. the. Treflections in the Park lakes are exceptionally good.

. Dear Sirs, and Madam,

LniaaRiial PUKEKURA. PARK COMMITIEE.. ' 62 B Brois Street,
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To. the Chairman and Members of the Pukekura Park Committee,

A ! Water Effects in the Park.'
The Park Committee over the years has discussed the use of water

in various ways and enguiries are.still proceeding in several fields,
" One thing that seems most desireable is that whatever is done

'should be as natural as possible and that artificial arrangements

should blend in with the predominantly natural surroundings,
A second important factor is that whatever is planned should be

: of easy maintenance and so constructed that a minimum of repairs will

be necessary.. Also on the costs side, the increase In power charges
could become 3§ heavy burden with 1arge installations requiring
electric motors, .controls or lights.

Sheet water is always effective in setting off a landscape and
‘ These same

‘ .clear dréas may be used for boating,' model boating and wateffowl.

Every effort 'is being made to obtain a wider variety of waterfowl.
Last year Carmlian Ducks were added to the fountain lake. Most recen?®

‘.development ' is the:news. that we will be granted a permit to keep

" Black Teal in the Park, - (These are native ducks which are very active

divers,:) ‘The time when Mandarin ducks or other colourful exotic
waterfowl will become available is most uncertain, Most graceful of
all ‘arethe Swans, particularly the white ones and we are perhaps
fortunate in what we now have. Every effort will be made to ensure a
\y,j.de,, .2nd varied collection of waterfowl, . .

TRUBY KING DELL: Though not actually in this. park will incorporate a
A * @ 1. collection of water lilies-and it would be desireable
to reform the waterfalls' in Pukekura Park and improve the views from

'_"‘thg.‘f_‘oot brid_ge‘“and.-th_e' upper end of the main lake., -
FLORA TAUNA: “The Brooklands aviary will incorporte some minor water

any

‘elther side of the stages should remain clear for the dual effe

, effects and some of these are shown in the new Peafowl

pen, The Flora Fauna could also be the medium for the first steps

‘In the introdyction of uncommon Waterfowl Pprior to their liberation
:on the Iekes, ' ' . .

‘.-BROOKIL}‘;BDSL LAKE: This is .partly under t.he control of the Brooklands

Bowl Trust and any effects planned there could be

:dff:f‘ec'bed by the plans made by users of the bowl, The water curtain
“has been:used in' the past and it would seem that the natural ' -

development . would be a further extension of water and 1ighting =
effects, using existing equipment in the vicinity of the. stage,. -

JMany of the other lakes are too shaded for water 1ilies’ to-be
fully effective, or it is desireable that they should remain -clear for

boating or reflections. Similarly Brooklands Lake in front and.to

created by reTlections, It was decided some .years ago: that t i w“er

~end of this lake would be a suitable spot for featuring some he

newer waterlily varieties, Whilst waterfowl may interfere
of the more slender stemmed varieties they do. keep insect 1{
whilst the shade of thle water 1ily leaves tends to suppress
weedy growth, Major damage to waterlilies could come fr,o" £1

‘timbers or rafts which are expected to be less of

i ge a pr the
~ future, The overflow from Brooklands lake was at c'ngJ n the
form of a waterfall with a series of rivulets giving an attractive

sound of running water., The 1ip of the wat 3

years, been damaged by timber f?.oating doumezizliﬁﬂa
This has been so rapid that the fall is out of sif
Pukekura lakeside path. It is suggested that th
in 1ts former position. Over recent years ma .
and the hillsides have been planted with colo
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hrmﬁ‘t”ove the fernery lawn and leading down from ggoéiiz tgggds 111
attractive rivulet which whilst able to cope with O o s
makes an attractive sound when the flow is small, L5 i

was formed a proposal to form a rock garden and pools athngtrees' e
north eastern side of the lawn was deferred, In among ;1 Lo
below the path running between kiosk and fernery this sma t.:;

has lost some of its sound values with the growth of tree roo andith
accumulations of leaf debris, This area is toc closed in, and w
insufficient fall to be of use except in providing the musial sounds
" of running water,

THE GLASSHQUSES: These have. always had some running water but this

s 3 has to be restricted because the air when moisture
laden and confined, is frequently the cause of molds or spots
forming on flowers and Tfoliage, A pool for tropical water }ilies is
contemplated for the new house and a small jet of water would fit into
this setting, .

THE KTOSK DELL: This is an area which has been overplanted in the past
©  and little can be done because of the need to it
breserve a mass of tree growth both to brovide sheltexf and form back

lawn areas have been developed, ) i )
Possible developments cor *idered here in the bast were a dry wall
garden around the west side and a wishing well nearer the stream, An
improved approach ang an artistic or rustic handrail were. also
considered for the bridge. This area was also considered as a site
for the display of large floral carpets, Three Dossible features
2 Tor the stream, one of Wwhich could be incorporated here are the

t
sheltered area witn the fountain back grouna for c
on the green etc. There is g definite lack of a 1ink between t¥
fountain and the main lakes, particularly at night, Lighting
the waterfall was considered and also some of ‘the trees, Wh
area was first f£117eq 5 Plan for a stream effect Wwas abandone
because of the already damp conditions and the use of the
night. One other Proposal considered neap this area was

illuminateqd Wwaterfall on the Vi T i
that time linked with & proposes s O™ billside and al

major feature, At this stage
by using the Same. water over g
operate g large featur
stream becomes very low at times,
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ature 111umi - -
tvely enhance the striking eﬁ.e::‘%ted sprays

suggestions have included the
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To the Chairman and Members of the Pukekura Park Committee, .
. ; g e 4 - y In no other
centre in New Zealand do I know of a park with anatmosphere ocomparable
to Pukekura Park, It will be readily conceded that the natural
setting that comprises this park is radically different from the
conventional parks with spacious lawns and lavish displays of bedding.
This then, is the Xoy factor in the character of the park and thus an
important consideration when any plem 1s formulated to improve or :
diversify water features within the park, : : :
Water is an invaluable component in the design of Pukekura Park.
With our sixty inches of annual rainfall there is seldom a season
when the flow of water feeding our lakes slow down drastically. The
main masses of water which comprise three lakes are probably best kept
in their present form excepting for the Fountain Lake which could
Derhaps be enhanced by a few simple effects I will outline later, IT
then we are to diversify water effects in the park and endeavour to
maintain th naturalistic character of the park 1t seems logical that
attention should be directed to the watercourses connecting and

feeding the lakes,
One area with considerable potential flor development along such

lines is the stream running from the culet of the Fountain lake,
through the playing area towards Gilbert Street, By extending the
sluice race from the Fountain Lake and creating another overflow out—
let above the existing sluice, a concave fall of water could be made
at the confluence of these two channels, Below this point rounded
boulders could be placed ip the stream bed to simulate the atmosphere
of a Mountain stream, Below this again there is an area that lends
itself to widening to create a stretch of placid water terminating in
a small fall,

Between the two bridges af the playarea a continuation of the - el
Mountain stream atmosphere should be pursued with some visual aécess
from the playarea, The outflow flume presents a problem in creating
and continuing the natural character of the stream, In its present
form it will be difficult to mask the frame work or to blend it in
with the surrounding area, It would be possible to reclaim all the
area behind the outflow of the flume by erecting a crib wall and filling
behind 1t until the contour of the surrounding land is blended into
the reclamation work, I would envisage keeping the outflow from the
flume just as it is at present to create as much spectacle as
possible. This flow could issue onto a raised platform that is
depressed in the centre and designed to absorb the force of the water
from this single flow and disperse it evenly round the outer rim of
the platform, Reclamation work could be healed by the establishment
of common ferns upon the walls and exposed soils,

Despite the difficulties encountered with a fountain at water
level 1t is far superior aesthetically that the pedestal type
because of 1ts greater unity and closer assoclation with the water S
mass, It would be unwarranted to detract from the diversitie ’br{m'
play of our present fountain but coupled with cleverly divis ‘
1lighting small play of water could be introduced around the
of the lake, Ultimately lighting and water effects could
to marry the floodlighting features of the Fountain Lak
Fairy lights display on the Main Lake to create a display
and i1lluminations unparallelled in this country,

The Stainton Dell has a small but attractive
running through i1t, The water feeding the upper
beneath the present planting of hydrangeas. This
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WATER eene e M‘
GEORGE M, FULLER,

412th Sept, 1967

Menkind has a natural tendency to follow water to its source,
but in Pukekura Park this subconscious instinet is baulked by the
mysterious disappearance of water underground and its re-appearance
in the most imlikely places., It is possible for visitors to arrive
at the fountain lake and have no idea that-there are other water
attractions, (let alone another larger lake) in the immediate
vicinity. The continuity of water movement is badly disrupted and
nowhere is this more to be sensed than between our two lakes, The
hatchery lawn area provides a unique opportunity to restore the link
between these two water masses and at the same time form a setting
for water effects possible nowhere else in the park.

D Development of this area presents no major difficulties, since |
the essentials already exist in the form of a source of water from
the fall spilling from the main lake, a clear area between it and

the fountain lake, a natural gradient in the right direction, and
beautiful surroundings already in existence.

View 'A' gives an indication of the setting but does not reveal
that the water-course is underground from the waterfel} . crossing the
lawn in front of the old pungs :nhed and
o2lowlng the eastern edge of the lawn down to the founcvain lake.

The proposed alteration would retain this culvert for storm water
dispersal but introduce an open watercourse following roughly the

same line,

In front of the shed it could form an attractive pool and be
crossed with stepping stones, then meander slowly along the edge of
the lawn, providing an ideal setting for pockets of plant communities \
such as rushes,conifers etc,

Mature feature-trees already exist in the area and no addition
is reguired- rather the reverse. In order to improve conditions in
front of the shed, it would be advisable to remove the large Rhodo,
Sir “overt Peel, thus revealing to greater advantage what must
surely be one of the largest camellias in the country with its spread
of L', This tree has dark shiny foliage- an excellent foil for the
second maple which would also be released from its present captivity
by removal of the rhodo,

The area beneath the camellia (which at present is only an
embarassing eyesore) could be formed into a mound with the spoil
from the pond and planted with low shrubs including the Acer )
dissectums, thus transforming this into an area of particular interest
in spring and autumn, Access to the shed and drainage |d be

maintained so that present functional reguirements WO

naturmln:r alterations to the waterfall could give
a Ppearance, particularly from above nk
approach from this direction, ¢ grg, %

The old hatohery shed, already destined fi
could be transformed more authentically into wh
looks like-, a maori whare, It is not unlikelw
enthusiasts on maori culture would take

attraction, yet it would ret
building,

It will be seen that developm

ain its f

= ..',ma;jd'r upheaval or expense and mos
- by our present stafr, =



