sub arctic latitudes,

_ ‘fsmau Tlow of water that feeds the upper 111y pond could be
-l

rought to the surface and used to good effect,



The outflow from the 1lily ponds gurgles over some stonework
long the eastern margin of the fernery lawn, This 18 not used to
advantage at present so I suggest making half moon pool which could
feature one or two pleces of water sculpture, Water could be
supplied by a small electric pump or local water pressure, The
present canna bed would have to be removed and a border planted
around the margins of the pool which would be protected by pillars
and chain, Designs for the sculpture would be the ideal subject for
a competition, .

The area on the right of the fernery entrance 1s badly in need
of repair and overhaul, If this was reconstructed to double its
size and renovated it would be an ideal site for a collection of

Mt, Egmont alpine plants, Such g collection would be of considerable
public interest,

GREENHOUSE DISPLAY:

Any display is most effectively presented when
1te appearance is as natural as possible and not marred by difficult
staging, In recent years certain groups of plants have been grown
with great success on branch like frameworks in a number of parks in
New Zealand and Great Britain, The pineapple group, the bromeliads,
are aptly suited to this culture and so too are some of the orchids,
hoyas and cissus, Plants grown in this manner would be most
effectively used in the new Begonia House, A third dimension can be
addea to the display giving better and more natural use of the display

space, This technique may be useful in dividing the sections of the
house, one from another.

RHODODCNDROIT DELL @

The water that overflows from the Brooklands Lake runs out
of sight along a drain beside the bush while through the centre
of the flat below the dam face, runs the sluice outlet channel,
Huch of the basin the sluice channel runs through, is boggy wet
suil unsuited to the successful growing of rhododendrons. If
the central portion of the basin was excavated, damp areas on
the margins could be built up and a reflecting pond made by
diverting the outflow of water frum Brooklands Lake into the
south eastern corner and furming a small cascade into the
pond. Suitable plantings cuuld be made tu the edge of the
pund tu create another highlight in this area. Provision to
empty this pond would have to be made to allow any subsequent
draining of the Brooklands Lade to be carried out.
™ ATICN 2 ;
~g92%5£5§ Ihis 1mection of a par™ s perhaps kw2 most ncslected of
all as far a. New Zealand parks go, .uwever a great increg.: ..
ue of' the park could be achléved if the 'Nature T»ail' system was

prepared here, Since ecology 1s becoming of increasing importance
- the 'Nature Trail' could be of immense benefit to schools, Basicly
a 'Nature Trail' is a series of points where observations of plants,
animal, bird, insect or aguatic 1ife can be made at various times of
the year, Schools could use these points as the basis of practical
, .‘field tuition. The co-operation of Education Dept. personnel would
E“'nsed to be sought to implement a project of this nature, This would

- make greater use of éertain parts of the park and increase the
appreciation of them,



SSZo—======= In recent years this region
has seen substantial changes for the better and has gained a
popularity which was quite unknown during my first years with this
Department. The recent erection of new gates to the Bowl and the
projected new new gates to Brooklands Park will be a valuable
improvenent to the area in that the attractive entrances will invite
people to enter the parks, With the development of the Childrens
Zoo, Brooklands Park and Brooklands Bowl,manifold improvements have
been made and a much greater patronage of the area achlieved.

With this increase in usage the one important factor that should
be given oriority over most other projects, is the provision of new
and modern toilet facilities to replace the decadent and disgraceful
structures that exist at the present time,

Although opportunity is limited, a numer of selected pieces of
play equivment would make the 00 more attractive to children. I
feel, however,that an additional number of attractions in this area
could be well worthwhile considering.- The area in front of the
Gables would make an ideal site for a model village and ultimately
the rest of the house could be used to house aguariums, A single
admission fee could be charged to cover the three attractions and
the popularity of the model village and aquarium would increase
greatly the patronage of the museum section of the Gables,

The proposed road loop would sort out traffic problems and the
central island would make an ideal site for a rock garden featuring a
New Zealand Koromiko collection, On the slopes below the eastern
side of the road loop a picnic terrace could be formed from which
views across the lake, rhododendron dell and native bushes would be
a feature, Tables and stools could be erected and the site would be
sheltered and very sunny, The maintenance problem of the Brooklands
Bowl can be overcome by grazing of stock between festival seasons,
This would require some temporary fencing and the re-erection of the
section of fence dismantled by the Trust along the Brooklands Park
boundary last year, The lower section of the Brooklands Lake was
successfully planted with named waterlily varieties last spring and
it would be desireable to extend and fcature the collection in this
arca, This would necessitate the removal of the large carpct of
common waterlily at the outlet end of dhe lake.

-..__._.._._.__—_.__-..__

_____________ The area just inside the gates of Brooklands
| Park could.be effectively developed into a garden for blind people,
-_;thdamentally this garden would be an elevated garden with scented
Tlowers and foliage plants. Each group of plants would be named by
Braille plates to enable casy identification, This site has certatn

cea and the garden, and lastly blind persons would be able to walk
:qn all level ground and if so desired, could stroll further into this
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